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A N 

EPISTLE TO A FRIEND 

O N T H E 

Anecdotes of CHARLES XIL 
During his day at B £ n D e r : 

Containing a Charader of the Book, its Aui* 
tbor, and other Particulars* 

SIR, 

IH A V E read the Letters of Baron Fabricc, 
relating to the tranfadions of the famous 
Charles the Twelfth, during his rcfidcnce in 
the Ottoman ISippire. They have entertained 
me extremely, and I make no doubt they will 
be as pleafing to you, when the £ngli(h 
Tranflation appear?, Thefe Epiftles unite all 
the circun^ilances, or at )eaft all the principal 
circumAances, that can render books of that 
kind agreeable. In reference to the matter, 
they are equally curious, lingular, and im^- 
portant j in refped to the manner, they arc 
written with an eafe, perfpicuity and veracity, 
that at once delight the mind, and fatisfy the 
underflanding. As to their authenticity, there 
is not the lead colour of difpute. That the 
author wrote letters on the fubjed, was a point 
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dF notoriety, at the time. That they were 
preferved and efteemed the bcft accx)unts of 
the events they contained, was long ago mad6 
known to the world, by various authors, wh<| 
regretted the not having an opportunity to con^ 
fult them, and the Bookfcllers in Gernriany 
ofiered the tranfcriptsfrom his original manu^ 
fcripts in cypher, to the view of the inquifitivc, 
iipon their publifliing the work, I do not 
wopder therefore, that it has excited your ctjr 
riofity, and that it may entirely fatisfy your 
expectation, I very willingly undertake the 
tafk you have impofed, of making you ac-; 
(^iiainted with fome of the principal charaders^ 
that are pientioned therein ; which 1 flatter 
myfelf will be no unacceptable, perhaps nc> 
unncccflary introdudion,. to the letters theny^ 
felves. ( ' , . 

Baron Fabricc was a gentleman of a goocl 
family in Germany. His father wasPrcfiderit 
of Zell for King G e o r g e I. as Ele6toi: 
of Hanover, and he had a . brother who Wd 
a confiderable office ia that Princess court* 
The Baron of whom we are fpeaking^ as foon ^ 
as he had iinifbed his ftudieip, went into Hoi- 
ftein, and was very early taken into the ferf- 
vice of that court, where his talents werefo 
much efteemed, that vvhcn it was judged re- 
qaifite, to fend a perfon with a puyic cha^ 
rafter, to manage the intereft of that Serene 
Houfc, with his Swediflb Majefty while he 
continued at Bender, the choice made of bimr, 
by the Duke Adminiftrator, was univerfallf 
approved. He was then in the flower. of his 
. > " youth. 



"fomh^ had a good pcrfon, a plea/ing addrcff?, 
great accompHfliments, and no vanity. His 
learning was far from being fupcrficial, and 
yet he had nothing of the pedant; he was af^ 
fable in his behaviour, and yet always meant 
more, than his cqmpliments cxpreflcd. He 
was nedt in hii drefs, without being a fop ; 
and under the exterior <tf a compleat courtier, 
toncealed as finccrc a heart,^ and as benevoleni 
a mind, as if He had never been cdnne(2cxl 
with the great. 

It was believed,* tha't he would prove accep-** 
tat>b td the King, and thofc \^ho thought for, 
were not rriifhken. He was but a Httle whilfe 
about that Prmce, before he flood as high in 
his good graces, as any ; and as his mbdcfty 
originally introdu^ced him, fo when his fervices 
had eftabliftied him, he never prefumed upon 
his favour. His public charader, allowed the 
King to be familiar with him, witTiouf givin'g 
umbrage to his miniftefs, or his fervahts. He 
Commonly accompanied hint in his exerctfes, 
was very frequently at his table. Befides this,- 
the King fpent hours alone with him in his 
clofet. In his ferious moments, hh Majc^y 
cinbofomed himfelf to Fabrice ; anfd When he 
wasdifpofed to amufement/ Fabrice was never 
abfent. He was employed on many occafions, 
he was ufeful upon* all. He found credit, par- 
ticularly with the Englifti mercbmts, tofup- 
p\y the King's neceflitics, which were fome- 
fimes very ^^refling. His intereft amongft the 
Turks and Tartars, was furprizingly great, and 
he never made life odF his intereft any where, 
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but for his friends. He lived Tplcndidly, a^d 
yei with oeconomy. He had but one enemy 
in the King of Sweden's court, which was 
General DaldorfF, and he was fo from a politi- 
cal pique ; but being made prifoner by the 
Tartars, when they ftormed his Swcdifli Ma- 
jefty's camp, Fabrice took pains to find him 
out, releafed and fupplied him with money^ 
which fo entirely vanquifhed the General, that 
he became thence forward not only his friend^ 
but the warmeft of his friends. 

Tho* he was i!nucb a man of pleafure, the 

Baron never loft fight of his duty, but did his 

bufinefs as a miniftcr effcftuallyj entering deep 

into politics, but his fchemes were always 

mild and pacific. Amongft other fervice? he 

rfefadered his S wedifh Majefty , he gave him a 

turn to reading, and it was out of Fabrice^s 

hand that Monarch fnatched the book, when 

he tore from it the eighth Satire of Boileau, irt 

which be reprefents Alexander the Great as ^ 

madman. He was no lefs in favour with King 

Staniflaus, and with our own Monarch King 

George the Firft, whom he accompanied in 

his laft journey to Hanover, and who may be 

faid to have died in his arms'; fo that you may 

ftill find many Tnring witncffcs, wha wHl verify 

the truth of all I have faid, and who will afrs 

fure you, that this charader^ fair as it is, falls 

very far fliort of the merits of this amiable 

perfon, who with the probity of a philofopher^ 

was the fineft gentleman of his'^ time, arid bad 

as few faults, as is compatible with thefnfit-* 

mitics of human nature. 



. {a order to gke 3?oa f diiiin^ idea of thfi^ 
I'fince, by whom Baron Fabrice was fent to 
Churlcs the Twelfth, it will be ncccflary to ob-» 
fcrve, that Frederic the Second Duke of Hol« 
ftcin Gottorp^ married in 1 6957 the Prince6 
Hedewig ScNpiiia^. eldefl filler to his Swedifh 
M^fty* This Duke Frederic, was killed ia 
the King s Service, at' the battle of Ciifdorif 
hear Cracow, July. 9th, 1702* Upon his 
demife his brother Prince Chriftian Auguftus^ 
became co^tutor with the Princefs Royal of 
Holftcin, to the young Duke Charles Frederic^ 
tlien a little more than two years old, and up^ 
€fi t^e demife of the Princefs Royal, Sept» 
zifL 1708J Duke Chriftian Auguftus, father 
to the prefent King of Sweden, had the fole 
difedbion of his nephew's affairs, under the title 
c^ Adminiilrator o£ the Dutcby of Holdein. 
It is cafy to judge from hence, how clofely con^ . 
ne<^d the interefts of this family were, with 
thofc of Charles the Twelfth, and it will put 
this ftill in a ftronger lights if we mention, 
that at the beginning of the war, when his 
Swedish Maje% left Stockholm, he made a 
Will, by way of precaution^, in which, if he 
idie4: widiout iiTue, he called to the fucceiffion, 
bis fifter the Princefs Royal of Holbein, and 
hsr^efcendants* 

it may not be amifs to obferve, that this 
Duke Charles Frederic, finding himfelf def*|t- 
cd in his expedations of the crown of Sweden^ 
aoil at the faoie time deprived of his own do- 
minions, on account of his connexion with 
t)taC Royal Family, thought it the (hortcft and 
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the cafieft way to attach himfclf to the Czar 
Peter the Firft, in order to obtain his daugh- 
ter the Princcfs Anna Petrowna, and thereby 
the recovery of his hereditary dominions* 
This marriage, tho' fettled in the lifetime of 
the Czar,, did not take cfFeft till after his de- 
mife in 1725, This Duke died in 1739, leav- 
ing his fon Charles Peter Ulric, born the 21ft 
of February 1728, the heir of his Dutchy, and of 
all his pretenfions ; who by the name of Peter 
Federowitz, after declining the crown of 
Sweden, to the fucceflion of which he was 
called by ek€lion, was with great folem- 
nity declared heir of the Ruffian Empire, No^ 
vember the i8th, 1742, and is now ftiled the 
Grand Duke of all the Rufiias. He married 
Sophia Frederica Augufta, according to the 
Ruffian mode, ftiled Catherina Alexiewna, 
Princefs of Anhalt Zerbft, and by her has a 
fan and a daughter* 

Baron Gortz, to whom many of thefe let* 
ters were written, was fo well known in the 
world afterward^, that it would be needlefs for 
me, to give you a long account of his fortunes 
here. I ihall only remark, that he was a na- 
tive of Franconia, a free Baron of the Empire, 
and having attached himfelf to the houfe of 
Holftein, gradually rofe to the fupreme direc- 
tion of affairs. He was a perfon of a moft 
compreheniive capacity, as well as of bound-* 
lefs ambition. The world never knew, 'till 
thefe letters appeared, bow he wrought himfelf 
fo fuddenly, as well as cfFedually, into the 
good graces of Charles the Twelfth, but, we 
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feow fee it was through the fchemes, which* by 
libe hands of Baron Fabrice, he tranfmitted to 
likn while at Bender. The King readily dif- 
cerncd from thefe, that he had a head won-» 
derfully fertile in refources, his affairs required 
fuch a genius, and the fuccefs he had in a Va- 
riety of intrigues, raifcdhim very high in the 
King*s favour, and in confequence of that, to 
the envied poft of Prime Minifter., To de- 
pid: his adnainiftration iii few words, he was 
in the cabinet, what h\& mailer was in the 
field ; and the fittcft Mercury, for executing 
the commands, and fulfilling the purpofes, of 
fuch a Jupiter. Upon the King's death, he 
was arrefted, and like our famous Earl of Straf-^ 
ford, fell by being accufed of accumulated mal- 
verfations, which conftituted altogether, a 
crime that wanted a name, but which it was 
faid, rendered him i>ot fit to live. As foon as 
he was feized, he faid " Then the King is 
** dead." When he faw his fate approaching, 
he wiflied to have for his epitaph thefe words, 
*' Such is the Reward of my fidelity to the 
** King and Duke : my mafter's death, is 
*V mine/' He fufFcred with the utmoft intre- 
pidity, being beheaded at the common place 
^f execution in Stockholm, where his body was 
interred according to his fentence, at the foot 
of the gallows. But his Valet de Chambre, 
at the hazard of his life, took it up in the 
jiigHt, and having put it with his head into a 
.barrel, conveyed it to Hamburgh, where it lay 
-in ftate, in his awn magnificent palace, and 
was afterwiards interred with much folemnity* 

The 



Trfac Count de Rcventlau, was ahothfer tat-* . 
ilifter of the court of Holftein, a man of art 
eminent and noble familyi who as he acquired 
early a great degree of credit with the Princes . 
of that houfe, maintained it to the lad, and 
was conftantly employed in affairs of the 
greateft importance. But it is now time, that 
I fliould fpeak to you of the King, to whom hc 
was fent. Not that I pretend to enter into his 
hiftory j for that has be$n written over and over, 
aad will be yet better written than hitbertp it 
has been, by the help of thefe Letters, and ppp 
fiWy fomc other Anecdotes, which their pub- 
lication may draw out of oblivion* All that 
J propofe is, to add a few circumflances, in re^ 
gard to the King's coming to Bender, aod the . 
condition he was in there, before the arrival of 
Baron Fabrice, as at this diAance of timei 
thefe are become neceilary, in order • to con- 
ceive clearly, the meaning of the Barents firft 
difpatches» , 

After th€ unfortunate battle of Pultowa^ 
fought on the i8th of June, 1709, in which 
the Swedes were totally defeated, and thereby 
loft the fruits of fo many viitoried, with thirty 
thonTaiid of thofe brave meh^ who had gained 
them ; Charles the Twelfth, in the midft of 
his misfortunes, was fo happy, tho' not without 
great difficulty, to pafs the Borifthenes, and 
at length arrived at Ocs^akow, where the Turk- 
Ifh Bafliaw received him, with all the refpedb 
poffible.' He went from thence to Bender, 
where he chofe to encamp, with the inconfi- 
derable remains of his faithful troops, rathc^r 
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thzti accept of any of the ac<:ommodations ^- 
fercd him in the town. Here, he at laft cott^ 
d^fcended to the demands of his furgeoo» to 
fuflfer the wound he had received in the battle 
tq be drcfled, which had already advanced to 
a gangrene. This made repeated operations 
requifite, that were exceedingly painful, biot 
which the King bore, as he did all his misfor* 
tunes, without teftifying the leaft (ci\(t of tbera^ 
Even in this iituation, he continued to medit 
tate the deftrudlion of the Czar, by engaging 
the Turks in a war with that Prince, tho* be 
well/knew, that the Grand Signior was liiHUt 
dlfpofed, and his minifters abfolutely averiib to 
it. The King found means to fet on foot in- 
trigues in the Seraglio, and by the help q( 
Count Poniatowfki, who charged himfclf vo- 
luntarily with that dangerous commiffioOy prCK 
cured a memorial full of complaints and in<- 
Veibives againft the Grand Vificr, to be put in- . 
to the hands of the Sultan, in the open ftreet9» 
as he returned in (late, frorh the Mofque; and 
ia confequence of that, of a iubfequent me^ 
morial, and of (hefe intrigi^s, the Vifier was 
depofed. 

Things were in this fituation* when Ba^Qfi 
Fabricc arrived at Bender, H« found the King 
fo v^ell recoverejd, that he rode on boJ?febac)(; 
ftveral hours every day, was in perfect health, 
fupported his dignity, and kept his courts witk 
as much or rather more ftate, thap b(e bad 
ever done in Sweden. For obferving,. that 
pomp and (hew were things eifentiaU amongft 
the Turks, he condefcended, and in hica it 

was 



iwrAs a condeftcnfion, to have feveral fpiaciou# 
apartments, and thofcnot only handfomely, bu^ 
richly and fplfendidly furnifhcd, according td 
the tafte of the country. His temper was nof 
in the leaft altered by his condition, he pre-^ 
ftrved the fame magnanimity, and the fam^ 
Heady attention to his affairs. He was ex- 
tremely fobcr himfelf, eating ^vhatever was (tt 
before him, and dfinking water only, but was 
£o far from impofing on the iricliriations of* 
others, that he not only caufed two public ta- 
bles t6 be kept in his camp, but was very well 
pkafed, to be a fpe<9:atdr of the mirth and free- 
dom of his friends. He took a pleafure inr 
hearing the intrigues that were carried on at 
Conftantinople, amufed himfelf with the ad-^ 
ventures of his own courtiers, and would fome-i 
times rally them very agreeably, off thofe fub^ 
jcdls. He was naturally ferious, and fedate,: 
but wirhoue any aufterity j and his tranquillity, 
was not either affe(fied, or the fruits of infcnfij- 
bility. This appefared clearly, when his bro- 
ther-in-law the Duke of Holftein, was nior- 
tally wounded in his prefence, he embraced 
him tenderly, and with a flood of tears. His 
paflionf rofe ftill higher, upon the death of his 
favourite fifter, the widow of that Prince. He 
not only wept bitterly, but fuffered fome ex- 
clamations to efcape him, which (hewed the '- 
extravagance of his grief. At Bender, he de^ 
tjeded a favourite, who had long impofdd upoA 
him, whofe malice had been fatal to the un- 
fortunate Patkull, and whofe pride had em- 
barrafled his mafter,- with thofe with whom, ift 
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l|^ circumftances he then was, it iniporte4 
hii9 much to be upon good terms. In thg 
firA tranfport of his anger, he treated hhn 
harihly, but recoUedling himfelf in a moment, 
be bid him b? gone out of his prefence, and ne* 
vcr con>e into it again. He was far from be? 
ing fufpicious. Thofe whom he honoured 
with his confidence, were under no apprehen- 
fions of having ill offices done them. The 
King faw with his own eyes, and would 
judge for hirprelf, in fmall oiatters as well a$ 
m great. He was equally juft and generous, 
was beloved in the highefl degree by thofe 
abQut him, and reverenced by the Turks and 
Tartars, for thofe exemplary virtues, which 
fet his character as a mari» in a fuperior point 
of view, than his dijgnity as a King could have 
placed it. 

At the time Baron Fabrice arrived at Ben-r 
deri the Ottoman Empire was governed by 
Acbmet the Third, who was aboutforty ye^irs 
of age, and had been raifed to the throne, iri 
a popular fed Ition, about feven years before, 
when -his brother Muftapha the fecond was 
depofed. That Prince, who had always treat- 
ed Achmet with much gentlenefs and afFec- 
tien, was the fir(l to felicitate him upon hi^ 
acceffion, when he came to occupy the apart- 
ment tn the Seraglio, in which, 'till then, Ach- 
meC.had fpenthis days. His compliment,was 
fomewhat Angular, *! You are going, my dfar 
•* brother, faid he, to mount that Throne, 
" from which I am juft fallen. Let m? defirc 
<< you to keep one. thing always in:n)ind> 

" That 
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^ That thofe- who place you there, were tx&y^ 
** ttMTS to roe, and will be fo to you, if you 
** do not pat it out of their power/* Achiiiet 
rctutned the kindnefs he bad received from 
his brother, and treated him with the utmoH: 
tcndcrnefs and refpcdt, which however did not 
hinder him from breaking his heart, id no long 
fpace of time. The new Sukan, remetAbered 
die advice that had been given him. He dif*^ 
femblcd for a convenient fpace, but when his 
[overnmcnt was once thoroughly cftablifhed, 
le fiiendy dcftroyed numbers or thofe, whq 
had -been the authors of his elevation. When 
their force was confiderably ditpinilhed, he 
aftcd more openly, and under a variety of pre- 
tences, gradually put to death all the principal 
perfbns, who had been concerned in depofihg 
liis brother. Some fay, that fixteen thoufahd 
perilled at different times j others affert that 
the number of thefe vidims, were near twice 
as many. By this means, he ruined his ar- 
mies, aftd deprived hipifelf of all thofe minir 
fters, whofe parts and experience rendered 
them fit for their employments, bringing into 
their places his own creatures, perfons ot flen- 
(^er abilities, many of them cruel and avarichn 
ous, whofe crimes, he puni(hed^ and enriched 
bis coffers with their fpoils. 

He was far from wanting talents, but be 
wanted feelings. He had little fenfe of grati- 
tude, and often facrificed his o\^n creatures, 
when by executing his commands, they were 
grown odious. He was much influenced by 
women and favourites^ the latter commonly 
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IfcplxinieDcled by the former^ His mother, tho 
S^Viit^a Valide, was at firft, ix at kaft ieemcd 
tQ be under his difpl^afure ^ but by degrees ihe 
qaipe to have great authority. Voltiupe faaa^ 
been (everely cepfuredi for faying that ((he was 
deeply in the interefts of Charles the Twfclfth, 
And. that flie correfponded with hitn. But thefe 
X^etters clearly {hew^ th^C cen&re to be ill 
founded, and that the fa£t is true. His great 
favou^rite was HaiTan Baihaw, who married his 
. filler, and whpj which is a rare thing for fa- 
vourites, and more cfpecially for Turkiih fa- 
vourites, held his confidence as long as he liv- 
ed, and died in peace, after pafiing through 
the highefi; eniployments, and poflefilng the 
moft lucrative governments. He had a mif- 
trefs of whom he was extravagantly fond, the 
wife of Baltagi Mahomet, who by her credit 
was twice Prime Vifier, and who was difgraced 
the laft time, for making with the Czar Peter, 
when in circumftances, as himfelf confcflTcd, 
no better than thofc of his brother Charles at 
Pultowa, the treaty of the Pruth, Achmet 
reigned twenty feven years, with variety of for-r 
~ tune, but with little peace, and was at length 
depofedin 1730, when his nephew Mahomet, 
fon to Muftapha the Second, was advanced to 
the throne, but he furvived in his confinement 
to 1736. 

1 now refer you to the Letters, and fliall 
only put you in mind, that they were written 
by a man of honour and veracity, who was 
an aftor in many, and a fpedator of all the 
tranfadtions, of which he writes. He wrote 
8 like- 
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likewife in confidence, to perfons of the higheft 
rank, whom it was his duty to inform, and 
who, his charadter and theirs confidered, it 
cannot be ftrppofed he would deceive. Thefe 
are circumftances, that render his Letters as 
valuable, as the matter they contain, render 
theiti curious and important. I will add no^ 
^^ing farther than that. 
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LETTER L 

FABRICIUS iaforms Baron Goertz of his arrival at 
Vienna in his way to Bender; where he learns fornix 
news of flie King. The Imperial court fuTpedli the 
King's correfpondencc with the rebels of Hungary, p. i 

II. Written Te his Serene Highnefs the Duie Adminijlrator. 
Fabricias, having received the imperial pafs, propofei 
to fet out from Vienna. He begs leave of the Duke 
to vifit Confiantinople, before his return to Holftein. 4 

III. T9 the fame. He informs him of his arrival at Ef- 
feck in Hungary, and acquaints him that the inhabitants 
of that country are sealoui Swedes. 6 

IV. 7i the fdme. Fabricius is kindly received at Peter- - 
Waradin by the deputy Governor. He is informed that 
the Turks are very mercenary, and that every thing 
may be done with money in their country. He hears 
of the Kill's health by two officers who had arrived 
from the baths of Bnrfia in Bithynia. 7 

V. Ti the fame, Fabricius having received a guide and 
prbtedor from the Governor of Belgrade, arrives fafe 
at Bender. He finds the King in good health, and very 
chearful. His Majefty had procured the depofition of 
rheGi^and Vifir, for taking br«be9 from the Mufcovites. 
The Swediih court in great h(^pes that the Turks wilf 
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b« perfuaded to declare war againft the Czar. Tzhru 

'•cmsfofc (ibeing that he will be obliged to ftay a €<il)ll- 

derable time at Eender, builds himfelf a hut under 

ground. p. 9 

VI. To Baron Goertz. He recapitulates his journey from 
Belgrade to Bender. The King is not lame, and is 
greatly refpefled by the Turks. Two inftances of this^ 
The 'manner of living at Bender. Fabricius in great 
favour with the King. 1 1 

VII. To the fame. The Turks are making preparations 
tn take ihe field. The King difTatisHed with the grand 
alHes for not fulfilling their guarantees, and oppoiing 
the King of Denmark. The expencc of living at Ben- 
der. The Ruffians attempt to poiipn Poniatowflci at 
ConAantinople. i^ 

VIIL To his Serme Higbmfs. The Swedifli ootsrt re- 

■ ceivca good news from Chriftendom. Fabricius viiits 

: the. Cham of 'the Tartars, An account of him. 4Ie 

is invited to a magnificent Turkifh feafl. 19 

iX. T^thefatni. Fabricius thanks his Highnefs f6r his 

' permiffion to vifit Conftantinople. He offers the loan 
of 100,000 crowns to the Swedifh court. The King 
inclined to an alliance with the Eledor of Hanover, 

- hut utterly averfe to a neutrality. He is no friend to 
France. Wifties a peace with Denmark. The dull 
manner of living at Bender. A reoapitulation of the 
tranfa(£iions concerning the King of Sweden, fince the 

* ' battle of Pultowa till that time. A rupture betweeii 
the Turks and Mufcovites. The MufcoYite Ambaf- 
fador fent a prifoner to the Seven Towers. a i 

. X. To Baron Geertz. The King fafpicious of the co»jrt 
of Hanover, on account of the alliance they had con- 
cluded with the Czar and the King of Denmark. The 
. King • will by no means agree to a neutrality, nor 
' will even publiih his fentiments to fatisfy the allies. 
^ No friend however to France. An account of the 
Turkiih preparations for the war. The King ftill 
wifhes a peace with Denmark. Promotiotia at Bender^ 
in Sweden and Germany. 30 



Xlt X$ his S9rmi Highnefs. The allie$ have nothing to 

. < fcar froQi the rupture between the Turks and iUifBans. 

The Mufcovite and Polifh teriitortes invaded by three 

> different armies. P*43 

XII. To Baron Goertz. The King injuriouily accufed of 
. having coiuiedions with France, and Prince RagotCcu 
The allies might eafily procure the friendfhtp of the 
King of Sweden. The King's kindnefs to Fabf icius, 
who propofes to bring fome Turkifh curiofities to Ger- 
inany» at his return. 46 

XIIL 79 the fame. Fabricius obtains leave of the King 
to viiit Conftantinople. • He begs of Baron Goertz to 
procure a peace with Denmark, and afiures him that 
he. can prove that the Czar and King Auguftus are ready 
to enter into an alliance with Sweden againft the allies. 
The Cham of the Tartars burns feveral Mufcovite ci- 

. tiesj and carries ofF 1 0^000 flaves. 52 

Xiy. T9 the fame^ from Cen/lantinopU. Fabrichis fees 
the Turkifli army as he paflTes by Adrianople. Their 
numerous fleet fails againft Afoph. A defcriptton of 
the Grand Signior's perfon. An account of his harem. 
The danger of intrigues with Turkifli women. Tern* 

' porary marriage^ comnion at Conftantinople. The 
magnificent appearance of that city at a diftance^ or 
from the fea. The flreets narrow and dirty; and 

• the houTes mean. An account of the Chriftian Am- 

. bafiadors, Envoys^ and Refidents at that court. . 5 3 

XV. To the fame, from Cmjlantinopk. The Turkifh ar* 
my begin their march for Bender. Fabricius gets a 
view oif the flave market and of a harem at Conftanti- 
nople, 59 

XVI. To hii Serene Highnefs^ ft om Bender. Fabricius 
. propofes that the allies by favouring the King of Swe- 

den» fhould prevent France from reaping any advan* 

., tage from the rupture between the Turks and Mufco* 

. vite?. An account of the Grand Vifu's army. Propo* 

Ations made to the King of Sweden, by Mr. Jefferies» on 

the part of the allies, and the King's anfwers. .61 

a 2 XVII. 
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XVn. T0 Barsn Gdgrtx. A body of Mufcovitiss ddiqited 
bjr !tbe young Ch»n. The Ciar imi^tidemfy eocers 
I4oldavia, on the afliiraQcea of Prince 6antemir of be- 
ing joined by the Molavians* p^ ^5 

XVIIL To^hhSmnemiimfu The Csar fuffers himfelf 
to be enclofed, and is obhgcd to a(k haman, 0$ pardon. 
The Grand Viftr behvg bribed by him, grants him a 
better peace than he hadreaCbnto expe£):. The King 
pf Sweden prefents memorials againft the Qrand Vifir, 
who remains with the army, and urges him coconchide 
ft peace with the Czar, but without effeft. Hepref- 
fes the K?ng to <}uit Turky, and even ufes harftmcfe* 
He retrenches the daily fubfiftence of h'ts court. 67 

}(IX. To Couni Reventku Enwyy from Mdjhm iaVutma. 
He congratulates him upon his return to Vienna. %Q[o/t 
dUlant hopes of a peace between the King and the 
Czar. ^ 71 

XX. f 9 3afm Gderisii The Czar and tht Republic of 
Poland confent to the King*li return to his own domi* 
nions thro' Poland. The Czar neglefis to fulfil the ar- 
ticles of the late peace. 72 

XXI. Ti Cauni Rnvmrian. The Grand Vifir threaten! to 
hang the Mufcovite hofiages. 73 

XXII. Ta Barm Goerit^, The Grand Vifir prohibits any 
4neflengers or let^s tobe fcnt by the Swedifli court. 74 

XXIII. Ti AfV Sgr^e Pilghmfs. The King of Sweden 
arrives at the Turfctfh camp about two hours after the 
Czar's retreat. He i» highly difTatisiied mi\^ the Qrand 
Viiir's condud, and makes complaints again^ him at 
the Porte. The Grand Vifir removes the King's inter* 
preter^ arid ftops the daily (vih^^nct his court received 

! from the Porte. The King's diftiain and inile^ibility. 
The Gr^nd Vifir having received orders to return to 
Conftantinopie» is anxious to* be reconciled to the King. 
He is mad^ a prifoner at Adrianople^ and depoTed.^' 
The Mufcovitea bailing delayed to deliver up A&pb, 
tbeix.boftages are fsmpr^nen to Conflantinopie* The 

King 
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King or Sweeten pleafcd with the gooil'olSecnof hii^ 
'Serene Highneft, pi 76 
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.XXIV. To Barm Goertz. General Poniatowfki fent to 
Conftantinople to endeavour to get die war renewed^ tz 

XXV. 7b thejamij fnm Coi^un^mfli. Fabrichrt re* 
turns to Conftantuiople to Kithom theintyigves #f 'the 
Englifh and Dutch Minifters, who endeavour to pre- 
vent a new, rupture with the Mufcovites. The Turks- 
relbl ve upon renewing the war, tho' they have received 
news that Afoph is delivered to them. The Gmnd Sig* 
nior propofes to take the field in p^fon;^ (reparations 
made for that purpc^e. Part of the Divan are againft a 
war. 82 

XXVL Ti his Serene tSghaefsj frwn ConJiMtimpU^ The 
late Grand Vifir baniflied to the ifland of Mytileiie, 
The war with the Mufcovites again refoived upon^ and 
great promifes mad.e to the King o^ SwedeA. Orders 
fent by the Grand Signior, to all the Vifirs and Bafhaws 
ef his Empire to aflemble their troopf, and repair ta 
the plain of Adrianople, S9 

XXVII. To Barm Goeriz^ Ati accommodation with the 
Mulcovites mentioned as certain* The Cham of the 

• Tartars difltiades a war. The late Vifir fet at liberty* 

The King afliired of 9n efbort ihto* Poland, and a large 

^ftim of money, 95 

XXVIII. To tht fame. Fabricius in hopes ef feon re- 
turning to Grermany. A peace betweeifrSwedeft ahd 

' Denmark very neceliary) as the Forte has renewed the 
• peace with the Mufcovitcs. 99 

XXIX. To his Serene Uighnefi. The weaknefs of the 
Turks, and their general averfion to a war* The Cham 
of the Tartars ordered to aflc of the Republic of Po- 
land, a friendly paflage itbro' their territories. 10 1 

• - V 

XXX. To Baron Goertz. No great hopes ef a numerdtfs 
efcort. A good harmony between the Kh)g and Ae 
* allies- aMbhitely neceflary • 103 

XXXI. 
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XXXL T9 thijmn. The Mufcovites endeavpurto 

> thwtit the paiiage of the King. The Grand Viiir not 

much his friend. P* i^5 

2PrXn. To hit Serm0 Higbnifs. The Grand VUir defir- 
ous of his Majefty's departure. The intereft of the 
Adufcovites prevails at the Porte. A copy of the treaty. 
between the Turks and Mu&ovite8« loS 

XXXIir. To Baron Gotrtz. The King of Sweden's En- 
voy, tiotwithftanding the oppofition of the Grand Vifiry 
obtains a fecond public audience of the Grand Sigoior, 
at ^hich FabHcius is prefent. The Envoy of J^ing 
Auguftus at the Porte, declares that his mafter is wiN 
ling to conclude a peace with Sweden, excluftve.crf^ his 
allies. Ii6 

• 

XXXIV. To Count Revrnthui^ Fabricius thanks the 
Count and his Countefs for their good offices, -and of- 
fers her the prefeat of a Negro boy. i i 8 

XXXV. To hi^ Serene Highnefsy from Bender. An ac- 
count of the audience given to the King's. Envoys and 
the anfwer returned by the Republic of Poland. 119 

XXXVI. To Baron Gfiertz, fram Bender. The Swedes 
very weak iuPomerania. . The Baron is advifed tg^pro* 
cure a pea(^ between Sweden and Denmark^ 122 

XXXVII. To his Serene Highnefs. The King prefents a 
memorial agaiitfl: the Grand Vifir, becaufe the Mufco- 
vites have not evacuated Poland according to the treaty. 

. The Turks fend to Poland to fee whether, the M^fco- 
vites are there or not. 124 

XXXVHL To Baron Goertz. The King of Sweden is ia 
hopes of goododicers from the Queen of England* 125 

^XXIX. To Count Reventlau. He begs of him to 
fend an extraS of the public news of Europe to Bender. 
He affures him that the King is not in the French in- 

. tereft. The Grand Signior enraged againft the Muf- 
covites becaufe they have not evacuated Poland*- Tjie 
King at variance with Ragotiki. 1 26 
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Xl». Ttf thifame. If the Mufcchritei baveiiot evacuated l*b- 
land ; there is a likelihood of a new^ war with the Czir» 

XLT. ' To Baron Goerfz. The meflenger froin Pob^nd 
returns and brings an account that the M ufcovites are 
ftHl there. Fabricius hopes to fet out on his return ia 
a few davs. 130 

XLTI. 7o his Serene Htghnefs. The republic of l^o- 

land fends an ambaflador to the Porte ; but the 

Polifl) refugees at Bender proteft againft his reoep^ 

' tion. The Grand Stgnior upon the pews that the Mufco- 

' vites are ftill in Poland, orders their hoftages and ambaf- 

• fadors to be fent to the Seven Towers. The Grand 

Vifir is depofed and made a prifonen War is s^ain 

declared againft the Czar. The Forte acknowledges 

King Staniflaus as King of Poland. 131 

XLTIL To Baron Goertz. A recapitulation of th^ news 

- in the foregoing letter. The ambaiTador from the 

republic of Poland made a prifoner. Two Mufcovites 

couriers unexpededly made flaves. 138 
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XLlV. To the fame. An introduftion to a repetition 
of former news. 14.2 

XLV. To the fame. The Vifirs, fiaftaws, and Beys 
throughout the empire ordered to repair with their troops 
to the plain of Adrianople* The King obtains 1200 
purfes or 600,000 crowns from the Porte. 1 42 

XLVI. To his Serene Htghnefs. War again declared by 

the Mufcovites. A letter of the Grand Signior is pre- 

> ferited to the King of Sweden. 144 

XLVII. To Baron Goertz. An extraordinary change of 
affairs at Bender. The Turics offended that the King^ 
'- dehys his departure. It is determined in a great divan 
to force him to depart. The King's difdain when that 
18 notified to him. Several thoufand Tartars forrdund 
his camp, which he fortified with great ardour. Fa- 
bricius and the EngUih ambaflador attempt to mediate 
* *an accommodation, but in vain. The Turks with 
great condcfcenfion agree to a fufpenfion of hoftilities 
till new orders ihould arrive from the Grand Signior, 

and 



. JMid cMoivc at the King's getting provifi<ins. Thfjr 
iiuprUtng patience when infulced by the Kingi {h 147 ^ 

XL VIII. 7i ti^fime. NeW| and podtive orders ftom the; 
. Grand Signior to attack the King at all ha9&ard$y if I^e ^ 
. refttfes to depart. The King's ftrange inflexibility, aiid 
the great condefcenfion of the Turks, -Thf JanifTaries, 
Tartars, and other troops march to the attack, and 
. plant their artillery againft the King's faoufe^ who ftiil ^ 
. i^mains inflexible. The Janiflarits mutin/ and refufe * 
. ip attack the King. The prudent and politic^ conduct 
of the Baihaw. Fabricius is put under arreft by tlie 
Tartar Han» but fet at liberty by the BaAajVt The 
JaniiTaries having been iofulted by the King,, when 
, tbejf wanted to take him under theiir prote&ioos march 
to the attack full of refentmetit. The King's moft 
. d^fperate defence. His houie fet on flames. . In at- 
tempting a fatly he is thrown down and taken prifoner. 
. He W treated with great*refp€£l by the fiafliaw. Fa*, 
. bricius applies himfeif to purchafe the liberty ^f the 
Swediih prifoners. 169 

■ 

XLIX. To the fame. The King gives an 'order to the 
Senate of Sweden for the repayment of the fum^ de- 
livered by Fabricius in his fervice. King Staitif^iis 
arrives in Turky, and is made a prifoner. King Charles 
is conduced from Bender by an eficort towards Adria^; 
nopk. 198 

L. To his Serene liigbnefs. Conjefiures about the fu- 
ture behaviour of the Turks towards the King. 207 

LI. To C(^unt Revcntlau. Reflexions upon the sioft 
extraordinary battle at Bender. Fabricius begs of tlie 
count to procure a paflfage for the King of Sweden 
through the impef ial ^rrkories. ^0(f 

III. To Baron Goertz. He gives him an account of the 
manner in which the Swedes, who have recovered thf ir 
liberty, are now fupported. A report that the Grand 
Signior is ofFended with the vi.olence done to the ^^g 
at Bender. 1 he Porte acknowledges Stanifiaus as 
King of Poland. - 21a 
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LrllL To bts Sehne ^Htghnefu Expedations that the 
Grand Signior intends to take the field in perfon in fa- 
•vour of the King of Sweden. p. 216 

LIV. 7i Baron Goertz. The Emperor gives aflurances 
of his friendfhip to the King of Sweden. Fabricius 
Tciy apprehenfivc for the fate of Holflein from the Muf- 
coyites. . 21 8 

LV. To tie fame. He informs him that he is juft going 
to fet out to fee the King at Adrianople. 22 r 

ItVI. To'the fame^ from Jdrianopk. The Grande Signior 
promifes to force a paiTage for the King through Poland. 
Great revolutions among the officers of the Porte, ih^ 

LVII. To the fame. The Tartar Han depofed and 
banifhed. The Grand Vifir meets with the fame fate. 
The King pretends ficknef^ and continues in bed. 222, 

LVIII. To his Serene Highnefs^ from Adrianople. The 
Grand Signior at Adrianople ; and the King lodged ia 
a palace within a few leagues of that city. The King 
fiill keeps his bed. 224. 

LIX. To Baron Goertz. A conference propofed be-» 
twecn the King and the new Tartar Han, and the 
new Grand Vifir. The conduft of Count Steinbok in 
Germany blamed 226 

LX. 7o his Serene Highnefs. The new Grand Vifir 
depofed. The determination of the Porte very uncer- 
tain. The bad fituation of Count Steinbok. 227 

LXI. To Baron Goertz. The King had been kept in 
ignorance of his true fituation. The neceffity of a 
peace with King Auguflus. 231 

LXn. To the fame. A new appearance of a rupture 
between the Mufcpvites and Turks. The King fliU 
promifes himfelf great things from the latter. 233 

LXIII. To his Serene Highnefs. The Emperor again - 
declares that he will at all events procure a pafTage'for 
the King of Sweden through ^Poland. 234 

h LXIV. 
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X,%lV. To patron G9iri%. F^bricius infbrou tjie Baron 

t)i9t he hopes to prevail with the King to confeiit to the 

plan propofed by him for. an accommodatioa with King 

Auguilus. Count Welling commiflioned to conclude an 

alliance with Pruffia. The King's baclnps^ndnet^ ts^ 

hearken to a peace with Augjjfius. His tha^i^^uiDers 

to the adminiftrator for his care of Steinbok's %iraiiy* 

. The King of Sweden complains of the pa^rtialicy of 

^ the miniftry of England. p. 236 

LXV. To his Serene Hi^bnefs. A proh^biHty thai 2, 
peace between th^ Tur]|;$ and Mufcovit^ will not ^^ 
of lon^ continuance, 244 

LXyi. To Baron Goertz. The Porte feems in, good 
e.arn.eft tq undertake the refloratiou of King Staniflaus, 
Thp King of Sweden reduced low by a fever* ^^(k 

LXVII. To his- Serene Highrufs. A Turkijlh army 
iparches %q, the confines of ?oI^n(), 249 ^ 

]pXVlir. To Baron Goertz. The ratific2|tio^ of th^ 
peace with the Mufco.vitcs is expedted. ^51 

I^XIX* T^ hh Serene J^ighne/s, Fabsricius doubts .whe^ 
ther the T^^k& will fieadily fupport Stfiaiikus. He ad^ 
vife^ an alliance with Pfu^ia^ ^53, 

LXX. To Baron Goertz. Fabricius reafoas on the af- 

. fairsi of Staniflaiis, who is f^it ba^k from th^ Tutki(^ 

^rmy tp Ejendcir, 25 J 

LXXf. To the fame* He complains of the infenfibility 
of King Chctfles 4ud the Swedes in legard to ^hei^ owa 
affairs, , ^57 

LXXrr. To his Serene Ulghnkfs. The profpeS of the 
King's affairs in Tvixkey d^ily turns worlis. 2S9^ 

V 

I^XXIII. To Baron Giertz. Th^. i^ing iijta coaver^tion 

with Fahricius, afTures him that his affairs will mend. 

. Propofa^ls m^(ie by the Po^tc tp tbs Ku9g pf Swe^rb 

. j^l^h. the King's aafwer, 260 
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XmXXIV. It 9 the foiiti The King of Sweden promlfes 
Slot to auke a peace without including Holftein. Fa- 
liricius aiks new inftrufttMit from the Baron. p. 264 

I^XXV. T9 the farm. The Turks incline to an accom- 
modation with Poland. 267 

IjXXVI. 7i thi fame^ fr^m Cwtftantincpli, Fabricius 
defpairs of the King's confenting to an accommodation 
with King Auguftus ; but, afliires the Baron that he 
does his utmoft to procure it. The King has kept his 
bed for nine months. 268 

liJCXVII. To Baron Goirtz^ from Adrianople, The King 
of Sweden defires to take all the Holftein troops into 
his pay. Difpatches of great confequence brought 
from Sweden. Some fufpicions of revolutions in that 
kingdom. The King of Denmark threatens Holftein 
with his refentment for favouring Steinbok. Fabricius 
makes excufes for the greatnefs of his expences. 272 

tXXVIII. To the fame. The King at laft refolves in 
good earneft to leave Turkey from his apprehenfion," 
of revolutions in Sweden. Some hopes of a general 
' peace by the mediation of France and the Emperor. 282 

J^XXIX. To the fame. By an article of the peace be- 
tween the Turks and Poland, a paiTage is granted for 
the King through that kingdom, but his friends per- 
fuade him to take another route. The King difap- 
proves of the fenate's proceedings with Denmark. 283 

J/XXX. To the fam&^ from Demotrca. The King inftead, 
of infifting any longer upon an efcort, afks only a paiT- 
port. King btaniflaus leaves Turkey. The King's 
creditors prepare to tbllow him to his own dominions. 

186 
LXXXI. To his Serene Highnefsyfrom Adrianople, Fa- 
bricius informs the Duke that the King will foon be 
in his neighbourhood. 289 

l/XXXII. T^ Barm Goertz. He informs him that he 
will precede the King of Sweden, and defires new in- 
ftru^ions at Vienna. 292 
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LXXXIIL To Baron Goeriz. Fabricius believes that the 
Turks, if appUed to in a proper manner, would give 
a large Turn of money to the King. p. 293 

LXXXIV. To his Serene Highnefs. Baron Grothufen 
is appointed as an envoy extraordinary to the Porte. 294. 

LXXXV. To Baron Goertz. Fabriciqs has great ex- 
pedations from Grothufen's journey. He diverts him- 
felf with hunting. 296 

LXXXVI. To the fame, Fabricius blames the expenfive 
retinue of Grothufen. 298 

LXXXVIL To his Serene Highnefs. An account of 
Groihufen's audience. 300 

LXXXVIII. To Baron Goertz. No hopes of getting 
any money from the Porte. 304 

LXXXIX. To the fame. The King is fatisfied with the 
court of Vienna. 3061 

XC. To h's Serene Highnefs. The King expreffes his 
gratitude for the favours received from the Duke. 307 

XCT. To Baron Goertz, He advifes the part of the garrl- 
fon of Stettin compofed of Holfteiners to be upon their 
guard againfl the defigns of the PruiSans, who com* 
pofe the other part. 309 

XCII. To the fame. The King of Sweden approves of 
the marriage of his fifter with the Prince of Heffe Caflel. 

310 

XCIII. To Cmnt Reventlau, He informs him that the 
King fets out on the morrow, and will probably per- 
form his journey incognito. 311 

XCIV. To his Serene Highnefs, from Zelle, Fabricius 
informs the Duke that he had {lopped fome days at 
Brunfwick, to dive into the fentiments of the minifters 
at the congrefs. He promifes to wait on his Highnefs 
^n a few days at Hamburg. 315 
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LETTER !• 

To the Duke Admimfirator of Holftcin^ Bifiop of 

lAibec. 

SIR, ViejmayMay 31, 1710. 

IMMEDIATELY upon my arrival here from 
Baden, I went with the count de Reventlau to 
the count ^ Herberftein, prcfident of the board 
of war, to beg of him to procure me that very 
evening a pafTport with an order of the Emperor to 
count Nchm governor of Peterwaradin. But as 
the count Trautfon, great chamberlain of the Em- 
peror's houfehold, judged it proper, for the grea- 
ter fccunty, to have the order (igned by his Impe- 
rial Majcfty himfelf, and it will be late before he 
returns this evening from Laxenbourg; I doubt 
much whether I can get the order figncd before to- 
morrow evening, or till after to-morrow morning. 
Meanwhile I am preparing every thing for fctting 
out whenever I receive it, which will infallibly be 
Monday morning at the lateft. My great earneftneft 
isowlng to my zeal for theintereftof the Screneducal 
houfe, and for your Serene Highnefs in particular, 
which will not fufFcr me to reft till I arrive at Bender. 
I hope, if it pleafe God, to be there ftill before the 
end of June, as an aid-de-camp named Anthouard +, 
difpatcbed by King Staniflaus to the King of Swe- 
den, has returned from Bender to Vienna in 17 
days, the moft part of the journey being perform*- 

♦ The Duke of Ho1f(«in's Envov at Vienna, 
f Afterwards a Col(^nel in the French fervice. 
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cd on horfeback. He pafled through here yefter- 
day incognito, and as he (topped only a few hours, 
it was too late before I was informed of it, fo that 
I could not fpeak to him myfelf. However, Mr. 
de Stiernhoek, counfellor to the Swedifti Embaflies, 
who had fome converfation with him, told me this 
morning that he was charged with three large pack- 
ets for the poll mafter at Stralfunde: and as the 
King, before the depar4:ure of this courier, had al- 
ready been informed of the vidory gained over 
. the Danes in Scania *, we may reafonably prefume 
that he carries in{fru(5lions to the Senate, and to 
count Gyllenftierne governor of Bremen, whereby 
they are to regulate their condud for the future. 
People indulge this conjedure, I believe, the 
more, as the neutrality eftabliflied in Germany 
cannot in any manner fuit his Majefty^s views. The 
King in other refpeds is in good humour and in 
perfedt good health, according to the account of 
the faid Mr. Anthouard, but the time of his de- 
parture is ftill an abfolute fecret : Only it is talked 
underhand that it will happen in five or fix weeks, 
but it is not faid however what rout he will take. 
Every thing is kept a profound fecret at Bender ; 
for a certain Secretary of the King who had in- 
formed one of his friends in Sweden of a very tri- 
fling circumftance, has been on that account dif- 
graced. By this time a body of io,coo Turks 
muft have encamped round Bender,-, and Potoki 
Palatine of Kiovia is alfo to repair thither, having 
left his trpops in the neighbourhood of SafTu 
When Authouard came away they were on the 
point of holding a grand conference on the af- 
fairs of Sweden, to which the Cham of the Tar- 
tars and feveral Bafhaws were invited ; 'tis believed 

* Meaning the battle of Helfingborg, fooght on the 12th of 
March, 1710. 
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that they are already oh the road to Bender for 
this purpofe. This aid de-camp moreover added 
that General Poinatowfki was preparing to fct out 
for Conftanrinoplfe, and that the King, notwich- 
ftanding the great rupture betwixt him and thtt 
Grand Vifir, whofe prefents he difdainfully rc- 
jefted, flattered himfelf that he would fucceed 
with the Grand Signior even in getting that firft 
Minifter of the Porte difgraced, and making him 
lofe his head for fuffering himfelf to be corrupted 
with the money of the Mufcovites, It would 
feem from all this that his Majefty intends to af- 
iemble as many Turks, Tartars and Poles as hi* 
can befides his own troops, and with thefc to force 
his way through Poland coft what it will. It may 
probably happen that the corps of the army of 
Craflau may receive orders by the fame letters to re- 
turn into Poland, to meet the King, which however, 
in my opinion, would be both a moft uncertain, dnd 
a moft unfuitable fcheme jn the prefent fituation of 
affiairs. The Imperial Court is ftill apprehenfive 
that the King has fome correfpondence with the 
rebels of Hungary, as the Marquis JDefalleurs, 
who goes to Conftantinople in quality of French 
Ambaflador, has taken his route by Bender, and 
the Minifters of the courts at enmity with the 
King, are at the utmoft pains to confirm this court 
in their difadvantageous opinion of that of Swe- 
den. The Cognt Trautfon is to afk of his Im- 
perial Majefty, whether on the occafion of my 
going to Bender, he has any commands for me to 
communicate to the King of Sweden ; and per- 
haps 1 ftiall be charged to reprefent to that Prince 
the bad confequcnces of this pretended connexion 
with the rebels. Meanwhile, Sir, I will haftcn 
my voyage as much as pofTible to get to the King, 
lexpeft to meet, Colonel Swerin on the road, be- 
caufe when General Poniatowflci is difpatched to 

B 2 Con- 
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Conft^ntinople, the Colonel is to receive orders to 
return to Sweden. 

I have the honour to be, with the moft profound 
refpeft. 

Sir, 

Your Serene Highnefs's 

Moft humble, moft obedient. 
And moft faithful fervant, 

FABRICIUS. 

LETTER II. 

To bis Serene Higbne/s. 

SIR,, Vienna^ June 2^ lyio. 

AFTER receiving yefterday in the evening 
the Imperial pafs, with the order figned by 
the Emperor for Count Nehm Governor of Peter- 
waradin, and after fettling all my affairs, I judged 
It proper to wait to-day the arrival of the poft 
from Holftein, after which I propofc to fct out 
for Pcterwaradin this night or to-morrow morning 
at faftheft. My having taken this refolution gives 
me the more pleafure as I have this moment re- 
ceived the orders of your Serene Highnefs. 

As to other matters, I could not have the honour 
of paying my refpefts to his Imperial Majefty, be- 
caufe he did not arrive from Laxenbourg before yef- 
terday, and I would be obliged to wait herefome days 
longer to have that honour. I propofe after finifhing 
this letter to fct out on my journey, and in five days 
to pafs thro' Grats, Pettaw, Waradin and Efleck 
for Peterwaradin, where I (hall be obliged to flop 
at ieaft two days, to wait for the anfwer of the 

Bafhaw 
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Balliaw of Belgrade. From thence I hope to ar- 
rive in fifteen davs at Bender, pafling thro* Wid- 
den, Buchareft, Tergovifte, Socgowa and Jazzi, 
as Mr. de Garient, formerly Imperial Minifter at 
the Ottoman court, has given me room to expeft. 
It is his opinion likewife, that after my arrival at 
Belgrade I (hall run no longer any rifk, as the 
Turks diredly give a Chiaous to all foreign Mini* 
fters, to proteift them from all infults ; that Chia^ 
ous being obliged, under pain of death, to condudfc 
the Minifter in fafety to the place where he is to 
go. I hope alfo to fend my narrative to your Se- 
rene Highnefs by the regular poft of Belgrade ; 
but when I get further^ I fear much that I ihall 
not be able to have that honour but by excraordi« 
naiy occafions. Whenever I (hall have acquitted 
myfeif of my commiilion to his Majefty, and 
Ihall obferve that my prefence is no longer ncccf- 
fary there, I will let out on my return to Holftein 
to make my report to your Serene Highnefs by 
word of mouth. In the mean time, as I muft then 
pafs pretty near to Coitftantinople, I take the li* 
berty moft humbly to beg oi your Serene High*- 
nefs to permit me to go thither, efpecially as it 
will not be at moft above 40 leagues out of my 
way, and it will be eafy fqr me to get from thence 
to Vienna by the common route. 

I have the honour to be, 6f^. 
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LETTER III. 

Tf his Strene Higbnefs. 

. ^fjecky within 12 Leagues of 
S I H, Peierwaradiriy June ^^ ly 10^ 

I Thought it my duty this moment when the 
poft is fctting out, moft humbly to mention to 
your Serene Highncfs, that after having pafled 
thro* Croatia and part of Sclavonia, I happily ar- 
rived here yeftcrday in the evening without having 
met with the leaft accident. I propofe inftantly 
to fet out for Pcterwaradin, where I hope to ar- 
rive this evening. I (hall not find Count Nehm 
there, becaufe he pafled thro* this place a few days 
ago in his way to the Imperial army in Hungary. 
However, Baron de Becker, Governor of this 
place, aflures me that Colonel Renaud, deputy Go* 
vernor of Pcterwaradin, will aflift me in every 
thing that I need> and will give me an efcort to 
Belgrade, from whence I fhall have a journey of 
ten days to Bender ; fo^ that 1 hope to arrive there 
about the 25th or the 26th of this month at far- 
theft. I have b?en informed here by the poft-maf- 
ter, that Colonel Swcrin pafled thro* thiis place in 
the end of February -, General Poniatowfki about 
the middle of March j and Major Kuchenmeifler 
in the end of April. The inhabitants of this, 
country and efpecially of this city, the greateft 
part of whom are Germans, appear to be good 
swedes; zealoufly defiring thit his Majefty may 
pafs thro* this place in his return, whicl^ is un-» 
^pubtcdly the fafeft courfe. 

I h.^ye tqe hpnour to be* &c, 

LET- 
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LETTER IV. 

^0 his Serene Higbnefs. 

SIR, Peterwaradirij Jtine 12, 1710. 

I Arrived here yefterday in the evening when they 
were (hutting the gates, and diredtly prefented 
the Emperor's order to Colonel Renaud, in the ab- 
fence of the General Count Nehm. He is a very 
polite man and very willing to oblige. He is to 
caufe me to be conduced to-day with three fmall 
waggons as far as Belgrade, and at the fame time 
gives me a letter of recommendation for the Ba- 
Ihaw. I (hall there take a boat to go down the 
Danube as far as Widdin, from whence I (hall con- 
tinue my journey by land to Buchareft, and from 
thence to Bender. I can, if it be convenient, pafs 
from thence by water to' Smaillo, from whence I 
Jiave only two days journey to Bender, where I 
hope to arrive without fail before the end of this 
month. By Mr. Renaud's account to me a perfon 
travels very fafejy in Turky, provided he is not 
niggard of his money, , no nation in the world be- 
ing more mercenary than the Turks. The King 
of Sweden cannot but be fenfible of this too late, 
and it is certain that a hiore confiderable fervicc 
could not be done^him, than to give him a draught 
for fome hundred thoufand crowns, as I am well 
informed that his Majefty is negotiating a loan of 
money at Conftantinople, where the Grand Vifier, 
who is at open variance with the King, takes the 
utmoft pains to prevent him from fucceeding. Hi- 
therto his Majefty has not wanted money, Mazep- 
pa having left at his death 80,000 ducats in gold, 
which the King has made ufe of ; and the Grand 

B 4 Signiorj 
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Signior, when he made him a prefent of feveral 
horfes, added another of 20,000. The King, not- 
withftanding the oppofitioh of. the Graftd Vifier, 
ought ftill to perfift in perfuading the Port to break 
with the Mufcovitcs. In this he hopes to fuccecd 
without fail, and likewife in getting that firft Mi- 
nifler ftrangled. 

This moment the Colonels Oernftedt and Hierta 
with two Drabans have arrived here from Conftan- 
tinople, having left Bender on the loth of March. 
They have been at the baths of Burfia in Bithynia 
for their health, but as they find thcmfelves no bet- . 
ter they fet out to-morrow for Germany. They 
tell me that the King keeps his health furprifingly, 
and is for the mod part in godd humour ; that it 
was the fame with his ofl5cers, excepting as to the 
money part, which incommoded them a little; that 
Colonel DahldorfF (hewed himfelf difcontentedi^ 
and reproached the King with much fharpriefs fot 
having conduced the army thro* the Ukraine ; that 
the King heard all his complaints, and thofe of fe- 
veral others, who had the honour of being neat 
his perfon, with an admirable condefccnfion, tel- 
ling them always to have patience, and that all 
would foon go well. 

I (hall not fail upon my arrival at Belgrade to 
give a further accout to your Serene Highncfs, 
having the honour to be, (^c. 
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LETTER V. 

To bif Serene . Higbnefi, 

SIR. ■^"•>{^lf ']■?•». 

I Should have had the honour on the 28th of laft 
month to have informed your Royal Highncfs 
of my arrival here, after having paffed from Bel- 
grade to Siliftria qi) the Danube, and from thence 
by laiid thro* Moldavia and Tartary, if the Chia- 
ous^ who had.condu^^d me, Jiad not been order* 
cd by his Ivl^fty tp flop here till now, becaufe he 
intended tt> charge him with feme letters. As I 
cannot teUei^aftly the time when he may fetotat, 
wfiich perhaps may happen very fuddenly, I have 
theught proper to take the precaution to draw up 
this account, that it may be ready whatever hap« 
pen.. 

i fouad the King, thank God, in good health, 
gay and chearful, and in every fenfc, in as good 
humor, as we few him fomc years ago in Saxony *. 

All the reports which his enemies fpread in Ger- 
maiiy, and every where with fo much affiduity and 
earne^nefs, are as falfe as it is true that he is as much 
revered and even feared by the Turks, as he could 
cxpc6t to be in his own kingdom. Nothing can 
be a more inconteftible proof of the truth of what 
1 aflert, than the agreeable news brought hither 
from Conftantinople about eight days ago by Ge* 
neral Poniatowlki of the depofition of the Grand 
Vifir, upon the reprefentation and at the follicita- 
tion of ni? King of Sweden, and of his banifh- 

* The Author accompanied the Duke kivam\Sa%Ux thithei^ 
is qaallty of gendeman of his bed chamber, 

ment 
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mcnt to Tartary, he having been conviftcd of ha- 
ving received every month 40,000 ducats from 
the Czar to prevent the war, and to pcrfuadc the 
Grand Signior to make a truce with him. Bcfides 
nothing can more (hew his regard for the King 
than his conferring the place of the depofed Mi- 
nifter upon Coprogli Bafhaw of Bofnia, who is a 
very brave man and a very good Swede. 

This great news has occafioned inexpreffible joy 
here ; and we flatter ourfelves that if the Turks 
will not direftly begin hoftilities againft the M uf- 
covites, the Han, who is not above a fliort league 
from hence, will at lead receive orders to penetrate 
into the Ukraine with an army of 150,000 Tartars. 
It is not known however, whether his Imperial Ma- 
jefty will refolve to depart in perfon with that ar- 
my ; at leaft it ftill appears that he will with dif- 
ficulty perfuade himfelf to pafs thro* Germany, ei- 
ther publicly or incognito. 

His Majefty moreover, according to his ufual 

manner, is extremely refcrved in every thing, and 

foeaks always very modeftly of his enemies, even 

. fo far as to excufe thofe who have entered into an 

alliance againft him. 

It was Mr. MuUer, Counfellor of the Chancery, 
who introduced me to his Majefty, to whom I had 
the honour, after my |irft compliments, to deliver 
the letter of your Serene Highnefs agreeable to my 
inftruftions. I carefully avoided making the leaft 
mention of the death of her Royal Highnefs *, be- 
caufe his Majefty is fo fenfibly affefted with the 
remembrance of the lofs of fo dear a fifter, that 
For fear of finding fome particulars relating to hef 
in the letter of your Serene Highnefs, he ordered 
Mr. Miiller on the fpot to open it and to tell him 

* The mother of his Royal Highnefs the prefcnt Duke, who 
died on the 1 1 ih of December^ 1 708. 

the 
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the contents oF it. The King then enquired very 
carncftly alter the health of your Serene Highnefs, 
and teftified great fatisfaftion with your care of the 
intereft of the young Duke. 

According to all appearance, I (hall be obliged 
to remain here at lead a year, on which account I 
have^ after the example of all the officers and 
attendants at Court, bought a couple of horfes^ 
and like them have caufed a hut to be built for 
myfelf under ground. Your Serene Highnefs 
will pardon me if for the future I have rarely the 
honour of writing to you. It is abfolutely im- 
poflible, as I am not even permitted to fend an ex- 
prefs to Belgrade. General Poniatowflci, Colonel 
Grpthufen, Mr. Funk and Capt. Sten Ardwidfon 
are aftually at Conftancinople, whence we impa- 
tiently cxped to hear what are likely to be the con- 
fequences of the depolition of the Grand Vifier. 
We exped: every day to draw money from thence 
likewife, without which the court will be greatly 
cmbarrafled. I have the honour to be, &?r. 

mMm ^Mm ^Mm .^Xa aXa ^*^ ^flJt^ A<^ .aKa aSa mMa mMa .aMm mXa .^Ia ^Mm ^Mm ^Ma ^Mm mMm ^IMa .aSa ^Mm ^fl^ .aKa 
W9^ "»•' *W *»• ▼»• W^* *W ^m^ ^W^ 1C VW ^1^ "•• WpC ^B* •»• "•' "■• 'W^ "»• ▼3^ ^B* ^B* •■• ^1^ 

L E T T E R VL 

To Baron Goriz^ Privy Counfellor to his Serene Higb- 

nefs the Duke of Holjiein. 

SIR, Bender^ J^b ^^ ijio. 

HA V I N G left Belgrade on the 14th of June, 
I proceeded for 6 days on the Daunbe to Si- 
liftria, and from thence I arrived here by land in 
6 days thro' Moldavia and Tartary, namely on 
the 28th T)f June at 9 in the morning; fo that I 
/wanted only one day of the calculation I had made 
9t Vienna. I (hould have arrived fooiicr if I could 
jiJiye prevailed on the Tartars to have conduced 

m 
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me during the night, but it was impoffible to per- 
fuad€. them to that. We wanted for nothing on 
our journey, and one might travel as well in this 
toutltry as in Gefttidliy if there were any inns. 
But of tbefe there is great want, and a traveller 
finds hinifelf ftiH woffe here than in Sclavonia, 
where the people dwell already under ground like 
i'afs. iMrduld not have failed to have written to 
your Excellency during my journey ; but I had nb 
opportunity of feftdirf^ my letters even to Belgrade. 
1 even write this to have it ready before hand, 
not knowing wheh the King will fend back the 
Qiiaous, who is a kirid of commifTary whom the 
B^rtiaw of Belgrade gave me, arfd who has been 
detained here thefe o days. We have here no 
other opportunity of convcving our letters to Ger- 
many, than by thfe expreft whic5h the King fends 
thither. 1 (hall howeVer write likewife to Conftan-, 
tinople, to fee if the letters fent that way can have 
the happinefs of r^achitig yoU. 

Wis Majefty the King h in perfeft good health, 
and does not halt, s[s fhey falfely give out fn Gei*- 
many : his countenance is even frefher, and he is 
fatter than When he W^s in Saxony. He is befides 
very chearful, and talks with as much good fenfe 
and penetration as any one. I may add alfo, that 
if this Prince was great in his profperity, he is 
mucU greater in his adverfity. He is adored in 
this country, and feared at the fame time. Be- 
fides, he has it in bis power to do what-ever he 
thinks expedient, and to judge from appearances^ 
and from the manner in which they treat him, the 
Turk^ feem to depend more upon him than he up- 
6n theni ; fo that all the bad news which his ene- 
mies have reported, are mere ficlions. I fhall 
mention only two aftions to Ihew the extraordina- 
ry rtfpcit paid him in this country. Firft, it de- 
pended merely upon the King whether the Balhaw 

of 
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of Ocz^ow (liould be ftranglcd, for having at 
firft heOcated to let the King pafs. Secondly, the 
Hofpodar of Walachia was dcpofed, for having 
been in fome mcafure the caufe why Gyllenbrok 
V^itb his troops was furprifed by the Mufcovites, 
Afterwards the Grand Signior ordered the Chaofi 
of the Tartars, who is the iieareft fucceffor to the 
Ottoman court, to make a journey of near loa 
leagues to come and fee the King ^and have a con- 
ference with him. As that Prince claims to be 
treated on a footing of equality with Kings, he 
pretended that the King of Sweden fhould come to 
him, or at lead that they fhould meet each othei^ 
in a third place, under fome tent* But the King, 
far from agreeing to that, would never confent to 
go two ftcps out of his tent to meet him, which 
difference hindered the Cham from waiting on his 
Majefty till he had received an exprefs order from 
Conftantinople. He has been here thefe 15 days, 
but the King has not yet returned his vifit, altho* 
his camp is only about a league diftant. Let one 
judge by this, whether the King knows how to fe- 
cure to himfelf in this country the refpeft that is 
his due. But the chief article is the news which 
General Poniatowlki brought from Conftantinople 
within thefe 8 days, that at the King's requeft even 
the Grand Vifir himfelf has been depofed^ and 
banifhed to Tartary, and his place conferred on 
Coprogli, a brave man and a good Swede. The 
other was convided of having received more than 
40,000 ducats from the Czar every month, which 
was the caufe of the fufpenfion of hoftilities agreed 
to between the Ottoman Porte and the Mufcovites. 
This fingle aftion (hews befides with what an eye 
they regard his M^jefty. 

Every body here is perfuaded that this revolu- 
tion will give quite another face to affairs, and that 
the worft that can happen will be that the Ottomlan 
3 Porte 



C 14 ] 

Porte will OFdcr the Cham to enter the Ukraine 
with 150, or 200,000 Tartars and Coflacks. I 
doubt whether the King will put himfelf at the 
head of this army, unlefs the Ottoman Porte conies 
to an open rupture ; altho* every one here feems 
perfuaded that the King will not return to his king- 
dom without an army, as has been believed in 
Germany. There is fo little talk here of a depar- 
ture, that on the contrary every one is employed 
in building houfes. I likewife began one, the day 
before yefterday, to have fome place to dwell in, 
and that I might not (hew any earneftnefs to be 
gone, which would fpoil my affairs. They live 
here for the moft part in huts under ground, ex- 
cept the King who has two houfes, and likewife 
General Axel Sparre and Colonel Hardt. My 
houfe with my (tables will coft me between 30 and 
40 ducats. I have bought alfoa couple of Tartar 
horfes, that I may attend the King when he goes 
an airing, which he does regularly twice every day, 
as it is the beft opportunity I have to converfe with 
him. I find the difpofition of this great Prince fo 
calm and fteady that it aftonifhes me : he fpeaks 
very modeftly of his enemies ; he himfelf even ex- 
cufes the Allies for their not oppofing the King of 
Denmark and King Auguftus. But he is never- 
thelefs fo referved, that I defy the moft penetrat- 
ing or infinuating man to difcover his true fenti- 
ments^ He is very glad to get information of eve- 
ry thing, and for thefe four days I have difcourfed 
with him pretty often •, but I lofe my latin in at- 
tempting to difcover his fentiments, altho^ the day 
before yefterday I was two hours alone with him 
talking with him in his tent. 

An hour after my arrival Mr. Miiller introduced 
me to the King, to whom I paid a very high com- 
pliment from his Serene Highnefs, but I was very 
conciTe, and did not make the leaft mention of 

her 
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her Royal Highnefs deceafed, becaufe chat lofs dill 
very fenfibly afFcds the King. He very gacioufly 
enquired after his Serene Highnefs, and declared 
that it would always give him great joy to hear that 
he was in good health. As it was my firft audi- 
ence, I confined myfelf to fpeak only of public 
news, about which his Majefty was very inquifitive. 
Next day I had a conference with Mr. Miiller for 
two full hours, 1 fpeak to the King when I pleafe, 
and he always hears me with great goodnefs ; I dif- 
cover no earneftnefs to be gone, and Mr. Miiller 
believes, that he will get me difpatched fooner than 
I expeft. ' I am, Qc. 

P. S. As money is much wanted here, it would 
be doing the King a fignal fervice to furnifh him 
with fome by the way of Conftantinople. Think 
of this. Sir. . 

'•B' •>(» f|p!P *X* ▼■* •■• •»' ▼■• *•* ••* ^m' 'W ^m* *jC *■' ^m* ^m' •W *»" •»• *■' •■* *■* 'B' '■C 

LETTER VII. 

To the SamCf 

SIR,* Bender^ July 19, lyto* 

SINCE my arrival here I have wrote to you 
twice 5 and I hope you have received my let- 
ters. I write this other to have it ready for any 
opportunity, and if I cannot foon meet with an 
occafion of fending it direftly by Belgrade, I will 
caufe it to make the tour by Conftantinople. The 
King continues always in good health, and takes 
an airing on horfeback twice a day regularly. The 
Turkifh Captain who is on guard follows him al- 
ways, but alone. This week two couriers have ar- 
rived from Conftantinople; but the contents of the 
letters which they have brought arc kept fo fecrct, 
4 that 
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that it IS impoffibie to difcover the kaft thing 

The firft nicflcnger was immediately fcnt back, anc 

at his return, which may happen in about S days. 

'tis faid we fhall then pofitively know what we 

zre to exped. Meanwhile I make no doubt of gooc 

iiews> becaufe not only the Turks are making xea< 

dy to take the field, and are making feveral mo- 

tions ^ but ftill more becaufe cotours afc making 

with a crown and C. XII. It is believed that thi 

is for the Feldberr of the Cofl^cks. I have reaibr 

to be fatisBed with the reception that I meet wixi 

here from all the Swedes ; but cfpecially, I cannoi 

enough praifc the goodnefs of his Majefty. Hi 

fpeaks to me eyery time he fees me, and furnifhei 

me pften with opportunities of (peaking to him oi 

bufmefs : and altno' he is one of the mod impene' 

trable Princes in ihe world, I however difcoverec 

that he is difcoBtented with the Allies, becaufe thej 

h^ve not oppofed the King of Denmark. 

Mr. MuUer has ftewed the King fome of th< 
pieces which I brought with me. The King appear- 
ed to me content with them, and I am greatly de- 
ceived if he does not give full juftice to his Highnefs 
I hope to be difpatched from hence before the de- 
partjur^ of hU Majefty, and confequently bipfon 
viflter. I am entirely, (^c. 

P. S. You have here, Sir, agreat majny frienfJs wh< 
fend their hearty compliments to you, and drinl 
your health often, particularly Sparre, Hardt an<; 
Muller, Hylten ♦ is no longer in the Scjcretarie^ 
Office. 

• This is the Secretary whom he mentioned in bis fiift letter 
who was difgraccd for writing news to S\V<dea. , 
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J SUPPLEMENT upon a Leaf apart. 

You fee by the date, that this letter has been writ- 
ten more than fix weeks -, but as the King has nop 
judged it proper to fend back any of the three mef- 
feng; rs who have arrived from Germany one after 
the other, 1 hazard to fend this by Conftantinople^ 
for which city a Courier is to fet out in a few mi- 
nutes. This hinders me from anfwering at fuH 
length, the three polls which I have received of 
the 14th and 29th of September. The laft brings 
me letters of exchange upon Conftantinople. This 
offer was extremely well received ; but perhaps it 
will not be accepted, as the 400,000 crowns which 
the Grand Signior offers to lend the King without 
intereft, arc expefted to be payed every day. I 
am bold to fay that the goodnefs and favour of his 
Majefty towards me augment every day. I have 
caufed the King to be founded as to my departure 1 
hut he has begged of me (if I may prefumcto ufe 
the word) fo gracioufly to wait a couple of months 
longer, that I confented without the leaft refift- 
ance. I hope this will be to charge me with fom^ 
commiffions for the Allies, when we (hall have re- 
ceived a pofitiveanfwer from Conftantinople, which 
cannot fail, as not only the new Vifier AchmcC 
Facha of Aleppo, (who has been chofen fince thd 
voluntary refignation of Numen Eacha) has enter- 
ed upon his office ; but liktwife the Cham of the 
^ Tartars who is a very good Swede, has been again 
called to Conftantinole laft week. According to 
this difpofition, the King will yet pafs the winter 
here, to fet out at length with the affiftance fo long 
promifed. I have been obliged like all the reft to 
build myfclf a little winter houfe, ahd I expeft 
that my chamber will coft me dean Judge Sir, if 
it is cheap living here, as we are obliged to pay 
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24 crowns for a faddle, and 4 franks for (hoeing 
horfe. All my commiffioners fucceed well, ai 
you fhall be fully informed concerning them by t: 
firft courier, whom the King promifes me to fei 
back forthwith. I will prcfs him on account of i 
own affairst 

General Lagcrcrona has been difgraced with 
tbefe few . days, on account of a quarrel, he % 
with Colonel Grothufen, who is much in the Kin 
fevour. I fancy the firft will very foon be fent 
"Way from hence. Hard and DahldorfF have be^ 
made Major Generals. I beg of you Sir, to given 
Kfpc^s to his Highnefs, and make my excufes f 
not writing. This I fliall do fully by the firft Coi 
rier. I have no time to ftop, and it is by a kij 
ef intrigue that I make this letter pafs by Cp: 
Itantinoplc. I am, (^c. 



^»^A&^r SUPPLEMENT. 

_ _ • ■ • * ' 

The RuiTian Ambaflador at Conftantinopk h 
made an attempt to poifon Paniatowfki and ti 
Palatin of Kiovia, but his defign has been difa 
vered. 

I beg of you Sir, to reprefent to his HighniE 
the refolution I have uken to remain here ^ part 
the winter, altho* almoft all my corpmiffionsa 
-liniihed. 'Tis but making a bad bargain to c 
change the abode ^t Hamburgh, at Kicl,^ or Ha 
nover for that as Bender, where pleafurcs are ve; 
thin fowB. Continue, I beg of you, to fepd n 
news often, as the King begins to be very inqui 
tlve on that head. 

Before tins letter was fent away Mr, Fahrdcius h 
wrote the following to the Duke Adminiftrator^ 

4 L E : 
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LETTER Vm. 

SIR, Btnier^July 14^*- 24, I7tO« 

I Should oftner have the honour of fending my 
humble narratives to your Serene Highneft, if 
tlie opportunities of fending them were, as frequent 
as the matters to write about are important. But 
as a Turk the day before yefterday brought a packeC 
from Belgrade, which Count Reventlau had fent 
thither from Vienna, and as I prefume he will re- 
turn very foon, I would not omit writing the pre- 
fect letter to have it ready beforehand. 'Die letters 
bfought by the Turk were fo much the more a- 
greeable, as they gave us intelligence of feveral 
pieces of good news ; as for example, the news of 
the Swedifli fleet of 16 men of war quitting their 
ports and taking 13 Danifh veflels loaded with 
corn, and with many faitors on board ; likewife 
that the Mufcovites had been repulfed with great 
lofs in their attack upon the fuburb of Riga ; that 
Wibourg had been fo Well furnifhcd with proVi- 
fions, that it had no danger to fear. I had the ho- 
hbur to read all thefe news to his Majefty for an 
hour together in the Secretaries ofiice, and he ap- 
peared greatly pleafed with them. I (hould wim. 
Sir, tb have often fuCh, or at Icaft fome other r\6- 
vclties to relate here, becaufe it would furnifh me 
With ^ favourable opportunity of difjourfing with 
his Majefty, and talking to him of bufinefs. I read 
among others the account of the Berlin Gaz?tt*^ 
as to what pafled here which greatly diverted hirn, 
as likcwifc a paffagc in the French Gazette of Hol- 
land, where it is laid, That the return of his Majejly 
is greatly wijbed for^ provided he returns with fad* 
fick fentiments^ and without too nurhe^ ous a retinue. 

C 2 No- 
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Nothing pofitive, however, can be faid as to th< 

return of this Prince. We ftill flatter ourfelve 

that it will happen before the end of fumnjer, tha 

fuccours may be drawn together on the frontiers o 

Pomerania before the end of winter ; but thef 

are only conjc6tures. We will be more exactly in 

formed about it on the return of the meflenger dif 

patched from hence 8 days ago, and of that whid 

the Ottoman Porte fent to the Czar after the depo 

fition of the Grand Vifir to defire him to with 

draw his troops from Poland, and to fet at libert; 

the 1500 Swedes taken prifoners in Walachia. I 

is certain however, that magazines are forming 01 

the frontiers for the fubfiftence of a nximerou 

Turkifh arpfiy, and that the Cham of the Tartars 

and Hkewife the Zaporovian CofTacks, and thof 

of the Don, hold themfelves in readinefs on th 

firft orders to penetrate into Poland* Yeftcrdaj^ 

for the firft time, I vifited the Cham of the Tail 

tars. He is a venerable old man, has wit, and i 

good deal of knowledge for a Tartar, He ha 

made feveral campaigns againft the chriftians, anc 

•was at the famous fiege of Vienna. His fon is ft 

beautiful, and fo well made, that his Majefty fay 

often in jeft, That he furpaffes in beauty^ all th 

women in Sweden and Germany. I cannot fufficientl; 

reprefent to your Serene Highnefs, how much th< 

Swedes are efteemed and confidered among tb 

Turks and Tartars. A few days ago I was pre fen 

at a Turkifli feaft, which the Kiaja of the Balhav 

of Bender gave to the principal Swcdifh olBcci-s 

where were placed fucceffively, above 160 difFeren 

dilhes upon a table ferved by 12 perfons. Afte 

the cloth was removed, we were entertained wit! 

mufic after the Turkifli fafhion, and feveral player 

gave us a kind of comedy. Meanwhile, I d( 

not fail to feize every favourable opportunity t< 

acquit myfelf of my commiffipns. If I were per 

mitte( 
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mitted to fend exprefles to Belgrade*, your Seren^ 
Highnefs fhould more often receive my humble 
letters. But as his Majefty exprefsly forbids it, I 
am reduced to acquit myfelf of my duty only upon 
a favourable opportunity. 

I have the honour ^o be, Sir, i^c. 
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LETTER IX- 

To the Duke Adminiftrator. 

Bendery Beeemh. 15. The Le tier 
SIR, was not fent off till the 2 ^tk' 

1' Beg your Serene Highnefs will believe that it 
was not my fault that I have not had the honour 
of writing to you fince the 12th of Auguft. I 
Batter myfelf that you will be fo good as believe 
Ifbat nothmg but an abfolute impoflibility hinder- 
ed me from writing. Befides, his Majefty fince 
the departure of Major Kuchenmeifter, has not fent 
any one to Germany thefe feveral months. I 
liave always been prevented from fending my let- 
ters by Conftantinople every time that I propofed 
to make them pafs that way, under pretence that 
the King was forthwith to fend off a courier for 
G^^ ihany. I attribute it to the hopes that the court 
basof receiving every moment a final and pofi- 
ll^e anfwer from the Grand Signior, and as his 
Mijelly in his prefent uncertainty does not choofe 
that any thing Ihould be publifiicd, I inftantly 
(informed to his inclination. Meanwhile I have 
fcoeived the exprefles which your Serene High- 
nefs font me. They arrived here on the 19th of 

C 3 Au- 
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AuguR:, the 14th and 291th of ScptOftibcr,.and.^ 
J 5 of November* The orders which chey bi ought 
are dated the 7,6th of June, |he loch and 12th oi 
Tuly, the 25th of Auguft and the 2 2d of Septeto 
ber. I return your Serene Highoefs my mof 
humble thanks for the permiflion you have beci 
pleafed to grant me along with my firft orders, o: 
feeing Conftantinople before my return, Witl 
this defign, I had fome thoughts of making a tou 
thither about the end of this month, and to retun 
afterwards to Bender j bqt his Majefty havinj 
nfientioncd to me that he coiUd wiAi I would fui 
pend my voyage till my departure, 1 will therefor 
put it off till then. 

P. S. In the mean time, in confequence of th 
orders of your Serene Highoefs, I offered to hi 
Majefty by Chancellor MiuHei?n, the loan of joo,oO' 
crowns which was, i^c. with thanks. Howeva 
as they do not, as yet, know whether the]^ wi 
have occafion for that fum at ConfUntinopie i 
Jpede, as the Grand ^ifir has advanced to the Kio| 
400,000 crowns, without mentioning any ciaic 
either ta the principal or intereft, bis M^yelly ear 
neftly wifhes that the fum of 100,000 crowns (booi^ 
be in i^adinefs at Vienna, that the fpring foIlowt«| 
in cafe of neccflity, ha might bring it itoan tbenc 
in fpecie, or elfe get: it by the> channel of the. M«i 
chants of Conftantinople. I ha»e only receive 
Iettei;s of exchange from Cotint Bevontiau,. bat li 
proniifes to. let me have the refk very foon by dj 
way of HolUod. The firft. (hing they tboughc c 
here, was to give fecurity to the Dvcal houfe k 
the repayment of the^ money, Mr. Miillem^ h 
that purpofe, having expediocd an order to the jr« 
g^ncy of Stade, to treat on that head with the S^ 
rene houfe, acwi to affign it» or elfe give fome fuitabi 
fecurity when the maoey fhail be payed,, or tl 
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leuJoit>! orex&h»ikg0 tranfmit^ed iq' the -Secretaries 
offiipe/ 'As to the other joo^ooo crowns which (he. 
Bacat honfe likcwife propofes to adv0ncie» ih^ k)ap 
muft l^ tranfaiftcd witii the fenate in Swcujen, who 
feem to delire that this fum (houid be paid to the 
royal treasury at Stockholcn. 

In the mean time I offered to his Majcfty • -^ - - 
It was perfedly well received, and looked upon as 
a. convincing proof of the friendihip of your S^r 
rene Highnefs, therefore his Majefty ordered me 
to return you his fincere. thanks. 

The news from Hanover, which fays that the 
Eledtof is difpofed to renew the alliance with his 
Majefty, has been fo much the more agreeable 
here,' as we are thereby perfuaded that the intent of 
tke alHancc' between the Elcdor and the King of 
Denmark, is not fuch as our enemies affed to g^ve 
out. Altho' it is the general opinion that the E« 
ledor cofskl eafify have declined it in the prefent con* 
jiiwfttrre, the court ncvcrthelefs declare thcif reah 
dindsto agree to the propofitions made by him, 
m which cafe his Majefty is very^ willing that thi9 
Stosjta^ houfe alfo accede to k^ 

As to what regards the treaty to be negotiated 
besween the Senate and the Allies^ concerning the 
delivering up of S^ooo Swediih troqps in Pome- 
rania to the latter ^, it is certain his Majefty will 
nevex conient ta it ; and in truth, the affair feema 
ti> be of confequoKe. Neither will he bear men* 
tkn/madeof the plan of neutrality f^ his Majefty 
■ot being of the mind,, as be declares bunfelf, ca 
fiiffeit iiis hands to be bound, by any Prince in tha 
world. He is particularly diffatis&ed, that Poland; 
^9od Jutland being comprised in the neutraJi^, aq^ 

■* « * 

* See Lamberti^s MeiBoics^ torn. vi. p. 284. arid elfewhcre. . 
..^T.Lamberus Memoirsy com. viii. p. 9I3. 2S5. 2S9. 292. 296. 
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eqiralfty ts oWerved with regard* to them. I'v^ 
tured, but with all poflible modefty, to alledge 
the reafons I could think of to prevail witiv 
Majefty to accept of it, by reprefenting to him i 
advantage it would be to his kingdom, and that 
leaft it would be neceflary for him* to diffcmblc i 
fome time, till the appearance of more favouril 
coniunftures, when he might unmalk his defig 
with fuccefs. But I fuccccded fo badly in this ; 
tempt, that I even fear when this letter goes < 
that a new proteftation will be fent to Germany 
We may eafily forefee ho at that fecond declarati 
will be received by the Allies. However, I s 
ftill fully convinced, that the King will never ii 
dertake any thing againft the Empire, and fl 
much Icfs in fevour of France ; and that he \\ 
only employ the Ottoman forces and his own troo 
againft the Czar, and againft King Auguftus. 
were to be wilhed that his Majefty would public 
declare his defigns with regard to this, to all t 
courts interefted in the affairs of the North, but 
thinks himfelf the lefs obliged to this, as he is n 
bound to give an account of his aftions to any or 
As far as 1 fee, 'tis believed, that by the ruptu 
between the Turks and Mufcovites, the ftreng 
of the enemv will be at leaft fo counterbalance 
that there will be no great need of any other '< 
fiftance, fo that this court will not be very forwai 
to agree to a general peace. However, they wi 
much to conclude a treaty with Denmark, that 1: 
Majefty may form an army capable of making ftej 
againft that of the Czar and King Auguftus, ar 
of taking ample revenge. I can likewife affu 
your Serene Highnefs, that your good offices, 
to a treaty with Denmark, could not fail of b 

• The firft is dated the 30th of Novexnb, and is iofcrted 
LambertJj vol. vi. 
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.iog very agreeable to his Majefty, and that. the 
CQiidkians on his part will be very reafonablc, 
provided the point of honour is not hurt, anid it 
appear that the firft propofal of an accomiix)da- 
lioft comes from the other fide. Here they arc 
in the utmoft impatience to know wiiat the Mi- 
nifter of your Serene Highnefs ihall have negoti- 
ated as to this point. ' 

As to my return to Holftein, it is true that I 
(hould have been very glad to have got back be- 

• fore the great fair of Kiel, but as your Serene 
Highnefs has done me the favour to declare that I 
need net be very earneft in that point, I have fub- 
mitted to your orders the more chearfully, as his 
Majefty himfelf in the mofl: gracious manner^ told 
»me, fbat if would give him great pleafure if 1 would 
remain here at leafi a part of the winter. For the 
future, therefore, my departure will depend folely 
upon his orders, and according to all appearance, 
I (hall not be able to fet out before the begin- 
ning of next fpring* If I have been formerly 

, rallied for preferring my pleafures to every thing 
eJfc, your Serene Highnefs will fee by tytry 
part of this letter, that no charge can be worfe 
fouiide<], as on this occafion I can prefer your glory 
and my duty, to every thing that is called Plea- 
fure. Our whole bufinefs confiiis in taking an airing 
onhorfeback with the King regularly twice a day. 
The converfation with the Turks is but very dull, 
and confifts only in fmoaking and drinking coffee. 
Neither does writing afford us much employment, 
as a courier is hardly difpatchcd once in two 
months. The King, it is true, has been at lad 
prev^iiled on to eftablifh a regular poft by Buchareft 
and Belgrade, as far as Pcterwaradin, the Empe- 
rors poft coming no farther than that place. The 
mcflenger who oarries this letter, is the firft who 
fakes this route. 

For 
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Fof thtfc kvtttH weeks paft, our cMef employ 
ulrat has been to build ourfelves houfes, and fu 
nifii ihem mih fophzs and carpets in the Tiirkij 
tafte. We have e*en built a fmall fort cm t} 
banks of the Neiper, within half a cannon {hot ( 
this place, and we cannot be reproached with want 
ing either fire or a place of refideficc, even in tb 
heart of Budziack Tartary, but this cofts each c 
us at leaft 4 or 500 crowns. The Seralkier ha 
caufed to be built a kind of (eraglio for the King 
which ha» very much the air of one of our fmal 
farms in Hotfteio, only that it is painted with : 
great variety of cokiurs, and has a woodeo roof. 
It it to be obferved, chat a feraglio, properl] 
jpeaking, Is a palace, contrary to the figniBcatiei) 
that is falfcly given to it in Germany, where it it 
taken for a place in which the women are (hut up. 
This lall is named a Harem, and alt males are pro* 
hSnted to enter it except the cock of thefe cbifletw 
ed pullets. I will bring with me at my return, Ic- 
veral curious- nemwrks upon Turky. 

Many believe that tnc body. of Mufeoviies en- 
camped oa the frontiers of Poland, within flx 
leagues of this place, may happen to psy us a Vifit 
in- our new city when the rivers arc once frozen. 
This the King ardently defires, as it would haften 
the rupture betwixt them and the Turks. 

Mr. has not only been recalled from his 

poft, biit has been made Landfhofding in Sweden •. 
This is a proof of his Ma]efty*s regard for your 
Serene Highncfs, and of his fatisfa&ion in being 
able to do you a pleafure. Mr. MiiUern, a few 
" — ago, was created Chancellor of the court. I 
tioaed in my letter to Baton Goertz to day, 
other promotions that happened at the fame 

• That u Governor of a Province 
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Ta cpadude, a& to what coocam^ lh« nf w^ pf 
this pUce^ J A^U h€re giv^ a ik^c)) of them^ but 
ioa very coociCe manner, I'eo^arking the begia- 
ning, the continuation, and the end* Your So- 
rone Highnefs already kaows that after the un^happy 
battle of Pultowa,^ and afcer thie retreat inco 1 ur«- 
ky, bis Majefty's defigo was. to. go and join the 
ajuny of Craflau la Poland, a^ £000 aa his woiia)d 
fl^ould he cured. For that purpofe he ordered 
Colonel GyUenkrok to come to meet hina with 
800 lacen. But as the Ottoman Porte in the meao 
tiooe o&red him of their owa accord a more coa- 
Cdei^able e&ort, he judgird it more proper to a^* 
c^t of it, as he was too late to j^oin the Arrpy of 
Cifafiau, which had already retired to PomeraiM^- 
la fa£t, ail the preparations fqr thia efcort wens air 
re^y made, wheat^eCzar beioginformed of it, eoir- 
pl^yedfevcral tons of gold to bring the Grand 
Vifip AJi Pa^ha over to his infiereft. He fuqceeded 
inilhis, very- happiJy ^ fo chat the truce betwean tht 
Porte and Kuffia was not only prolonged)^ but. frr 
vecaj d^^ukies were begun t)o be Parted, not only 
ii\ fcfpei^l to the promiled efcortg^ but alfo in regard 
vs^ fjsverat Swedifli flaves who had witbdirawn kom 
th«;ir mailers to the hi^ufib of Mr. Neugebaer tha 
Kjngft's envoy at Coaftantiiiople* The Ottoman 
Porte even went fo far as to coacJude a Pieaee wish 
the Gzar and King Auguflus by the Cham of ehe 
Tartais, who can^ to w^ic upon the King on that 
amount. His Majisfty inftead of bearkAingiii the 
k^ft to the pfopolitions, drew up a long memo- 
rial,i ia which he compla^^ed biuerly ^gaiafl! the' 
Oraod Vifir, and demanded ikisfadion. TUa 
mf09prial General Poniatowiki found means* of 
puttiog into the Grand SigaiorV own bands* 

During. thefe tranfaftions^ die Sultan had fent ta 
the King 1 5 horfes magnificently caparifoned aftee 
tbeTurkilh fafliion. His Majefty accepted the 

horfes 
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horfes as a prelcnt of the Grand Signior: but he 
refufcd with a fteady firmnefsthe five others which 
■the Vifir had added to them, altho' the Serafkier 
of Bender entreated him even upon his knees, re^ 
prefenting that the King by his refiilal would exJ- 
pofe himiclf to the utmoft danger, and if might 
alfb coll the fuppliant his head. The King an- 
fwered dryly, 7hat be couH not accept of prefents 
from the grand Viftr, who bad fuffered himfelf to be 
(orrupted by bis enemies, and againfi wbom be bad 
slrtatfy preferred a eemplaint to the Grand Signior. 
Accordingly .the horfes in queftion, were not only 
ftnt back, but General Poniatdwfki had orders be- 
fides, to infift upon the depofition of the Grand 
Vifir as a traitor corrupted by the money of the 
Mufcovites. That depefhion followed jbme days 
after. AH Facba was banifhed to a fmall iHand in 
the Archipelago, his goods were confifcatcd; ;lnd 
his wives and his effefts publicly fold by auftion. 
He "Would even have loft his life, if his fucceflisr 
Numeo Cupruli had not preferred it from gcnero- 
fity. ' The Vifiriat of this iaft fecmed to promifc 
all kinds of advantages to the King, he being not 
only a very brave and very honeft man, but hav- 
ing alfo caufed the Mufti and feveral other parti- 
fans of the Mufcovites to be depofed, on which 
account -we no longer doubted of the promifed 
efcort. 

But this minifter being too- rigorous and fevere, 
and not very follicitous to conform himielf to the 
Emperor's humour, he began foon to fear him as 
much as the people adored him, who all reverenced 
him almoft as a faint. He therefore held the ad* 
miniftration only about two months, when he re- 
] to his BafhawHc or government of Negro- 
having deni»idcd and obtained leave, to re- 

Thfl 
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The Mufcovtte party greatly flattered themfelres 

that this revolution would extremely crofs the 

King's deHgns ; but General Poniatowiki making 

an excellent advantage of this vacancy, found means 

of diretStly informing the Grand Signior himfelf ia 

feveral important points, as to the future defigns 

apd intrigues of the Mufcovites : infomuch that 

he was promifed a pofitive anfwer as foon as the 

new Vifir Mehemet Bafliaw Ihould arrive from 

Aleppo. This Vifir began, not only by depofing 

the Aga of the Janiflaries, but alfo gave orders to 

the Cham of the Tartars to come from Crim to 

Conftantinople, where he arrived dire<31y, after 

having affured the King by one of his Sods that 

he would employ all his credit to forward his de* 

figns. 

Tolftoy, the Mufcovite Ambaflador, feeing the 
turn that affairs were raking, found no other re-* 
fburcc for recovering his authority, than to bribe 
a domeftic of General Poniatowiki, who was to 
poilbn his mailer, and alfo the Waivode Kiowfki, 
which however did not fucceed, the black defign 
being difcovered in time, and the traitor condem* 
ned to the Gatlies. 

At length after feveral conferences, we had oa 
the 28th of November, the agreeable news by a. 
courier from Conftantinople that a war had ^been 
refolvcd upon. On the 5th of December, the Se- 
raflcier of Bender, and Hofpodar of Walachia Mau- 
ro Cordato were depofed. The Waivode Kiowlki 
arrived here on the 6th with the confirmation of 
the refoiution taken immediately to make war with 
a fleet of 200 fail by fea, 20,000 Tartars and 
150,000 Turks by land. The Cham of the Tar- 
tars followed him on the loth, and was received 
with great ceremony and inexprefiible joy by every 
one here. He affured us that the rupture was zU 
ready begun, as the Mufcovite Ambaf&der was 

' fent 
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fcnt a prifoner to the Seven Towers, next qiornin,,.^^ 
lie had an audience of the King, which Ullcd four 
-houn, and yefterday being the t4Ch he fct out for 
Crim, to make the neceflfary preparations for an 
irruption into Ruflia, which he reckons he Ihall un- 
dertake this winter yet. The Waivode Kiowfki 
has received the command of 40,000 Budziak Tar- 
tars to attempt to diflodgc the Mufcovites, who arc 
poftcd on the frontiers, 20,000 Janiflaries are ex- 
pefted here in a few days* In five weeks the Grand 
Vilir is to be at Baba the general rendezvous of the 
army within twenty leagues of Bender, and the 
Grand Signior is at the fame time to repair to Adri- 
anoplc. 

Such, fir, has been the happy conclufion of this 
grand affair, the fuccels of which, is folely owing 
to the King's fteadinefs and the great vigilance of 
General Poniarowlki. 

We arc very curious to know how this new war 
is looked upop in Chriftendom. What is certain^ 
iS| that it is not the intention of the King to do the 
leaft prejudice to the empire by it. The allies jo be 
fully certain of it, need only mediate a peace with 
Denmark. I will not fet out till I have received 
the laft orders of your Serene Highnefs. I have 
the honour to be, ^c. 

LETTER X. 

To Barw Goertv^ 

SIR, Spider^ Dec. 24^ 17 10. 

ALTHO' his Majefty the King of Sweden 
has fcnt no courier to Germany fince the 12th 
of Auguft, when Captain Kuchcnmciftcr fet out y 

I nc- 
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,1 ncverthelcfs, about three weeks ago, riiked to 
write you by the way^ of Conftantinople. 1 hope 

you havfc received that letter, as I fent it to Con- 
ftantinople, under a cover, addreflfed to Mr, Col- 
liers the Dutch ambaffador there, v^^ho fent it to 
Mr, Hamel Bruninx at Vienna* It contained an 
anfwer to four of your letters, one of which I re- 
ceived on the 19th of Auguft, another by the way 
of Conftantinople, on the 24th of the fame month ; 
the 3d on the X4th of September, and the 4th by 
Silfvercrantz the 29th of the fame month. Since 
that time Mr. Tungelfeldt, a Swedifli captain, ar- 
rived on the 15th of December from Scania. He 
has brought me three of your letters of the 2jds 
2^th, and 29 th of September. 

As my letter fent by Conftantinople was very con- 
cife, and as I am not very fure befides, that you 
received it *, I (hall here repeat the moft material 
circumftances of the prcfent (ituation of affairs, 
and then I (hail anfwer thofe letters that I have 

"lately received. As to the alliances which the 
court of Haqover has made with the Czar and 
the King of Denmark, I cannot deny, but at firft, 
that circumftance had like to have given the King 
a bad opinion of the friendHiip of the Elefkor, and 
fo much the more as the enemies of that court 
have laboured to fhew in the new alliances, a latent 
defign of taking poflcflion of the country of Bre- 
men : but happily 1 have received by the fame poft, 
letters from the Eleftoral Prince, and from Mr. 
BcrnfdorfF, with a long memorial juftifying the 
tranfaftion. This joined to the offer of the court 
of Hanover, of renewing its alliance with his Swe- 
difli Majefly, has difabufed the miniftry here, and 
likewife the King : and altho* thefc alliances with 
the enemies of Sweden are not at all to his Hkiog, 

♦ That fetter is loft. 

he 
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be ncv^rthekfs^ looks upon the Elcftor of Hanover^- ' 
as- his bcft friend among the chriftian Princes. 
This however is not much> ^s he is far from being 
fatisiied with his other allies, who inftead of a gua- 
rantee to which they have bound themfelves, want 
to force him to a neutrality, which appears to him 
fo niuch the more difadvantageous, as there is not 
only no equality pbferved in regard to Jutland and 
Poland, but as his point of honour is offended, by 
the meafures they have taken in order to compel 
him toobferve it. It would be too long to repeat 
here all the arguments I ufed to reprefcnt to him, 
that the allies could not ad: othcrwife on account of 
the war in which they are engaged with France, 
and that they even alledge that they have hereby 
done a fervice to Sweden. I hoped by my difcourfe 
to bring the King to accept the neutrality ; but my' 
labour was quite loft, and I am greatly deceived if 
another proteft be not publifhed againft it. The 
King will ftill lefs hear mention made of the treaty 
concluded at the Hague, for the 8000 men in 
Pomerania, in which he does not feem to me to aA 
much amifs, notwithftanding feveral advantages 
that might attend it, as it is the only body of troops 
the King can employ, if the Turks enter Poland. 
I have demqnftrated to Mr. Mullern, that it would 
be greatly for his Majefty*s intercft, that if he does 
not choofe to obferve the neutrality, he would at 
lead diflemble his fentimcnts of it. He was of my 
opinion, efpecially, as at prefent the King of Den- 
mark would certainly aft again (I the neutrality, if 
he. continued in his intention of putting his troops 
into winter quarters in Holftein ; and that the 
Swedes thereby might get the whole vengeance of 
the allies to fall upon him, and procure that body 
of 15,000 men for Sweden, as it would be againft 
her otherwife ; but the King anfwered, that he was 
too ftncere to deceive an^ one^ and to promife a thing 

that 
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thmJif J^ n9 d^A to perfoYm. Mr. Mullem iiv 

the b^can.time is perfuaded, that he will undertake. 

cotJUiog againft thie empire^ and I am alfo fully of 

this opinion \, but he will have a dii&cuky in de« 

daring this, bccapfe he pretends, that the allien 

have not a^ed genteelly by him \ and that as tWy 

have done nothing for him, he is not obliged co do 

any t|iing for them. It appears to me that the hopes 

form^ by this court of their drawing themfelves out 

of all their troubles; by the fole afiiftance of the 

Turks^ without diat of. any others whatever, is 

the |rue foundation of thefe fentimentv and of all 

thcprotefta that have been made. Meanwhile the 

news, of the King of Denmark's deOgn againft 

H<^j^ein, may perhaps have fuch an ifTue, as to 

oblige^ Denmark to conclude a peace, which is 

greatly defired here, as the King has; no relentment 

againft the King of Dienniark, but fays, that he 

was feiduced by King Auguftus. He was very well 

ple^^d, fir, to he^r that you are to make a journey 

hither. I believe that this court .wilLbe very eafy 

an4 : reaibnable, as to the conditions of this peace^ 

provided the point of honour be faved, which is 

thegreat article* 

The news of a great battle * in Spain, and of the 
terrible. difturbances that have arifen in England^ 
makes it be believed here, that both parties will in 
good earneft think of a general peace, and 'tis doubted 
whejtber any obfkcles can be made to it, if the parties 
are ieriouily difpofe^ to put an end to the war. They 
appear here fam^ch the. more indifferent on thi3 
heady as they know not what they are to expe^^ 
from the allies after the conclufion of th^ peac^. 
At kaft they are perfuaded, that they will do no- 
thing for King Staniflaus ; and that this Prince h^ 
no othf:r refource for recovering his throne,, but 

* Th^ battle of BrigfauerSy the 8tli December^ 17 lo, 

D ! the 
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Ac rupture between the Tutks and MufcofiteSf «l 
which, in my opinion, they are not much in tbd 
wrong. As this court haa indeed formed no ar^ 
tain plan as to Germany, I endeavoured to per- 
fuadc the King, that if he would not accede to *h^ 
heucrality^ nor make a puUic declaration, that he 
had no intention of acting againft the empire, h^ 
would at lead declare as much in confidence to that 
power, which he believed to be his greateft friends- 
But he anfwcred, that is inedlefsy they ^iU fes thai 
foon enough at my return. I endeavoured to infi- 
nuate, that in the mean timfe his enemies taking 
advantage of his filence, might prejudice the llliei 
againft his Majefty, and nrwike them beliete that 
he aded in concert with France, and mentioned as a 
proof of it the memorial of the Ruffian ambafl&dor^ 

£' refehred at Berlin and the Hague *, which may 
t moft joftly and moft fully anfwcred. The King 
ftill allcdged, that this would be needkfs^ and that the 
aUies would be much inclined to heUeve HI of him, if 
they f[ive credit to all the artifites and intrigues of his 
inemies. It would be an infallible means for the 
lilies to gain the friiendfhip abci confidence of tht 
King of Sweden, if they would make repeated de*- 
clararions, that they do not dtfire to force him to 
any thing ; and that they believe him too juft to 
^undertake any thing againft the empire/ unlefe he 
\% forced to it, as he has always hitherto made ap- 
pear. I can dcthonftrace to you, Sir, that the me- 
morial of theMufcovrte ambaffador is a mere tifllie 
bf falfehoods. For firft, the King far from hav- 
ing any correfpondence with Prince Ragotflci, 
•has arh ill will to him on account of his bad treat- 
ment of the troops of the Palatine of Kiovia, which 
he will revenge fooner or later. I have myfeff heard 
him fpeak of him with the ucmoft contempt. Next 

• It is infcrtcd In Lamberil^ Vol. VI. p. 310. 

It 
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it is very certain, ,that the King cannot in his pre- 
fcnt fituation dq the faial}eft fcrvicq to Fance. I 
fee th^ accounts of M. Crpnftram from Paris cvcrjt 
poft, an4 i can affure you they npvcr contain any 
thing b^tco^imon new^, or other triSes not in the 
leaft concerning the. allies. It was very injuriou$ 
likewife to fufpeft any ray^ery in the journey that 
Mr. Defaljeurs made hither, in his way from Hun- 
gary to Conllantinople. Qefidbs, that it lay in his 
road, I knQw for certain, that he propofed only 
the tnediation .of the (ctng ^is .made;-, between the 
King of Sweden an^d the Czar \ and th^t his offer 
was not »cceptied. Judge from this, Sir, if the ai- 
ties have reafon to take the leaft umbrage, or to 
fufpe^t the King's having any engagement with 
France. The Mufcovite ambaiTador CayjSi .nexi^ 
that the |Cing offers the Gr^nd Signior, to . piake 
part of Pphpd tributary to him, if be wil] l^j:eak 
with Mufcovy. This ag§in i^ a bold falfehood. Jf. 
is certain, that the King lince he has been in .th«^ 
country, has not taken a fmgle ftep {-hat.! cpjil^ 
fiain his glpry. Far frQ^l this, never ^did an un- 
happy prince fhew fo much firmnefs of mind, and jQp 
Jiigh a fpirit; and to fee the manner, in \ybich,}v^ 
procured the depofition of the Grand Vifir Aji 
Pacha, one would fay that he com^mands in this 
country as in his own. I flatter myfelf, however:, 
that the King when he leaves this place will ordi^r 
fuch a decoration tp be m^de to the allies, as .th^ 
will have reafon to be fully fatisfied with. But^I 
doubt much whether he will make it fooqer, bi^- 
caufe nc;yer baying given them any reafon to cof^- 
plain of him, he does not think himfclf obliged, to 
declare before haqd his intention of not doing wh^t 
he never intended to do. I ihall endeavour to ob- 
tiin fuch a declaration when I come away. I in- 
f )rmed myfelf likewife if it was true that Barpn 
S:ralcnheim had protcfted at Vienna againft giving 

D 2 the 
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the command of the troops aflTcmbled for maintain- 
ing the neutrdlity, to his cleftoral highnefs of Ha- 
nover. I was anfwcred, that they doubted whe-, 
ther Mn Stralenheim had done ic ; that at leaft he 
could receive no orders from hence, as we knew 
nothing of the affsur before the arrival of the letter 
from Hanover. They arc here too well acquaint- 
ed with the interefts of Sweden, not to wifli the 
command of that army rather into the hands of the 
Elector of Hanover, than . . . • .as the 
King flatters himfelf, that he would not employ 
it againft him ; for without that, he fays, he would 
be obliged to look upon him as his enemy. As to 
rnyfelf I am ftili in hopes there will be a general 
peace, and that then the empire having no longer 
any reafon to fear an invafion of the Mufcovites, 
the> SwediQ} troops ifi Pomefania will no longer be 
prohibited to enter Poland. I endeavour to make 
the befl: ule I can of the news which I hear ; and 
as the King begins to be very curious, this often 
procures me occafions of difcourfing with him alone. 
With this view alfo of fatisfytng his curiofity, the 
King is going at length to eftabHfh a regular poft", 
who is to fet out from hence every fifteen days, and 
another from Belgrade to bring us the letters from 
Germany. Count Reventlau therefore need only ad- 
drefs thofe he receives for me to the Jew at Belgrade. 
By this method we will have news more regularly, 
you of the affairs of Turkey, and we of thofe of 
Germany. We flatter ourfelver here, that the 
Swedes have had fome advantSige in the battle 
fought at fca, in the Kaegerbugt ; 'tis pfetendcd 
at leafl:, that it has broke the defigns of the Danes 
to tranfport the Mufcovjtes into Scania. We are 
no longer under apprehenfions for that defcent, as ^ 
'cis alledgcd, that the corps under Field-marlhal 
Stcinbok is in a very good condition. 

Thus 
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-^ Thus far in anfwcr ta the articles of your excels-' 
lency's letter. I have only a word to mention of my 
own particular affairs, and then I (hall entertain 

you with t(ie news of this country. Our chief 

dlverfion is to go an airing twice a day regularly 
with the King. The converfation with the Turks 
ia but very dull. Mr. Grothuien ihines among 
tbcm. He talks the Turkifli language tolerably 
well. The King takes particukir notice of himj 
which procures him envy from not a few. He is 
one of my warmeft friends, and has done me good 
offices with the King; We all build houfes here, 
as_tho* we were to fpend a confiderable part of 
our lives here. Mine with the ftable, kitchen, &c. 
will cofl: me upwards of a hundred crowns. 

As to my, departure, 1 fhould have been ex- 
tremely glad to have been able to have got back 
about the time of the great fair of Kiel. But both 
his Serene Highnefs orders me in all his letters not 
to haften my return, and his Majefty likewife has 
declared, with great goodnefs, that he fhould be 
glad I would pafs a part of the winter with him, 
fo that I do not now think of fetting out before the 
month of March next. I believe his Majcfty's 
dcfigp is to flop me till he receives a laft and final 
refolution from Conftantinople, and then to fend 
me back with his declaration and his orders. I once 
had a defire of going poft to Conflantinople, and 
then to come back here ; but the King has declared, 
that, he ihould wiih rather^ that I would defer it till 
my ]aft departure, that he might not lofe my com- 
paQy« This has almoft made me vain. 

I have not yet made any ufe of my letters of ex- 
change upon Conftantinople. But as I begin to 
^ant money, I have taken about two thoufand 
crowns here from Major-general Stardh. I have 
ordered Benedix Goldfchmidt to pay them to Pe^ 
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ter Greve. I beg of you to give bim the fame pf 
ders if there be a neccffity for it, that the repay • 
mcnt may not be ncgledcd. 

At length. Sir, I can tell you pofitiveiy a very 
great piece of news, nameiy, a rcfolution is taken 
at Conftantinople to make war on the Czar by fea 
Und iand. You will fee by my account to his Se* 
rene Highnefs, all the intrigues that have been 
carried on fince the depofition of the old Vifir AJi 
^acha, .and how at length General Poniatowfl^l 
(who is certainly a worthy man, and one to whom 
the King owes a great deal) happily furmounted all 
obftacks. I ihall only add, thatthefirll news of it 
only reached us on the 2 8th of November, by a cou- 
rier from Conftantinople. Next day arrived aCapigi 
Pacha, who dcpofed the Seralkier of Bender, and 
on the 5th of December the Prince of Moldavia, 
Mauro Cordato. The Palatine of Kiovia, who 
has been (ix rhonths at Conftantinople, is arriveq 
with the agreeable news of the wars being refolv* 
ed upon, and that Mufcovy is to be attacked thi$ 
Winter with 200,000 Tartars, and in the fpring with 
150,000 Turks and 260 (hips : that all the orders 
for this purpofe were alre^i^ given; that 20,000 
JanifTaries would arrive here in a few days, and 
that in three weeks the Grand Vifir would come to 
Baba, within twenty leagues of this place, where the 
whole army is to affcmble. On the loth of Decem- 
ber the Cham of the Tartars arrived, and was re- 
ceived with many ceremonies by the Vice-Vilir, 
and an inexpr<=^ffiblejoy by all the people : next day h4 
^ad an audience of the King, and their conference 
liafted' more than four hours. It is not doubred but 
fhey have taken all the neceffary meafurcs for th6 
jplan of the war. The day after the Cham went to 
Crimea to givc.the ncceflary orders to all the Tar- 
tars to enter Mufcovy this very winter. The Muf- 
CQvite ambaflador has been fcnt to the fcven Towers, 
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i)y the Capzlcr Nyhajaffi himfelf, who came here 
with the Cham. There were found in his poflef* 
fion 550,000 Crowns^ A Mufcovice courier, who 
was going to Conftandnople with new orders from 
the Czar, has alfo bera feized. Tbefe two ada 
make a rupture no longer doubted. I even believe, 
that in a few days fome thoufand Mufcovites, who 
have taken jpoft on the frontiers within fix leagues 
of this place, will be driven from thence by 40,006 
Budziak Tartars, who will be commanded by the 
Palatine of Kiovia. Thus, this greic atfair is at 
length happily terminated, folely by the firmnefs of 
the King, and the incredible pai s ot General Po- 
niatowlki, who more than once run the riik of be« 
ingafiaflinated and {X)ifoned« I am perfuaded that 
this news, altho' forefeen, will make a great noife 
through all Chriftendom, efpecially, as the King 
will not only protell publickly againft the neutra- 
lity, but will not even make the lead declaration to 
the allies as to his defigns. You may afiure your- 
(elf. Sir, that the ible reafon of this is, that he does 
not think himfelf obliged to give an account of his 
adions to any one ; and that his pad condudl ought 
to juftify him fo far, as to make them certain, 
that he will not undertake any thing that is unjuft. 
1 am certain, that his whole defign is to humble the 
Czar ; and that he will undertake nothing agaioft 
the empire, either with the Turks, or theSwedes, 
provided the allies allow him the liberty of drawing 
Kis troops that are in Pomerania into Poland^ ^nd 
of dealing with the Czar as he ihall think proper, 
4nd (hall oblige Denmark to coQclude a peace. 
This I aft is the chief article. I hope this rupture 
of the Turks will be a great argument to periuade 
the King of Denmark to ap accommodation ; but 
in cafe he will not hear mention made of it, th al* 
lies muft abfolutely force him. By this they will 
fiot only make a merit with the King and regain his 
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Cdfifidence, but 'tis plain allbt that it is die jOnl^* 
0ieans by which they can hinder France frosi oudk-i^ 
ing any advfintage of the Turks. 1 he King abr- 
foluicly defires this peace, and if the alhes do not: 
{HOcure it for him, which it is plainly their intcreii: 
fo do, nothing /will hinder him from procuring ic 
to himfelf, colt what it will. ' 

The Ottoman Porte will make a declaration af: 
Vienna, that its hoililities are only defigned againft: 
Mufcovy,and that it depends entirely upon thpEm^ 
peror, whether peace Ihall continue between the 
two courts. It appears 1>y this, that France will 
r<*ap no advantage by this rupture, altho' the King's 
cnemiec^and the French themfclves publiHi that this 
rupture is made, and that the King ads in concert 
with them.- But 'tis evident, that nothing is more 
falfe ; a()d that the King is no more a Frenchman 
^here.thkn he was in Saxony. Since I have been 
•here, I have feen four or five of Mr. Cronftrom's 
narratives from Paris; T ought therefore to know 
whAt pafles : but I fwear to you they never coi^taia 
any thing but news or trifles not in the lead con* 
cerning the allies. This you may boldly affert to 
all the world. Beiides, 'tis certain, that in the 
prefent conjunftures the continuation of the war is 
more agreeable to theinterefts of Sweden than a ger 
neral peace, if it were only the hindering of the Em- 
.peror and Empire from making war on the Turks. 
By this account. Sir, you fee it depends upon thp 
condud of the allies, either to draw the w|ir into 
/Germany, or to avoid it. You know the King, 
and are fenfible, that to feem defirous of hindering 
iiim 01? forbid him a thing, is the way to make hioi 
anxious to execute it, or to think himfelf bound to 
accompliih it. If the . allies oblige Denmark to 
conclude a peace, for which purpofe, in Cafe of 
fteed^ they can employ the 15,000 men deftined 
tot pr^fcrving the neutrality, together tyith the 

troops 
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trMpI ih Pdmerania ; they may then reprefent th* 
rimit rf that to the King by fomc itiiniftcr, to whom 
the King will declare without ccfembny, if he ulkii 
10 him in a proper manner en the fubjed, that it is 
toot in the leaft his intention to trouble the empire, Olr 
to lend affiftance to France, but that he wants folely 
to attack his chief enemy. This is fo certain. Sir, 
t-hat I have even orders to tell it you. I find it ex- 
pedient for the King's fervice, and that of his Sc- 
fene Highnefs, to wait an anfwer to this poft, there- 
fore I fliall not fet out in my return till the follow- 
ing fpring, I again recommend to your excellency 
the payment of the 2000 crowns which I have rc^ 
ceivcd from Mr, Hardh. I Ihall be obliged to ad- 
vance money here to * — and to draw it frorti 

Hamburgh. lam, (^c. 

Bender^ iSib Decmier^ 1710^ 
P. S. I judge it proper to tell you once more, 
that the King defires peace with Denmark ; and if 
a negotiation for that purpofe be not fuccefsful, that 
the troops in Pomerania will then infallibly march 
into Jutland. You fee by this, that it will de- 
pend abfolutcly upon the conduct of the allies to 
prefcrve the tranquillity of the empire^ and to pur- 
fue their fchemes againft France, without that 
kingdom's being able to reap the leaft advantage 
from the rupture with the Turks. I write largeT 
on thi« point to Mr. Barhfdorf, and do my utmol 
to make him enter into this plan. Icouldwilh 
that the court of Hanover would do foittething for 
the King in thp prefcnt conjunfture, and would 
take Upon itfelf the mediation of a peace between 

Sweden and Denmark. • ^ 

I join to this the advances made here and in Swe- 
den. The laft are kno^n to npone whatever ex:- 

f M^flf 8? Sp^n'^ and Daldorf. 

cept 
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ccpt to the fecretaries-oflice and mjrfelf. The Ict*- 
ter of Mr. Wellingk will fticw you, fir, how g^eac^ 
Jy Mr. Mullcrn is his friend. He Will not, I hope, 
fail to write to him, and to recommend to him the 
interefts of the court of Holftcin, elpecially, as his 
Majefty looks upon them as his own. I write to 
Mr. Wtllingk to congratulate him upon his ad- 
vancement, and I beg of you to fend him the letter 
which I haveinclofed in yours. 

I have fent my valet de chambre to Vienna mth 
letters to the retinue of General Poniatowfki, and 
of Lieutenant-colonel Buckholts, who are going 
into Pomerania. He has orders to wait thei^for 
the anfwer from Holfiein and Hanover, and to 
come with it by pod, after which I fhall leave this 
place : I reckon it may be here by the 25th of 
February, which h the term that his Majefty has 
-fixed for my departure. I wait for it with much 
impatience, that I niay have the pleafure of feeing 
you again, and telling you a great m.my things by 
word of mouth. Grothufen fets out this night for 
the third time for Conftantinople. He is the King*^ 
fecret meflengcr. No pcrfon knows of this joufr 
ney, not even the fecretarics-officc, which is a licijp 
jealous on this account. 

Promotions at Bender. 

The Councilor df^ the fccre- > chanulUr ff th$ imft. 

lAi^j. Gen. Axle Sparre made Lhutefiant-generaL 
Colonel Daldorf, M^^or-geuerah 

' Ccfkwel Hardby O^in^Uiuienant' of Drekaiis, 

r^^l^.^] r «.fK.,C.« J -^'^ Colonel rftbe finlamUrs^ 

Colond Grothufen, \ and il?en Ufut. of Drab^n's. 

Hafcnap, 
"Eoge, 

Fttn«*^» Jmade CdoiK^j. 

Mentzer, * *^ 

Ribbing, 

Low^nhxelm^ _ 
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iMs^Qr Lagerby made Lieutenant -t^i^Htlf and Ewvey to the 
fAm efebe Tartars. 

P/0 motions in Swjcden and Germany. 

General Spens, T made fenaton of the King. The 

Count Steinbock; / lafl appointed Gvpernw-general of 

Crohheilniy Chancellor of the >-ff«/w« in room e^ Count Gylen- 
court, I (liernay nA)ho is ordered to return 

(Qeneral Wellingkf JtoSnveden, 

( General Burcnichiold, Governor ofPomerania, 

Tjie Land(h6fding Pfaltcburg, Treftdent of the tribunal at Wifinar. 
"Hic AiTeffor Tcffin, Vtce-prefident at Wifmar. 

Mr. Lilien{iedt> Landfljiofding at Linc6p:ng, 



LETTER XI. 

- ■ • 

fo bU Seret^ Hi^hnefs the Bifljop ofhuUc and Duh 

• pf Holjiein. 

S I R, Bender^ i±tb February^ lyii. 

IM A K E no doubt, but my moft humble nar- 
rative* of Decefnber laft has reached your Serene 
Highnefs, and I flatter myfelf that you will there- 
by learn what part of the commiflions which yotj 
did mc the honour to charge me with, I have al- 
ready executed, and alfo the moft material circum- 
jllances of what has pafled here, and how the Ot- 
tbman Porte has at length come to a refolution of 
making war on the Czar. On this point I wait foj: 
the orders of your Serene Highnefs, and hope to 
receive them about the end of this month. 

Endeavours have been rnadc here for fome tim? 
^0 give the King a bad opinion of the court of Ha- 
nover, and 'not without fuccefs. I doubt much 
'yhethcr the King will agree to the propofed al- 

Uancjj, 
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IjiUice, on account of the three articles which the 
court of Hanover infills upon having fettled be- 
fore they enter upon the negotiation, as conditiones 
fate quiius non^ and there will be abfolutely no 
more of it, unlefs that court gives up the point, 
and contents itfelf with treating thofe articles after- 
wards by a negotiation. I have wrote fully on this 
head to the Privy-counfellor BernfdorfF, and hope 
they will make proper refleftions upon what I have 
faid. As to what regards the rupture of the Turks 
with Ruflia, the allies are to blame to take fo 
great umbrage at it, not only, as the Ottoman 
Porte has aflured the Imperial Court by an Aga, 
that all their preparations were defigned only againft 
the Czar ; and that they were refolved faithfully to 
obfcrve the peace of Carlowitz ^ but alfo as his Ma- 
jefly has declared by his miniftcrs in every court, 
that he would only aft againft his enemies, and 
would not in the leaft degree didurb the peace of 
the Roman Empire, It is certain, that the tran- 
quillity of that empire depends entirely upon the 
condu6t of the allies, and I can affure your Serene 
Highnefs, that the King will never undertake any 
thing againfl: the Empire, provided his hands be 
left free, and Denmark be obliged to conclude a 
peace. But if it be not forced to cpnclude a treaty, 
and if they (till perfift in defiring to guarantee the 
neutrality contrary to the King's inclination, I can 
anfwer for nothing. 

As to our news here, I hav^ the honour to in- 
form your Serene Highnefs, that on the 23d of 
January the Cham of the Tartars fet out in [pcrfon. 
fromPrecop, at the head of 50 or $0,000 Tartars, 
and. that he was fifteen days ago at Sloboda, on the 
confines of the Ukraine. Another body of 40,000 
n?en is to march to Moulozn^ and the third of 
80,000 menis to proceed along the Don. Ihefe 
Jaft arc to attempt to deftroy the • Ruifian flee?, 
' which 



V^hich is lying at Woronitz, and to ftt at liberty 
4)0oo Swedilh prisoners confined there. 

The Palatin of Kiovia fct out from hence on the 
iith of February, and alfo the youngeft ion of the 
Cham of the Tartars, named Sulcan Maho^ec Gbe* 
ray, having with them 4,000 Polanders, and 
12,060 Caffocks under the command of their Hett- 
mann Orlik, and about 40,090 Tartars, They en- 
tered Poland on the ficJe of Rafkow, towards ^ 
Caminiek, and have already pailed Borflaw. They 
purfuc the. Mufcovites, who retire towards Kiow, 
where they propofe to aflemble their army* The 
feafon favours them, for we have had no thaw 
thcfe fix weeks. Colonel Zulick *, and Colonel 
Schultz have lately arrived, and about thirty Swc- 
difli officers have accompanied them. Daldorff is 
to go with them to be prefent at the firfl: engage*^ 
ment. The King followed them a day and a half 
from this place, whither we returned next day at a 
gallop in foCir hours, as it was excefilve cold, and 
we had flept on hay after the King's fafliion, with-^ 
out either cloak or night cap. I have by this greats 
ly ingratiated myfelf with the King, tho* other* 
wife indeed, I had reafon to praife his Majcfty's 
kindnefs to me. 

Count Tarlo^ who has returned from Conftan« 
tinople within thefe few days, fays, that be can- 
not fufficiently cxprefs the extraordinary prepara- 
tions that they are making there by fea ahd land* 
The Ottoman fleet confifts of twenty- five fultanaa 
or (hips of the line, ahd a great number of galleys 
and other trahfport vefiels, on board of which 'tis 
faid 30,000 men are to be embarked to lay fiegr 
to Afoph. The grand army will confift of at le^ft, 
200,000 men i I hope the 28th of next mOnth to* 

* Afterwartls Lieutenant-General and Governor, of Strnl- 
fandc* 

6 Tee 
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lee the whole army when I pafs by Adrianople. ( 
cannot exprels to you the joy the people Ihew oh 
this occafion ; and it is certain, that if the Soltan 
took it in his head to revoke his declaration of w^f» 
he would run a great rifle of being ftrangled or at 
lead of being depofed. The Reis-Effendi, wh^ 
was the only one that remained of the Mufcovit^ 

farty, is at length alfo depofed, as well as the re(t.. 
le is made fecretary to the new ESendi on account 
of his great experience in affairs, which would f enr 
der it inconvenient to banifli him. All this has been 
done merely by the King's defire, fo that for the 
future there is nothing to fear. Whenever the or- 
ders of your Serene Highnefs (hall arrive, I wil) 
immediately fct out on my journey to Conftanti- 
hople, frqm whence I hope in the month of May^ 
to ha^e the honour of declaring to you by word of 
mouth the profound refpedl: with which I am, ^c. 

LETTER XIL 

T$ Barm Goertz. 

S I R,. The iStb of February. 

IH A V E received by Mr. Meycrficld, Meflrs. 
Schultz and Hierta, and an officer named Wal- 
ters, who arrived here on the aoth of December, 
.the 14th of January, and the 7th of February^ 
eleven of your letters of the 20th and 28th of Octo- 
ber, of the 6th, the 20th, the 2 2d and 26th of 
November, the 3d, the loth, the 17th and 27th 
of December of the year 1 7 1 o, and of the ad pf 
January 171 1. In the mean time I have written 
to you three, one of the 24th, another of the 28th 
of January by Conliantinople, and a third pf the 

17th ' 
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1 7th rf Februai?y» by Belgrade *. Thefc will have 
mhrnxd you of the extraordinary motions and. 
gfcat pr^arationa carried on at Conflancinople, for 
pnihing the war againft the Mufco vices vith vigour. 

As the Kmg will ^foluteiy not hear of the lead 
mention naade of a neutrality^ whatever c^n be 
OTged i I believe therefore, we fhall not oblige 
him^ by giving the Queen of England the battalion 
file defires of iss, unleis we are fully afTured that 
that body ihall be employed in favour of Sweden^ 
and to oblige Denmark to conclude a peace. It i$ 
a great misfortune, that the plague Aiould prC''^ 
vail ki Sweden 9 to com pleat the deCblation of that 
poor kingdom, which has fuffered fo much from 
the war* But as it is excefllveiy cold here, and 
according to appearances it will not be lefs cold ia 
Swedei^, it ts to be hoped that it will be thereby 
fuppre&d. 

It is doing a great wrong^to his Majefty the King, 
to accufe him of having to6 ftrid connedions with 
the Kii^ and miDiAers of France, as I have kaa 
almoft all Mr. Cronftrom^s letters from PariSi, and 
thofc of the Marquis de Defalleurs from Conftan* 
cmople, I can fwear to you, that they never con- 
caia any thing burcompliments or newsof very.littl^ 
confequcnce. Befides, the King and his prcfent mi- 
nrftry are any thing rather than Frenchmen. This 
J can be bold to anfwer for, as I have the honopr 
of difcourfing with them every day; bucifaper- 
ibn condcfcend to give credit to the opinions and 
/ooHfti fpeechcs of fome officers, in that cafe in- 
deed, he may be cxcufed for thinking fo ; but I 
leave you to refleft. Sir, you wt.o are no ftranger 
!to the humour of this court, what is to be infencd 
from hence, and how little the King has always 

* Thb is only a dtiplicate of the preceeding letter to the 
Duke. 

a minded 
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minded the difcourfes of his officers in affairs ot 
fiace. Some again accufe the King of having a 
a correfpondence with Prince Kagodki. It is true^^ 
that no later than two days ago, the count of 
Tarlo received a letter fronf him, in which he 
offers bis mediation for a peace between the Czar 
and the King ; but I know that they hold him in 
fuch contempt here, that they will not even anfwer it. 
Befides, the King is fo far irritated againft that 
Prince, for having forced fome foldiers belonging 
to the Palatine of Kiovia to enlift againft their will 
among his troops that he will take vengeance foon 
or late. It muft be confefled, that the allies tor-* 
ment themfelves extreniely upon the fmalleft ftep 
taken by the King ; and that they take umbrage 
without the leaft foundation. 'Tis true they have 
fome appearance of reafon to be alarmed with this 
rupture between the Turks and Mufcovites. But 
beudes the order given by the King, to affure the 
princes at whofe court they refide, that this rupture 
folely regards the C^ar : the declaration made by 
the Ottoman Porte, by their envoy at Vienn^* 
that their warlike preparations are only defigned 
againft the Czar, and that they intend faithfully to 
obferve the peace of Carlowitz, ought I think to ^ 
quiet the fears of the moft apprehenfive. 

In my weak opinion the allies have only two 
things to choofe. The firft is to favour the King 
of Sweden, to force Denmark to conclude a peace^ 
to allow the troops in Pomerania to enter Poland^ 
to let the King aft with the Czar as he thinks fit, 
and laftly, to offer their mediation for a peace with 
the King. The fecond thing is to hinder the peace 
with Denmark, and the entry of the Swedifh troops 
into Poland, to infift upon guaranteeing the neu- 
trality, fupporting King Auguftus, and raifing new 
enemies againft the King of Sweden. Tertium non 
datur. A third courfe they cannot take. 

Heave 



i leave you to fttdge, if following the fecond pro- 
pofgA would not be flying diredlly iathe face ot the 
King of Sweden, obliging him to carry the war 
into th6 empire, and fo diflurbing the affairs of 
Europe, that France whofe affairs brighten a little 
by the viftory gained in Spain, the difturbanccs in 
England, the lof^ the allies fuffered laft campaign 
in all the fieges^ and the difcontent of the duke of 
Savoy^ virould reap advantage from it whether thef 
would or not ; whereas by following the firft cafe 
they woiJd fccure the peace of the empire, and 
Would humble the power of the Czar, at which 
there is feme reafon to take- umbrage. Thefc, Sir, 
are my fentim^nts on this point. 

Sinire the arrival of Mr. Meyerfeld, attempts 
hav€ been made alfo to give the King a bad opinion 
of the court of Hanover. I have wrote largely on 
this, point to Mr. BernfdorfF. The three points 
that have been demanded as the conditions Jlne 
quibusnan^ before the alliance can be renewed, cpn- 
firn^ the King in this opinion. It belongs to you, 
Sirj to labour to remove thefe obftacles •, for no- 
thirig.could be more agreeable to his Majefty than 
to fee a good harmony reftored between himfelf and 
the cleftor. This laft has caufed offers of his me- 
diation for a peace to be made to the King of Den- 
mark by Mr. Friefendorff ** and they would be 
accepted by this channel with pleafure. I believe 
alfo,. that if he offered his mediation for a peace 
With King Auguftus, that it would not berejeded, 
provided he would confcnt to renounce all preten- 
fions to Poland ; and that in that cafe an afTurance 
might be obtained fronri the King of Sweden, as 
to the empire and Saxony. Perhaps King Au- 
guftus will be ready enough to agree to thib, fince 
the rupture of the Ottomam Porte, 

* Sw^difli envoy at Berlin. 

E I dare 
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i dare boaft, Sir, that his Majcfty's kindneisr for 
line cncrcafes every day. You may judge of ic, 
when I tell you, that ic depends wholly upon my- 
fclf whether I (hould enter into his fervice or,not, 
which you know is a very extraordinary diftin<Slion 
for a perfon in fuch a character as mine. I fhall 
have the honour of talking to you of it one day. 
They do me at lead that juftice as to have an entire 
confidence in me, and to believe me the chief of good 
Swedes. I am very afTiduous in paying my court 
to the Xing efpecially on horfeback, and his Ma« 
jefty feems to take pleafure in my converfation. 
The news here are that our forerunner, the Chain 
of the Tartars, has entered Mufcovy 15 days 
ago with 180,000 men. The Palatin of Kiovia, 
the grand General of the Coflacks named Orlik, 
and the Son of the Cham have penetrated into Po- 
land. Co'onel Zulich and 30 Swedifh officers ac- 
company them. The feafon is very favourable, 
for it has not thawed thefe 6 weeks.^ Thofe people 
are To accuftomed to the cold, that even the young 
Sultan encamps every night without a tent, and if 
any young Tartar complains of the cold, they 
warm him with fome blows of the Kamfchuch or 
baftinadoe. The King followed them for a day 
and a half, and altho' it was moft dcvilifhly cold, 
I took care not to complain for fear of receiving 
fome of the Tartar's charitable corrcd:ion. The 
main Turkifh army is to aflemble on the 23d of 
April near Adrianople, fo that I hope to fee it as I 
pafs. The King is adored in this country, and 
looked upon as the greateft hero in the world. 
The Reis EfFendi has been depofed at the de- 
lire of his Majefty, and as he was the only one 
remaining of the Mufcovite party, we have now 
nothing to fear. I have juft been told that the 
Grand Vifir is to refign^ as he has not a head ftrong 
enough for that great office. To conclude, every 
:. 8' thing, 
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thing here fucceeds to oiir wilhes. I wait duly for 
in anfwer to my letters of *— December to fet out. 
I hope tb bring with mc fome curiofiti«s of thU 
country,' as fome Turkifh bridles, fome embroi- 
dered handkerchiefs for the women, a black boy 
for the Dutchcfs, and a Circaffian girl, but I will 
not anfwer for her being a maid, as this merchan- 
dife is very rare here, as in every other country. 
Befides a maid cofts 2 or 3000 crowns at Conftan- 
tindple, whereas one can buy another girl as beau- 
tiful for 4 or 500 crowns. You fee Sir, how much 
a maidenhead cofts in this country, while at Ham- 
burgh it is fold fometimes for 20 or 30 crowns. 
There is no place in the world where they are fo 
fkilled in that, as at Conftantinople, and I intend 
to ftudy that fcience a little^ the bye, that I may- 
be able to catch my future fpoufe if it fhould come 
in my head todefiretocatch her. I propofe like wife 
tobfing fome fine Turkifh or Arabian ftallions, but 
'tis very difficult to find them without blemiQies, 
efpccially to find them with good legs. Our friend 
Grothufcn is ftill at Conftaritinople, but I expeft 
him htre before my departure, according to the 
fetter he wrote me by the laft pofl:. His enemies 
fay that he is gone there to divert himfelf with the 
Greek beauties v other fary to eat fweetmeats', and to 
buy a. ftocfc of them for the enfuing campaign. 
Altho' he loves thefe pleafures dearly, and is one of 
the boldeft eaters of fugar in the world, it is ne- 
vcrthelefs certain that he is there upon affairs of the 
greattft confequence. As far as I can difcover, of 
^1 the officers, he is at prefent the King's greatcft 
lavovrrite, and in reality he defcrves to be fo. I 
am juft told that the meffeng6r is on the point of 
fetting out, therefore I finilh, having the honour t(jf 
be, Sc. 
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LETTER XIIL 



^0 the Same. 

SIR, Bender^ Jpril 6 — 17, 171 1. 

I Write this to you at a hazard of getting it fenti 
To-day I fet out for Conftantinople, on condi« 
tion of returning about the 4th of May old ftiley 
the King having judged it more proper that I 
ifaould go dirc£^ly for Gcrtnany firom hence, when 
he himiclf fees out, than that I (hould then go fo 
far about, which would make me lofe at leaft three 
weeks. Having taken my leave of his Majefly, 
he niarked in his tables the day of my departure 
and that of my return, which being the 4th of 
May old ftite, I (hall have only about four weeks 
or fo for my whole journey. I pafs by Adriano- 
ple, where 1 (hall fee the Grand Vifir with the 
Turkifli army, and General Poniatowiki, I hope 
that the letters which I fent off about three weeks 
ago with my valet de Chambre, in anfwer to thofe 
which the courier of Hoiftein brought me, will 
have fully informed you of every thing. 1 expedk 
the anfwer to them with impatience. 

They were certainly my enemies who publiflied 
that I was little refpeded here; for the Kii^ has an 
entire confidence in me, and I have greater regard 
ihewn me than I believe any firanger had of a long 
time. If my letters did not arrive with Kufe it is 
not my fault ; but I hope Poniatowfki has deli-^ 
vered them. . The King is very well pleafed that 
I fhould write to Hanover. I (hew him all my let- 
ters. You may judge whether thofe who talk non- 
fenfe about them are not fools. 

I 
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I recommend to you the Affair of Denmark, it 
will be niakjng your court here very ftrongly, and 
itgreatly imports his Majefty that this affair fhould 
fuccced. I hope the allies will be reafonable to the 
King. . It is certain that he has not any alliance 
with France. The King of France, however, in- 
terefts himfclf for a general peace in the North, 
and 'tis very certain that King Auguftus and the 
Czar are actually ready to enter into an allianqe 
with Sweden againft .the Allies. I will prove this 
to you clearly at my return, and by authentic do- 
cuments. The Cham is returning, after having 
hurnt ieveral cities * and 200 large boats, and 
brought off at lead io,oco prifoners, who will all be 
flaves. My departure haftens, therefore I can only 
add, that I am moft perfectly, ^c. 



LETTER XIV. 

TV the Same. , 

SIR, Conjlantincpky May 14, 17 11. 

IHave been here about 1 5 days with the King's 
permiffion ; but with the cxprcfs claufe of re- 
turning to Bender before the end of the month, 
that I may then go from thence direflly to Germa- 
ny with his Majefty's orders. I lodge with Mr. 
Cooke -f, who is a very honeft man, and fhcws me 
a ihouiand civilities. I fet out for Bender next Fri- 

• Thefc cities arc Wenlo, Maliwolada, Nowicooloda, &c. 
Tlve Cham like wife took Merkovi, Ternoka, and fome fxnall 
forts, and penetrated to Samara, and under the walls of that 
city, burnt the zoo veiTeU which were deflined for tranfportlDg 
tile Mafcovite troops and their artillery. 

f An Englifh Banker at Conilantinople. 

• E 3 day. 
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(day, and I reckon I fhall be there before the end of 
the month. I hope to bring to Holftein for you, 
fome curiofities of this country, as bridles, embroi- 
dered hankerchi.fs, and fophas. Horfes are fcarce 
and dear at prclent on account of the war, however 
I hope to bring fome from Bender and the army, 
I faw the Grand Vifir at the Turkifli army about 
x8 days ago, as I was pafling by Adrianople. It 
confided then, as General Poniatowlki told me, 
only of 25,000 Juniflaries and very few Spahis ; 
but troops from Afia are pafling by here every day 
in theii" march thither, efpecially a great number of 
Spahis, fo that upon my returri I expeA to fee \t 
greatly augmented. It is to begin its march this 
iweek, fo that in 30 days, that is about the middle 
of June, it may reach Bender; but I doubt much 
whether it will enter Poland before the month of 
July; According to appearance, it will exceed 
100,000 men. All thefe Janiflaries and Spahis are 
the fincft men that one can fee under the cope of 
Heaven, but there is no order among them. The 
Grand Vifir Baltazi Mehemet Bafhaw, is a good 
kind of a Gentleman, juftfuch as we could wifli him 
to be; but his Kyaja has a good deal of unf^erfland- 
ing. General Poniatowfki, who is with the army, 
is his intimate friend, and nothing is done without 
his advice. The train of artillery will confift of at 
lead 400 pieces of cannon all of brafs, and the fi- 
neft one can look upon. The fleet which is com- 
pofed of 25 large Ihips of war, 20 galleys, 50 
half galleys, and a number of other veflels, a- 
mounting in all to 400 fail, and having 30,000 men 
on board, to make a defcent at Afof, has already 
entered the Black Sea. To conclude, the good 
Turks may be faid to be in real good earneft, and 
Recording to all appearance, the Czar and King 
Auguftus, if this lalt does not think of an accom- 
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tnodation, will have a xJeviliQi deal of work upon 
their hands. 

The Grand Signior will not make the campain in 
pcrfon as was at firrt believed ; becaufe not being 
greatly beloved by the people, he would riik too 
much to remove from Conftantinople. I faw him 
laft Friday, when he went on horfeback from his 
feraglio to the church of St. Sophia. He rrtay be 
feen every Friday, on which day he regularly vifita 
fome Mofques. He was accompanied by the Kif* 
ler Aga, who is. Sir, a very gi^eat villain, and with 
a number of icoglans or pages, who are the moflt 
beautiful youths in the world. The Grand Sig- 
nior is about 35 years of age, but is extremely 
pale, which is attributed to his great number of 
wives. This is his prevailing paflion next to that 
of heaping up money, which he loves beyond eve- 
ry thing, and of which 'tis fa|d he has amafled a 
great treafure. As to his harfem, there is almofl: 
nothing in the world more impoflible than to enter 
it, and all the ftories of the intrigues of the Grand 
Signidrs wives are mere fables. You may be a 
iudge of this, when I tell you that when they are 
m the garden of the feraglio that looks towards the 
fea, to walk or divert thcmfelves, not a foul alive 
dare approach the place in a bark within a mufkec 
fhot, altho' the walls are 20 yards high apd 2 yards 
chick. As to intrigues with other Turkifli women^ 
the thing is not impoflible, but difficult, or at leafb 
Very dangerous. However, a man who cannot do 
without women, may in this country gratify him'- 
felf in that refpeft by two very eafy methods. One 
is, to go to the market and buy fome beautiful 
flave, whom at his departure he can eafily get rid 
off, by lofing a fmall triflle. The other is, to make 
a capiki^ that is a kind of marriage with a Greek, 
This is contrafted for 3, 4, 5 months, a year is 
j^e longeft, before a judge : and when the time is 

E 4 .6ni(he4 
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finiflied you give her the fum agreed upon^ and 
then baidaj that is go about your bufinefs, with- 
out being troubled any further. This way of mak^ 
ing love is mighty jconvenient ; it cofts neither 
fighs nor forrow : but withal, there is no fuch thing 
as having a Turkifh woman for a miftrcfs. They 
have a certain manner of ading, which 'tis faid 
ought, to make our fprightly and gay ladies blufh. 
But enough of thefe trifles; we fhall talk more of 
them by word of mouth one day at my return. 

As to the city of Conftantinople, I may fay with-^ 
out a hyperbole or without flattery^ that 'tis the 
fined in the world, for its lituation, and perhaps 
alfo for its exteat, if we comprehend the fii^urbs. 
One may fail from the White Sea (Maredi marmora) 
to the Black Sea in 3 or 4 hours, thro' the grand 
canal that feparates Europe from Afia, and during 
the whole time he conftantly fees on both fides 
great mountains covered with houfes^ feraglios, 
Kiofcs or pleafurc-houfes, mofqucs and trees, par^ 
ticularly cyprefles, from the bottom to the top, 
in the form of an amphitheatre, which has the fineit 
efFed: in the world, cfpecially at one certain place, 
where at a fingle view one may command a profpeft of 
the feraglio, the co^fts of Afia, or rather a point that 
ftretches out towafrds Europe, Chalcedon, i^c, No^ 
thing can exceed the beauty of this profpcft. The 
cafe is very difl'ercnt when you enter Conftantinople : 
the ftreets are narrow and dirty ; you are always 
either going up hill or coming down, and the 
greater part of the houfes being of wood, make 
no fine fhow ; altho' within they have good apart- 
ments, and very elegant. However, there are fome 
very magnificent buildings, fuch as the church of 
Sc. Sophia, the Solimania,and feveral other, fcraglios 
or palaces of the Balhaws* In a word, to believe 
Conftantinople the finefl: cityin the world, one 
ought to enter the canal at one end and come* 

. ^ out 
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^MijC at. the other, without fetting a foot on fhore 
at any place. In this cafe I will anfwer, that a 
perfon would fay he could not fee a more beau* 
tiful nor a more magnificent profped. The Grand 
Signior's feraglio and harem is a moft extenfive 
building, fitqated upon a long point ftretching 
towards Afia, like a fmall peninftila. The paflage 
over from one part of the world to the other, 
is only about a quarter of a league. People are 
admitted only into the 2d court of the feraglio» 
and are hindered from going further by a guard 
of black Eunuchs. As to the foreign Minifters, 
and the Francs or Chriflians, they all live in the 
fuburb named . Pera, oppofite to Conftantinople on 
the coaft of Afia. I found here four Ambafla* 
dors, one Envoy and one Refident. The firft is 
the French Ambaffador, Marquis Dcfallcurs, who 
is a worthy man, very obliging and affable: a 
Frenchman has come to him lately from Dant-^ 
5tick, with inftruftions from Mr. Befenwal the 
Minifter for France in Poland, and from Count 
Fleming, the purport of which is to defirc him 
to offer his mediation for a peace .between Swe- 
den, and the allies who are her enemies. They 
propofe here very advantageous terms to Sweden, 
but very difadvantageous to the grand allies, as 
there is mention made in them of an alliance to 
be formed in the Norths in favour of France. Up- 
on my return to Bender, I. will fend you the terms 
and the anfwer of the King of Sweden, from whence 
we may draw two rcflefltions ; firft, that it is en- 
tirely in the Kings power to have a peace; but that 
he is careful not to do any thing to the prejudice 
of the allies; next, that if it were defired, King 
Auguftus is very ready to make a peace without 
including Denmark. This piece is very curious. 

The Englifh Ambaffador, Sir Robert Sutton, is 
a man. pf great merit, and of a very penetrating 

judg^ 
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judgment* He is a good Swede, as far as I can 
difcover, and very much my friend. He remem- 
bers, Sir, to have feen you at Vienna, and defired 
me earncftly to give his compliments to you. 

The Amba0ador from Holland, Count James 
Collier, is a good Dutchman, who loves to drink 
and divert himfelf. He has a kind of Greek wife, 
with 12 or 15 (laves, which forms a compleat 
Turkifh harem. I calked a little of bulinefs to 
thqfc two gentlemen, by order of the Secretaries 
office. They were greatly fatisfied with the aflur- 
ances I gave them that there is no engagement be- 
tween France and Sweden. The Venetian Ambaf- 
fador's name is Mozenigo : he is a fenfible man and 
very courteous. The Swcdilh Envoy, Mr. Neu- 
gebauer, has been made Councellor of the recency 
atStade. He fets out in a few days by fea, when- 
ever his fucceflbr Colonel Funk (hall arrive, who 
brings with him feveral young Swedes, among 
others, the Counts Bielke and Po(re, to make a 
figure at his audience. I (hould have been very 
glad to have alTiftcd at it, and appeared at the 
Grand Signior's court; but as the King has Umited 
me to a certain day, which he has even marked in 
his tables, 1 cannot exceed that term. 

The Emperor's refident is named Thalman. He 
is greatly embarrafled with the death of his matter 
the Emperor Jofeph, the news of which was brought 
here a few days ago by a me(renger to the Engli(h 
Amba(rador. This death will foon make a great 
noife: how it will affed): the ftate of a(rairs cannot 
be eafily determined. The French flatter them- 
felves with fome advantage, or with a peace being 
at hand. They make no doubt but King Charles 
will become Emperor ; but they do not believe that 
with his new dignity he will keep the' kingdom of 
Spain. The Marquis Defalleurs believes that the 
Duke of Savoy will be declared King of Spain. 

Eut 
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fliirope, certainly at prefent, has its own fhare of 
pprbar and' confufion. I mefxtion not a word of 
our own affairs, becaufe I hope you will be fully 
informed of them by my three laft letters, by Ponni- 
atowfki, by Swanlo, and by my valet de Chambre. 
1 (hall be an Bender before the end of this month, 
arid I lay my account with finding there, full an- 
fwers to my three letters. The Englifh Envoy, 
Mr. JefFeries, muft before this time be at Bender. 
I hope he will contribute to reftore the good har- 
mony between the King and the allies. 'Tis faid 
he has orders to talk to the King about the neutra- 
lity, and to aflc troops from him. If he has no 
other commiflion but that, he has no reafon to ex- 
pcft fuccefs. Mr. Funk is to arrive to-morrow. 
We will know from him whether the Turkifli ar- 
my has fet out from Adrianople for Bender. I 
reckon that it will be there at the lateft in four 
weeks, and will enter Poland without fail in the 
end of June. I believe I fhall be obliged to wait 
the departure of his Majefty, fo that I fliall not he 
able to get to Germany before the end of Auguft. 
I am very impatient to afllire you by word of 
mouth, that I am, (ffc. 

L E T T E R XV. 

To tbe Same. 

SIR, Conjtantinopley May 17, 1711. 

I Hope your Excellency will have received a letter 
that I did myfelf the honour to write to you a- 
bout 15 days ago *. Since that time I have fent 

* It was dat^d the 3d of May, and contained nothing re- 
market)!-. 
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off another dated the .14th in(lant» with a narrative 
to his Serene Highncfs *----.• 

This very day I fet out for Bender, and I hope 
to be there in 8 days at fartheft. Mr, Jefieries has 
carried fome packets thither for me, which I make 
no doubt are an anfwcr to my letters which Ponia- 
towflci carried with him into Germany. I am ve- 
ry impatient to fee them. The Turkilh army be- 
gan their march from Adrianople on the 44 of 
May. It propofes to be at Bender in 30 days. I 
ihali fee it, as I pafs about 2 or 3 days journey from 
Adrianople. General Poniatowfki is with it. He 
is a very zealous friend of mine, and in great crq- 
dit with the King. 

Mr. Funk will have his audience of the Grand 
Signior in about 15 days. The other Envoy, Mr. 
Neugebauer, has already fet out on liis voyage. 
He goes to Hamburgh by fca, if he does not 
change his refolution. I have bought (everal 
Turkifli curiofities, particularly carpets for Sophasi, 
and fine embroidered hankerchieft for the ladies- 
Fine Turkifh horfcs without blemilhes are very 
rare. I hope however to find them fuch at the ar- 
my. General Poniatowlki has got the commiflion, 
and old Muller will lead them. A few days agd I 
was at the flave market, which is very curious, 
but the chriftians are not permitted to enter it. I 
afterwards faw at a harem 10 or 1 2 Circaflian and 
Georgian girls, the fineft in the world. But they 
were valued each at 6 or 8 purfes, (the purfc con- 
fifts of 500 crowns) which appeared too dear for 
me. I am with all poflible attachment, £s?r. 

I (hall write to his Serene Highnefs from Ben* 
der, having nothing to fay to him from this place. 
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L E t T E R XVI. 

To bis Serene Highnefs the Duke Adminiftrator. . 

SIR, Bender^ June 2%^ 171^. 

ON my return from Conftantinople about three 
weeks ago, I found here the rcfcript of the 
14th of April, which your Serene .Highnefs did 

me the honour to fend me. 1 am now extrenw* 

ly impatient to receive an anfwer to my letters 
which I fcnt to Vienna by my valet de Chambre 
before I fet out for Conftantinople, as I have therein 
inferted a copy of the refolution or declaration of 
his Majefty, as to the demand of the allies con* 
cerning the fecurity of the empire, and particu- 
larly of Saxony *. We here defire, with the ut- 
moft impatience, to know whether it has been 
judged fatisfaftory, and confequently whether ic 
has obliged the allies to ad: as guarantees againft 
Denmark, and to procure us a peace with that 
crown. I earneftly wifli the allies may follow this 
courfe, becaufe otherwife 'tis to be feared the dif- 
ferences may widen on both fides, and may have 
very fatal confequences, in which cafe France will 
indiredly reap advantage from this rupture of the 
Turks, altho' contrary both to their intention and 
the King's. To conclude, it depends upon the 
allies themfelves to avert this ftorm. Your Serene 
Highnefs will by this time, doubtleft, be informed 
that an EngliQi Minifter, named JcfFerys, is arrived 
here within thefe 6 weeks. On his arrival, he pro- 
duced, at the fame time, credentials from the late 
Emperor, and others from the States General of 
Holland. Your Serene Highnefs will fee, by the 
cxtraft annexed, his propofitions, and the anfwers 

• See Lamberti. 
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bf his Majefty. There has nothing happened finc^ 
in this negotiation. Only he has orders frpm thofe 
three powers to make the campaign with his Ma- 
jefty, but by what I am toldj I greatly doubt Whe- 
ther his Majefty will give him leave. Mr. Befen- 
wald the French Minifter, who refides at Dantzick, 
has alfo afked to come hither to execute fome conn- 
miflions of importance. The anfwer was, that h^ 
might come if he thought proper, but that he 
.would do better to wait his Majefty *s return to his 
German dominions. This laft affair proves clearly, 
that not only there is nothing concluded with 
France, but alfo that the King is no way earneft to 
enter into a negotiation with that power. Howe- 
ver, I will anfwer for nothing, if the allies conti- 
nue to prefs the King's great courage to extremr- 
lies, and if they prbpofe, as they have begun, i6 
hinder his defigns againft his unjuft enemies, and 
even to favour his enemies againft him. 

As to public news^ I have the honour to infornr 
your Serene Highnefs, thas the Grand Vifir is ac- 
tually with the whole army near the bridge that 
has been built within about 36 hours journey from 
hence, and 4 hours from Smaillo. This week the 
whole army is to be compleated there, and wilt 
then direflly march hither. General Poniatowlki^^ 
who has been here fome days, to take the neceffary 
meafures with his Majefty, returned to the army 
two days ago. He afTures us that it is adually 
compofed of 100,000 Ji^niffaries, and almoft as' 
many Spahis and other cavalry *, and that the 
Grand Vifir himfelf did not believe that the con^ 
courfe of troops would have been fo confiderable. 

They 

• A lift of the Tuikifli army in 171 1. 
Cavalry. Spahis 20,000 

Sykkfar 2b.oco* 

Toprakfchi ix,ooo 

Bofniak 1 0,000 

Turkman, or Turks, in all 62,000 hs^ 
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Tbey have about 400 pieces of cannon with thtmi 
?ml provifions for 6 months, which is very neccf* * 
fafy, confidering the prodigious number of horfcs, 
camels, mules and cattle which the army takes 
along >yith it. The Tartars, to the number of 
1 00,000 men, are to follow the army, and are to 
take poft on the two wings. To-morrow the Cham 
^f the Tartars waits upon the Grand Vifir. The 
Mufcovites, on their fide, make different motions^ 
and 'tis faid that their infantry, to the number o£ 
50,coo men is pofted at Braclau, within 20 leagues 
of this . place ; but that the greateft part of their 
cavalry, compofed of 12,000 horfe, has pafled the 
Neifter and the Pruth, under the command of the 
young Scheremetof, to prevail with the Moldavi- 
ans and Walachians, to Ihake off the Turkifh yoke, 
and to declare for them, which may very likely 
happen, but is of no confcquence. The Tartars 
will be the only perfons who will reap advantage 
from it, as they will be fuffered to pillage thofe 
two Provinces. Some believe that the Czar's in- 
tention is to march as far as this place, to meet and 
fight the Ottoman army : but the moft fenfible and 
judicious rather wi(h this than hope it. In 15 
days all the Turkiih forces will infallibly arrive 
here, when we Ihall fee the theatre of the war open 
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with the liege of Kiow in the Ukraine, and if then 
the Czar intends to make a vigorous oppo(\tion^ 
we (hall certainly fee a very bloody battle, 'of which 
perhaps I may be an eye witnefs. But if there is 
no engagement, I propofe to let out from hence 
very foon -, and I hope in two months' at fartheft to 
have the honour of affuring your Serene Highnefs 
by word of mouth, that no one can be with a more 
profbund refpe£t, fcfr. 

, Prapqfitions tnade to his Majefiy the King of 
Sweden^ ly Mr. Jefferies^ the M*nift^r of the 
Emperor^ the ^een of England and the States 
General^ with the anfwer of his Swedifb Majefiy 
to the faid proportions* 



Bender^ 
1. The powers above- 
mentioned oflfer their 
mediation for a peace 
between his Swedifh 
Majefty and his ene- 
mies, the Czar, King 
Augufius, and the King 
of Denmark, in cafe it 
be agree^le to his Swe« 
difh Majedy. 



2. They entreat his 
Majefty . to accept of 
the neutrality, a^ athing 
for his Majefty's inter- 
eft, and for the prefer- 
vation of his provinces 
in Germany. 

3, 'His 



May^ 1711. 

Anf. His Majefiy ac-^ 
cepts of it with pleafure, as 
to the King of Denmark 
and King AuguftUs; {notbe^ 
ingable to conclude any thing' 
as to the Czar^ without the 
confent of the Ottoman Por* 
te) but he wijhes they would 
employ fomethiftg more effect 
tual than words to bring 
them to confent to an equi' 
table peace^ as they are 
thereto obliged both by Al- 
liances and Guarantees. 

2. His Majefiy is wit- 
ling to believe that the neu- 
trality was not made with 
a defign to hurt him : hut 
as it was made without his 
knowledge^ and his enemei 
receive a ^onfiderable ad- 
van* 
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3. His Majefty is 
defired, to allow the 
fubjcfts of England 
and Holland a free 
commerce in the ports 
of the Baltic^ which 
the Czar has feized, 
without running the 
rifk of being taken by 
the Swedilh (hips of 
war. 



vantage from //^ he can- 
not accept of itj as he has 
already declared twice or 
thrice by his minifters 

3. His Majejly judges 
this demand to be contrary 
to the treaties of commerce 
and to the law of nations: 
therefore hopes that they 
will not injift upon demand-- 
ing a thing fo hurtful t9 
him ; efpecially^ as his Ma- 
jefty has already given or* 
ders to his fleet to block up 
all thofe ports that have 
been feized. 



LETTER XVIL 

To Baron Goertz. 

SIR, Bender^ July^ 1711* 

SINCE my laft of the 2 8th of June, which 
I had the honour to write to you» the young 
Sultan Gheray, fon to the Cham of the Tartars^ 
has had the happinefs entirely to defeat 2 or 3000 
Mufcovites, within a league of the camp of Sche-» 
remetof near Jazzi. They have made about 400 
prifoners, anK)Dg whom are a. German Lieutenant* 
colonel and a Freijch Captain^ who are aiybld as 
flaves* Thefe* prifoners fay, that Scheremetofs 
corps is about 12,000 men^ all cavalry, except 
two regiments, who, neverthelefs^ have horfes like-* 

. F wife a 
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wife ; but that there is fuch a great want of bread 
and forage, that the men and horfcs can hardly 
march and defend themfelves. The Cham on this 
intelligence has determined to march with his Cri- 
mean Tartars, confiftihg of 40,000 men j thofe of 
his fon who amount to about 20,000 men ; 50,dbo 
Turks commanded by a Bafhaw with two tails, afid 
3000 Poles, who are followed by Count Taflo, 
the Palatine of Ktevia, and the Genefals DaidorfF 
and Zulich, to attack that Mufcovite detachrhenh 
We wait with impatience the iffue of. this expcdi- 
tiott. It is certain, that if Scheremctof has riot 
retired, he runs a great rifk of being cntirdy ruin- 
ed. Sdrfifc believe that the Czar has pafled Ae 
Ncifter to ftipport him. If it be fo, the Tartari 
will amufe themfelves till the arrival of the Grand 
Vifir, and then the battle is unavoidable. He be- 
gan his march yefterday from Sack, where there is 
a bridge over the Danube, and in eight or ten days 
we may be here or at Jazzi. Baron Grothufen, 
who came hither two days ago from this grand ar- 
my, whither he had been fentby the King, affures 
us that there arc actually 200,000 men in the camp, 
and that more are ftill arriving every day ; that 
they are the fineft men in the world, and unani- 
lAoudy defire nothing more than to come to bl6ws 
With the Mufcovites, and that they ape refdlved not 
to fire a fingle mufket, but to attack the enetiy 
in the Swedifh fafliion^ tbatt is to fay, fwwd In hahd. 
40 or .50,000 men will be left to giiafd the 
bridge, and the red are to march dire£lly againft 
the cncniy. I doubt much whether ibe Ciar will 
rifle a pitched battle, efpecially, ad bis army con- 
fills at moft of only 69 or 70,000 mcn^ who 
are extremely fatigued, and in very bad condition. 
It is certain ^ that th^.lofs of a battle would be his 
utter ruin, whereas with, the Turks it would have 
no fuch cffcit. Whichfo6ter fide gets the advan- 

tage^ 
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tAge, #e ftiall hear of it in eight days. But 'riy 
certain the Czar did not believe that the forces of 
the Turks were fo formidable, and that he entered 
Moldavia partly at the pcrfuafions of the Hafpo- 
dar *, and partly to make a noife in the world, 
and to give his allies a high idea of his forces, andP 
of this campaign, but to all appearance he will ex- 
tricate himfelf as badly as the Swedes did in the 
Ukraine. Meanwhile the fkirmiftiing is fuccefsful, 
and there is fcarce a day but the Coffacks and Tar- 
tars bring in prifoners, efpecially a great number of 
horles. 

I hope that the court will foon difpatch a courier, 
and that I (hall then be able to give you important 
news. Iam» d^c. 
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LETTER XVIII. 

To Bis Serene Highnefs the Duke^ Adminijlrator. 

SIR, Bender^ Auguji 16, 17 11.' 

YOUR Serene Highnefs will gracioufly par- 
don me, if Ihave not had the honour for 
fomc time paft of fending you my mod humble 
narratives. It has been abfolutely impoHiblefor 
me to fend oflFone letpcr, the Turks prohibiting all 
correfpondence, and his Majefty alfo, fince the peace 
concluded between the Ottoman Porte and the 
Czar, not having thought proper to fend a courier 

* Demetrias Cantemir, who was fent thither in room >af 
Mauro Cordato Prince of Moldavia, depofed the year before by 
the Qrand Signior. He made the Czar believe that the Turks 
bad formed large magazine on the other £de of^ the Proth, 
which he might eafily fei2ie;. , 
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to Germany. For thefe rcafons I have cocktemecS 
myfelf with fending only, twice, two letters fecretly 
to the privy counfcllor Baron Goertz*, by which and 
the plans I have annexed, your Serene Highncife 
will Ice in what manner the Czar with his whole, 
army being furrounded on all fides near the Pruth, 
faw himfelf obliged nioft huanbly to ^fkbamaruov. 
pardon ; and how, neverthelefs^ he found means to- 
conclude a peace with the Ottoman Porte, exclu- 
clufive of the King of Sweden, folely by the infa- 
tiable avarice of the Grapd Vifir f. 

A few days after, when his Majefty had return- 
ed to Bender from the Fruth, and had difpatched 
two couriers fucceffively with letters and memorials 
to the Grand Signior, the Grand Vifir caufed th^ 
King to be entreated to fend fome of his court to 
the army, which was ftill encamped between the 
Danube and the Pruth, that they might there ne- 
gotiate a peace with the Czar, by the Vice chan- 
cellor Schafirow. But as his Majefty thought^ 
that after having Ipft fo fine an opportunity of tak- . 
ing an ample revenge, he had no more to expefl: 
from that quarter, he refufcd, and anfwered drily^ tjiat 
Colonel Funk his envoy at Conftantinople, fhould 
be fully authorifed for that purpofe in cafe of need. 
The Grand Vifir did not fail to take advantage of 
this anfwer, to bring the faid envoy from Cqnftan- . 
tinople to the army, and to fend him afterwards 
hereto prefs his Majefty to return to his ovyn 
kirtgdom, with an efcort of 5 or 6000 men ; mean 
while, the Grand Signior upon receiving the Kiog'$ 
letter, fent peremptory orders to the Grand Vifir 
fully to fatisfy his Majefty, coft what it would^ 
Befides, the Grand Vifir,the Cham of the 'Tar- 

» • « • 

* Thefe two letters and the plans are loff: 

f See the travels ofMotray, vpL ii. ^here there is. a nar- 
rative of all that pafled at the Pmth» Tcthis may..bc added 
the treaty of peace at the Pruth, and Thieh LaxnJ)eitr,' ^€. - 
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tars, the Poles who are with the Czar, and the 
Czar himfelf had fent a kind of envoy to the Re- 
public of Poland, to inform them of the peace 
concluded between Mufcovy and the Ottoman Pcrte^ 
and to ajfure them from the Czar^ that he wculd 
withdraw <iU his troops from Poland^ on which account 
a free pcffage was demanded from the Republic for the 
King of Sweden ; the envoy at the fame time declar*^ 
ingy that in cafe of a refufal^ they would infallibly 
eocpofe themf elves to a war with the Ottoman Porte. 

This embafly, however, produced no cfFeft, 
becaufe on our fide we conftantly refiifed to ac- 
knowledge the creatures of King Auguftus as law- 
ful members of the Republic, lb that he returned 
without concluding, any thing. The Grand Vifir 
in the mean time being extremely afraid of the King 
of Sweden, negleded no opportunity of making 
him quit Turky. He particularly preffed him 
warmly, to tak« his rout thro* Germany by Bel- 
grade and Temefwaer ; but as his Majefty rejefted 
ali his propofals with difdain, and conftantly in- 
fifted upon the efcorte long ago promifed, for con- 
ducing him to his own dominions thro* Poland, 
the Grand Vifir began to think of forcing him by 
harfh meafures, not only ordering his interpreter 
to be removed, but alfo endeavouring to hinder 
him from having any corrcfpondence with Ger- 
many and Poland. The King notwichftand- 
ing all this remained inflexible, till at length^the 
Grand Vifir feeing that by this method he rather 
loft than gained ground, fent him two Bafliaws of 
three tails, Cara Mehemct and HafTan Badia, with 
an offer to efcort him thro* Poland with ic,ooo 
Spahi«, and about 30,000 Buziak Tartars. The 
Kipg accepted the offer, but as his Majefty had 
need of money both for his journey, and the pay- 
ment of his debts before his departure ; he fent 
back Mr, Funk- to the army to borrow 600,000 

F 3 crowns 
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LETTER XX, 

Ta Baron Goertz. 

SIR, B^nderj Jugujl 29^ 1711, 

I Have afted very wifely to have fent you our 
news here by the way of Cpnftantinople, anid 
1:6 have informed you of the peace which the Turks 
took it in their head to make without including his 
Swedifh Majefty. I hope you have received the;m, 
as I have written by two different couriers. It is 
at prefent a very difficult thing to gee any letter^ 
fent to you, the King and Grand Vifir having 
fallen out to fuch a degree, that the laft has ordered 
the Bafhaw of Bender not to give a paffport to any 
Swedes. You fee by this, that it will coft no 
fmall intriguing to write to Conftantinople. 'Tis 
even probable, that the letters that come from 
thence will be ftopt, as there has no anfwer appear^- 
ed to the letters that were fent off four weeks ago, 
which we know were adtu^lly delivered. Befkies', 
his Majefty's interpreter has been removed, fo that 
we are in a ftrange fituation, the defign of the 
Grand Vifir being to force the King to depart bcr 
fore the anfwer returns from Conftantinople, 
which he fears very much. He aflures us, that 
neither the Cz^r nor the Republic of Poland, will 
hipder the journey of his Majefty thro' their do- 
minions, as the flrft has promifed in the treaty of 
• peace, and he has wrote to the other anrf threatened 
them with a war if they ffiould oppofe it; but as 
; the efcort be offers is only 6000 men, the King can- 
Mi6t truft Wmfelf to it ; befidcs, he ha;s not a fingle 
farthing of money. The only refource is, the 
death of the Grande Vifir, for which we impati- 
-cnily expe^ 'orders to arrive. This appears the 

more 
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fnore certain, as according to all appearance» th^ 
Czar bimfelf will not obferve the peace ; for we are 
told that he refufes to deliver Afoph, in which cafe 
the war will be renewed, tho' they will never agaia 
find fuch an opportunity as they loft at Pruth. 
Fifteen days or three weeks at fartheft, will difco- 
ver whether the King is to remain here the winter 
or not. However it be, it will be very difficult 
for him to fubfift at Bender, provifions, but efpe- 
cially forage, being exceffively dear, which is not 
a little inconvenient to me. It were to be wiftied 
that the army in Pomerania, had entered Poland 
and advanced towards this country. I have not 
failed to repeat it twenty times to the King, that 
without the declaration which the allies demand, 
a peace with Denmark was not to be expeded. 
I have even done my utmoft to procure the peace, 
and Mr. MiiUer has negleded nothing for that 
purpofej but hitherto he has not foccceded, yet 
they hope to procure it without the affiftarice of the 
allies. 1 have the honour to be, £s?r. 
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LETTER XXI. 

^0 Ccunt Reventlau. 

SIR, Bender J Sept. 3, 1711. 

J/TTS I S now about eight days fince I did myfelf 
X the honour of writing to. you dir^^lly by 
Belgrade, and as I make hot the leaft doubt but 
that letter was delivered to you, I have nothing at 
this time to fay to your Excellency, but to rccam* 
fnend to yc u what was ipclofed. As the Grand 
Vifir prohibits all correfpondence, I have* difguifed 
one of my domeftics like a Greek, to carry a packet 

of confequence to Conflantinoplc.' Affairs here 

re- 
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remain in the fame fta);e that { menuontd in my 
}aft Co Baron Goertz. The Kapifkr Kyh^^fli .oif 
the Grand Signior, arrived a few days a^ at die 
army. A$ be is greatly in the King's intcreft, wc 
every nnoment exfieft (bine fivourable reyi>iution« 
The Palatine of Kiovia^ and Count Tarlo have 
gone to the army to the Gr^d Viiir, and we will 
be able to know ibmething at their rexurn^ Ac* 
cording to appearance, the Mufcovites will not dt^ 
liver up Albpf^, fo that 'tis very likely the war wiiJ 
continue. They have agaui demanded two months 
to evacuate it. The Grand Vifir has toJd MefTrs. 
Schafirof and Schemeretof, that he will icaufe them 
to be hanged oppofite to one another» if ithe .place is 
not delivered up at the time fixeid oo. I would not 
chufe to be in dicir place. The King probably wiH 
ftiU ren^in here this winter. In the mean rime» 
the want of money is fo great here at preitnt, the 
money from Vienna being Tome how dekyed, that 
the King has at length refolved to negotiate a fum 
at Conftantinople. In the Jectcr to Count Wellingk, 
there is a very accurate plan of the Turkifli and 
Muicovite camps; and in cafe my ktters of the 2&th 
of Auguft did not arrive, with the fmall plan that 
I fent to Baron Goertz, he may a(k that of Mr. 
Wellingk, to (hew it to his Highnefs. He would 
do. me a favour, likewife, IQ fend a copy to the 
Elcdoral Prince of Hanover in my name. I am, 6?r. 

LETTER XXII. 

Ta Baron Goertz. 

SIR, Binder^ OSfober r5, 1711. 

T^E not aftoniflied I beg of ypu, that I fo fef- 
X) ^^ ^^ tnyfelf the honour to write to you : 
lor not only the King has fent no coii;:ier fo Ger- 
many 
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many fincc the conclufion of the peace between the 
Turks and Mufcovites, .but the Grand Vilir pro- 
hibits aH correfpondcncc, for fear, left we ihould 
inform the Grand Signiqr 0/ fgmething to bis dif- 
advantage. However, 1 have found means of 
lending two or three to Belgrade and Conftajnti^io- 
ple, which I hope you wiH receive. In the mean 
lime I fend your ExceJlency my narrative tx> his 
Serene Higbaefs, which a Janiffary whom I have 
gained, is to carry to Belgrade. You wiU dierd 
fte at leogdi the changes which have happened 
biere, and which happen daily. We muft wait ka 
the arriyai of the Grand Vi(flr at Conftantinople ben 
fore we can fay any thing pofitive, whether the 
peace will continue, and when the King of Swedea 
will fet out. We flatter ourfelves that he will be 
depofed. According to appearance, the ^ng will 
remain here till the froil begin, or to the fpring^ 
unlefs his army in Pomerania do not advance to t\m 
frontiers, which they may do if the news of thedefeat 
of the Saxons and Danes, whidi we have received 
feveral times here by the way of Poland, be true. 
Jt might have been wiihed, that the allies widi their 
army of neutrality, would have hindered dns in-r 
vafion of Pomerania, as their own iotereft required 
them. This would have entirely reconciled them 

with the King of Sweden. ^I at prefent fend my 

equipage to Germany by the way of Hungary. 
There are ^long with it fbme Turkifli horfas for 
his Highnefs. I know not when 1 fhali follow $ 
but at leaft, however defirous I am of feeing yoa 
again, it will not be till I have received mj 
difpatches, or till I Ihall be eza&ly informed 
pf the time for the departure of his Maj^y. I 
^rx) witJi all pofllble veneration and attachment, &r« 
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LETTER XXIII. 

JV bis Serene Higbnefs the Duke Mfninijirator. 

SIR, Bender^ Decemb. 24^ 171 1. 

YOUR Serene Highnefs will doubtlcfs have 
feen by my moft humble narratives, that 
fince the month of July, I have at different times 
informed the Privy Counfellor Baron Goertz, how 
the Czar having been tiaken as in a net at the Pruth, 
faw himfclf obliged moft humbly to fue for peace 
to the Grand Vifir; that he had the happinefs alfo 
to obtain it contrary to all cxpeftation, the King 
of Sweden like wife being entirely excluded from 
thetreaty. But to give your Serene Highnefs fliill 
9 more accurate and clear idea of this affair, I have 
hcreuntoannexed the plan of this aaion,firft Iketch- 
rd out by Lieutenant General Axel-Sparre, and af- 
terwards correfted here and there by his Majefty 
himfdK At the fame time I (ball add an exaft ac- 
count of all that paffed at the Pruth, as it has been 
fent byi to-day's poft firft to Stockholm, and then 
to all the Swedifh Minifters refiding in the different 
courts of Europe, which will clearly make appear 
the exoeffifve fhapidity of the Grand Vifir, who at 
length has been depofed; for not knowing how to 
improve the advantage in his power, and which 
perhaps the Ottoman Porte will never recover while 
the world lafts. His Majefty has not thought pro* 
per to infert in it, how. about two hours before the 
Czar's retreat he arrived at the Grand Vifir's camp, 
land how after being able to obtain nothing of him 
by all the rcafons which be could allege, he quickly 
returned to Bender (all which I had the honour to 
inform your Serene Highnefeof, in my firft narrative) 
difpatching forthwith from thence feveral couriers, 

<Ja?h 



e4ch with a letter to the Grand Signior, and divert 
inftruftions to the Swedilh Envoy at Conftantino- 
ple, ordering him to make loud complaints againft* 
the conduct of the Grand Vifir. The tMio firft of 
thefc couriers happily arrived. The Grand "Vifir 
in the mean time had propofed to the King to fend 
feme perfon to the army, there to treat of peace, 
with Schafirow; but as his Majefty beiieved that* 
fuch a negociacion would end in nothing, he drily 
anfwered, %bat he bad an Envoy at Confiantinople 
who was furpijhed with infiruilions for that pur pofe, 
in cafe of need. The Grand Vifir taking advantage- 
however of this ^nfwcr,. obliged the Envoy Funk, 
to come from Conftantinople to the army, from 
whence he difpatched him to his Majefty with fome 
propofals, which were principally to perfu^de 
the King to.fet out on his return thro' Poland with 
aa efeort of 6000 Turks, or elfe to take his route 
with his Swedes alone by Belgrade and Vienna, al* 
kging that he bad already written for chat purpofe. 
to the Imperial court and the, republic of Poland, 
not to give him the lead oppofition in his paflage : 
all which, however, was wholly rejefted by his 
Majefty. At length, after many difputes, an a- 
greement was made with r two Bafhaws of three 
tails, fent fome days after to the King by the Grand 
Vifir 5 that his Majefty was willing to fet out with 
io,oooSpahis,and 30,000 Buziack Tartars through 
Poland, provided the Porte advanced tohim 600,000 
crowns, with .which anfwer Mr. Funk was direAly 
fent back totbeairmy. The Grand Vifir in the 
mean time, . perceiving the crap, and underftanding 
that* we were endeavouring to do him ill offices ac 
Conftahtinopie, not only prohibited all corrcfpon-* 
dence by letters or otherwife with Belgrade and 
Conftantinpple, but alfo removed the King's inter- 
preter, and made him a prifoner at Oczakow, 
giving as .m anfwer to the King's declaration 

brought 
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broQglit hhn by Mr. Funk, that he could only ad^ 
vance him 150,000 crowns, adding, that the Kiing 
ought forthwith to refolve to fee out by Belgrac^ 
and Germany, or take his route thro* Mufcovy 
with 1000 Spahis, Schafiro^ having given foil 
fecuf ity in that refpeft, fo that he ought no longer 
to hefitate, and in cafe of his Majefty's refuial, he 
would find himfelf obliged to force him to it, by 
making ufe of his troops, and conftrain him again^ 
his will to quit the territories of the Ottoman Porte« 
To give weight to this brutal menace, and to pre-- 
vail with the King to haften his choice of one of 
the two propofitions above mentioned, he begait 
130 retrench the Thaim from his Majefty, that is to 
fey, the 500 crowns a day which the Grand Signk^ 
had af&gned hitm immediately upon his arrival ii¥ 
the Turkiih Empire. The King, who is always 
hifiexibie in his defigns, anfwered haughtily, *^ that 
he kept by the refolution he had taken to croff 
Poland with' a reafonable efcort which had bctn 
promifed htm two years ago by the Porte, on which 
promife he had always depended fince his arrival f 
that if the Emperor would advance him the futn 
in queftion, he Would be obliged to him, and 
would reimburfe him to the laft farthing ; that if 
Hot, he hoped that they would not violate in hi^ 
perfon the laws of hofpitality, and tfaerefpedk doe to 
crowned heads; and that they would at leaft give him 
time to fend for that fum from Germanyy without 
Which he abibtutely could not begin his joomey. 
As to the Thaim which had been retrenched, he faid 
that gave Jiim little uneafinefs, as he had never 
afked it, and did not accept of it but srt the re*- 
peated entreaty of the Grand Senior ; and laftly, 
as to the violence with which they thYeamed him, 
he would not trouble himfelf to think of it, be- 
ing ready to repel force by force, having already 
given orders to (hoot the firft Turk thro* the head 

who 
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who (hould prefufne to a<!t in the fmalleft itfannef 
contrary to the rcfpcfl^ due to him/* The Salam 
Agafi af^d Capizzi Balliaw, who had been fent 
thichef to wait till the King's departure,, were dif* 
patched to the Grand Vifir with this aftfwer; Ge- 
neral Pontatowfki and Cobnel Grothufen having 
moreover declared the fame thing by word of 
mouth to thefe two Baihaws, and the ^Irm refolu-^ 
tion of the King, to die rather with hh drms in hii 
hand, than fuffer any rcftr^int whatever to be put 
Dpon him, whrch furprifed them, extremely. In 
confequence of which, orders Were given to the 
fmall body of troops that his Majefty has here, to 
encamp round and very near his tent, and to fup- 
ply them with powder and lead* 

Meanwhile I found means to fend a packet 
with a memorial to. the Emperor, under a fal(e 
cover to Cbnftantinople, About the fame time 
the Grand: Vifir, after waiting a long time in vain 
for the keys of Afoph, having received orders to 
decamp and repair with the army to Adrianople ; 
on his march he reBf45ked on the infolent manner in 
which he had a<9:ed towards his Majefty, and fee- 
ing that he could obtain nothing by force, the Ba- 
ihaws having even flatly declared to him, that they 
would rather lofe their head, than be wanting in 
the rcfpcA due to fo great a Prince, he fent a very 
polite letter to the King, in which he excufed what 
had pafled as well as he could, again making an 
oflFer of the,Thaim and all thefcrvices in his power, 
giving orders at< the fanie time to fet his Majefty's 
tuterpreter at liberty* The King, however, not 
only made no anfwer to this letter, but alfo dif- 
dainfully refufed to accept of the Thaim. The 
Grand Vifir iii the mean time arrived at Adriano- 
pie, where, contrary to cuftom, he fpent the Bairatn 
0rgrciit.TurkiOi fcftivaU putting off his journc|r 
to Conftantinople from day to day, notwithftand- 
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lug the peremptory orders of the Grand Slgnlbf 
tvhich he found there upon his arrival. But as his 
Majefty had found means to caufe a new memorial 
to be delivered into the Grand Signior^s own handsy 
(in which the Grand Vifir's extravagant behaviour^ 
both to his Majefty and the Emperor his own ma- 
fter, was defcribed in the moft lively colours) this 
laft piece fo opened the eyes of his Highjnefs, that 
he difpatched the fame day his Kapifler Kyhajafii, 
who is a zealous Swede, to the Grand. Vifir, to 
carry to him a cafFetan or upper cloak, with a 
magnificent fword, as tho* he were quite pleafed 
with his condud ; while that officer's fecret orders 
were to take his meafures fo well with the Aga of 
the Janiflaries and the Boftangi Bacha, that the 
Grand Vifir might be feized at Adrianople with- 
out occafiohing any difturbapce, which was hap^ 
pily executed in the night time. The Kapifler 
Kyhajafli, after having furrounded the houfe of 
that firft Minifter with the Boftangis, entered ic 
with the Halcberif or Emperor's order, and hav* 
ing taken the feajs from the Vifir Baltagi Mc- 
hemet and put him under arreft, he returned the 
feals to the Aga of the janiflTaries, named JuiTuf 
Bafhaw, and made him diredly fit down in the 
place and upon the fopha of the depofed Vifir, 
All the effeds and immenfe riches of Baltagi Me- 
hemet were forthwith confifcated, and his equipage 
given to be pillaged. In the mean time, the two 
hoftages of the Czar, Schafirow and Schemeretofj 
were guarded more ftridly, and then fent to Con- 
ftantinople, there to keep company in the Seven 
Towers with the Mulcovite Ambaflador Tolftoi^ 
while the new Grand Vifir Juffuf Bafiiaw fet out 
for that capital with part of the army, having left 
the reft in winter quarters on the frontiers. Many 
imagine, however, that the new Grand Vifir will 
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hot long keep his place, and that it hasr bhty beeft 
given him from policy. 

This great news however of the depofidon of 
the Vifir, has givert much pleafure td his Majefty^ 
who immediately fent General Poniatowfki tcf 
Conftantinople to aifill in beating the iron while it 
was hot. The war at prefent appears fo much the 
more certain, as the Mufcovites fhew no forward- 
ncfs to deliver up Afof, and- as thfe Turks begin tb 
perceive that the Czar has intended to mock them 
with the magnificent promifes of the treaty of the 
Pruth. 

This, Sir, is all chat has pafled of any impor- 
tance (ince that peace. I have alio the honour td 
inform your Serene Highnefs, that the two letters 
which you wrote to his Majefty, and of which Ba- 
ron Goertz fent me the copies, were put into hi^ 
own hands fix weeks ago by a Swediih Captain 
named Stahl, who paflfed thro' Vienna. His Ma- 
jefty is greatly pleafed with them, and altho* he 
has not yet anfwered them* by the pod, he has in 
the moft gracious manner exprcfly ordered me to 
make bis compliments to your Serene Highnefs 
and to excufe him, afluring me that the anfwer 
ihall be fent by the firft courier, (^c. 

We have not for thefc feveral months^ received 
any news of our army in Pomerania, which be- 
gins to give us fome unealinefs; and altho' at two 
different times, fome letters from Poland have af- 
fured his Majefty, that the SaxonS and Danes have 
been obliged to evacuate Pomerania, for want of 
forage, we cannot however give credit to this, till 
we receive the confirmation of it by a courier' 
from Germany. We hope, however, that the 
new war ready to break out between the Ottoman 
Porte and the Mufcovites, will occafibrt a power- 
ful diverfion in bur favour, and entirely change 
the face of affairs. I have the honour to be, fcfr. 

G L E t- 
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LETTER XXIV. 

To Baron Goertz. 

SIR, Bender^ Dec. lo, 1711. 

WE have been at work here thefc four weeks 
upon difpatches thai are to be fent to Ger- 
many, and as they are to be finiftied tomorraw or 
the day after, I did not chufe to rifle the fending of 
my letters by Conftantinopfe with a courkr dif- 
patched thkhcr by Barbn Grothufen, in hqpcs that 
they will arrive fooricr by tihc way ©f Belgrade. 
You doubclefs know that the Grand Vifir being 
cfcpofed. General Poniatowlki is returned to Con- 
ftantinople to endealvour to get the war renewed, 
in which there is a great prdbabiHty that he Will fuc- 
cced, I am, &?r. 




L E T T E R XXV. 

To Baron Goeriz: 

SIR, ConfiantinopU^ JR?^. 19, 171 2, 

I Mentioned to you in my laft from Bender, which 
I fent to Belgrade by a Janiffary about feven or 
eight weeks ago, of a journey I had to make to 
Conftantinople. Here I am, haying arrived two 
days ago, partly on my own affairs, but princi- 
pally to fee more immediately the refult of aU our 
intrigues, and whether the Porte will effedtually 
come to a rupture, and what likelihood there is of 
the King of Sweden's departure, that you may there- 
upon take your meafures. I will tell you moreo* 

vcr, 
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ver^ lii confidence, that the court was verygUd thit 
I made this j(Hirney hither, to fathom a liitle th< 
intrigues of tlie EngUfh and Dutch Mtnilters, who 
move heaven and. earth to prevent a rupture. As 
I do not'doubt bitt the faid fupcure, the arrival of 
the Swcdilh tranfporcs in Fonnerania, and the peace 
perhaps at this moment concluded between France 
and England, will give a new face to the affairs of 
Europe, 1 have thought proper to difpatch this 
lecter to you by my valet de Chambrct that you 
may by him It-iui me the lafl orders of his Serenti 
Highnefs, for immediately after his return, I re- 
pair to Bender to take my leave of his Majefty* 
find return at length to Holft^. A few days be- 
fore T left Bender, I had the honour to difcourfe 
with the Kif^g upon the Pcaoe with Denmark, which 
were greatly to be wifbed, on account of the glory 
that would redound to us for having procured it, 
and hifi Majeft/ always a^tpears to me much in- 
clined to agree to it. The new rupture between 
the Porte and the Czar, which appears inevitable* 
or the Peace which the Czar will be conftxained lo 
tnake with Sweden, may facilitate the negotiation, 
as 'tis plain that if this lad happens the King will 
turn ail his forces agwft the King of Denmark 
and Auguftus. 

As to the affairs here, you will have feen by my 
former letters, that after the.dcpofition of the 
Grand Vifir Mehemet Baltagi, and the arrival of 
the Cham of the Tartars at Conftantinople, mat- 
ters fell into quite another train, altho' the prefent 
Grand Vifir is not greatly in the intereft of ihe 
King of Sweden, After feverat divans and coun- 
cils held, the war has been tofolved upon anew, ai 
your excellency will fee by the Grand Signior's or- 
der to ail his Bafhaws, tranflated into French, 
which is annexed to my narrative to his Serenf 
Highnefs j this oider has beep.rfpeated three ttmes^ 
G 3 noc- 
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notwithftanding the news of th^ reftitution of 
Azak (Afof or Azow) and demolition of Ta- 
ganrok, which has arrived within thefe few days. 
Every body is furprifcd that the Czar, after delay- 
ing (o long, (houid have the weaknefs to deliver 
thofe places at a time when he can by no means be 
certain that this compliance will bcfafEcient to con- 
firm the peace, efpecially as thofe places would 
doubtlefs have employed the Ottoman forces fe- 
veral years. The Knglifh and Dutch Ambafladors 
ufe their utmoft endeavours to oblige the Porte to 
be fatisfied, without infilling as it docs, upon iie 
rejlitution of the whole Ukraine to the Coffacks. As 
to the King's return, they pretend that they have 
propofed a fofpenfion of arms for a year with King 
Auguftus, and that the King may then pafs thro' 
Poland without an efcort. I know not, however, 
if this be abfolutely certain, I have feen the 
Englifh Ambaffador but once, the day before yef- 
tcrday in a ferious vifit, and I could difcover no- 
thing, efpecially as he is a man extremely referved 
and politic. The Dutch Ambaffador is more open, 
and I believe that with the affiftance of a good 
Dutch cheefe, and a good bottle of Cyprus or Te- 
nedos wine, one might draw fomewhat more out 
of him. However it may be, if it be really fo, 
thefe gentlemen will not thereby pay their court to 
his SvAedifli Majefty, as perhaps it is not by order 
of "their mafters, but folely at the preffing foUicita- 
tions of the Mufcovite hoftages that they inter- 
meddle in this affair *. In all probability, howe- 
ver, they will lofe their labour, as after a great 
council held yefterday at the Porte, tjie Kyhaja of 
the Grand Vifir caufed Meff. Poniatowfki and 

• See the narrative which Count Col'icr fent to their High 
Mightinefies, of the prcfling folh' citations of the Mufcovite 
Minifters on this point, in ,the Memoirs for the Hiftory of 
Charles XII. By W. Thyels at Lcyden, 1722. 
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Funk 'to be told not to give themfelves any dif- 
tiirbance, as the tails of the Grand Signior would 
be difplayed without fail next Thurfday, which is an 
infallible mark of war, and of the Emperor*s 
leaving Conftantinople within forty days after. 
They have already begun to make great prepara- 
tions, and they pretend that the army will be. in- 
finitely more numerous than it was laft year. I 
fliall follow the court from hence to Adrianoplc, 
where my man will find me. As to the affairs of 
his Swedifh Majefty, the Cham of the Tartars 
who arrived at Bender two days before my depar- 
ture, has aflured the King of the friendfhip of the 
Grand Signior, and that he will infallibly give him 
an cfcort of 50,000 men to pafs thro' Poland 
whenever he pleafes, where the Turks will obferve 
good difcipline and pay for every thing they want 
with ready money. As the news from Germany 
of yefterday mention that his Majefty's enemies 
have evacuated Pomerania, his army which may 
come to meet him in Poland will facilitate his paf- 
fage. They ha^ve alfo promifed the King money ; 
but they have not yet agreed upon the fum. This, 
however, as my man will tell you by word of 
mouth, is a very material point, to extricate him 
from his difficulties. *Tis probable there will be 
an interview between the Grand Signior and the 
King of Sweden at the Danube^ unlefs the laft en- 
ter Poland before the arrival oif the former. We 
are in great apprchenfions about the ceremonial, 
unlefs the perfonai friendfhip which his Highnefs 
has for the King of Sweden, do not make him 
abate a little of the ftate he pretends to aflume be- 
fore Chriftian Princes. I doubt not but yoilr Ex- 
cellency is very glad of my arrival at Conftantino- 
ple, as it is the place where the chief affairs are 
trarifafted, and from whence regular couriers fet out 
every fifteen days j I can more cafUy inform your 
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Serene Highncfs ot the news here, as almoft no* 
thing happens but v/hm I learn immediately after; 
whereas it was a very hard matter to write from 
Bender, or to di-fpatch any perfon from thcnec. 
Jefidcs, I have here but very little to do, as bi 
late we have had news from Germany but very 
feldom. I have alfo left my aHatrs at Bender in 
the hands of feme fincere friends who inform me 
of every thing that pafies, and I write them letters 
every eight days, which they read to the King, 
from one end to the other. I beg of you. Sir, to 
fend back my valet de Chambre as foon as poffibl^, 
md be perfuaded that I am, (^c. 

P, S. Poniatowfld, who ilept this night at ehe 
porte and who fends his compliments to you, tells 
me that the tails wiJl go out of the city withotit 
fail, and that even «he mules for carrying the Sul- 
tanas and Odalicks or flaves of the Grand Signior, 
are already bought, which is another fign of the 
war« He has the addrefs to infinuate to his High- 
nefs whatever he pleafes, and the intention of the 
Emperor is to repair with a numerous army to the 
plate where the peace was concluded laft yeaf, 
there to wait till the articles be /ulfiHed (which be^ 
fides the reftitution of the places, mention alfo the 
reftoring all the Ukraine on both fides the Nieper 
to the Cofiatks, and the evacuating of Poland en- 
tirely, without taking any part in the affairs or in- 
tcrefts of King Auguftus) and to give a good part of 
his army to the King of Sweden to efcort him 
thro* Poland, The Grtod Signior m^es a point 
of honour of ^his, and is fixt in his refolution, 
altho the Grand Vifir and all the Effendis are 
#gainft the war. 

Another P. S, There is a kalabaflik, or moft <te- 
yHilh ftir at the Pansc chefc Onrp ^s, I ftop my 

(:ourier 
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courier to. fee the iflue of it. The Grand Signior 
is for marching in'perfon, coft what it will, to the 
frontiers with a numerous army j^ to be a witnefs 
of the execution of the peace, which confifts, as 
I mentioned, befides the rcftitution of the places, 
ix) the reftoration of all the Ukrain and the evacua- 
tion of Poland. The day before yefterday he 
caufed the Grand Vifir and the Mufti to be called 
at 1 1 at night, to declare to them, fbaf it is bis in- 
tention either to take the fields or to quit his throne. 
Yefterday after a great divan held, the Ambafla- 
dors who offered their mediation, were told that 
they muft either give as a fccurity in writing, all 
their cfFedls, and thofe of their refpeftive natioiis 
in the caft, or not meddle any more with the af- 
fair. As it is impoffible for thefe gentlemen to 
give this fecurity for the execution of the peace^ 
tis not to be doubted but they will follow the latter 
courfe. Affairs arc at fuch a crifis, that to judge 
from the Emperor's fteadinefs, they cannot come 
to a conclufion without either the marching 
oyt of the tails, or his depolition. As to-day is 
theTurkifh Sunday, the divan to be held to-morrow 
will decide every thing. The Mufti and the two 
|Cut(e Vifirs, Ali Bafhaw and Soli^nan Bafhaw, are 
on tne fide of the Grand Signior: but the Gran4 
Vifir, the Aga of the Taainaries, a part of the 
janifiaries, and all the Effendi3,whoare the lawyers, 
are againft the war. A bad circumftancc is, that 
at the change of a Grand Signior, every JaniflTary 
receives 25 crowns ready money (a moft dangerous 
cuftom) and Sultan Ibrahim, nephew to his High- 
nefs is much beloved by the people, who are al- 
ways fond of novelty; but as the Grand Signior in 
this affair has (hewn more firmnefs, fpirit, and po- 
licy, than was ever before attributed to him, 'tis 
to be hoped that he will draw himfelf out of his 
emb;U'rai0hient. General Pomatowfki has gone to 
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flcep at the Porte, incognito. I have a great de- 
fire to follow him in the evening, to be at hand tQ 
fee what pafles to-morrow. The Drogman or 
Swc^ifli interpreter, who this moipent has come 
from the Porte, fays that the Grand Signior re- 
mains ftill determined, and will not hear the leafl; 
piention made of Peace, qnlefs the Grand Vifir 
and ail who defire it, engage their belids by writing 
that it ihall be executed, apd that the Mufcovites 
fhall reftore all the U krain, therein comprehending 
Kiovia, Czerqikovia, (^c. which the hoftages hi- 
therto have not confented to. This moment the 
Minifters-mediators have p^flfed by, which is a 
proof that the divan is over; but as they have 
pot upon them the kaftans or robes which the Em- 
pero^ gives on fuch an occafion, we may be fure 
the peace has not been concluded, and chat the 
tails will be carried out without fail. The inter- 
preter is returned to the Porte to bring us a pofitive 
anfwer. The^Svi^edifli Envoy has afked an audi- 
ence of the Emperor for to-morrow morning. 

As the affairs begin to draw to fome length, I do. 
not chyfe to ftop my courier any longer. I Ihall in- 
form you of all that pafles, by the courier that 
Mr. Funk is to fend when the final refolution (hall 
be' taken. I beg of you. Sir, to give this to his 
Serene Highnefs, as I have written it fince my 
narrative was finiflied. 



Ki- ^'' 
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LETTER XXVI. 

To bis Serene Higbnefs the Duke Admimftratcr. 

SIR, Conjianiinople^ February 24,^ 17 12. 

IH A V E come again to Conftantinople 
with the confcnt of his Majefty the King of 
Sweden, that I nnay be more at hand to fee what 
turn affairs will at length take, that I may give 
your Serene Highncfe a more exaft and faithful 
account of them, cfpecially, whether and when 
the King (hall leave this country. As I do 
not doubt but the rupture between the Porte and 
Mufcovy on one fide, and on the other the arrival 
of the fo much defired tranfports from Sweden at 
Pomerania^ joined to the peace, in all appearance 
already concluded between France and England, 
will give quite another face to the affairs of Europe, 
and oblige your Serene Highnefs to give me new 
inftrudtions 5 I have therefore judged it neceffary 
to difpatch to Holftein the bearer of the prefent, 
who is my valet de chambre, whom your Serene 
Highnefs will be fo good as charge with your laft 
orders, that immediately upon his return I may 
repair to Bender to take leave of his Majefty. . . , 
■But to come to public affairs ; your Serene 
Highnefs will fee by my laft narrative from Bender 
pfthe 14th of December, how, after thedepofitionof 
the Grand Vifir, and the arrival of the Cham of the 
Tartars and General Poniatowfki at Conftantinople 
(where this laft has found means fully to inform the 
Grand Signior of all that paffed the foregoing cam- 
paign) affairs have begun to turn in favour of his 
' - Swedilh 
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Swcdifti Majcfty. The firft proof of the Grand 
Signior gave of this, was his putting under arrelb 
the two firft minifters of the depofed Vilir, who 
were the c^ufc of the^ conclufion of the treaty, and 
who after feveral divans held on this occafion, were 
beheaded publickly before the gates of the feraglio, 
and their bodies after being expofed to the people 
the three following days were thrown into the fca. 
At the fame time the depofed Grand Vifir was ba-^ 
nifhed to the ifland of Mytilene, where his predc- 
ceflbr Ali Bacha* who had alfo been banifhed 
thither^ was ftraagled, and his head carried to Con- 
ftantinople, for having without ceafing animated 
the laft Grand Vifir againft the King of Sweden, 
and for having formed fome plot even againft the 
Emperor. After thefe proceedings the war wa5^ 
again refolved on againft the Czar, and the annexed 
order (tranQated from the Turkilh into French) 
fent to all the Bafliaws c^ the empire to caufc th^mi 
to march their troops. The Cham of the Tartars 
upon this returned to Bender, OQt only to inform 
his Majefty of all that had paflTed at Coaftantinople ; 
but alfo to aiSite him of the friendihip of his High- 
nefe, and of an cfcort of 50,000 men, who in their 
pafiage thro' Poland were to pay for every tbtqg 
with ready money, and, which was the principd 
thing to the King, that they would ftill find means 
at tile Porte to furnifii him with 600 tons of gold^ 
which he had afked for his departure. 

Mc^tiwhile the Engliih apd Dutch ambafiadors 
(at the preffing foUicitation of the Mufcovite hof- 
tiiges, and not by the order of their mailers) mov- 
^ heavcin and earth at Conftantinople, where they 
bad frequent conferences with the above- oientioned 
hoftage^, and with the minifters of the Porte to 
ealm tfaie ftorm, and confirm tlie p^ce qf the 
Pruth, ^fpecially, as the Mufcovites had, contrary 
to aU ^e^ipkltationy raftered the forxrefs of Az^k or 

Azow, 
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Axow, and defnotifhed the fert <rf Taganrok 
(ahho^ it will be wich great reludance that they 
cenfent tK> tjie reftiiirtion of the Ukrain to the Cof- 
iacks^ Us the Turkifli Errrpcror abfolutely requires) 
and ccmfequently, according to them, have fuj- 
filkd the articles of the peace, The rupture, ne- 
verthelefs, appears (q much the more inevitable, 
as the Grand Signior has not only begun to raife a 
certain duty, which is never impofed but in time 
©f war, and in confequence of which he is obKged 
to make the campaign in perfon ; but the kyhaja 
of "the Grand Vifir alto, after a great divan held 
yefterday, and which continues even to-day, de- 
Glared yefterday in the evening, by the SwediOi in- 
terpreter to Mr. Funk the envoy, and to General 
Poniatowlki ; that the feven uils of the Emperor 
would be difplayed without fail on Thurfday next, 
which h a never failing fign of a declaration of wai", 
the Emperor being oUiged according to the laws, 
to leave ;C<»tftanrinople within forty days after this 
cerenK>ny, and to go dire&ly to the army at Adria* 
nopk. 

fiefide$, the greateft preparations arc making 
for the campaign, the army being to confift of at 
leaft 400,000 men, the Tartars included. *Tis 
believed, that the Emperor, who has an extraor- 
dinary efteem for the King of Sweden, will have 
an interview with him on hi$ marcii jjear jiJie Da- 
nube, to concert together the neceilary meafures 
for the opening jof the campaign. I (hall follow 
the court to Adrianople, where I fhall wait the re* 
Curtn of my valet de cbambre (whon? I moft bum* 
bly beg your Royal Highncfs will difpatch as foon 
as poffible) and from thence I (hall go diredly with 
my new infl:ru6tions for Bender. 1 (hall not fail 
in the mean tiine to give your Serene Highnefs an 
exa6i: account of all that pafles here. The tiews 
whifh m received yefterday from Germany, men- 
tion. 
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tion, that the King of Denmark and King Aa*- 
guftus had quitted Pomerania with their armies^ 
which in all probability will Facilitate his Majefty/s 
paiTage thro' Poland ; efpeciaily, as the party of 
King Staniflaus in that kingdom becomes every day 
Wronger and ftrongcr. A proof of this is, that 
before my departure from Bender Mr. Cryfpix 
Deputy-general of Lithuania arrived there, and Mr. 
Sapbia Starode Bobroufki, and alfo the great Ge* 
nfral of Lithuania, Prince Wifniowifki (who was 
already arrived in Hungary with 5000 men) were 
cxpefted at Bender every moment. I have the 
honour to be, 6?f . 



A TRANSLATION 

» 

Of the circular orders fent by the moft powerful Ono- 
man Emperor to all the Vijirs arid Bafhaws of his 
empire^ by which his Imperial Majtfiy explains to 
them the reafons he has to renew the war againji 
the Czar of Mufcovy^ and orders them to repair 
with their troops to the imperial camp in the plain 
of Iffaktchi upon the Danube the following fpring 
of the year 1712 ♦. 

AFTER the peace was concluded in the year 
of the Hegira 1 109 J between my Porte, 
whofe greatnefs is eternal, and the Czar of Muf- 
covy, and after it was renewed in the year iizi f, 
the Czar of Mufcovy having violated the treaty 
of peace by enterprifes, which difcovered his ba4 

* This piece is inferted in the Memoirs of Mr. Thyels, p. £5. 
bat 4his trandation is more literal, snd (hews more folly the 
ftile of the fecretary's ofHce at Conflantinople^ 

t 1699. t >7U. 

intentions 
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intentions againft my fublime Porte and the Ottoman 
territories, aflifted by the favour of God from whom 
nothing is hid, the viftorious army that I brought 
into the field this year marched againft that infidel 
Mufcovite ; and after they had reduced him and 
his army to difficulties at Houg-ghetchei, a place 
fituated upon the frontiers of Moldavia, a peace 
was concluded on the following conditions, Thae 
he (hould reftore to my fublime Porte the fortrefs 
of Azak with all its dependencies in the fame ftate it 
was in when it was taken ; that he fhould entirely 
raze the fortrefs of Taigan, and no more concern 
himfclf with the Poles and CofTacks. Some other 
articles were agreed to, and ratified treaties were 
delivered on both fides, which were to be conform- 
ed to. The Czar, neverthelefs, has not only not 
rcftored to my fublime Porte the fortrefs of Azak 
nor razed that of Taigan, according to the articles 
contained in the treaties, but alfo has not ceafed 
to intermeddle in the affairs of the Poles and Cof- 
facks, as evidently appears by the letter which he 
wrote to our imperial Majefty, and by the difcourfe 
of the plenipotentiaries and hoftages that arc at our 
fublime Porte. Thcfe proceedings being entirely 
contrary to the articles of peace agreed upon, 
I have in a general aflembly confulted all the Vifirs, 
doftors, lawyers, all thofe who fear God, and other 
perfons who enter the council, and all havingjde- 
clared unanimoufly, that it was neccfTary to make 
war on the infidel Mufcovite to oppofe his wicked- 
nefs and the evils he may occafion, we have de- 
creed, that our Imperial Majefty, fupported by the 
afliftance of heaven, fhall march in perfon under 
hap^y aufpices the following fpring, with all the 
troops of Romelia, Natolia, and other parts of our 
dominion, to prevent the miichiefs the Czar may 
do to the Ottoman territories, and as it is neceflary 
to go againft that infidel with a more numerous 

army 
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army and more confiderayble pre{)aratil>n$ than thoik 

of lift year, you— -—governor of , yow 

alfo have orders to join my imperial camp in the 
plain of liTaktchi or Adrianople in the be^nnii^ 
of May with your houfe, which fliall be compofed 
o f ■ " ■ c hofen and ftrong borfemcn, furnilhed 
with arms necdfary and proper for fighting. 
Therefore^ tmmediaisely after the arrival of my 
noble Qoqnmander, you fliaU take care to levy troops 
afid prepare arrns^ and you (haU do your utmoft 
to faegin yow march widi thatjuumber of cho^a 
and robofi: horfomen that compofe your houfe^ at 
fuch a time that you may join my imperial camp 
at Iflaktcbi in the begioning of May. If you do 
not appear there at the time mentioned in my or*' 
deeS) neitiier your anfwers, nor your excufes will 
be heai4&ned to» and you will certainly incur jdie 
indignation of your Emperor v but if you hwc 
any regard to your fafety» you will execute ivbat is 
above* meittioned with all poSble diligence and 
attention. With this my imperial mandate, my 
iiatfcherif is publifbed at the iame time^ that you 
iniet.y be upon your guard not to moleft the infaahi- 
tarns -upon your route, by taking from them coa* 
trary to juflice, proviQons or other .thirds without 
payii^ ior them -, that you may not fail thro' diJa«- 
torinefs or negligence to be at the place appointed 
within the time fixed ; and laftly, that you may 
not^o there with a fmaller number of troops, than 
what you arc ordered to go with. Written in the 
middle of the moon of Zilkidge, that is to iay, 
drawn up about the end of December of the year 
i»ie thoufand feven hundred and eleven. 
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LETTER XXVII. 

Tt Baron Goeriz. 

S I R, ConftantiuBfle^ ipb Aprils 171 2. 

ACCORDING to the iettcrs I received from 
Belgrade, my valet dc chambre, whom I 
difpatched from hence in the end of February, 
would arrive at Hamburg before the end of March. 
I hope he has carried my difpatches/and that ac- 
cording to the infirruftrons I gave him he will in- 
form you by word of mouth of the ftate of affairs 
here and at Bender. Since his departure from this 
place, we have been in the greateft uncertainty in 
the world, as to the refolutton which the Porte 
will at length take, f ou know that at that time 
affahrs were at a crifis, that, unlefs the Grand 
Signior (hould happen to be depofcd, a war was ine- 
vitable, and that We looked every day for the 
tails being difplayed. Bur, after fome conferences 
held with the ambafladors-medtators, it was pu- 
bliffaed, that the peace was certain, that the two 
courts were agreed on every point, excepting only 
the reftitution of Kiovia, upon which the Grand 
Signior infilled, but that the Mufcovites would not 
grant it. Meanwhile the moon of Sefer (which 
with us is the month of March) arrived, and as 
the Turks from fuperftition believe that month un- 
fortunate for their dcfigns, and then never take 
any rcfohjtion, the conferences were broke off. 
Before the end of that month, the war was thought 
unavoidable, by the preparations which the Grand 
4 Signior 
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Signior ordered to be made for the campaign, cauf^ 
ing his tents to be fpread out, and diftributing to 
the JaniiTaries the money neceflary for their equi- 
pages. Every one bought horfes and kept him^ 
felfin readinefs. The expofing of the tails was even 
6xed for the ill of Rebiul or April, and the Grand 
Signior's departure from Conftantinopie for the 
1 5th, when the courier who had been fent to the 
Cham of the Tartars returned. As this prince 
would not alone oppofe the Grand Vifir, the Mufti, 
and all the Effendis who abfolutely were for peace ; 
and as he was even afraid, that all that the Grand 
Signior had done was only grimace to get better 
conditions from the Mufcovites, and moreover, 
CO raife a tax upon the people on pretence of a war, 
far from advifing it abfolutely, he declared, '^ That 
^^ the demolition of the Taganrok, and the refti- 
^^ tution of Azak, making it likely, that the Muf- 
*' covites would execute the other articles of the 
peace, it would not be at all neceflary that the 
Grand Signior fhould march in perfon, and 
that it would be fufficient to fend a good army 
to the frontiers to fee the peace executed, and 
to cfcort the King of Sweden." This letter en- 
tirely changed the face of affairs. Orders were 
immediately fent to Mytclene, to fet at liberty the 
late depofcd Vifir Mehemet Baltagi, and next mor- 
ning the ambaffadors were recalled to the Divan. 
Since that time they have had five or fix confer- 
ences with the minifters of the Porte and the Muf- 
covite hoftages ; and altho' the peace is not yet 
made pubHc, nor the conditions on which it has 
been renewed, no one however doubts but it is 
really made. Yet fince yefterday it has been whif- 
percd, that Uis likely the Grand Vifir may be removed^ 
and that this may again give a new. face to affairs. 
To conclude here we are iathp greateft uncertainty 
in the world, as the refolutions of the Porte change 

every 
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evefy moment. What is certain is, tliat this Vifii' 
18 nbt liked by the Grand Signior ; and that he got 
the feals merely from policy, and as a man who is 
much beloved by the janifTciries. He knows it 
well, and on that account walks warily not to give 
a handle to his enemies. The Grand Signior oa 
the contrary is a Prince who has (hewn a good deal 
of fpirit, prudence and policy in thefe conjurl:;ures^ 
and applies himfelf more to bufinefs than ever any 
Ottoman Prince did. He rambks every day hither 
and thither difguifed, and not long ago he fent a 
poor furgeon to the gallics for having told to bim^ 
fclf without knowing him, that the Grand Signior 
was an avaricious and capricious Prince ^ who wanted 
a War without knowing for what reafon* Whatever 
happen we are always afTured that the King will 
have a fufficicnt efcort to pafs with fafety to hia 
army or to his dominions. We are alfo promifed 
the money neceflary, which the King demanded, 
and which amounts to 600,000 crownS. If they 
ihould offer lefs, I know not if the King would ac« 
ccpt of it, and I know not whether the Porte will 
give the whole fum, which will even hardly be fuf- 
ncient, as the King already aftiially owes more 
than 300,000 crowns. The ambafladors- media- 
tors arc fufpedcd not only of intriguing to procure 
a peace, but alfo of thwarting the grant of the long 
promifed efcort, that the King may thereby be 
obliged to pafs thro* Germany. I have hid orders 
from the King to talk on that fubjeft to the £ng)i(h 
ambalTador, who is a man of great abilities and 
and very much my friend. After feveral con- 
ferences with him On this point, he afTured mc 
** that they wronged him ; that he interfered in 
V the affair of the peace becaufe the Porte had dc- 
*^ fired it, but that he had nevef fpoke of the 
** efcort, that it would have been even necdl^fs, 
^ as the Forte on thac point h^d laid itfeif under 

H rno 
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•* no rcftrtftion, and had always rejeiSed thc.prd* 
•* pofals made to it on that head by the hoftage^; 
•* and that it depended upon ic (olely to recondudt 
** the King in what manner and by what route ifc 
** pleafed : that jn truth the Porte did not fail of 
•' being embarafied about this efcort, forefeejng, 
** that it would draw upon them a War with Po- 
•' land, and that it would be very glad to be dif- 
** penfed with as to its promife.** 1 anfwercd, 
tHat in my opinion the only way of being able to 
difpenfe with it honourably, would Be to threaten 
the republic wjth ^ war in <!iafe they did nbt give 
^full fecuricy for the paffa^e of the King, and to 
furnifh his Majefty with a pretty "lafge fum tb buy 
off the principal rncmBers, and to bring therh over 
to the Kinjg's intercft. This appeared to us very 
pfafticable,. fuppofing, 

^ I. That by die treaty of *pcade on^the point 
of being made, all the Mufcovitcs troops whhoift 
exception fhoiild be obliged to ouit Poland. . 
, . 2. That his Majcfty^s arftiy m Tomerahia fliall 
be in a condition to take the field there : befides, *' 

'3. The King has actually at Bender a corps df 
about 12,060 men, Swedes, Poles arid CoHacks, 
reckoning the Poles whpm Prince Wifniowiflci h 
bringing through Hungary, and thofe whom Cd- 
JonerUrbanowitz has debauched from the crown 
army by means of a little money,; 

I have: given fome hints of thirprbjcft atBeq- 

.der; bvit with all the precaution inraginable, asl 

do not know whether it VH' be to his Majrfty'a 

likipg;/but in my opinion they would lucceeB 

^qch .better in Poland With a million 6f r^ady 

cafh, than with 15,060 or 20,000 Tui^ks. The 

*troop$ m the mean time are m^arcihirig on eyerv 

"fjdci towards' the frontiers. , IWaJt.wrth'itnpiticncc 

fpr the return pf my 'yalct ^ chanibi-e, |tha|: I inav 

"inifhediatcly repair to B8a3feri fhferc fcoire^Jcfve-my 

'* . dipatche&> 
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dH^Jtcles, and then fet out for Vfehna ^thfough 
Hungary, which city Imay cafily reach in fifteen 
days, fince the pofts have been re-cftabliflied ; 1 
have -fo* much the n)ore reafdn to flatter myfelf with 
good difpatcHes, as the fmall fef vices that I havd 
been fo happy as to do for his Majefiy, has given 
him a very good opinion of me. • • • • < 
I received « few days agOj by a courier frorti Ben- 
der, two Af your letters of the month of Oftober, 
^ith one inclofcd^ frorii his Serene Hishnefs to hlS 
Mijefty, which I did not fail to fend forthwith to 
Mr. Mtillern. 1 am with all poflible attachment, C^^< 



LETTER 3CXVIIL 

To the Sam^ 

SIR, Cof^fiantine^^yyipriiz^i if Hi 

IT A K E the opportunity of the departure of * 
Cboudar^ whom the Porte fends to Belgrade 
to tell yjouriExccllentfy, that I have received by - 
the Janiflary that accompanied my valet de cham- 
brc tOiPeterwaradin, your letter of the i6th <if 
•March, not doubtiirg but the two packets I wrote 
fJom hence arrived ftte. 1 moft humbly thank you 
-fer hissSerane Highneft's permiffion concerning my 
return. I impatiently expeft the return of my ,va -» 
lee M chamtH^, who accordingly my calculation 
taaytte'here about thie end of this month, that'I 
'teay repair to Be^nder, where T make not the leaft 
jdoubt of (fircftly receiving good difpatches, ac-« 
cording torthe promlfeof his majefty hirfifclf and 
of his minifters; and as 1 do 'not doubt but the 
*faiat^*sr.ttifwer 4s arrived toucMng our treat}r with 
Denmark, I hope to bring with - me « his ^ajcft/ai^ 
V Ha guarantee^.^ 
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guarantee. Count Tarlo informs me from Bender^ 
in confidence, that fome overture of peace has been 
made between the Kings of Sweden and Denmark, 
by mediation of the King of Pruflia. I know- 
not what may be in it, but ftill I have thought 
myfclf obliged to give you notice of it. I would . 
have hked it better if our court, or that of Ha- 
nover could have fucceedcd in it. This peace ap- 
pears abfolutely neceflary in the prefent conjunc- 
tures, when the Portci has'at length renewed their 
treaty with the Czar on the following conditions : 

1. That befides the reftitution of Azak, and 
the deftroying of Taganrok, Nova Crepa within 
four leagues of Azak ft all alfo be razed. 

2. That the Ukrain on this fide the Borif- 
thenes fhall be reftored to the ColTacks ; and that 
the Czar fhall keep the other fide, and alfo Kiovia. 

3. That all the Mufcovite troops (hall evacuate 
Poland within three months, 

4. That the Grand Signior fhall pay to the 
Czar 36,000. crowns for four fhips of war, which 
the Captain Bafhaw bought the year before frotn- 
the commander of Taganrok. • 

. Thefe are the articles that tre publifhed, but 'tis 
believed there. is befides, fome fecret articles fpecv- 
fying a large fum of money to be paid to the Porter- 
Whatever it be, the Mufcovites may be faid to bai^ 
cposc oS a& well as at the battle of the Pruth, and 
'ti^t the Turks are not fb wicked as they are gene^ 
rally faid to be. I am at a Ipfs what to attribute it to^' 
whether to thejnterpofition and gpod offices of the, 
miniflers-mediators, and the Mufcovite money/ 
or the love the Turks have for repofe. The Kin^s 
envoy and agents are at prefent endeavouring to 
obtain a. good efcort, and a good fum of monej^ - 
In order to quit this country, at length in good 
"earncfl:; and they believe they. flxull ocrtasrily foe- 
cecd. lam, (^c. 

LET. 
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L E T T E R XXIX. 

i 

^0 his Serene Htghnefs the Duke Adminifirator. 

SIR, Con/tantinople, May 13, ^ 1712. 

TH E letter of your Serene Highnefs to Ba- 
ron Grothufen, was fent to me by my Ja- 
niflary, who Ijad accompanied my valet de chambrc 
to Belgrade, and who about fifteen days ago re- 
turned here with feveral other difpatches, which I 
forthwith fent by the firft courier to Bender. Ba- 
ron Grothufen has heen greatly diftrcfled there 
thefe two months by a defluxion upon his eyes, 
but as 1 had a very long letter from him two days 
ago, all written with his own hand, I fuppofe he 
is now quite well— —Your Serene Highnefs wilt 
have feen by my lad: moft humble narrative, that 
notwithftanding all the great warlike preparations 
made here, peace has neverthelefs been concluded 
between the Porte and the Mufcovites. As all the 
Divan on this occafion unanimoudy declared for 
peace, 'tis in vain any longer to exped a rupture. 
Howeviyr, it is no lefs aftonifliing, that the Mu(^ 
covites could at this time ob^m a peace on fo fa- 
vourable conditions, than it was the former year 
incomprehenfible to all the world, that they fhodd 
get fafe and found out of the trap into which they 
had fq. imprudently thrown themfelves 4t the Pruth, 
and which threatned them with no lefs than death 
Of'flajr<^ry. All this, however, can only be looked 
upon::' as ^ pifoof of the extraordinary weaknefs of 
t^e iTiirks^ and th^if quite t incomprehenfible fond- 
n^ for peace and repofe. 

.J^o$withftandbg all that has happened, the Tur- 

kilh Emperor promifes his Majefty arbnfiderable 

.V H ^ cfcort 



- efeort through Poland as far as Fomerania^ with t, 
" fuffkient quantity of provifions, and the money 
DeceflHry fiar the journey. He has ^cor^^ingly 
already given orders, not only to the greateft part 
of his troops in Europe, to march to Bendev, but 
he has alfo fent a Chiaous Baihaw, with a letter 
• written with his own hand to the King of Sweden, 
to aflbre him both by word of mouth and by writ-^ 
ting o£ his frieodihip ; the Chtaous Bafhaw at the 
fame tUne having orders to take all the neceflary 
zneafurts with his Ma^sfiy for the paflS^ge. Befides, 
the Cham of the Tartars has alio received orders 
to notify the defiga of the Porte on thU point to 
the republic of jr^smd, that they might not take 
that paiTage for a ruptune, promifing to the re* 
public, that the TurkKk troops ihall pay with rea- 
dy money for whateirer they wane, and (hall ob- 
ferve &r\St difcipline oa their march. We (hotl 
quickly fee whether this . p^ttk^t be praftieable 
wfth a Turkifti or Tartar army^ and if the repuMlo 
will give their confent to it. As to myfelf, I ca» 
fay nothing about it, and i am ftill at as great a 
lofs, as to the place whither they will conduA the 
King, erpecialjy if the news from Poland be trye, 
' namely, that the Czar with all his forces have quit^ 
tied that. kingdom, with adefign of marching into 
Pomerania, whkh, .however, would be dire6tiy 
contrary to the pe^:e bat jail concluded. His Ma- 
jefty's refoiution as to the pi^pofals of the BaQiaw, 
and the anfw^r of the republic of Poland will cleaf 
up this whole affair, It is, however, certain, that 
It will meet with a thoufand difficulties i and that 
his Majefty's departure from Bender, will be delay- 
rd at leaft till the end pf July or the beginning of 
Auguft. As to the fum which his Majefty has de^ 
ynanded as a loan from the Ottoman^ Porte^ and 
which confifts of 1200 purfes (each purfe making 
fiOQ crowns) it hg^ been rfftrfved, that if they 

cannqt 



cannot give the whole fim ^t. once, the grcateft, 
part; of it at IjpaCL ftould b^ paid at Bender at the 
]^ing*s departure, whic^ will be f^ much the mprc 
neceflary, as the court not only owes a confiderablef 
fum ^o the Turks, but as tjie offic(?rs have hot for 
forne tiqie pa^d tobchi^d: a fartbing> and coafe- 
quently are not in'' a^'^conditioa to take the field, 
without, purchafing new equipages. I now cxpedt 
ey^ry rnoment the return of niy valet de cbam^rc 
^ith the praers o^ your Serene Highnefs. When- 
ever hq .arrives I Ihall return to Bender, there* to re- 
ceive my difpatches, and^ then I (hall return thro* 
tjungary ^o Vienna. I haye t;he honour to be, tfc* 
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LETTER XXX. 
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To Baron Goertz. 
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' S I Rj Conjiantincpk^ May 13, 1712. 

JD O hot fail to reprefent the good intelligence 
that now fubfifts betvyeen us and the King of 
enmark, as an effect of the prudence and expert- 
pefs of the Hplftein minifter. I believe they b^gin 
to be convinced of this. They wiU be more To 
if we fucceed with the King of Denmark as to the 
peace, ^^s T look upon a peace with Denmark ab- 
iblutely Qcceflary fofr Sweden, fince no^: only the 
Porte has cpncludeH 'a peace with tjie Ciaf, with* 
out any hopes of 2l future rupture, but alfo accord- 
ing Ip appearance,' the 'long promifed efcort will 
pot be fo cpnfiderable as we flattered diirrelves. A 
Chiapus Bafhaw, fet put two days ago fpr Bender, 
to concert with the King the ncceflfarv mcafures fot 
his paflaee thro* Poland. Thence^ 



Jiro* Poland. Thence^he is to go as 

id demand ^* paffage with 
H 4 ' ' • n 



amb^ador tp Poland^ and demand ^* paffage with 
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a'Turkifh and Tartar cfcort from the republic. 
Thcv promifc to execute it by force if the republic 
fhould make any oppofition ; but 1 doubt this 
ipuch after all the proofs I have feen of the Tur- 
kifti poltroonery. I have always looked upon this 
paflagc through a chriftian kingdom, with a Tur- 
kifli or Tartar cfcort as a chimerical notion, unlefs^ 
it were to be* made by main force in the time of il 
war between the Porte on the one fide, and the 
Czar and King of Auguftus on the other. At 
' prefent it appears to me more abfurd than ever, 
as according to the news from Poland, the Czar 
propofes to enter . Pomerania with all his forces, 
aqd in that cafe I cannot conceive where that efcort 
can conduft the King. *Tis true that the Mufco*- 
vi;e boftages and the Grand Vifir abfolutcly deny 
that the Czar has any fuch intention, faying^ that 
fucb a proceeding would be contrary to the peace ; 
bgt I believe it neither the Icfs nor the more for 
t^«t. It is a thing quite inconceivable, how the 
TRilfllSi confid^ring the obligations they are under 
tQ tjie King, appear all of a fudden to have be*> 
co^e the friends of his and their own enemies. 
God knows what will be the end of all this. I fear 
fhicfly^ left his Majefty (hculd perfift in ftaying at 
Pender, and then I know no other means of hi$ 
getting out of this country, than the making his 
jirmy advance towards the frontiers. The Swedes, 
pretend that after the arrival of all the tranfports, 
they will be able to take the field with upwards of 
30,000 men. You will know what truth there is in 
this. The 600,000 crowns which the King is nego- 
tiating at the Porte, have not yet been paid, nor ff\\\ 
be- till the King as on the point of fetting out ; a(yi 
It is. not known either whether the whole fum 
3»^iU {jcgivtn, which, however, is greatly want« 
edv ^^ * • , < » . I have had feveral con^ 
icreoces with the minifters of the allies . here, 

upon 
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upon the affairs of+his Majefty. I endeavour to- 
bring them intothcr right road, and to remove all 
that might give occafion to mutual ccmplaims, 
agreeably to the orders I daily receive on that head 
from Mr. Miillern. I believe that a good harmo- 
ny between the King and the allies is abfolutely ne- 
ceflary, as it may procure a peace between his 
Majetty and Denmark. With this view, I labour 
to the utmoft of my power to bring it about. T 
make no doubt but the allies will do their utmoft 
to hinder the Czar from entering Pomerania. The' 
Swedes a! ledge that it is . both their duty and in- 
tcrcft, and it feems fo to me alfa One eiientialf 
proof of the friendfhip of the allies for the IQng«« 
would make all that has pafled be forgotten, aixl 
inftantly remove the coolnefs that has ariien between 
them. 

I have a thoufand thanks to give your esctU 
lency, on Mr. Cook's account. , I am greatly de- 
lighted. Sir, that you have done him fuchancC-' 
fential fervice. He is a worthy polite gentletllto, 
and I can fay that I never knew fo many good qua* 
Kties in a merchant. I have the honour to be, &r. 

s, 

LETTER XXXI. 



^ ■* 



To the Same. 
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SIR, ConJiarUinopJe^ jfune 49 J Ji2m 

ABOUT eight days ago I was infomoed by 
a letter from Mr. Cook at Hambuig, that 
jry valet de Chambre had arrived there on the 
loth of April. I am alfo told from Vienna^ thac 
he was expedled to return thither before the end 
cf Aprils fo that acccxrding to oiy liakulation he 

ought 



Qi^ht already to h^ve bqen ^ack.h^, unlc/i you 
have thought proper to make hiip wait for fome 
apfwer to the news from this place^ which howe- 
ver fince that time, hav^ greatly altered their ap- 
pearance by the peac? that has been coi^cluded. 
In the mejan tinae, I have received two 9f your Ifct- 
tcrs of the ^Qih of Qftober, a/idth? i^ch'of No- 
vember of laft ye^r. This packet had bern giye^ii 
to Mr. Rqkrnb by th? Si^cretary of IVIorhof, and 
afterwards has been fent to me thither from Ber^- 
der in the packet of t^c Secre,taries pffice to M^, 
Funk, by a C^pis^i Balhaw, ^^ho. by order of the 
Grand Vifir deniicd that he received any letters at 
lender, io that I could not get all t^e letters tb^c 
were brought for me, without much intrigue. 
fi>me ^xpeoces, ^nd th^ affiftancf pf the German 
Refident. I was extremely glad to get them put 
of dae haods of the Turks, as they would" not 
only have run a rUk pf falling into tjie hands of 
tlie Mufcovite boftages, but alfo as they will be of 

yogrrgrcM fervicc to me. -We (hall hear news 

by ^hfe firft poft from Bender, whether the |Cinj 
fit^jo^t fQon.or not, as we ^re already informed 
the arrival of Chiaous Bafhaw, with the letters of the 
pranfi Signior and Grand Vifir to the King. And 
as he is to concert with his Majefty all the neceflary 
mcafure^ for the paflage through Roland, we (hall 
diredlly know what we are to expeft on that point. 
King Augudus bein^ ^g^ii^ acknowleged by t\^ 
Diet, is not very favourable to this defign ; for 
there is not the leaft probability that the Porte wiJI 
begin a new war out of regard to the. King" of 
Swedes; efpecially as the prefent'Grafi^ Vi(ir is 
not a good Swede, fo that I ^u\ afraid the King 
will quit the country but with Iittl.e fttipf/|ftion. 
SThe whole depends upon fom^gpod fuccefsln Bo- 
merania, and the entry of th/s %eckis fnto ^pl^d. 
Of a peace with Ikn^parki witfxpii^t i^!^^^) ^^<t 



Swedifh affairs appear to mc in a very bad fituation. 
I believe, before I fet out, which will be immedi- 
ately after the vnval of cay ft]fvant> I ihall be able 
to fay fomething pofitive as to the departure of his 
Majefty, a$ aU dfiPCJnds vipOP his anfwer to the \f^ 
ters of the Grand Signiorand Grand Vifir, and 
to the propofitioqs of the C^iaous Balhaw. The . 
Mufcovites, among whoni- Mr. Schafirow palles 
fyr a man Qf pai-ts, do not (ail to thwart as much 
as poffible tbie paffeg@ of the King, and as mopej^ 
is all powerful in tbia country, they have foftfe ad* 
vantage over the Swedes, which is alfo the cafe 
with the Grand Vifir, wlio -tis faid, is not very 
much in his maftcr^'s favour. He having tajccn 
foine unArage at the proceedings of General iPo-» 
niatowiki, to prevent his intrigues which he is ap- 
prehenfive of, he will not allow him to live any 
longer with me at the Canal,^ pr ufe any more the 
Tuukiib drefs. I -'am, ^c.^ 

P. S, Your Excellency will find the artiBes of 
ih^ peace joiH^d to my narrative. A courier ar- 
nv^d fj;>om Bender, relates that the.Chiaous Ba-^ 
ftiaw w^s very well received fay the King, and 
Feceived from him a prefent of a line fable 
fur, with a borfe richly caparifoncd. His Ma* 
jefty is rc^dy to depart, and demands of the 
'^Fofte,(i')*' 1,200 piirfes of money, each purfc 
500 crowns. (2). An efcort fufficient for his 
marching with fafety. (3). ^ or 500 horfes for 
the ffqmpagcs of his officers, (4). 200 waggon? 
for the baggage, 

A great divan is held to-day upon thcfc demands, 
and if they are granted, his Majcfty will very fooa 
|)e able tp fet o^^ 
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LETTER XXXII. 

To Us Serene Higbnefs the Duke Admnifirator. 

S I R» ConfiaHiinople^ June ^j ijit. 

IN the expeftation of the orders of your Serene 
Highnefs, which I have been looking for eve- 
ry day by my valet de Chambre» difpatched hence 
about three months ago* and of whom I have 
heard no other news, but that he had reached 
Hamburg on the loth of April, and was pro* 
ceeding to Gottorp, I would not neglefl the op- 
portunity of a courier fent by Mr. Thalman, the 
Emperor's Envoy to Peterwaradin, to inform your 
Serene Highnefs that Hnce the peace lately con« 
eluded between the Ottoman Porte and the Czar, 
and fince the departure of the Chiaous Bafhaw, 
with the letters of the Emperor and Grand Vifir.to 
his Swedifli Majefty, nothing remarkable has hap- 
pened in this country. Every thing now depends 
upon the anfwer and reibiution of the King, as to 
propofais of the Chiaous BaOiaw, which we at pre- 
tent expe£t with impatience. In the mean time, 
the greatefl part of the troops in Europe have al- 
ready received orders to march towards Pender, 
and the Cham of the Tartars has even fent a perfon 
to Poland to acquaint that republic with the refo-. 
lution of the Grand Signior, to caufe the King of 
Sweden to be efcorted by an army of Turks and 
Tartars thro' Poland to Pomerania, demanding ^ 
pafiage for that purpofe, and promifing to obfervc 
good difcipnne, and to pay for every thing with 
ready money. We fliall fee whether the Republic, 
after having quite recently acknowlcgcd King Au- 
guftus in a general diet will grant the demand, 

and 
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and whether the Porte in cafe of a refufal, will de- 
clare war againft it : alfo whether his Majefty then 
wiU choofe his route thro* Germany, or. what other 
road he will tkke, all which appears ftill pfoble- 
matical and uncertain, fo that the departure of his 
Majefty feems yet to meet with new delays. How- 
ever, nothing pofitive can be affirmed on this fub-* 
jeft, before the return of. the King's anfwcr on ono 
fide, and that of the Republic on the other. Ji| 
the mean time, it is certain. that the 600,000 crowns 
will not be granted or payed before the dep^irture 
of his Majefty be abfolutely fixed, from the Grand 
Vifir's apprehcnfion left the fum ihould be cm- 
ployed in forming dangerous intrigues againft the 
new Miniftry, which is wholly inclined to peace, 
and as general Poniatowfki is well known here, 
and has even feveral good friends in the feraglio of 
the Emperor, he is underhand obferved very nar- 
rowly, efpecially as the Mufcovite hoftages do noc 
fail every day. to give out a thoufand things about 
him, to augment the fufpicions of the Grand Vifir. 
The £ngli(h Ambaftador who has this nu)ment 
left nie, has given me the annexed copy of the treaty 
of the peace between the Portland the Czar. The 
firft article, which regards the evacuation of Poland 
by the Mufcovite troops, is conceived in fuch vague 
terms, .that we xan. hardly de^rmine whether. the 
invaQon of Pomerania by the fame troops is for or 
againft t^e article* The latter cafei however, ap- 
pears nooft probable, bccaufctheGrapd Vifir him- 
felf, and ajfo the Mufcovite hoftages . pretend to 
know nothing of this invafion, and treat it as a 
falfe report. . His ^ Swedifti Majefty is not pieced 
that the Engliih ^od Dutch Anibaftadors i^terr- 
fered with this .peace without the orders of their 
mafters, altho' they pretend that they could noc 
refufe fo to do, in compliance with the prcfling en- 
treaties, of the Grand Yifir^ . . 



• A courier difpatdhcd -from Bender by Ifma fta- 
ihaw, and who arrived here two days ago fays* 
that the Chiabus BafhaW had been well received 
by his ^ajefty, who made him a prcfent of 
a fiitc ftble fur and a horfe ridhly capari^ 
foned; that the King appeared wholly inclined 
to leave Bender as foon as poflible) if they 
would give him 1,266 purfes, a fufficient efcort 
tliro*lPoland to Tomerania; 4 or 500 horfes for 
the equipagds of hts officers, ^nd 400 waggons 
for 'his baggage. The day after' thas arrival cf thh 
couHer, orders were forthwith ifiiled to all the 
troops in Romelia'to haften their march towards 
Bender. A great diVan was'thfch held, and 1?^, 
flratl fo6n fee whether the abovementioned articles 
tirill be granted, cfpecially the'lftrft. The Grtnd 
Signior^s letter ta the Ring is conceited in very 
obliging terms *. His Highnefs therein makes 
fokhte^xcufesin refpeft to'thc peace concluded with 
the Cizt: He proiinfts ttobps *anB money to the 
King, and acquaints hiAi tliat he-'has given orders 
to the Han of ' the TarMs -arid to Ifmael Bafhaw 
6f Bender, to concert alPthenecefiary meafdres 
with his iVfajcfty fbr the jodriicy, tod parti- 
culi'rly to ' take fuch, th^t *Hey may ' crofs -^Po- 
land without rilking a 'w^r With that RepubKc. 
When - his Majefty 's 'anfWer ^arri^cs, 1 'ihail 'endea- 
vour to get a copy of it to coriittiunicate it to ybtrr 
Serene Highnefs. All mfy letters from Bender, 
proYnife me a happy difpitch' up6n triy rfetufn. I 
have the honeuf to be,' ^th profodnd rfelj^ea, G?r. 

s 

♦•ft^iaybcfcteirin ^helb, pi '6r ; 4>iitiii the tcthu it b 
iher^ <eiii§MM» iv is any i^'lAit bUfigilig. 
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ATrtdtf-rf Tehee ttfticlUM between the Porte and 

the Ciar of Mufcovy *. 

The futiJcd of this treaty of peace i^, thit 
^peace Having bedn concluded between the fublinte 
Porte and the Czar of Mufcovy, on the fron* 
tiers of Moldavia, on the 6th of the moon of G^- 
maziet-Akhir, the year of theHegira 1123. ' The 
conditibnis of the treaty 'nientioned, that the foi?- 
irefs of Azalc with all its dependencies, fhoUld be 
reftored to the Sublime Porte, in the fan>e condi- 
stionlt was in When taken, and that Taigah (bouKl 
be entirely denidliflied, but the reftitution of A2ak, 
"and the demdlition of Tiiigan being deferred by 
fome accidents, and fonie other articles alfo n6t 
having been cxfccuted on the part of the Czar, 
'the Force had judged it neccffary to rtneW the 
war this yeaf, in order to caufe the conditions bf 
the treaty of peace to be obferved. Then the 
gfdit toiohg thofe of the religion of the MelTiah, 
Baron Peter ShaBrdf, and General Mitchel, foti of 
tW good fon of the fon of Ghcremet (may their 
end be happy) plenipotentiaries of the Czar, and 
who had b^n given on 'his part ashoftages till the 
treaty Ihould be compleatly executed, had recourfe 
to the gr^at aihong thofe of the religion of the 
Mefliah, Sir Robert Sutton and Jatiies Collyer 
(may God af^^ays direft them in the fiath of truths 
Ambaflad6rs- of England and the States genei^l. 
Who with the pcrtniffion of the Sublime Porte be- 
came mediators, and entreated to eftablifh anew, 
'a 'firm ^tt^ ^by rcmbviifg the bbftatles ^Abo^e- 
• mbntioncd . While ' the * corifcfenccs Were held by 

* Thid*^fe^ m&y ' be tband in the Memoirs of lit. 'f heilf , 
^ bnt in an ornate stnd elegant ftile. We haire given it here as 
it was tranflated word for word frojtn the original. Turkiih, 
which perhaps will be ioiore agreeable to oar reaaers/' 
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tiie tnediation of the Ambafladors, news arrivied 
that the Czar had reftored the forcrefs of Azak 
agreeable to the treaty, and that Taigan had been 
razed. Thus, by the faime mediation and agreea-^^ 
ble attention of the Ambafladors, the conditions 
neceflary for e(l:abli(hing a firm peace, have been 
regulated in this treaty in feven articles, in the 
manner which follows. 

r Article I. The Czar will withdraw his troops 
that he has in Poland on this fide, 30 days after 
the date of the prefent treaty, and as ic is neceflary 
that he flbiould give his orders to withdraw his 
other troops that are in Poland on the other fid<^ 
we have granted him the term of three months. 
There fliall not a finglc perfon of the Czar*s army 
remain in Poland, and that Prince fliall not leave 
any of his troops there under pretence that they 
are no longer in his pay, and that they no longer 
belong to him. To conclude, within three months^ 
he fliall withdraw all his troops from Poland, 
ihall not intermeddle in the Polifli affairs, ihall not 
in time coming, under any pretext whatever, (end 
his troops to the kingdom of Poland, and fliall ab- 
iblutely abandon it. Neverthelefs, if the King of 
Sweden or his army enter the kingdom of Poland, 
and excite theToIes againfl the Czar, and the King 
of Sweden fliould make an alliance with the Poles^ 
when their deflgns are once apparent, the Mufco- 
vite troops (hall be allowed to enter Poland, and 
commit afts of hoftility againft their enemies^ 
without the Porte's being alple to allege it as an in-^ 
fra^ion of this treaty. And if upon the account a- 
boveipentioQed, the King of Sweden and the Czar of 
Mufcovy fhould make war on each other after th|s 
war, arid after the King of Sweden fliall have left 
Poland, the Czar of Mufcovy fhall not remain in 
Poland, but fliall go out of it with all his arm^, 
and likewife fliall not leave there any troops. 

Art* 



Art. II. The Porte (hall conduft the King of: 
Sv?cden at what time, and by what thvilt itHdSk^^^^ 
arid fhall neither 'be obliged to determine" the time 
nrft the route, and if the Portte condudl him to 
Mufcovy, no aft of hoftih'ty (hall be committed ' 
till he arrive in his own dominions, neither by him ' 
nor his troops, nor by the efcort which (hall ac- 
company him, either direftly or indireftly, and 
aifo while the King of Sweden is on his march, no 
injury Ihall be done to him till he arrive in his own 
dominions, either direftly or indireftly, to that/ 
Prince or to his troops, or to the efcort wh'ch'the 
Porte fhall give him; by the Czar of Mufcovy^ 
by.'the Mufcovites, or by thofe who depend upon' 
that Prince, fo that the King of Sweden (hall pa(» ■"' 
in full fecurity. And after the King of Sweden is ^ 
arrived in his dominions, no hurt (hall be done ei- 
ther' diraftly or indireftly, by the Mufcovites, or ' 
thftfe who depend on the ' Mufcovites, to the Ol-* 
toman troops when they are returning in fecurity. 

"^Art. IIL The fortrefs of Kiovia which is beyond \ 
theBorifthenes, the Palancks, and the territories' de- 
pending on them, and the CoflTacks and their country 
beyond the fame river being in the poflTcflion of the 
Czar of Mufcovy, (hall ftill remain in the po(reflionof ' 
that Prince according to their antient limits; and 
the Czar of Mufcovy Ihall entirely give up his 
claim to the CoflTacks on this fide the Borifthenes, 
the land fortreflfes, and the Palancks, according to 
their anticnt limits, excepting Kiovia artd the lands 
and palancks that depehd upon* it.' The Czar of 
Mufcovy (hall alfo quit his claim to the ifland cal- 
led Sitz, which is in the Borifthenes on this fide of ' 
, the River. The Co(rack nation that remains on 
the^tide of the Czar, (hall not do arty hurt -or da- ^ 
mage, diredly or indireftly contrary to this treaty 
of Peace, on the fide of Crim, nor to the other 
countries and fubjefts depending upon this Eminre; 
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and if that nation dpes any aftion contrary to the 
treaty of peace, the Czar (hall c^iufe them to bi^ 
puniOied, and (hall hinder thofe fort of diforders* 
without ufing the pretext that they are CofTack^ 
and not Mufcovites. And alfo the Coflacks ^n;| 
Tartars on the (ide of the Porte, (hall not do any 
damage to the Mufcpvii^s or Coffacks fubje<% tQ 
the C^ar, and if they (hail do my thing contrary 
to this treaty of peace, the Porte (Hall caule th$in 
to he punilbed. 

Art. IV. As the fortrefs of Azak is the head qi 
the Frontier belonging to the Porte, and that of 
Tzcrkerkirman (formerly called Circajii) is the heacj 
of the Frontier of Mufcovy, to avoid all caqfc of 
a rupture, neither party (hall btuld any fortrefs be* 
iween thofe two places, and four months after the 
conclufion of this treaty, and at the tiipe wbeii 
Azak (hall be reftored and Zaigan den[)oli(hed, 
the fortre0es and other fortifications which have 
been lately built between Tzerkerkirman and A^ak, 
and upon the territories of Tzerkerkirman (hall be 
razed. Neverth^Iefs, while A^ak was in pplftifioa 
of tKc Cwr of Mufcovy, that Prince having built 
m fortrefs oppofite to Azak On the other fide of the 
Tanais, and having razed it when Azak was de^ 
Jivered to the Porte, the Porte may byiJd, if it 
pleafes, a fortrefs in place of that which was razed, 
f fpecially as there is nothing between the ruins of 
that fcMtrefs and Azak, but the river Tanais, and 
as that place depends upon Azak. 

Art. V. In the former treaty of peace, it was 
ftipulated that Azak with all its dependencies, 
Ihould be reftored to the PoFte in the fame ftate it 
was in when taken. Now when that place was 
taken by the Czar, there were in it 60 pieces of 
Brafs cannon, and as they had only left iron canno« 
in room of the others when they lately reftored it 
to the Porte, the Czar (hall uie his i|toK>ft endear 

vours 
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vouns tp find thQ^^ ^P pieces of brafs cannon te fc- 
jttoric thcoi to the , Pprt«, Thofc which (h^ll be 
IPMnd (bail be delivered ro the Forte without dif- 
fiCMlty* and the price pf (he cannops (bat cannot 
be found (h^il b^pgjdto the Porte, and, as has 
beisn faid, after the fatne brafa cannons have been 
delivered to the Porte or their price paid, the iron 
cannops which were in the place Iball be delivered 

to the C?ar. 

Art. VI. In tbe fame treaty pf peace concluded on 
the frontiers of Moldavia, it having been ftipulated 
that the Czar (hould immediately after raze Ka- 
mienka and the new fortrefs on the Sarmara, and 
that neither party (hould for the future build for- 
trefles in tho& places, agreably to this article, 
neither party (hall build fortrefles in thofe places. 

Art. VII. The continuance of this prcfent treaty 
has been determined to 25 years fucccflivcly fol- 
lowing, to begin from the d^y of the date of the 
prefent treaty, and the articles Ihall be carefully 
obferved on both fides during that time; and if 
before the term be expired there* is a defire to pro- 
long the peace, it may be done with the confent 
of the parties. After the Czar fbatl be informed 
of the treaty of peace, he (hall fend an Ambafla- 
dor to . the Porte with his ratification, and to re- 
ceive the capitulations; and if befides the articles 
contained in this treaty, the parties want to inferc 
others ufeful to both parties, an agreement on theie 
heads may be made with the Ambafiador that Ihall 
be fent by the Czar to conclude the treaty, and to 
prefervc a good intelligence and good corref^on- 
dence; and if at that time neither parties ihall add 
i)cw articles, the prefent treaty (hall be received 
^nd ratified by the Porte. To the Plenipotentia- 
ries and hoftages abovementioned, in virtue of their 
full power, agreeing to and accepting of, on the 
part of the Czar the abovementioned conditions, 
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contained in the above feven articles (hall be de^ 
livered by the intervention and evidence of the 
Ambaflador-Mediators above named, a like tre^« 
ty, which is ftriftly to be obferved, written in the 
RufHan language and tranflated into Italian* A nd 
we in virtue of our abfolute power as Minifter, 
have (igned and fealed this treaty which is alfo to 
be obferved, and we bave delivered it to the laid 
Plenipotentiaries and Hoftages. Written on the 
1 0th of the Mo6n of Rebicove 1124^ which an- 
fwers to the 16th of April, 1712* 

(L. SO J U S S U F. 

LETTER XXXIII. 

f • -v 

To Baron Goertz. 

S 1 k, Conftantinople^ July 2, 1712. 

FO R thefe five or fix days fincc the happy re- 
turn of my valet de Chambre, as I have been 
on the point of returning to Bender, there to 
endeavour to receive my difpatchcs, I fhall 
from thence fend a full anfwer to the two letters 
which you did me the honour to write to me^ 
and alfo to the refcript of his Serene Highnefs* 
I ihall at prefent content <nyfelf with telling yoii 
by the courier who fets out this moment for Pe- 
lerwaradin, that the anfwer of his Swediih Ma-, 
jefty to the Grand Signior*s letter is at length ar- 
rived, and he exprefsly orders his Envoy Mr* Funk, 
to demand a public audience of the Grand Signior, 
to deliver it into his own hands. As it is a thing 
quite unheard of that a Minifter (hould ever have 
two audiences^ and as even an audience of leave 

is 
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k -neVer granted to any Ambafladori the Grand 
Vifir, who is piqued that the King has fent no an- 
iwer to his letter, has greatly oppofed the King's 
defire, efpecially as both by law and cuftom the 
praftice is confirmed of giving all letters for the 
Grand Signior into the hands of the Grand Vifir, 
who even receives alfo a copy of the contents. 
The Envoy, however, infilling upon ^ his orders, 
and declaring alfo that the letter was fealed, and 
that he did not know what it contained, the Grand. 
Vifir after fome difputes was obliged to call the 
Reis Effendi, to give a Talcbis or an account of it 
to the Grand Signior, upon which next day the au- 
dience was granted for Tuefday morning, to the 
aftoniftiment of every one here. As it is one of 
the moll curious things to be feen in this Ernpire, 
and as a perfon on this occafion has accefs to pla- 
ces where no chriftian at any other time dare enter. 
General Poniatowfki and I have refolved t6 go in- 
cognito ampng the retinue of the Envoy, as is 
cuftomary on the like occafions. Imniediately af- 
ter the atJdienCiB, J will go on board a (cnall boat 
of 12 oars to join my equipage at Silicori, a port 
of the Black Sea about 12 leagues from hence. 
The King will be very glad that I fliould fee the 
audience, to give him an account of all that, pafles. 
tic defired Mr. Mtillern by a letter received aboiit 
i 5 days ago; to beg of me to watch a little the 
proceedings of General Goltz the Envoy of King 
Auguftps, ^nd to endeavour to difcover his views 
and his intrigues at the Porte. This Mr. poltz 
has declared at two vifits that he made to the En- 
glilh Ambaflador, the great defire his matter has 
to conclude a peace, even exclufive of his allies, 
and of this I will make fome mention upon my 
return to Bender. The Englifh Ambaflador alio 
charges me. to make his peace with the King on 
giccount of the mediation, but this I believe wjlj 
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be a little difficult. The King has h6t ytt g8t k 
farthing of money from the Porte, altho* we art 
aflured that 300,000 crov^ns have been fcht td 
Bender, and that as rtuch ^111 ht paid here. I 
make no doubt upon my return to Bender, 6f Ob- 
taining a pofitivc order a3 to my departure. 1 fi-^ 
nifli, with aflbrlnfe yOu, that nOttc can be mbr6 
than I) (^c. 

LETTER XXXIV. 

To Count Re^enilau at Vienna. 

SIR, ConJlantinopU^ Jufy 10, 1712. 

MY valet de Chambre did not arrive here be- 
fore the end olF laft month, on account o£ 
the overflowing of the Danube. I am infinitely 
obliged to you for the care you took of him, an4 
will thank you. Sir, on every occafioq^ and the 
Countefs alfo, for the fine cloaths (he has fent us. 
Every one fays they arc magnificent and in a fin^ 
taftci and they are come To much the more fea- 
fonably, as they will ferve us at an audkrtce of the 
Grand Signioi". I will tell you on what account* 
The King of Sweden haying at length fent an an- 
fwer^to the Grand Signior*s letter, ordered his En- 
voy to deliver the letter, at a public audience. Ai 
this is a thing almott unheard of after thfe firfl: au-^ 
dience, and the Grand Vifir being alfo piqtied that 
the King had not wrote to him, he wanted tohindei: 
the granting of an audience under pretence of thi 
law and cuftoms, according to which all letters fdr 
the Grand Signior fhould not only be delivered to 
khe Grand Vifir, but alfo the copy pf the contents^ 
given to him. But Mr. Funk having infilled upon 
bis orders, and that as t!ie letter was fealed, he did 
'- ""'' " • ' " ■ • not 
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not know its contints, the Grand Vifir was obliged 
to refer the whole af&ir to the Grand Signipr, who 
to the aftonifhment of all the world, granted the 
audience for Tuefday morning, Mr. Poniitowfki 
and I have refolved to go to the audience among 
the retinue oJF the Envoy, and immediately after ' 
I (hall fet out for Bender. I (hall, to the utmoft 
of my power, fulfil all the commiflioris which you 
have fent me by my valet dc Chambre. The 
young Negro will be the greateft difficulty, t 
have one of 1 3 years of age at the fervice of tht 
Countefs. Be fo good. Sir, as to fend my letter* 
for the future direftly thro* Hungary for JBendcr^ 
and be perfuaded that I am, &r. 

P. S. of the 11 tb of July. The audience has 
been happily given this morning. The Grand 
Signior never appeared fo pleafant and gay at any 
dudi^nce, which givesi us good hopes. Th6 Grand 
Vifir is not a little difturbed. I beg you would 
write this to court, as I have hot time to do fo. 

LETTER XXXV. 

i'o his Sereni Higbnefs the Duke Adminijirator, 

SIR, Bender^ Augujl 3, 17 12. 

I Would not fell to take thfc opportunity of the 
poft newly eflablifhed between Cronftadt (th 
tatpital of Tranfihania) and this place, moft humbly 
toinforrh your Serene Highhefs, that I retui^ned 
from Conftantinople about eight days ago, having 
found his Majefty in perfed health, gay, and in 
the moft aftonifhingeafinefs of mind. He received . 
me in the moft gracious manner, and feemed very 

I 4 well 



[ I20 1 

well pleafed with myftayat Conftantinople. : 7 i . 
At prefenc I have great rcafoo to flatter myfelf with 
quick and good difpatches; however I will not 
urge them till about four or 6ve weeks hence, to 
fee 6r(t whether his Majefty will pafs the vintcr 
here, or will Hill fet out this year. The audience 
which the Emperor gave to Mr. Funk fucccedcd 
very happily. That Prince appeared to us more 
gracious and more chearfbi, than as they told us he 
ordinarily is on thofe occafions. He kept the 
King's letter for feme days together without ihew- 
ing it to the Grand ViCr. There is, however, no- 
thing pofitive determined upon this letter, altho' 
his Majefty has there reprefented fully to his High- 
nefs, in what manner they bad negUStd bis inter^ 
in the late' peace, how little ibej ought to d^end upon 
the word of the MufcoviteSy Jince nolivithfianding the 
firfi article, they had marched with an army quite 
lately thro' "Poland into Pemerania, that it wai tberC' 
fereimpeffihle to crofs that kingdom with a fmall ef- 
" cortt and laftty-> that bis Majefly entirely relied upeif 
the word of the Emperor fo often given, and repeated 
but lately by the Chiaeas Bajbaw, both in refpe^ to 
the efcort and in refpeSi to the mosfj'. 

In thfemeai} time,, the Grand Vifir has lately de- 
clared in a private audience granted to the Swedifh 
Envoy, that his Highnefs will pay all the King's 
debrs, but that oiherwife he will only give hirri 
100,000 crowns ready money and an efcort of 
10,000 rhen. Nevcrthelefs we flatter ourfelves 
greatly with a new depofition of the Grand Vilir, 
efpecially as the Aga who was difpatched fomC 
time ago to Poland, returned a few days ago with 
the anfwer of Siniafifki, Grand General of the 
crown, which confifts of the fubftance of whatlhc 
Republic is to give in anfwer to the propofitions of 
the Porte by an eiitraordinary Ambaflador, whom 
fhe defigned to fend for that purgofe to Conftanti- 
noplc. 



[ 121 ] 

BOpte, namely, that tbo^ the Republic did not pre* 
tend tv o^ofe that paffagej there was however fo 
great a number of Mufcovite troops in Poland and 
PomeraniUy that it would be impojjible to march thro^ 
the Kingdom without a conjiderable army. With this 
anfwery that forebodes no good to the Grand 
Vifir, the Aga has been difpatched to Conftantino- 
pie two days ago by Ifmael Bafhaw of Bender^ and 
as we fuppofe, the Emperor feeing by this account 
that his Grand Vifir has fufFered himfelf to be led 
by the nofe by the Mufcovites, and that the paf- 
fage thro' Poland will not be fo eafy as they have 
made him believe, we therefore flatter ourfelves 
greatly with a happy revolution. 

I likewife would not fail to-day of moft humbly 
anfwering the refcript of your Serene Highnefs of 
jthe 23d of April, that his Majefty is pleafed with 
my flay at Conftantinople, efpecially when I men- 
tioned to him foRie propofitions from Mr. Goltz, 
the Envoy of King Auguftus, which would not be 
prejudicial to his Majefty's interefts in the prcfent 
conjunAures, as I fhall have the honour to ex- 
plain to your Serene Highnefs at my return to 
Holftein. .... I hope therefore foon to 
receive good difpatches from his Majefty, which I 
expert with fo much the more impatience, as I 
have a great defire to declare to your Serene High- 
nefs by word of mouth, how much I have the bo- 
pour to be, fc?^. 
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LETTER XXXVi. 

To Baron Goeriz. 

SIR, Bender^ ^g^fi $$ 1712^ 

TH E audience which I had of the Gr^nd Sig- 
nior with Mr. Funk, a few days btfote niy 
departure from Conftantinopic, would not permit 
me fully to anfwer the two letters of the 2 3d of 
March, and 23d of April, which you did nie thfe 
honour to write to me by my valet de Chambrc, as 
I fliall now do here direftly after my return. Thk 
your Excellcney will know by a fm^ll billet I wtotc 
to Count Reventlau a few hours after my arrival. 
. . . . . Mr. Goltz, Envoy of King Au^ 
guftus at the Porte, caufed me at Conftantinoplfc 
means of the Englilh Ahibaflador, to make 
ibmelovertures of peace with the Ktng^ of Sweden, 
which I hope will ndt be entirely rejeaed. I like^- 
wife afl as mediatot ^between this court and Mr, 
Cook, to engage him tcTpity all ^the King*s credi- 
tors inTurky, upon haVing a bond payable tw6 
or three years hence. By this I make my^coutt 
greatly to his Majcfty, whofe confidence I have th4 
honour to gain every day more and more. . . . . 
According to the account we have received from 
the young Count Tarlo, who has lately arrived 
here fromlSweden, there is little hopes of a tranf- 
porcation of troops this year. In this cafe I fear 
greatly for Pomeraina, unlefs England, after her 
peace with France, do riot offer her good offices to 
put an end to the war in the North. I have reafon 
to believe that they woufd accept of them with 

pleafureontheprefentconjundurcs 

Mr. Grothufen, who grows more into favour every 
dayi is at prefent Hafmadary that is to fay treafurer 

to 
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to the King. 'Tis a miracle how he ftill finds al- 
ways money to borrow, altho' at very high intereft. 
I conftantly ffccOmixjefld to you a ^cdce with Den- 
mark. It would be the mod eflential fervice chat 
could be done to his Majefty. You fee. Sir, by 
my prefent narrative, in what date affairs are here. 
If the Grand Vifir is not depofed after the arrival 
of the Aga at Conftantinople, who is come from . 
Poland, and by whofe account the Grand Signior 
will fee, that the Mufcovites are ftill in Polahd and 
te Pomerdhia, and confcquently that the paffage of 
the ^ing is impoflible, unlefs* they grant a very 
numerous efcort ; thfere is theti no great appear- 
ance of the King's affairs fucceeding well. The 
btily favourable circumftance is that the Han of the 
I'Artars and Ifmael Bafliaw of finder, are both 
heartily in the ititerfefts of his Majefty, According 
to all appearance the King will pafs the winter here 
yet, and he will not perhaps fet out before his ar- 
lily enter Poland, or before the peace be made,' 
ilnlefs the war be again rfeneWed between the Porte 
and the Czar, which is not impoflible if the Grand 
yifir be depofed, which we are the tirore inclined 
to hope, as 'us certairt that he is riot beloved by 
the Grand Sigttlor, and that he was only made 
froiti neceffity. So much, Sit-, for ouf principal 
news htre, and ^very thing elfe that I have thought 
nettffity to acquaint you with at this time. As 
there is now a regular poft betwcerl this* place and 
yietina, thrd* Moldavia, TranfylVania and Hun- 
gdry^ 1'ftiall have the' honour to affure you more 
regularly with how much zeal and attachment I 

am, 0c. • 

At ■■•-.' , . lit 
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LETTER XXXVn. 

^0 bis Serene Higbnefs tbe Duke Mmimfirater* 

SIR, Bender^ Auguft 25, 1712. 

A F F A I R S here are ftill in the fame crifis in 
£\ which they were wheh I fent you my laft: 
humble narrative of the 3d of this pionth. There 
is not any thing new, excepting the memorial that 
his Majefty has fince caufed to be put into the Em- 
peror's own hands againft the Grand Vifir, to com- 
plain of him, that he has fuffered himfelf to be 
ftupidly deceived, or rather that he has fuffered 
bimfelf to be bribed by the Mufcovitcs, who in- 
ftead of evacuating Poland quietly, continue there 
with a great number of troops, contrary to the 
cxprefs tenof of the ift article of the treaty. We 
ihall (ee what effed this memorial will have. In 
the mean time, we look upon it as a good fign that 
the Emperor has not yet communicated thi^ me- 
morial to the Grand Vifir, as we are pofitively af- 
fured by all our letters from Conftantinopie. Mean- 
while, a Salohor (who is a kind of groom) arrived 
here yeftcrday, with an hatfcherif or letter of the 
Emperor to the Cham of the Tartars, who j$ cn- 
oamped within two leagues of this place. • we do 
not exaftly know what it contains. We conjefture 
only, that it will be a new order to him to fend 
fonle perfon to the Republic of Poland^ to inalce 
a fecond demand of a paflage fpr his Swedifh Ma- 
jefty, who in all probability will pafs the winter 
here, unlefs his army, after receiving the fuccours 
by fea, find means of penetrating into Poland « 
Then the worft will be, that money becoming 
fcarccr here every day, may at length f^il entirely, 

and 
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and *tis altnoft a miracle how Colonel Grothufen^ 
could have fouod means of negotiating fcveral 
tons of gold for the fervice of his Majefty.. I have 
the honour to bc> ^'c. 

P. S. of the I pb^f September. His Majefty has 
given orders to the Adjutant General Stcn Arwid- 
fon, and to the Secretary Klinkowftrom, to accom- 
pany the Salohor abovcmentioned to Poland, both 
of them difguifed like Turks, the firft to fcrve 
him as interpreter, and the fccond to treat of 
bufinefs. They all fet out together from hence a 
few days iago, and immediately upon their return,^ 
we ftiail fee in what ftate affairs are here. Very few 
perfons If now of this, and ^tis generally believed 
here, that they are gone to Conftantinople. We 
now not only hope that the tranfports will be 
already arrived ar Pomeraoia; but we alfo flattet 
ourfelves that the Queen of Er^land will fend a 
fquadron. into the Sound. This morning Brigadier 
Eofander (a Swede and a great architeSi) in the Ser- 
vice 9f, his Pruffian Majefty, is arrived herewith 
Mr. Brunei, Secretary of the Swedifli Embafly at 
Berlin, to prbpofe, as far as I can learn, an alliance 
with the King. ^ I will fpare no pains to know the 
particulars of it, in order to give your Serene 
Highnefs an account of it. 



LETTER XXXVIII. 

To Baron Goehin, 

S I R,' ■ Bender^ Augujt 2^ -^^ Se:pt. 5, 1712^ 

Have received by an cxprefs, the^ refcript of His 
^ Serene Highnefs of the 6th of June, . . . . 
Inform m6, 1 beg of you, of the true'circumftan- 

ces 
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««8 of die p4rty which our troops have t$km in 
following the Duke of Qrmond» with which his 
Majesty has been fq mwh the better p)eaftd» as 
the peace between France ai\d England makes the 
King hope for good offices from the Queen. Here 
they make no doubt but the tranfports will be ac 
length arrived by this Ume» after the letters we 
have received frono Count Stenbok at Carlefcroon^ 
that he was infallibly to embark, and King Stanif- 
]aus likewife.on the 2zd of July. This tranfpoF- 
tatiqn will updoMbtedly change the face of affairs. 

Here affaurs are always ia the 

fame Ccviatipn. A thundering memorial has been 
prefenced againil the Grand Vifir, but we do not 
'ye( know what effed it has had. They are thinl;- 
ing of fending again to Poland to demand a paf- 
fage, and to caufe the Mufcovites to evacuate that 
country. The King in all probability will pafs the 
winter here. 1 hope foon to arrive in Holftein, and 
aifure you by word of moutht how much I am, &fr. 

p. S. Septimker 17. Brigadier Eo&nder arrived 
this morning from Berlin, plainly to propoie 
fome alliances, the particulars of which I will enr 
deavour to difcovert and wHl inform you of them 
as foon as I c^^n. 

*■• •«• •B" .iCT .B» •■' *r Is* •■' V* iW^ f*' 1" •ff •■^ 'nt' •■ 

LETTER XXXIX. 

^0 Count RevenlUu. 

S I R, Bender^ September %^ 1712. 

I RECEIVED by Mr. Kempen the packet 
which your excellency fcnt me, with your letter 
•f the 19th of July, as I mentioned if) h^fte in 

my 
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my lai);. iFic QMght now to have heen at VktiM 
near four weeks with the difp^tchfs of tHtt jcouit* 
I ihal^ not fail, after the departure of this po^, ta 
prefent a meniorial to hi& Majefty in virtue p£ the 
orders of his Serene Highnefs, and fuitable to my 
inftruftidns, in order to obt^n my difpatcbes. Bu£ 
this. Sir, needs not hinder you from fending all 
my letters to Cronftadt, with the lateft Gazettes^ 
itom whence General Faber or a Swedifh Captain, 
who reftdes there, will fend them hither to me ; 
for I am rldt yet certain when the King will giv« 
me my difpatcbes/ I am obliged to your excel-. 
Ipncy for the public news which you fcrid me, and 
I beg of Secretary Morhof, to fend me every poftv 
an extra(5l of the principal news of Europe, as the 
King is very curious to know. them. I doubc 
whether the news, that the troops of Holftein 
followed the Duke of Ormond, be fo agreeable aC 
Vienna, as they were here. The Kung feemed 
very well pleafed with that circumftancc. We awtj 
much furprifed here, that the imperial court woul4 
not grant a pafs to Colonel Urbanpwitz, who is in 
his Majefty's fervice. If your excellency could 
afliil him insetting one, I would not fail of r^cr^ 
fentirig your good nefs to the King, as I do on 
cnrery occafion. Mr. Grothufen, who is greatly in 
in his Majefty*s favour, Mr. Duben, and your, 
other friends fend their compliments to you. * Ti$ 
believed here, that after the defeat of the Earl of 
Albemarle at Denain, there will be no other aftipii 
of confequence, and that a general peace may fol- 
low this winter. This is wifhed for here, to give 
an opportunity to the guarantees of the peace of * 
Travendahl and Alt Ranftadt, to make good their 
Stipulations. I make no doubt. Sir, but the King 
IS accufed at the Imperial court of being in the 
pi;en<:h intereft, and of having fome engagement 
with France, efpecially, fincc Brigadier l^iervillc 

2 has 



[ laS ] 

has returned hither: but I can aflfure you, and 
you may depend upon it, that they wrong the 
King, and that there is not the fnulleft engage- 
ments, as I have opportunities to know all that 
Eafles, you may be certain of the truth of what I 
ave told you. 

As to affairs here, the Grand Signior is in 
great wrath againft the Mufcovites for not having 
left Poland, and againft the Grand Vifir for hav- 
ing fuffered himfelf to be duped ; they have again fent 
a folobor or groom to fee if they are ftill there. In 
that cafe the urand Vifir will pafs*his time but badly, 
and we will again fee great revolutions, efpecially, 
if the Swedifh tranfports arrive at Pomerania, as 
we have flattered ourfelves lince the arrival of fome 
pofts from Sweden, We no longer doubt but the 
Danes will invade the territory of Bremen. I be- 
lieve we fhall hear of it by the firft poft. I hope, 
though I am not quite certain, to be able to tell 
you by word of mouth in Odober at Vienna, how 
perfcdly I am, i^c. 

P. S. The King is at fuch variance with Ra- 
gozzi and Berezini, that he would never allow Mr. 
Muilern to hear the propofitions of one Papay^ 
whom Ragozzi fent icr^Conftantinople concerning 
a difcovery he made in the flars, that he fhould 
one day be prince of Tranfylvania, and fome- 
thing greater. But he has met with the fame re-' 
#eption there as here. 
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LETTER XL; 



Tff the Same. 

S I Rj Bender^ September 7, 171:44 

T H A V E fent back Mr. Kempen with the pre- 
. I fent difpatches, partly becaufe he not having 
found things anfwef here, has perfecuted me every 
day to dimiifs him, and partly becaufe *tis very 
rare that a pod is diipatched from hence, and as I 
have found it lieceffary to inform the court of ouf 
affairs, and of what pafles here. There i^ no fa- 
vourable alteration to be expefted in his Majefty'sl 
affairs, till the return of the Salohor^ who has been 
fent into Poland, to fee if thefe are any Mufcovitcs 
fiill there. If there are, *tis likely we may ye€ 
have war again accoi'ding to the letters that one oi 
my Janiffaries brought me this morning from Con- 
ftantinople. Mr. Kempen will tell you how ex* 
penfive, and how difagtceablc an abode we have 
here, lam, £s?r. 

P. S. This morning Mr. Eofander the King of 
Pruffia*s minifter arrived here, with the Swedifh 
fecretary, Brunei, from Berlin, according to aill 
appearance to propofe an alliance. \ 
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LETTER XLI. 

^0 Baron Goertz. 

SIR, Bender^ November i^ 171 2. 

AS it IS the cuftom here to keep the time of the 
fetting out of the poft a great myftery, I can 
only fend you this fhort letter under cover to Mr. 
Freifendorf (Swedijh Envoy) at Berlin. I beg your 
excellency will excufe me to his Serene Highnefs. 
I hope you have received my laft which wa^ pretty 
full. Affairs here are ftill on the fame footing, 
tliat IS, at Conftantinople, they wait for the retuth 
of the Saldhor, who has been in Poland to fee if 
there are aftually any Mufcovites there. He paf- 
ied thro' here a few days ago, and fays, that there 
are Ruffians there in feveral places, but that (Sini- 
afjki) Palatine of Belcz, pretends, to hatrt invited 
them thit;her. Secretary Klinkowftrom, and Ad- 
jutant-general Sten ArwidfoTn are returned with 
him^ and the lalt fets out this night fot Conftanti- 
nople ; Mr. Comentojofki, ambaffador ffotft the 
republic of Poland, has alfo pafled Within thefc 
few days to Jazzi, in his way to Conftantinople : but 
the party of the r€;pubiic here, which h cbtopofed 
of Prince WifnioWiflci, Count Sapieha Bobrowifki 
(between whom, however, there is a grcat'difpute 
about the office of grand general df Lithuania) 
and the Counts Tarlo and Cryfpin, General Po- 
niatowlki, and MeiSrs^ Grudrinflci Ubbanowitz^., 
Bobronifki, fc?^. this evening fcnt the young 
Count Cryfpin to Conftantipople to proteft againft 
the reception of that ambaffador. The news of 
the arrival of the tranfports, or at leaft a part of 
fB£m k the ifle of Rugfen, and the defeat of 

I the 



the ^ufbovites in the defctnt thit thijy a£^ 
tempted, a little revives the fpirits of the coutt 
|icre, wh6 on account of the want of money, aniJ 
the bad fuccefs, of their affairs at thd Porte, had 
almoft loft all hopesi We flatter ourfelves, that 
thefc news may again infpire the court of Den- 
mark with pacific indinations, which would ftill 
be very agreeable to his Majefty, There is but- 
little probability that Mr. Eojander, who is on the 
point of fetting out, will fucceed in his pfopofals^ 
A few weeks ago I prefented to Mr. MQllcrri my 
memorial in regard to my difpatches, but as they arc 
very bufy at prefent, I have as yet had no anfwer. 
I expedt it, however, without fail next week, and in 
that cafe I (hall have the honour to aflbre yoti 
by word of mouth that I am, &fr. 
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LETTER XLIL 

To his Sfretie Higbnefs the Duke Adminifiraiori 

S I Rj Bender J NovemheriOy i^fiii 

IN O W take an opportunity of fending yoiif 
Serene Highnefs a third humble narrative finde' 
my return from ConftantinoplCj for altho* there i^ 
a tegular Swedifli poft between this and Cronftadt^ 
the, chief ufe of it, neVertherthelefs, is father td 
receive letters from Germany than to fend any 
thither, which hardly happens once in foot weeks^ 
^fid then is kept fuch a great myftery, that all i 
could do, was now and then to fend al letter to 
the privy-counfellor Baron Goertz, and to kt^ iC 
fealed under the cover of the courts I wilh with 
all my heart, however, that they miy have hap* 
|rily arrived, ihat your Serene Higbnefs may kno* 
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the fituation of afFairs here, which appear ftill very 
perplexed. The chief news:^ fince 1 wrote laft, is^ 
that an ambaffador from the republic of Poland, 
named Commentojofki, having paffed thro' J^zzi 
to Conftantinople, the fenators of thfe republic; 
who are here, have folen^nly proteftcd at the Porte 
againft that embafly, as your Highncfs. will fee by 
my laft letter to the privy- counfelior Baron Goertz. 
We will hear by the firft courier that comes from 
Conftantinople, what efFcft this proteftation will 
have, and what refolution the Porte will take upon 
ic. In the mean time the Mufcovite amballador, 
who has lately arrived at Conftantinople, has not 
yet been able to obtain an audience of the Grand 
rSignior, and 'tis firmly believed here, that when 
once the certain news arrives there, that not only, 
a great body of Mufcovite troops are ftill in Poland 
but that alfo a number of their troops arc on their 
march thither, the new ambaffador and likewifc 
the Mufcovite hoftages may probably go in com- 
pany to the Seven Towers. Meanwhile the Cham 
of the Tartars, who is encamped within three 

' hours march of this place, received orders a few 
days ago to give an account to the Porte of what 
he knew of the affairs of Poland, and if he thought 
it pbffible or fuitable to conduft his Majefty with 
an efcort of 50 or 60,000 Tartars thro* that king- 
dom to his army, in which cafe, if the King wouki 
refolve to depart, money (hould befurniftied him 
for the voyage : the Capizzi Bafhaw, who carried 
thefe orders to the Cham, has already returned to 
Conftantinople, and in ten or twelve days we may 
be able to fay fomething pofuive on this head. 
. *Tis my opinion the King will readily accept the 
. offer, provided he learns diredly that his army has 
entered Poland, which would be the beft courfc 
. that Count Stienbok could follow, and that which 

* Kipgr^tapiftaus in all probability would like beft. 
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As to Mr. Eofarider, the King will not fail of cul- 
tivating a friendlbip with his mafter as much as 
poflibie, and to give him the moft obliging dif- 
p^tches ac his depaf ture^ which is to be in a day 
or two. Mr. Adlerfeld *, who is marlhal of the 
court to King Staniflaus, arrived here likewife a 
few days ago, as alfo fome of the fecretaries, and 
a gentleman of the court named Palenberg. The 
firft will probably return diredly after having- re- 
ceived his difpatches from the fecretary*s-office. 

For thefe five or fix week? paft I have not receiv- 
ed a letter from Holftein, altho* I have written to 
Count Raventlau to fend direftly to Cronftadt all 
thofe for me direded to Vienna, as the Swedilh 
poft newly eftablilhed could bring them from Cron- 
ftadt hither. In the mean time we have learned 
with grief, that the plague had broke out in fome 
parts of Ducal Holftein. His Majefty himfelf has 
been informed of it within thefe few days. We 
are even told here, that it has appeared already at 
Hamburg, fo that the great fair of Kiel according 
to all appearance will not be kept this year. I have 
the honour to be, i^c. 

P. S. Your Serene Highnefs may fee if you 
pleafe, by the annexed narrative, the great and 
happy revolution that has happened here, with all 
its circumftances. I at prefent flatter myfelf to be 
in Germany before the end of the year. 

A Narrative of the 12th af Novemherj 1712. ' 

THE foregoing moft: humble narrative might 
have been fent from hence ten days ago, if hfs 
Majefty had not detained Count Tarlo the bearer 

* His inftruftions dated at Carlefcroon 16th of Auguft, I7i2» 
were written wholly by King StanMau&'s own hand. 
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0f thefe difpatchcs from dny to day, that he might 
be able to fend Ibme account that can be depended 
Vpon to Sweden, concerning the prefent affairs of 
this country. And as a courier the day before 
yefterday brought from Conftantinople to Ifmael 
j^afhaw, and Seralkier of Bender here, very great, 
furprifing, and unexpefted news 5 the faid Count 
JTarlo will fet out from hence this evening without 
fmlj to give an account of them to King Staniflaus. 
The following is the fubftance of this great news^ 
When the Turkilh Aga or the SaJohor, who had 
been iti Poland, returned to Conftantinople with 
^ Tartar NJu^fa, who had accompanied him in the 
journey, the emperor being informed by him that 
(he Mufcovites, notwithftanding their promifes, 
were ftill there in great numbers over all the king- 
iipm, he immediately ordered a great divan. Af-^ 
ter ^U the members of that great council were af- 
femblei, the Emperor took out of his pocket the 
Hpd Ziet (vfhich is a caution written to the aS of 
guarantee^ given to the Emperor lately by the Grand 
f^ifip ibe Muftij and other officers of the Porte^ that 
the Mufcovttes would obferve and execute the articles 
of the peace in every point) and alking in an aur 
thoritative tone, why the Mufcovites, notwithftandr 
ing all their affurances, had not yet evacuated Po- 
land ? the Grand Vifir then without anfwering a 
iingle word, held down his head with an air of 
dejedlion, while all the affembly kept a profound 
lilence. At length the Mufti venturing to fpeak, 
faid to the Emperor, Jince we have been all cheated 
fo }afety by thofe treacherous Mufcovites^ I am wiU 
fifigf in order to revenge you and ourf elves at the fame 
fime, togi'-e a Feifa direSly. (Fet f ah 3, written per- 
.flaiffipn ai:»d benediiS^on, without which, the Grand 
^ilgnipr, according to the Iftws, cannot begin a 
war, and which the Mufti alone has a right to give 
Jiip}.) Haying accordingly written if upop the 
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fpotj and prefented it tp, the Emperor, his High- 
ncfs accepted it, and gaye orders diredly to guard 
the Mufcovites more ftridjy, and not to admit 
4ny one whatever to fpeak to them on pain of death. 
Next day the Capizzi Ba(haw, whom the Emperor 
had fecretly difpatched hither to the Cham of the 
Tartars (the fame whom I have mentioned in my 
foregoing letter annexed to this) returning to Con- 
ftantinople gave a true report to the t.mperdr of 
•the fentiments of the Cham, namely, " that the 
*' Emperor was cheated by the Mufcovites -, that 
** the Grand Vifir afted in concert with them ; 
** and that the Emperor run a great rifk of being 
quickly depofed, if he did not take the ftart of 
the Grand Vifir, by depofing him firft.** There 
needed not fo much to Irritate the haughty Ach- 
met. He began with ordering the next day the 
two Mufcovite hoftages to be fcnt to the S.cven 
Towers with .the two ambaiTadors, and all the of- 
ficers of the Mufcovite fubjeds ; and iikewife the 
Major-general Goltz, minifter of King Auguftus ; 
(but this laft needs more cpnHrmation) and as to 
the fubjefts of the Porte, who were, found in the 
fervicc of the Mufcovites, they were all fent to the 
gallies. Next day the Grand Vifir had orders to 
appear before the Emperor, whom, neverthclefs, 
he did not fee, as the mubur^ that is the great feal 
of the empire was taken from him before he came 
to him. He was at the fame time put under arreft 
at the houfe of the Boftangi Bafliaw, where in all 
probability he will be ftripped of his riches, after 
which without doubt he will be ftrangled. His 
ofiice was thereupon given with the Muhur to So- 
liman Bafhaw of the Cube Vifirs, or Vifirs of the 
Divan, who after the dcpofition of the Grand 
Vifir Numen Bafhaw had been Caimikan at Con- 
ftantinopl6. This Soliman is the fame with whom 
I dined lately at the audience, fo that I know him 
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pcrfcflly well. He has the reputation of being a 
very good man 5 but is not reckoned a great ge- 
nius. War was immediately after declared, in 
confequence of which orders were fent throughout 
the whole empire, and we expeft every day to fee 
the tails difplayed, that is, when the emperor pro- 
pofes to fet out for Adrianople, (whither he is to 
repair the firft moon, as he refolves to make the 
campaign in perfon.) In the mean time the 1200 
purfes in queftion or 600,000 crowns, are already 
on the way thither, and :^oo purfes of them have 
already been paid to the King a few days ago. And 
what is ftill more, they will now acknowledge no 
other King of Poland at the Porte than King Sta- 
niflaus, nor any other republic than that which is 
at Bender, which is compofed of the grand and.. 
Jittle generals of Poland and Lithuania, Kiowfki, 
Wifniovvifki, Saphia Bobronifki, Tarlo, Cryfpin, 
Generals and Colonels Poniatowfki; Grudzinfki, 
Bobronitflci, Urbanowitz, Eperies, Gfc. They 
have befides feized at Adrianople Mr. Commento- 
jolki, whom the republic of Poland at the preffing 
entreaties of the depofed Grand Vifir had fent to 
the Grand Signior, and *tis likely enough that he 
will be delivered to his Majefty at Bender. *Tis 
a^fo faid that his Highnefs has made an oath to 
prefcrve the King of Sweden as a precious diamond, 
and not to agree to any accommodation whatever, 
'till he has fent his Majefty under a ftrong efcort 
to his own dominions or elfe to his army, more- 
over declaring, that he will treat all thofe who 
fpeak to him in favour of the Mufcovites, as he 
would treat the Mufcovites themfelves. The 
Cham of the Tartars in the mean time has orders 
to efcort his Majefty thro* Poland this winter yet, 
in cafe he does not chufe to wait till next campaign, 
and then not to qujc that kingdoni till King Stanif- 
laus be reftored to the quiet poffeflion of his throne 
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(which, however, is yet a myftery here.) To con- 
clude, it would feem that the Force this time arc 
warm and zealous in the affair, which you may 
eafily believe occafions inexpreflible joy here, not 
only among the Swedes, but alfo among the Poles 
and the CofTacks, but efpecially among the Turks 
and Tartars, who are encamped here, and in the 
neighbourhood of Bender. We hope at leaft that 
his Majefty from the occafion of this rupture, will 
get money fufficient to pay all his debts, to pro- 
vide his equipages, and thofe of his officers, and 
then with fatisfaftion undertake the journey to his 
own dominions. If befides all this the news we 
have from Poland is confirmed, that the Mufco- 
vites have been defeated in Pomerania by Count 
Stienbok, his Majefty's affairs will have confide- 
rably a better face than thofe of his enemies, and 
the King of Denmark will do well in good time 
to draw his (lake out of the game, and to make 21 
feparate peace with the King, as it is the fureft 
means of hindering Count Stcinbok from paffing 
thro* Holftein into Jutland. I hope at my return, 
which will not now be long, to have the honour of 
prefenting your Serene Highnefs with fome inftrue- 
tions concerning this which may facilitate that peace. 
This moment a Swedifh fecretary difpatched by Mr. 
-Funk from Conftantinople has arrived, who confirms 
all the above account, excepting that Mr. Goltz is 
not fent to the Seven Towers, but is only Kept 
under arreft in his own houfe. 
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To BoTM Goertz. 

SIR, Bender^ Nov. lo, iyi2. 

I Now do myfelf the honour to write to your Ex- 
cellency the 6th letter fincc my return from 
Conftantinople. I know not whether they have all 
reached you, at leaft I have beard nothing of it, 
and even thefe five or fix weeks I have had no let- 
ters from Holftein, altho* in n^y prei^nt uncer- 
tainty as to my departure, I have begged of Count 
Revcntlau to fend me regularly by the poft from 

Cronftadt, all the letters that came for me 

If the King accepts of thq offer to fet outtjiis win- 
ter with an efcort of Tartars under the command of 
the Han, the 600,000 crowns will not fail to come, 
as wc have been affured a few days ago. We may 
know fomething certain of this in 8 or 10 days, 
when the Capizzi Bafhaw whom the Cham of the 
Tartars fent to the Grand Signior, (hall have re* 
turned from Conftantinople. I imagine that the 
King will accept of the offer, if his army can enter 
Poland this winter, as we flatter ourfelves, efpeci- 
ally if Denmark will conclude a peace. However 
it be, it is certain that the arrival of the tranfporta 
will change the face of affairs in Pomerania as well 
as here, and that a good battle gained over the 
Mulcovites, would foon give the King the fupe- 
riority over his enemies. We reckon that the ar- 
my of Count Steinbok, even tho' the fecond tranf- 
portation (hould not arrive, is 22,000 men ftrong, 
and the Mufcovites with Saxons and Danifh Ca- 
valry, are 34,000 men. It is ilill believed that he 
will infallibly attack the enemy if they do not think 
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fit to retire. I cannot yet fay pofitively, whether 
the Count of Steinbok has orders to enter Holftein 
and penetrate into Jutland, to oblige thq King of 
Denmark to a peace, which were greatly to be 
wiflied for by all the circle of Lower Saxony, or 
whether he will follow the Mufcovitesj and I be- 
lieve that on this point, he has his hands free to 
aft as he judges moft convenient. The propofi- 
tions of Eofander , have not been accepted. He 
will return with a few compliments. I ftill reckon 
that I ihall be able this winter to aflure your Ex- 
cellency by word of mouth, that no one can be 
more zealoufly your's than, &?r. 

r 

P. S. Novemb. 19. Your Excellency will fee 
by the piece annexed, and likewife by the fupple- 
ment to my narrative to his Serene Highnefs, the 
great and happy change of affairs in this country, 
in regard to the interefts of his Swedifh Majefty. 
The fourth Grand Vifir is now depofed, and war 
refolved upon for the third time, with more ani- 
mofity, in appearance at leaft, than ever. The 
young Count Tarlo, and Colonel Stael, a younger 
brother of ours, arc to be bearers of it to King 
3taniflaus, now acknowledged by the Porte as 
lawful King of Poland. Mr. Eofander is foon 
after to follow them, but his defigns will end in 
fmoke. I hope to be the next that will be dif- 
patched after that, and even with a new^confent of 
the King of Sweden for a peace with Denmark, 
This is doubtlefs the bed courfe the Danes could 
follow, after the rupture and tranfportation have 
happened, and fafeft means of faving their king- 
dom. There is no doubt but the Queen of En- 
gland and the Eledlor of Hanover defire the fame 
thing, which will greatly facilitate the affair. J 
will not, however, leave this place till I know 
fptnephing certain touching the departure of the 

King, 
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King^ who may very likely fct out this winter, 
with the Cham of the Tartars and the Bafhaw of 
Bender. At all events, I will leave one of my 
people with Grothufen, with orders to fend him 
off the day the King fhall begin his march, which 
will not coft above 50 ducats more than the pod. 
We may fee by this great event, with what firmnefe 
and conftancy they bring every thing to bear. Ac- 
cording to all appearance, the King will at length 
fet out honourably. The fum of 1,200 purfcs, fo 
long demanded, is on the road. It comes in very 
good time, on account of the great want of money, 
notwithftanding which, the King ordered Mr. 
Grothufen yefterday, to give 400 ducats to the Ba- 
Ihaw's band of mufic. You may judge of the joy 
of the King and of all the court. I was almoft aU 
yefterday with his Majefty, and as I am pretty 
well acquainted with the Conftantinopolitan court 
on account of my ftay there, I have informed him 
of feveral circumftances that he was pleafed with. 
It was with this new Grand Vifir, that I dined at the 
divan on the day of our audience. The Boftangi 
Baftiaw went in difguifeto the houfe of the French 
Ambaffador, where he had a longdifcourfe withPo- 
niatowfki, and fomc days after the Grand vifir was 
depofed, and the Mufcovites fent to the Seven 
Towers. General Poniatowflci has afted with the 
greateft zeal in the world for the intereft of the 
King; and he run the rifk 100 times of being 
drowned or aflaflinated, when I was with him at 
Conftantinople. The Vifir certainly afted like a 
great fool, not to get rid of him, when he knew 
the intrigues that he was carrying on againft him. 
The King is extremely pleafed with his zeal, and 
if his Majefty's affairs profper, he will have reafon 
to be pleafed with his fortune: All the Poles are 
in the greateft joy of heart, and accordingly game 
'very high. Poor Commentcjofki, Ambaffador of 
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the Republic, has been terribly caught, they al- 
moft killed him with compliments and invitations 
to make him come, and he no fooner came than 
they put him under arreft. What the devil had he 
to do in that Galley. But what is ftill droller ; 
there arrived yefterday twp Mufcovite couriers 
with difpatches for Conftantinople. The Bafhaw 
here, inftantly, without any form of procefs, 
made a prefent of them as flavcs to his trea- 
furer. Never were men more furprifed, it may be 
believed. It was their bad luck to arrive about 
two hours after the news of the rupture. All their 
letters were taken from them, but they are not yet 
decyphered. Another poor devil, a German Lieu- 
tenant Colonel named Oertz, whofe wife was taken 
by the Tartars in fome (kirmifties at the Pruth, 
had gone to Conftantinople to redeem his dear 
half. He returned here yefterday in the evening, 
and in ail probability he will have the fame fate. 
This manner of proceeding gives us a tafte of their 
barbarity. I am but too well revenged of Schaf- 
firow. He will write no more Satire, I hope. I 
have .been an unhappy prophet for him, when I 
faid in my letter, that be was nearer a prifon than /, 
and that according to all appearance he would not 
efcape the Seven Towers^ notwithftanding all his mo- 
ney-. If you judge it proper, I beg of you to 
print both my letter arid his. The Bailhaw came 
here yefterday in a formal manner to notify the 
news to the King, with a great train, and all his 
mufic. lam, ^c. 
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LETTER XLIV. 

To tie Same. , 

SIR, Bender^ Nov. 26, 1712a 

ALTHO' *tis only .about four days fincc 
Count Tarlo and Mr. Stahl fet out from 
hence, I would not however lofc the prcfent oppor- 
tunity of Mr. Duben, the chambcirlain and mailer 
of the chapel, who is going to Sweden, without 
tepeating at all ventures our neWs'hcre. (Then fol- 
lows a fhort recapitulation of the news abovemen* 
tioned.) I am, 6?c. 

LETTER XLV. 

To the Same. 

SIR, ^ Bender y December 5, 1712- 

AS Mr. Duben has been detained here day after 
day, (Ml account of the poO: from Germany 
which his Majefty chofe to wait for, I take the 
advantage of this delay to communicate to your 
excellency, the prefent tranflation of the Grand 
Signi^or's order to all Vifirs, Bafliaws, and Bey's, 
(that is to fay, to thofe of three, two, and one 
tail) to repair with their troops to the plain of A(I- 
rianople on the 21ft of March, of the year 1713. 
It would appear that the Grand Signior would ga 
thither in good earnefl: this time. The two Mui^ 
covite hoftages are in a dungeon in the Seven Tow- 
ers, more than twenty yards under ground, and 
their domeftics are fent to the Galleys.^ But the 
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r^b Mufco^itt AmbafTadors have only been fent in 

the Sievcn Towers to an apartment with their do- 

meftics. Mr. Con>n:ientowfki and Mr. Goltz, the 

firft Ambaffador from the Republic of Poland, 

and the other . the Envoy of King Auguftus, arc 

put under af reft at Adrianople till further orders* 

The firft, 'tis likely may be delivered to the King 

df Sweden, as they did two years ago by an Envoy 

of the Republic called Bonbowfki. The tails of 

the Grand Signior (which are feven, two of which 

always go before, and five of them are attached 

to his perfon) have been difplayed thefe fifteen days 

before the gates of the feraglio, which is a moft 

infallible fign of war. A Capizzi Balhaw of the 

Grand Signior, arrived here two days ago with a 

letter of his mafter and prefcnts for the King, which 

are a fabre ornamented with diamonds, an egrette, 

and a fine fur, and looo purfcs in gold, which 

joined to the 200 that came before, make the fum 

^f 600,000 crowns, which the King demanded of 

the Porte, but of which he owes already 4 or 

^500,000 crowns. Grothufen alone, owes more 

^than 250,000 crowns, which he has negotiated for 

the King's fervice, and Mr. Poniatowfki about hall 

as much at Coni^antinopie. The Cham and Ba- 

fliaw Ifmael, have alfo received caftans, or robes 

and fabres, and the firft 100 purfes of ready ca(h 

for himfeif and his fon Sultan Galga. So that it 

depends wholly upon the King> whether he will fet 

out this winter with aii efcort of 50,000 Tartars, 

and the houfe of the Baftiaw of Bender, which 

would probably aftiount to 5 or 6000 Turks. The 

Porte feems to wifli his departure ; but I know 

not whether be will refolve upon it. Befides the 

/ news which we ftill exped from Pomerania, (after 

thofe that came yefterday, that Count Steinbok 

had forced Damgarten, and had entered the Duchy 

pf Mektenburgh) the King has alfo expedited a 
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'I 7 T I 7 r . Some good fuccels itk Pcr- 
merania might facilitate the affair. They difpute 
here greatly, whether the Mufcovites will hazard 
a battle, or whether they wilP retire. It feenvs 
probable that Count Steinbok will rather endea- 
vour to enter Saxony and Poland, than Hdlftein 
and Jutlarid. I hear that the Mufcovites quiting 
Germany will facilitate the peace with Denmark, 
which is much to be wifhed. The King has pro- 
mifed me by Mr. Miillern, to caufe my difpatches 
to be given me, when once Mr. Duben is gone : 
fo that I reckon I fhall be able to fet out in about 
1 5 days, if the King does not depart this winter. 
But if he goes with the Tartars, I fhall probably 
ftay till his departure. However it may be, no- 
thing will hinder me from being with all pofliUe 
relpeft and attachment, &?c-. 

ft 

P. S. I wifti your Excellency would think pro- 
per to print my anfwer to the piece of SchafErow, 
which has made a good deal of noife on one fide 
or other. I would not however be in his place} 
he will not do me great mifchief for the time to 
come, and in all probability the Czar for the fu- 
ture will not make fuch a fhining figure in Chrif- 
tendom. 

LETTER XLVI. 

To bis Serine Higbnefs tbe Duke Adminiftratof* 

SIR, Bender^ Dec* 15, 1712. 

YOUR Serene Highnefs wiU doubtlefs have 
feen by my lafl: moft humble narrative dif- 
patched from hence about four weeks ago, what a 
happy change in affairs there has been at Conftan- 
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tinople, in regard to his Swcdifli Majefty, and how 
the Grand Vifir Juffuf Bafhaw, having been de- 
pofed, the Mufcovite Hoftages and Ambaffadors 
hat^e been conduced to the Seven Towers, where the 
firft are confinedinadungeon2oyards underground, 
and the fecond in fome apartments. After this, 
the war was declared a-new againft the Mufco- 
vites. Sonie days after the tails were difplayed, 
and the Emperor by this time muft have been fet 
out five days for Adrianople, where, according to 
his orders, the whole Turkifh army is to affemble 
about the 28th of March tp open the campaign* 
Meanwhile, a Capizzi Bafliaw arrived here abouc 
15 days ago, with a very obliging letter about 
four yards long, from the Grand Signior to his 
Swedilh Majefly. He had his formal audience 
fome days after. .About twenty Swedirfi officers, 
all on horfeback, the principal of whom was a 
Captain of the Guards named Buddenbrok, ha- 
ving gone to meet him as far as the city, con- 
duced him from thence to the King, and after- 
wards attended him to the place where they had 
met him* The Capizzi BafhaWj however, the day 
before had had' his audience of the Chancellor 
Miillern, who is looked upon as the Grand Vifir 
of the King. He was prefented by his Majefty 
with a valuable fur,- a fine Turkifli horfe magni- 
ficcntlycaparifoncd, which he deferved fo much the 
fnorc as he brought with him the 12Q0 purfes,- 
or 6oOyOOo crowns, which the King h:id demanded 
of, the Porte. They have been delivered within' 
thefefew days, and Mr. Grothufen is very bufy in 
paying all the debts which have been contrafted 
here, in which .are included the debts contrafted 
by the officers -, and altho^ feveral of them hav6 
only received 500 crowns, and even lefs, upon 
bonds for 1000 crowns, the King has given orders 
ncverthelcfs that all ftiQuW be payed according to 
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the tenor of the bonds. It is true that in this man- 
ner there will be very little left of the fum ; but in 
the mean time, the King's credit encreafes, and 
will be fupported; fo that it would not be very 
difficult at prefent for Colonel Grothufen, in cafe 
of neceflity» to negotiate at once 200,000 crowns. 
Of all this money, only 100 purfes has been fcnt 
to the Commiflariat, Mr. Grothufen difpofing of 
all the reft; The fubftance of the Emperor's letter 
to the King, was, *' That as the Mufcovites have 
*' not faithfully executed the article of the peace, 
*' concerning the entire evacuation of Poland in 
** three months, and have thereby hindered the 
*« return ot his Majefty to his dominions^ theEm- 
" peror had again declared war upon them, which 
** would even have happened fooner, if, on account 
" of fome circumftaiices, he had not thought 
" proper to diffemble for fome time. In other 
*' refpefts he had made all the neceffary prepara- 
" tions for his Majefty*s departure, and that it 
^' depended upon himfelf to crofs Poland this 
^' winter with an efcort of Tartars, or to remain 
" till the approaching campaign i that, however, 
** it would give pteafure to the Emperor, if the 
" King on this point, would agree to the counfcis 
*' and advice that the Cham of the Tartars and 
" theBalhawof Bender would give him.** 

And to judge by the purchafing of horfes, and 
by other preparations, it feems likely that his Ma- 
jefty may even fct out this winter yet. The fafeft 
courfe would be to decamp from hence, and to 
march at leaft with the Tartars to Sniatin, or to 
the frontiers of Poland. If after that, it were 
poffible to force a paflage with the Tartars, they 
would always be ready, i. To foment fomefac-^ 
tions and infurredions in Poland, and 2. They' 
would thereby recommend themfelves to the Porte, 
who would at leaft perceive the King's good inten- 

" tions, 
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tions, and that he had made 'an attempt to pafs. 
.1 have had the honour (as Jacquired fome know- 
Jegc of Turkifli affairs during may ftay at Con- 
ftantinople) to difcourfe with his Majefty on this 
head, and to reprefcnt to him curforily, the ad- 
vantage that would thereby refult to him, fo that I 
make no doubt but he will take this courfe in five 
or fix weeks : and altho* the 1200 purfes are not 
fufficient to make this march, neverthelefs the 
frelh credit which we have at prefent may fupply 
that deficiency. The Porte has likewife given to 
the four Poliili Senators who a^e here, namely, to 
Palatin Kiowlki, to Prince Wifniovvifki, and to 
Counts Tarlo and Cryfpin, to each 10 purfes or 
500 crowns. At prefent, I am expcding every 
moment my difpatchcs. . • • . I ftili hope, 
before the end of the grpat fair of Kiel, to have 
the honour of perfonally affuring your Serene 
Highnefs of the profound refpcd with which I 
am, ^c. 

P. S. This moment I have received a large 
packet from Baron Gbertz of the month of No- 
vember ; but as the courier is to fet out immedi- 
ately, I fhall put oflF anfwering it till the next op- 
portunity. 



LETTER XLVII. 



.4- 



^ai Baron Goertz. 

» 

SIR, Bender^ January 31, 171 2. 

AFFAIRS here, for thefe eight or nine days, 
have been in a very extraordinary fituation. 
Your Excellency will have feen by my lall narra- 
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tives to his Serene Highnefsof the zoth of No-* 
vcmber, and the 15th of December of laft year, 
the depofition of the Grand Vifir Juflfuf Balhaw, 
and the new declaration of war againft the Muf- 
covites, which made us hope a very happy change 
in favour of his Majefty. However, as the King 
after receiving the i2co purfes put off his depar- 
ture from day to day, notwithftanding the preffing 
follicitations of the Han and the Balhaw, they be- 
gan at length to open their eyes, and to perceive 
that the Grand Signior and his Grand Vifirs had 
done wrong to make the King believe that they 
would re-condu(5l him to his dominions with a nu- 
merous efcort, fo far even that the Vifir Baltagi Me- 
bemct, ordered to tell him a fhort time before he 
marched againft the Czar at the Pruth, That ke 
wmld take him in his left handy and his fabre in his 
right (thefe are his words) and would open a way 
for hint into his own country at the head of 100,000 
Turks and Tartars ^ thro'* Poland^ and even Mufcovy^ 
if his Majefiy chofe to pafs that way. The King 
taking this promife literally, infifts ftill upoa it, 
forefecing well that the execution of it would be an 
infallible means of renewing the war between the 
Porte on one fide, and the Czar on the other» and 
even to engage Poland in it, for it is not natural 
to think that any power will fuffer fuch an efcort 
to pafs thro* their country, without looking upon 
it as a defign or an occafion of a rupture. The 
Turks are not fo blind as not to perceive, they 
have done their own bufinefs by the bacrie and 
peace of Pruth, where they facrificed the King's 
intereft to their own, altho' they had flattered him 
that it was from their regard to him that they had 
declared war. This Prince, however, who piques 
himfelf upon keeping the promife he gives, infifts 
that others (hould behave in the fame, manner to- 
him, and will nothcarmentionmadcof any modifying. 
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It is this that has kept us fo long in Turky, and 
makes me fear that we will not leave it yet fo foon, 
or at leaft fo much to our fatisfaftion as we could 
with. It is certain that affairs are a<5tually at a 
crifis, that can fcarce be got over without fome- 
thing extraordinary happening. Your excellency 
knows that the 1 200 purfes were brought fome 
time ago to "Bender^ by the Chiaous Balbaw firft 
groom of the Porte, and configned to the Baftiaw, 
with fccret orders not to dehver them till the King 
ihould be ready to fet his. foot in the ftirrup. The 
time of the departure was agreed upon, which was 
to be with the firft froft ; but Mr. Grothufen craf- 
tily perfuaded the Balhaw, that to put the King in 
a condition of fetting out without fail at the tinne 
appointed, there was a neccffity for delivering the 
1200 purfes, as he wanted them to provide things 
neceflary. Since that time they no longer (hew fo 
much ardour or eagernefs here, as I mentioned ia 
my laft to his Serene Highnels, and on the con- 
trary they feem rather to lay hold on any pretence 
to put olf the departure. The King pretends that 
the efcort of 5 or 6000 Spahis, with about 20,000 
Tartars, which the Grand Signior has ordered, is 
not ftrong enough to fecurc his perfon againft the 
Mufcovites, who are ftill in Poland. The Turks 
in vain reply, that JCing Auguftus and the Repub- 
lic promife, and even offer hoftages to the Porte 
for the fecuriry of their word, that if his Majefty 
will pafs as a friend with that efcort, they will join 
to it, not only their beft troops to defend hini 
againft his enemies, but will alfo caufc all the ho- 
nours due to a crowned head to, be given him. 
Sometimes he fays that the Han and the Bafhaw 
have entered into acorrefpondence withhisenemies^ 
to deliver up his perfon to them in his pafling thro' 
Poland. It is true that the firft appears much in 
the intcrefts of King Auguftus. However, what 
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has put the finilTiing ffroke to the prefcnt differen- 
ces, is the new demand of looo purfes made by 
Mr. Funk, who having executed his orders, has 
received not only a refufal, but has been put under 
arreft with Mr.Poniatowlki, who was at Adrianoplc 
with ail their retinue. The reprefentation of the 
pretexts ufcd by the King to put off his departure 
made by the Han and the Bafhaw, have not a Jit- 
tle contributed to this, and alfo to the holding of 
a great divan at which the Sultan publickly affifted ; 
I fay publickly, for at the others he generally af- 
fifts incognito, placing himfelf behind a fcreen, 
without fpeaking or being feen. His Highnefs 
made a long harangue, of which this is the fub- 
ftance as far as I have been able to hear, namely, 
•* That the King of Sweden, with whom the fu- 
*' blime Porte had never hadconne6tionof interefts 
♦' nor acquaintance, having been reduced by his 
*' misfortunes to feek an afylum in the Ottoman 
" Empire, he had protedted him' and loaded him 
** with benefits, by fupporting him and all his 
retinue for three years, and alfo by giving him 
at different times more than a million of money, 
befides many prefents, and by caufing to aflem- 
** ble in the neighbourhood of Bender, at a great 
*' expence, a numerous efcort for the fecurity of 
Kis perfon and for recondufting him to his do- 
minions ; that having afked a thoufand purfes 
for his departure, he had generoufly fent him 
120O, with an the horfes, waggons and other 
things neceffary for his journey; that notwith- 
ftanding all thefe kindnefles and many others, 
and notwithftanding his word given to the Han 
*' and Balhaw of Bender to depart at the firft 
froft, and ail the preparations made for that pur- 
pofe by the Sublime Port, that Prince fought 
" all poffible pretexts to put off his departure, pre- 
*' tending fomctimes^that the efcort was not mime- 
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** rous enough, at other times that he ftUl wanted 
'* another looo purfes, which he had even dc- 
. ^^ manded of the Sublime Porte." His Highncfs 
finifhed his harangue by demanding of the divan, if 
it was contrary to the laws of hofpitahty to oblige 
the King of Sweden to keep his word, and to drive 
him out as an enemy if he refufed to depart as a 
friend ; and if the Chriftian Princes could blame 
him, or look upon it as a barbarous and unjuft ac- 
tion, that he fhould employ force, after having in 
vain ufed mild means. To this, the divan an- 
fwered that they could not, unlefs thofe Princes 
were unjuft, and enemies of equity and gratitude. 
The Mufti added, that hofpitality not being by the 
law enjoined to muflelmans towards infidels, ef- 
pecially towards the ungrateful, the King of Sweden 
had rendered himfelf unworthy of it, and ought to 
enjoy it no longer. He thereupon gave his Fe(fa 
or /entence in writing, to accompany the order of 
the Sultan to oblige the King to depart, either in 
a friendly manner or by force. This order was 
brought hither the 28th of December by the Bouy- 
ick Imraour, the grand groom, with a particular 
order to the Chiaous Balhaw, who is ftill here, to 
remain and fee the order executed. The Bouyick 
Imraour no fopner arrived, than the Bafhaw went 
to the King on the 2d of January to prefs his de- 
parture, and to beg of him to fix the day for it. 
His Majefty received him at firft very gracioufly,, 
and aflured that it was his caroeft defire to fet out 
forthwith; but that he could not name the day, not 
having yet got every thing ready for his journey; 
th^t he had ordered another lood purfes to be 
afked of the Grand Signior, and he waited an an- 
fwer, and that he muft alfo wait for the return of 
his officers, whom he 'had fcnt into Walachia to 
* buy horfes to remount his retinue. 
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The Bafhaw taking all this for mere off- puts, iq- 
fifted fevcral times that the King would be peafecj 
to fix the day of his departure j but the King oni 
his fide not chufing to give any other anfwer, but 
that he would fet but whenever he was ready, the 
Bafliaw after fome time proceeded fo far as to tell 
him, that he was very forry to be obliged to de- 
clare to his Majefty, that in cafe he refufed, hp 
had orders to force him to depart. The King bade 
him defiance, faying with a firm air, that if he 
was a faithful fervant of his mafter, he had no- 
thing to do but to execute his orders, and turned 
his back upon him. 

All who have the leaft notion of the dignity of 
a Baftiaw of three tails, governor of feveral pro- 
vinces, and commander of whole armies when the 
Grand Vifir is not there in perfon, will eafily judge 
what an excefs of paflion the King's anfwcr threw 
the Balhaw into, and what rage he was in, on fee- 
ing himfelf treated in an infulting manner in his 
own province. He accordingly left the King a- 
bruptly, mounted his horfe and returned at full 
gallop, contrary to his natural gravity, all the way 
to Bender, which is diftant a full quarter of a 
German league. 

As I had forefeen, that the ifilie of this inter- 
view would be fomewhat extraordinary, I had 
mbunted my horfe during the time of the audience, 
with the intention of meeting the Bafhaw at his re- 
turn, as it were by chance, to have fome difcourfe 
with him. I came pretty near him to afk him how 
matters went ; but he paffed on at the fame rate, 
and contented himfelf with calling out to me, with- 
out (lopping, that all was loft, and that we fliould 
fee ftrange things prefently. I did not think pro- 
per to follow him, feeing him in fuch a paffion, and 
J returned direftly to the camp, where the affair 
>vas no longer a fccret. I found them all in the 
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trtmofl: confternation, every one with good reafoa 
fearing the bad confequences of Turkilh brutality, 
and the too great firmnefs, or rather obftinacy, of 
thfe King of Sweden. There was not one but his 
JMajefty, who was, or at lead affedted to be calm. 
He without (hewing the . leaft difturbance, amufed 
himfelf till night in his ordinary manner, that is 
in mounting twice a day on horfeback, in playing 
at chefs, in talking with his officers, in fupping at 
feven o'clock, and going to bed at nine. The firfl: 
thing that the Bafhaw did on his return to Bender, 
after holding a divan with the Han and Buyiack- 
Imraour, was to order all the Janiifaries to quit the 
camp and come to the city, part of whom com- 
pofed the guard which had been given to the King 
of Sweden, i|pon his arrival in Turky, to do him 
Jionour, and for his fecurity, and the other kept 
fmali.fhops, with which the camp and the village 
was full, and thereby furni(hed us with provifions, 
which we wanted every day. That order was exe- 
cuted that very evening with no fmall hurry. Next 
day his Majefty's Thaim was retrenched, that 
is to fay, his provifions which had been furniflied 
him every day fince his arrival, and which con- 
lifted in money, bread, meat, wine, poultry, ho- 
ney, oil, rice, coffee, fugar and forage, and. a- 
mounted every day to 500 crowns. After this all 
the Swedith and Polifli inhabitants, who lodged ih 
the village of W^rnit[za, were driven from thence ; 
the firft retired to the King, the others under the 
protedtion of the Turks, that they might enjoy the 
Thaim, which the Porte furnifhed to them likewife 
for their fubfiftance. At the fame time the Tar- 
tars, to the number of feyeral thoufands, came, and 
not only took pofTeflion of their lodgings in the 
village, ' but alfo began to aficmble in fmall bodies, 
to furround the whole camp at a certain diftance, 
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and to cut oBf all provifions, to reduce the King hy 
famine to capitulate. 

To give you a more juil idea of all this, I mufl: 
defcribe to you the fituation of what I call the 
camp. You have feen by my foregoing letters, that 
the King on his firft sMrrival at Bender, had pitched 
his tent at the foot of the walls of that city, upon 
a fine green fpot, adorned with large trees, and 
almoft Turrounded by the i:iver, which there made 
% circular bend -, and that upon the coming in of 
winter his Majefty caufed his tent to.be cover- 
ed with a roof of deal boards, and afterwards to 
be furrounded with a kind of wall of bricks, fo that 
infcnfibly the tent became a houfe. All the King's 
officers and minifters, and likewife the foreigners 
did the fame, fo that in a very fliort time there 
was a kind of city, of a very Angular kind how- 
ever, as the greateft part of the inhabitants lodged 
under ground in huts huilt in hafte. This was nly 
cafe the firft winter ; but the year following every 
one began to build houfes tolerably convenient, 
confidering the place, the time, and the finances : 
but an overflowing of the river, which hap- 
pened in the month of July 171 1, forced us im- 
mediately to quit that pleafant fpot, where the 
King had lived more than two years, and to remove 
about a quarter of a German league from thence, to 
a height near a Moldavian village, called Warnitza. 
I remember that the King held it out the laft, and 
that Mr. Grothufen and I faved ourfelves at his 
fide almoft by fwimming. His Majefty pitched 
his tent pretty near a Greek church, which is ap a 
fmall diftance from the village. AH the King's 
officers lodged in the tillage, and every one ac- 
commodated himfelf in the beft manner he could, 
in the houfes of the peafants, who are Moldavians, 
and of the Greek religion. About three months 
after the King began, to build here, a ftone houfe 
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with pretty thick walls, perhaps forebodihg that 
he might fuftain a. kind of fiege in it, and with 
apartments fuSicient for a garrifon of looo men. 
He caufcd the houfe to be raifed only one ftory high, 
and it has a great hall for dining in, and another 
for divine fcrvice, with a chamber of audience, 
and another for his Majefty*s bed, with clofcts.and 
wardrobes, and an apartment of four chambers for 
Mr. Duben, marfhal of the court ; all this on a 
ground-Soor. But what is dill more extraordinary 
for his Swedifh Majefty, is, that he has caufed all 
thofe chambers to be furniftied magnificently, fome 
with cloth, others with damalk, with Turkifii fo- 
phas of gold brocade, velvet culhions, and rich 
carpets : befides this houfe, the King caufed to be 
built at a fmall diftance from it, barracks for a 
battalion of 500 men, a part of the wrecks of the 
army of Pultowa, which he has taken a pleafure in 
cxercifing almoft every day fince his arrival in 
Turkey, His minifters. Chancellor Miillern, Mr, 
TeifF, and the favourite Mr. Grothufen, have alfo 
built here feveral houfes, among which the King's 
houfe ftands as the centre of a circle. It is this ^ 
place that is called the catnp,^ and which lies be- 
tween the Neifter and the village of Wamitza. 
As to myfelf I had a couple of rooms in one of the 
houfes of the village, where I flept now and then 
whert I ftaid late at the camp. But, befides, fince 
the inundation I have had a whole houfe to myfelf 
in one of the fuburbs of Bender, between the city 
and the camp, for my domeftics and my equipages, 
and whither I retired when the Tartars furrounded 
the village of Warnitza, that I might not be (hut 
up in the camp with the Swedes, who were very 
much crowded in their lodgings, having only the 
five or fix houfes and the barracks above-mentioned. 
1 was in fuch good terms with the King, that I might 
have flattered myfelf with one of the bcft apart- 
ments 5 
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cncnts ; but not to mention* the trouble and incoh- 
venience I would have been expofed to there, I 
had formed a defign from the firft appearance of a 
rupture between the Turks and the king to create 
myfelf mediator. With this intention, inftcad of 
(hutting myfelf. up with him, I lodged in my houfe 
in the fuburbs. The King in the mean time feeing 
the Tartars not only wholly furrounding in great 
bodies the village of Warnitza, but that his camp 
was blockaded, and might foon be attacked, thought 
on his fide of putting it in a ftate of defence, to 
make retrenchments, to draw lines from one houfe 
to another, as from that of Mr. Grothufen to the 
houfe of Mr. Teiff, from thence to a building cal- 
led the New Chancery, where Mr. Miillern was to 
lodge, another to the above-mentioned barracks, 
and thence to the houfe of Mr. Grothufen, which 
formed a kind of irregular pentagon, in the midft 
of which was the King's houfe, of which we fpoke. 
Thefe lines, which were about two hundred paces 
Jn length, were made of old waggons, boards 
brought from fome old ftables, bedfteads, benches, 
old calks, dung, and in fhort of every thing that 
could form a kind of parapet, in winter when the 
ground was frozen. But the greateft pains was 
taken to fortify the King's houfe ; the doors and 
windows of which were ftrongly barricaded, to 
give it the appearance of a citadel in the midft of 
a retrenchment. After all was finifhed by working 
night and day, the King difpofed his garrifon in 
the following manner. A part of the battalion 
was to defend that fide of the retrenchment which 
looked towards the city -, the reft were difperfed 
along the other lines ; but as thofe 500 men were 
not fufficient to defend the retrenchments and the 
houfes, all his attendants were armed even to the 
fcuHions, and every one had his poft affigned him. 
For example, the good old man Mr. Mullern had 
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bis, at the head of all the fccretaries, clerks of the 
chancery, and their domeftics, to defend the houfe, 
Marfhal Duben was to be at the head of the gen- 
tlemen of the court, and the King*s other domeftics 
and footmen, to defend his apartment. Mr. TeifF 
at the head of the clerks of his department, and fo 
of others. As to the officer^, except thofe who had 
been put at the head of the battalion to defend the 
lines, they had their pofts in! the King's houfe, 
where it was reckoned the chief attack would be 
made. To conclude, the whole, as you fee, had 
fome refemblance of a kind of fortrefs, but very 
hregular, and very ill furnifhed with provifions^ 
not having quite enough to fupport a fiegeof twen- 
ty-four hours. 

While all this pafled at the camp, I had repaired 
to Mr. JefFeries the EngliQi minifter with the 
King, to propofe to him that we ftiould join toge- 
ther in order to bring about an accommodation» 
and to give more weight to our mediation. In 
hopes of this we accordingly waited upon the Han, 
the Baftiaw, the Boujack Imraour, and the Tchia- 
ous Bafhaw, upon each feparately, to offer them our 
mediation, and to afk proteftions. They received 
us very civilly, entreating us to come to a great 
divan, that was to be held a few days after at the 
Bafliaw's. We did not fail to repair thither at the 
hour appointed. We found them already affem- 
bled, all four, with the principal officers, among 
others the Janiflary Aga, and the Imynaum or prieft 
of the city of Bender. After they had made us fit 
down upon a kind of footftool, which are the only 
chairs to be had in this country, and which better 
fitted our boots, which we always wear here, than 
the fopha, I began the difcourfe, and told them 
in fubftance, that we were very forry that affairs be- 
twixt them and the King had come to fuch an ex- 
.trcmity •, that we Ihould be very glad to b,e able to 
8 accommodate 
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Accommodate them, and that we offered them bUr 
mediation mod willingly ; but that to aft effec- 
tually, we muft have not only permiflion to go ahd 
come freely, to have a communication with the 
camp and the city, but alfo, as we were minifters 
of foreign powers with his Majefty, to whom the 
right of nations gives every where an inviolable fe- 
curity, we hoped they would have the fame regard 
for us, and would give each of us a guard to pro- 
ce6t us from all affronts and infults. On this 
the Han of the Tartars complained much of the 
King and his ingratitude towards him, altho* he 
had been his bed friend, and done him many eminent 
fervices, which in fome manner is true ; for he 
doubtlefs contributed much to the laft war between 
the Porte and the Czar ; but it is alfo true that it 
was no lefs his intereft than the King's, the Tartars, 
whofe Cuftom it is to live by rapine, afking for 
nothing better than continual wars ; however, 
he aflfured us, that he and the Bafhaw would ac- 
cept of our mediation with pleafure, that they 
would be delighted if we could perfuade the King 
to depart, which was all they afked ; and that we 
might a£): with more freedom, they would give 
each of us a Janiflary and a Tartar for a guard ; 
and they alTured us that with them we might go or 
come day and night between the camp and the city 
without being feized or examined by any one what- 
ever. 

I went thither (bme days after, and found the 
King very bufy in giving his orders as to the in- 
tended defence. He no fooner faw me than he 
fmiled, and taking me by the hand be led me into 
his clofet, and ajked me whence I came, and what 
news there was. I anfwered him, that in my opi- 
nion the news were not very good ; that the 
Turks peremptorily infiftcd upon his Majefty^s de- 
parture, 
6 
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parture, failing which they werfi in danger of lof- 
ing their heads, not only for having pofitivcly 
aCTured the Porte that it would be directly, but for 
having, atthe perfuafion of Mr. Grothufen, delivered 
to his Majefty the 1200 purfes which were ordered 
not to have been given him> till he was on the point 
of departing. I thought I faw in his eyes a fecrec 
joy on this ; but a moment after he anfwered me 
that thofe 1200 purfes were not fufficienr, and that 
he had ordered his envoy to alk another thoufand. 
I replied, that 1 knew that, but that I was very 
much afraid left affairs fhould come to a dangerous 
extremity, before he could obtain this new demand 1 
to which he anfwered with a good deal of quicknefs, 
that they durft never attack him ; that at all events 
he v^as afraid of nothing, and was prepared for every 
thing : but that he was fure the Grand Vifir knew 
nothing of all this, and that it was nothing but an 
intrigue which the Han and Ba(haw had formed 
with his enemies ; but he would find means of in- 
forming the Grand Signior of it, and make them 
repent it. 

I took that occafion to infinuate to his Majefty, 
that in that cafe the beft means for gaining of time 
would be to, aflure them that, he had taken a refo- 
lution to depart -, and that if it would plcafe his Ma- 
jefty to fix a day, I would undertake to appcafe 
them •, that they feemed to defire nothing more than 
that ; that in a long difcourfe I had with them the day 
before in tfie divan, they had begged of me to find 
fomc expedient to make up their ditfctences with 
his Majefty ; that Mr. Jeftcries and I had offered 
them our mediation, and if he would honour me 
with hii orders, I dared to flatter myfelf that I 
would bring about a happy reconciliation. 

I know not whether the King had already rc- 
folved to pufh matters to extremity, or if he really 
believed that the Turks would never dare to attempt 
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any thing againft his perfon ; but he faid to ,me 
fomewhat with an air of difplearure, that we ^tfd 
playing the part of the Englilh and Dutch mini- 
fters at Conftantinople, who had interfered in the 
peace between the Turks and the Mufcpvites \yitTi- 
out the confent of their matters or the parties con- 
cerned ; that we alfo fcemed plainly to want to 
become volunteer-mediators ; but that there was 
no need of it, and that he could bring his affairs to' 
a conclufion very well without us. He added, acj- 
dreffing himfelf to me in particular, that I needed 
oply tell the Turks what I had feen, which was 
plainly the fine fortifications of his camp ; that^ 
nevcrthelefs, if they had any rcafonable propofitipris 
to make, he would hear them. This was all I coulcf 
draw from him. My audience being finifhed, % 
went to find Chancellor Miillern, to whom I gave, 
an actount of what had pafled : I fpeak in the 
Angular number, for Mr. Jefferies, difgufted with; 
the contempt that hisMajefty feemed to (hew for put 
mediation, and dcfpairing to ferve him againft his in-^ 
clination, appearea no more before his Majefty on. 
that affair with me. Mr. Miillern complainedf 
greatly of the King to me, fearing extremely that 
the affair would have a very dangerous iffue. How-, 
ever, he gave me to underftand that affairs might, 
flill be accommodated, if I could obtain of the 
Turks to make fome new advance, and enter into' 
conferences with him, which I promifed to ufe my 
endeavours to procure. Before I left the camp, I paid 
a vifit to my friend Mr. Grothufen, who knew the 
King better than any other, and who was the perfon 
mpft capable of informing me of the real fenti-, 
ments of his Majefty. . He told me plainly, after i 
long difcourfe, that we might fave ourfelves th^^ 
trouble, and all our endeavours would turn out to ^' 
nothing ; that the King wanted to pufh matters tOr 
extremity j and that already his imagination was^^ 
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tickfed before hand with fuch an ottraordinary 
engagement : that he had ufed all the argu- 
ments in the world to oppofe that romantic inten- 
tion ; but inftead of gaining, in the leaft degree 
upon the King's mind, he had only drawn upon 
himfelf a kind of reproaches; that he had therefore 
refolvcd not to fay a word more, to run the fame 
deftiny with the King, and to prepare in good ear- 
ned to fuftain a fiege, afTault, battle, and whatever 
after might happen upon it ; that in the mean 
time they were all in great diftrefs, and it would 
feem the Turks intended to ftarve them out, which 
would indeed be very eafy, not having aftually in 
their camp provifions for twenty-four hours; that 
therefore the greateft of all fervices I could do 
them, was not to interfere in the mediation, in 
which I would certainly lofe 'my labour, but to pro- 
cure them viftuals, and to make them gain time ; 
that I need only fpeak to fome Janiffarics whom 
he named to me, and give th^m money -, and that 
they would find means of extricating them out 
of their difficulties. I promifed to do my beft, 
and then returned home. Next day I went to the 
Turks who were all affembled in the houfe of the 
Balhaw. They waited for me with impatience, 
and received me with all the politencfs that thofe 
gentry are capable of. They direftly afked mc 
with great eagernefs the fuccefs of my negociation 
and the King's anfwef. I told them that I had a 
long difcourfe with his Majefty, and that h^ com- 
plained much of the unpolite manner in which 
they wanted to force him to name the day of his 
departure. , They interrupted me, to tell me, that 
It was the abfolute orders of the Grand Signior 5 
and that they run a rifle of lofing their heads if they 
did hot execute them literally and with difpatch. 
I replied, that I had informed the King of ihar, 
but that he believed, that all depended upon their 
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feinonft ranees. At lengthy after- mai>y r^pKes oti 
both fides, in which I flattered them as much as 
I could, IcoDcluded with telling them, that as the 
King was extremely fenfible on the point of honqur^ 
nothing was more likely to gain him than to make 
him fome new advance ; that Mr. Miillern ap- 
peared to me very much inclined to moderation, 
and very capable of prevailing with the King by 
his prudence, and if they would take my advice, 
they ought to afk another interview, by means of 
which I dared hope, that they would come to fome 
agreement, to hinder things coming to a trouble-- 
fome extremity, which would do honour to neither 
party. They all unanimoufly confented to what I 
propofed, promiQng to fettle every thing as I 
thought proper, and charged me to agree with 
Mr. Miillern as to the day and hour of their inter- 
view. The Bouyouk-Imraour, who fecmed to me 
the leaft irritated againft the King, faid to me 
in a tone equally polite and obliging, that by the 
manner in which I went about the affair, he pro- 
mifed himfelf a happy fuccefs. I made him great 
acknowledgements for his politenefs and for his 
good opinion of me. After many obliging things 
we faid on this head, and after taking coffee, and 
being perfumed after the Turkifh manner, I mount;- 
ed my horfe, and went diredlly to the camp to 
Mr. Miillern, who being very much fatisfied with 
my difpatch, obliged me to go with him to give an 
account of what I had done to the King. ,We 
turned the thing as tho* it had been the Turks who 
had alked an audience without making any men- 
tion of the propofals I had made to them on th^c 
point ; and on that footing the King agreed, that 
they fliould come the next day, the 19th of Ja- 
nuary, to confer with Mr. Miillern, and I forthwith 
fent . my interpreter to give them an account of ^, 
and that day about two in the afternoon the Bouy- 
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ouk^Irriraoui*, and the Tchiaous Baibaw catiic t^ 
Mr. Grothufen*s houfc, where Mr. Miillern wasi 
They had a conference . of near an hour, in whicii 
the Turks infilled always upon the ncceffity they 
were under of obliging the King to depart, or at 
lead to fix a day for his departure, and begged oi 
Mr. Miijlcrn to prevail with his Majefty to explairi 
himfelf pofitively on that head. The latter ac* 
cordingly went to the King whom he found play^* 
ing at chefs with one of his officers. After thd 
gaoie^ which continued a pretty long time, was 
ended, Mr. Miiliern mentioned to his Majefty thfi 
lad propofal that the Turks had made, but all the 
anfwer he could get from him with all his remon* 
ftrances, was, that he was not ready to depart, that 
he ftill was in want of money and horfes, that he 
had written for the firft to the Porte, and that if 
he did not receive any from thence, he would ht 
obliged to bring it from hi^ own country ; and as 
for the other he had fent officers into Walachia^ 
and that he could not fet out brfore their return. 

It was in vain for Mr. Miillern, on his return to 
Mr. Grothufen, to give the beft turn he could to 
that anfwer % for he could not fo difguife it as to' 
give fatisfadtion to the Turks, who withdrew very 
much difcontented. 

Next day there was a great divan held in the 
the city, in which the Han of the Tartars, who 
was the moft violent, infifted that they Ihould im- 
mediately execute the Grand Signior's orders, and 
diflodge the King by force. In all probability the! 
Baihaw would have fufiired himfelf to have been 
fwayed by bim, if the Bouyouck-lmraour and tlie 
Chiaous Bafhaw had not made Qppofition. Being 
informed of what pafied by a fpy whom I had ia 
thc.houfe of the Bafhaw, 1 immediately mounted 
my horfe, went thither full gallop, and having 
given notice of my arrival to the divan, I was ad- 
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mltted. After I had taken my feat, wrtboutgpr«^ 
ing me time to fpeak, they complained gneatiy^ 
the King and of his anfwcr, which (hewed chat he 
abfoluteiy wanted them to ufe violence : Lwas iix 
truth greatly at a lofs how to juftify it, and the 
Han of the Tartars ftill continuing to infift upon 
an immediate attack, I ac length thought proper 
to fay, that I knew the King fo welt as to be able 
to aflure them, that he was not a man who would 
fufFer himfelf tol>e intimidated by threats \ that if 
they once began to ufe the lead violence,, there 
would then be a neceflfity for pu(hing the affair 
to the laft extremity ; that I was certain that 
the King and all his people with him; from their 
obedience to him, would fufFer themfelv^ to be 
cut to pieces rather than furrender ; that it was in* 
cumbent on them to conQder whether they had ftich 
orders from f he Grand Signior, and iftbeycoold 
anfwer for the ifTue that would infallibly be fatal, ^ 
and in which all chriftendom would intcrcft itfelf. 

I am bold to fay, that this being pronoimced 
vith refolution, had its effcdt, tho' delivered by 
my interpreter trembling, for fear of the baftinado, 
a punifhment very common for interpreters who 
ufe too much freedom in their difcourfe .to the 
grandees of the Porte, for I faw them whifpering to 
each other. In the mean time rifing from my feat, 
and defiring them again once n[K>re to refledV upon • 
what I had faid, they promifed to think of it. I had 
the fatisfadlion an hour afterwards to learn from a 
confident of the Bafliaw, that in the firft place they 
had refolved to ftnd the King's anfwer to the Porte, 
and have the pofitivc orders c f the Grand Signior^ if 
they ought to attack him at a venture, and kiU him 
with all his People, which might naturally be ex- 
pcfted to be the confequence of the defence they 
would make, and next to keep the camp in the 
mean time ftridlly blocked up, to endeavour to 
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oblige that Prince by famine, to what neither the 
orders tjf the Snltan nor their entreaties couid make 
him <Jo. In faft that evening they fcnt poft two 
choadars or officers of the Porte, the one of the 
Han and the other of the Bafhaw. I direftly went 
to the camp to inform the King of the refolution 
tbit bad been taken^ and did ail that was in my 
power to perfuadc him to take Other meafures, and 
tonanrye the day of his departure, but what I faid had 
not the leaft effeA upon him. On the contrary 
be told me, that this exaftly confirmed him in his 
opinion, that the Grand Signior knew nothing of 
what had pafled \ that the courier, whom he him- 
feif had fecretly difpatched to the Porte, would 
arrive there before tbofe of the Han and Baftiaw i 
that his Highnefs would be infornvrd of all their 
intrigues, that then we ftiould fee fine fport, and 
to conclude, that all would be well before it were 
long. 1 anfwered, that I wiflied fo with all my 
heart; but that I had ftrong reafons to believe, 
that ail that had paffed was in confequence of the 
orders of the Grand Signior, whom they had found 
means to prejudice againft his Majefty. This was 
proved; by what had happened to the Porte, in 
regard to his minrfters, the envoy Mr, Funk, and 
General Poniatowfki, who we were aflured were 
arretted, and I was very much afraid the new or- 
ders of his Hishnefs would arrive at Bender, be- 
iore» they had tilDe to inform him right. He 
aafwered, that he believed nothing .ot it, and 
treated it all as a mere fancy ^ or at leaft 
pretended to believe nothing of it, to give fome 
ftfldow of reafon for his defence. It was in vain 
for file to difpute with htm, or to fupport my ar- 
gunaenfts- with fome Iharpnefs. It produced no 
<^Hcr eSbflb, unlejs that he begged of me, if I may , 
fo fay, to be of his opinion. Seeing that I could 
gain nothing on that point, I took the liberty to 
% to him, that fuppofing every thing fliould be 
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.M hisMajefty fuppofed it was> there inuft be time 
for the return of all the couriers that had been feat 
to the Porte \ and that I CQukl not fee upon what 
he could fubfift m the meantime, being , p^rfu^ed 
there was not provifion in the camp for twcn^ 
ty-four hours. He anfwcred me, that that, was 
but too true, but that Mr, Grothufen, he knew, 
had already entreated me to endeavour to get fome, 
by means of fome of the JanifTaries his frieods. I 
Cold him that the commiiTion was fomewhat deli- 
cate 5 that I had obtained my Turlcifti and Tartar 
guard, upon the footing of being perfeiSly neuter ; 
and that I would f un a ri(k of lofing it, and even 
the permiflion of going to the camp or the city, 
if I (hould prefume to lend pfovifions into a be- 
ficged fortrefs. 

He replied a little fharply, that if that could 
not be done, they muft go and forage, or make 
fallies upon the enemy to endeavmir to procure fub- 
Xiften^e. As I faw him a little moved, I aflured 
'him, that no^withftanding the danger and all the 
difficulties that I faw before me, I would do my 
beft to acquit myfelf of his orders, and after this 
aflurance we parted very good friends, if I may be 
allowed to ufe that familiar expreffion. 

Mr. Grothufen, when he cameoutfron) the King, 
urged me ftill more earneftly to do it, and after a 
pretty long difcourfe, we agreed that he ihould 
give me fome Jews and other traders, of whom be 
)iad always a good number at his heels, to treat 
with the JaniflTaries his friends, and that I would 
facilitate the affair as fad as I could. In effe^s 
dOhortly after, when I mounted my horfe to go 
home, I foutid my retinue enlarged with about a 
dozen qf Jews, Greeks, Armenians, £s?f . who ac- 
t^mpanied me to my houfe in the fuburb, iiom 
whence each of them went to his acquaintances, to 
'treat with them according to iheir inftru^ions from 
|yjr. Grotbufcn, Next morning I bad feveral Ja- 
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tiiflslHes dt tny levec, who offered me to caufe pro-^ 
Vifions to be fent to the camp, provided I would 
undertake for the payment. I fatisfied them on 
tlikt poirtt, by giving them my word that I would 
be .bound for it-, but at the fame time I pro- 
tefted, that if the affair fliould come to the know- 
ledge of the Kan and Bafhaw, 1 would abfolutely 
difavow my 'being concerned in it, either direftly 
Or indireftly. They all fwore upon their beards, 
that they would keep the fecret inviolably, and that 
they would not betray rhe if they (hould be di {co- 
vered themfelves, and told me, that all they afked 
of me was, that they might have recourfeto me in 
cafe Mr. Grothufen did not pay them, on which 
point we eafily agreed. That night, accordingly, 
they found means of carrying and fending by wag- 
gons, to the camp, a great quantity of all kinds 
of provifions and victuals, either by paffing thro* 
the Tartar parties without their perceiving them, 
or by bribing them with a promife of part of the 
profit. 

- Next day upon my arrival at the camp I received 
the thanks, not only of Mr. Grothufen,, but of the 
King himfelf, and this praftice was afterwards con^ 
tinued in fuch a manner, that they were in no want 
fef neceflaries. . I went almoft every day to the 
campj and once every two or three days to the 
city. ^ To do juftice to the Turks, and even to 
the Tartars, I muft here fay that they had all pof- 
fiMe reg'^fd for the guards that were given me, 
as I went freely from -the city, • or from my houfe 
to the camp ; and likewife returned, without their 
^ftifitt^ the lead obftade or difficulty as to my paf- 
fage, altho' I had fometlmes a retinue of 36 or 40 
pcrfons, even unknown to fnyfelf, who went and 
^ame about their own affairs. 

On t^e other hand, the King, whether for his 

diverlion, or not to lofe th^ habit of riding, did not 
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fail to take an airing every day with a rftihuv of 
30 or 40 officers, and to go 20 or 30 times refund 
all the Tartar polls that had been ftationed to block 
up his camp, as if he had been going the rounds 
to fee if they kept guard well. Thefc having a 
moft exprefs order not to touch the King or any of 
his retinue, gave way wherever they came^ and 
carefully avoided the committing of the leaft ho- 
ftility againft them. His Majefty having plainly^ 
afted offenfivcly, and driven fume Tartars before 
him to the vineyards, a report immediately fpread 
among the reft, that he was flyilig towards Pcdand ; 
and among the Swedes in the camp, that be had 
;ictacked the Tartars, or was attacked by them. 
This produced a very extraordinary effedl; for 
the Tartars and the gr^ateft part of the Swedes 
in the camp, ran confufedly ard pell-mell towards 
the vineyards; thefe to defend their King, and thofe 
to afTift their comrades ; fo that it would have 
been very eafy for the Turks to have furprifcd the 
camp almoft deftitute of men, if they had known 
how to come to a rcfolution on the fpot. Imme- 
diately upon hearing the noile, I mounted my 
horfe, and galloping towards the vineyards, with- 
out knowing well what I was ^ doing, I was 
much furprifcd to fee the King returning towards 
his camp at a flow pace, and furroundecl with fe- 
veral thoufand Tartars, very calmly, and with fo 
fmiling ap air, as if he had been making a trium- 
phant entry. I could not help declaring to him my 
anxiety, on account of fo extraordinary a proceed* 
ing ', but he only made iport of it, and fome days 
^fter having difcovered from the top of his houfe* 
half a dozen waggons loaded with provifions and 
drawn by oxen ; he ordered about 40 men> fbot- 
men and other volunteers to go and carry oflF that 
convoy, whether they really that day wanted pro- 
vifjQns in the cjmp, ah4 had f(;cretly agreed wit;^ 
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' the • Jaraffiiries ta attack them as they paflcd, or 
'. iviietfaer they really wanted to be the firft to bcgia 
hdftiJities. However k be, this party offering to 
force the Janiffaries who conduced the waggons, to 
go dre6Hy to the camp, they made a pretence of 
caliing the Tartars to their affiftance ; but as thefe 
durft not touch a Swede, according to the orders 
which we mentioned above, and the body of foot- 
men defended the waggons fword in hand, the Tar- 
tars with all their cries and dancing, could not hin- 
der the convoy from happily arriving at the camp.. 
Such is the prefent (late of affairs here, the confc- 
quences of which I am very apprehenfive of. The 
. couriers fet out a few days ago, and God knows 
^what will happen at their return. I (hall not fail 
1:0 inform you of it as foon as pofRble. Whene- 
ver we (hall have got over this kalabalik, I will de- 
mand my difpatches. Adieu, I am, &?r. 

P. S. I ftili doubt they will come to extremi- 
ties ; in the mean time they fcize all the King's 
people whom they find without the camp, and 
there are already more than 60 Swcdifh and Polifh 
prifoners in the City. I fend this at all hazards 
by Con(tantinople. 

L E T T E R XLVIII. 

To the Safne, 

■ *; SIR, Sender^ Feb. 15, 1713. 

THE two couriers I mentioned in my lad, re- 
turned here the tenth at ten at night. Be- 
ing one of the firft who heard of it, I came to town 
$hc next rooming very early, and learnt from their 

own 
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own mouths that things went on worfe and worie ^ 
chat a fecond great Divan had been held, and a 
Capigy ,Bacha appointed to carry the refolutions^ 
taken there, to the Han, and the Bacha, with 
an order for them to compel the King to depart, 
on pain of death. I afked them whether they had 
any letters for me, in anfwer to thofe I had fent by 
them. They told me they had not, but that one. 
of the Capigi Bacha's fervants had. I afterwards 
went to the Bacha, who not only confirmed what 
1 had already heard, but added alfo, that the King 
would have a bad time of it, if he did not come 
to an agreement before the arrival of the Capigi 
]Bacha -, and defired me to advife him to it. I 
^fluted him I would do all that lay in my power v 
iand begged of him to difpofe the Han to contri- 
bute to it ; which he promifed he would : feeing 
him very bufy with the difpatches he had received, 
I went home, and after dinner I waited on the King. 
His Majefty had already heard that things did not 
look well, and had even received fome propofals of 
accommodation from the Han, by Count Tarlo, 
to whom they were fent by a Myrfa. The.King 
feemed more eafy than I could have wiihed him in 
the prefent juncture, or rather he was fixed in his 
firft .refolution of waiting till the very laft extremi- 
ty. I know not whether he flattered himfelf that 
the Grand Signor's order was not fo pofitive as 
they pretended, becaufe they ftill propofed gentle 
mjethods, or that, (hould it be fo, the Janiflaries 
would not comply with it. Be that as it will, I 
went home very little fatisfied with the fuccefs of 
my commiflion, and fpent the night in great unea' 
fincfs, with my mind on the rack to find out fome 
expedient. The Capigi Bacha having made more 
difpatch than was cxpefted (being but five days in 
coming from Adrianople) arrived the next day, 
jand at noon I came to Bender. It was confirmed to 
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me .as well by the Cap^igi Bacha himfelf, whom I 
found, at the BachaV as'by the letters brought to 
me by one of his fervants* that a fecond divaa 
had been held at Adrianople, at which the Grand 
Signior had been prefent, as at the firft, and where- 
in it had been refolved that his Sublime Highnefs 
fhould fend an order to the Han and the Bacha, 
iiot only to allow no more delays to the King of 
Sweden, but to attack him as an enemy, at the 
rifle of maflacring him and his fervants, (hould they 
with rebellious arms oppofe their benefadors : and 
that this order, brought by the Capigi Bacha, was, 
like' the firft, accompanyed by a Fkfa of the 
Mufti, with great threats to the Han, and the 
Bacha, if they did not put it into innmediate exe- 
cution. In fad, the Bacha, to convince me of 
the truth, fhewed me, a large paper which he faid 
was the hattcherif, or imperial order, and which was 
explained to me. However, I begged of them to 
give tx\t leave to go to the camp,^]W make a final 
remonftrance ; which was granted,.^'pn condition it 
fhould be for the laft time; they ad(^ed that they 
would fend a Myrfa with a Turkilh Aga, to fum-» 
mon the King to furrender. 

I immediately made ufe of this permiffion to 
fpeak to the King before the arrival of thofe de-^ 
puties. I found his Majefty on horfeback at a good 
pittance from his entrenchments, between the city 
and the camp. As foon as he perceived me, he 
advanced full gallop, and taking me by the hand, 
made figns to his people that v/ere near him 
to flay behind : he afked me what news the 
Capigi Bacha had brought. I gave him an exafl: 
account of all "that I have mentioned above : 
after liftening to me with a great deal of pa- 
tience, hp aflied me, if I was really perfuaded that 
this order, which I faid I had feen, was the Grand 
gignipr's? Having anfwered him in the affirma- 
tive. 
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tive, he aflured tne that it was forged, and that his 
Sublime Highnefs knew nothing at alt of what 
palled at Bender. We had a great contcft thereup- 
on^ in which I alledged the ftrongeft things that 
my reafon and nsy zeal for his fervice could fug- 
geft. After alking him in my turn, whctherhc 
would depart, if I Ihould prove to him that it was 
pofitively the Grand Signer's. order; he anfwercd 
me with more warmth than common, that he would 
not depart even if ten other Capigi Bachas (hould 
come* I ,wcnt fo far as to fay, IVelly Sir, if your 
Majefty wiU not do what rtligion, reafcn, and your 
cwn glory require^ I have no more bufinefs htre, and 
Jhall retire. I confefs* that confidcring, in cold 
blood that I had in fome fort laid afide the re^ 
fped due to Majcfty, and feeing thatinftcadof be- 
ing angry, he anfwered me with mildncft^ This is 
not a time for us to be angry and to quarrel \ I was . 
afhamed of myJi'aftinefs; and begged his pardon, 
affuring him, ift^at it proceeded folely from my de- 
votion to his ifervice, and from the intereft I took " 
in his prcfervation. He replied, kindly prefling 
my hand, that he was convinced of it ; and that he 
hadalways been highly fati.'-fied with my conduft; 
I thanked him for his goodnefs, and our converfa* 
tion, which had begun with fo much heat and vi- 
vacity, ended with all the mildnefs and coolnefs 
imaginable. Wc were hardly arrived at the campv 
when the Myrfa and Aga came there: they a- 
lighted at Mr. Grothufcn*s, and I quitted the King, 
who went home, to wait for them. Mr. Gro- 
thufen and myfelf entertained them with all poffible 
civility; and coffee being ferved up^ Mr. Miillcrn, 
who had complimented them at their firft coming, 
went to give notice of their arrival to the King, to 
whom he faid all that his rhetoric could diftate, 
to foften him ; but it was with great difficulty he 

could 
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^uld prevail with Mm fo miKh as to fee them : nc- 
verchelefs he returned to fetch and condud them to 
hkn. -They, with greatciviJity, aflccd theKing hisfinal 
refoiution ; he anfwered with fome haughtinefs, that 
it was the fame as the firft ; upon which they with- 
drew, laying their hands upon their bread, and 
bending low, which is their manner of faluting; 
The priefts and fomc officers of diftindion, being 
informed of what had palled, made ufe of alt 
their eloquence to induce him not to fight 
and wage war with the Grand Sjgnior their 
benefadtor ; but inftead thereof to thank hicn, 
and depart honourably, lince there was yet time 
to do it : but whether they did not take pro- 
per methods with him, or that his imagination was 
fo delighted with the idea of an approaching fight, 
and that he was afraid to let the opportunity cf^ 
cape, they could not prevail ; but were ordered to 
befilent, afnd to withdraw if they would not fight 
with' him. I returned once more to the King, and 
feeing that I could not make the fmalleft impref- 
lion on him, I told him, that finding htm inva- 
riably: determined to feek death, I could do no left 
than follow him and bury myfclf with him in the 
camp. After making me a few little bows^ which 
was a great compliment in his way, he anfwtred me 
with a fmile, that I (hould be finely caught, if he 
took me at my word ; I afiured him, no, not at 
ally and that I would do what' I had juft had the 
honour to tell him. Finding that I was ferious, 
he would not confent to it, thinking me, Ifuppoie^ 
ftill able to do him fome fervice, or to lervethofe 
of his people who (hould cfcape from the fight. 
I quitted him to take leave of my friends, whom 
I found fo much the more aflfefted with our partings 
:as they thought that we Ihould never fte one ano- 
ther again; they gave me t-heir purfes, with other 
things of moil valuci to keep, and to return 

in 
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In cafe they Qiould have the good fortune ta 
cfcape the threatening danger. 1 did my beft to 
comfort them, and infpire them with as muc»^ 
courage as the prefent juncture would permit >f\ 
promifing to take all imaginable care for their li- 
berty if they Ihould happen to be taken prifo^ 
ners. 

As there was not much time to lofe, I went 
ftraight to the city, to make a final effort with the 
Tyrks : but I found that their refolution was ^1* 
ready taken to proceed in the execution of their 
orders, all the ftrccts being filled with Janiflaries, 
Topigis, or gunners, X.ipkas, or Turks, £sf^. 
It was with much difficulty I pafTed through the 
croud to the feraglio of the Bacha ; who, though 
he was very bufy in giving the necefTary orders, 
made me come into his chamber, where I found 
the Han, ,and the officers of the Porte who had 
brought the orders. I again began to make them 
fome propofals, but the Han immediately inter- 
rupted me, faying that I might fee plainly there 
was nothing more to be done with that beadofiron^ 
(Demir Bache) meaning the King of Sweden; and 
therefore he would advife me to go home, and not 
return to the camp, for fear of any accident 
in the confufion : the Bacha gave me the fame 
counfel, which I followed. In my way, I palTcii 
through a multitude of foldiers with their officers, 
who (hewed me all manner of civility, though I 
was dreffed like their enemies, that is to fay, in 
Swedifltk cloaths, with feveral of my people in 
the fame drefs. You may imagine the uneafinefs 
with which I waited the event of this day, which, 
to all appearance, would decide the fate of our Hero. 
Mean while, I had fome of my people in the camp^ 
ahd in the city, who gave me notice of what pafled i 
but that ceafed all on a fudden, and having fent 
to know the reafon, I learnt, that the jgates of the 

city 
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city had beeit (hut ; and that on the other bandy 

the King had ordered that none flipuld ftir out of 

his camp, and that he would receive no more pro- 

pofals. Soon after, I heard great cries of Allah 

on the fide of the city, which is the ordinary fig- 

nal of the Turks, when they go to an attack^ 

•which convinced me that an attack would really 

be made. In faft, an hour after, the gates being 

(hut towards the fouth, and, the Tartars having 

prefled more clofely on the Swedifli camp, the Turk* 

marched out of the city to attack it in the follow-* 

ing order. 

1. The Janiflaries^ in number abouf three thou- 
fand. 

2. Ten or twelve field pieces with fome ammuni- 
tion-waggons, attended by a number of Topigis. 

3. The Bacha, with the Bauyouck-Imraour^ the 
^cbiaous Bacha, and their retinue, very well 
mounted. 

The march was clofed by the Han, with the 
Sultan Galga, his eldeft fon, divch Myrfas^ Tar- 
tars, and CircaJJians. Thefe laft \yere exceedingly 
well mounted, and very handfome, as are gene-^ 
rally all thofe of their nation, fo famous for the beauty 
of both fexes. In this order they paffcd through 
a kind of a fuburb, called Lipkana banna, where I 
lodged. 

Being arrived at a little diftance from the gamp^ 
the Janiflaries put themfelves in battle array; the 
artillery was planted before the Bacha's tent, or' 
at leall below his guard. The Han and the Bacha 
being encamped, and their troops drawn up, they 
fent an Aga to fignify to the ICing, that every 
thing was ready to attack him, if he would not 
change his refolution. This Aga addreflTed hinv 
felf to Mr. de Grothufen, who went and acquaint- 
ed the King. His Majefty would not fee the Turk, 
but ordered him to be told that he a!fo was ready 
to defend himfelf. However he permitted Mr. dc 

Gro^ 
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Grothufen to go to the Han, and the Bacha. The 
former eagerly a(ked him, whether the King was 
willing to depart ? To which Grothufen anfwcrcd, 
that ic was all he defired. But when? added he« 
Grothufen replied, when his Majefty was ready, 
which he hoped to be able to tell them in three 
days; and this was all the delay he aflced. The Han 
replied in a paflion, ^' That this was ftill the old 
*' fong ; that agreeably to the orders of the Grand 
*' Signor, it muft be that hour; and for that purpofe 
** it behoved his Majcfly to come immediately to 
** thern/' Mr. de Grothufen, with all his natu- 
ral coolnefs, loft all patience at this imperious be- 
haviour of the Han, and afked him, for whom he 
took the King of Sweden ? whether he thought 
him a man to be intimidated, and come and kifs 
his papoucbe or dipper ? Eide tbeik Guiaoury ** Be 
•' gone, infidel," returned the Han. The Bacha, 
who was prefent all the time, and who had a liking 
for Mr. de Grothufen, mildly told him, that he was 
very forry that the Grand Signor*s orders permit- 
ted no delay; upon which Mr. Grothufen with- 
drew, very little fatisfied with the interview. In 
the mean time, the hautboys, drums, kettle-drums, 
and other warlike mufick of the Turks, were 
heard ; and the King, not to be behind hand with 
them, had ordered five or fix trumpeters to the 
top of his houfc, who anfwered them. 

Incenfed by Mr. de Grothulen^s reply, the Han 
gave immediate orders for the cannon to fire; 
which did no other harm than killing one of the 
poor trumpetters, who was playing the antick on 
the top of the houfe. Mr. de Grothufen, who was 
well known to the Janiflaries, as he pafled through 
their ranks, .took it in his head to harangue them 
in their own bnguage, which he underftood very 
well : he fpoke to them pretty much in thefe 
terms: *^ I am aftoniihed to fee you in arms, not 
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*^ 2igi<{n(l your enemies, but againft youi* bed 
** friends ; againft thofe you have fo often calkd 
cardafeWer, or brothers, who have ioaded yoU 
with prefcnts. To your mortal enemies th€ 
•• Mulcovites, you have given^ quarter, and 
" peace, with all things neceffary for their fub-» 
" fiftance and their return home^ at the fame 
" time that you refufe to your brothers a (hort dc* 
*^ lay of three days, which is all that I have afked 
*• <3f the Han and of the Bacha, who having, it 
" fhould feem, lefolved to deliver up his Majcfty 
*^ to his enemies, exceed the Grand Signior's orders^ 
which, to fay the leaft, have been obtained from 
hi^ Sublime highnefs on falfe reports/' This 
/peccb,. pronounced with much foftnefs and elo- 
quence, by a man fo dear to the Janiflaries, joined 
to fome money which he threw among them^ 
produced a very good effed. Mean time the can* 
nonading grew hotter, but without doing any da« 
mage. The Han, and the Bacha, feeing the King 
ftill firm in his firft fentimentSj ordered the 
Janiflaries to attack the Swedilh intrenchments i 
and their captains preflfing them on, inftead of 
obeying, they faced about, crying ^^ Otmas^ Olmas^ 
" That (hall not be i'* one of them even wounded 
an officer who would force them to go on. They went 
in a confufed manner to the tents of the Bachai 
and the Han, declaring that they would not at- 
tack the King^ and that the time he aike*d Ihould 
be granted hitii ; fome added that the order was 
forged, 6?f. 

You may eafily judge; how much the Han wai 
piqued at this change of the fcene : he reproach- 
ed the Baftia with his weaknefe for the Swedes $ and 
want of flrmnefs in the execution of the Grand Sig-- 
niof s orders \ adding, that if he^ knew no bettcf 
how to make himfelf obeyed by the Janiflaries^ 
ht ^ould mailer the King of Sweden with his Tar-* 
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tars. The Baflia excufed himfelf as well as he 
could,, reprefcnting the danger of irritating fuch 
a militia, who had arms in their hands ; and bid 
him have patience only till the next morning ^ 
and that in the mean titiie he would find a way to 
make them alter their minds. Upon which the 
Han quitted him abruptly, and affembling his prin- 
cipal Myrfas, held a divan to confidcr of means 
to force the King to depart. Mean while, the 
Ba{ha bid the Janiflary-Aga and the other officers 
of the JaniflTaries to lead them back into the city, 
in the gentlcft- manner and bcft order they could ; 
which was happily performed, and all returned, 
except the Han, and his Myrfas, with the artil- 
lery, i^c. in the fame order they had marched out. 
I had judged proper to flay at home, that I 
might feem to obferve an exaft neutrality, but I had 
my fcouts abroad, who had acquainted me with all 
that paffed between the two camps ; and I foon 
perceived the whole Turkifh army return back to 
the city without having done any thing againft the 
King : fcveral of the Janiflaries who knew me, 
fired their mufkets in the air, in token of joy 
as they pafied before my door : fome even came 
out of their ranks to fpeak to me, and aflced if I 
was not very well pleafed with their behaviour, 
and their friendfhip for the King of Sweden ; ad- 
ding, that if they were again urged to attack him, 
without firft giving him time, or without (hewing 
them the pofitive and indifputable orders of his 
Sublime Highnefs, they would proceed to farther 
extremities. I anfwered their compliment with all 
poffible circumfpeftion ; I thanked them for their 
afTedion to the King, but defireB them not to 
fpoil things by too much fprwardnefs. I thought 
proper to ufe this caution, becaufe I was not fure 
but their vifit might be a fnare to difcover my fenti- 
mcnts. However, I faid enough, if not to ani- 
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iftate .' them againft their leaders, at leaft to 
attach. them more ftrongly to the King. The Ba* 
Iha, as he came back, feemed more fcrious than be- 
fore ; and I could perceive In his Jooks anger and 
chagrin for what had happened. 

1 his little army being returned into the City, all 
the gates were fliut, and a double guard placed, 
compered of^trufty Janiflaries, An hour after- 
wards I learnt that it had been refolved in the divan 
held h^ the Han, to attack the King by break of 
dly, without the Janiffaries, and in the mean tim6 
to amufe him all night with fkirmifhes j aftd that 
the feymans, or guards of the Han, and his belt 
troops, were to force the King's entrenchments 
fword in hand. But the Balha, who likewife held 
a divan in his own houfe, where the bearers of or* 
ders, and the Janiffary-Aga had affifted, having 
acquainted him with the refult of it, he fufpended 
his orders ;. and towards nine or ten o'clock at 
night, one Savari, of Flemifli extradion and inter- 
preter to the King, came back from Adrianople^ 
from whence Mr. Funk and General Poniatowfky 
had found means to difpatch him, though them- 
fclves were under arreft. He brought feveral let- 
ter's to the King, for Mr. Miillern, Mr. Grothufen, 
and nnyfelf. He applied to a well-affecled Turk, 
to deliver m.e his difpatches, being afraid to fhe\V 
himfelf ; this Turk brought them to me, and I 
cntrufted them with the Tartar officer who was given 
me for a fafegua'rd, to whom I gave ten ducats, 
and promifed as many more, if he cpuld find 
means to deliver them into Mr. Grothufen's own 
hands : he promifed me to do his beft. The let- 
ters of my correfpondents reprcfented the melan- 
choly fituation of our affairs, " that the Grand 
Signior had reiterated his orders, to carry off the 
King by force, at all events, into Theffalonica, 
" fcfr. ' 
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I was greatly furprized at feeing an interpreter 
of the Han come to roc at eleven at night;, inftead 
of the officer I had cntrufted my letters with (who 
had been taken in attempting to pafs to the Swedilh 
camp). This interpreter reproached me very much 
in the Han's name, for correfponding with the 
Swedes, though he had forbid me ; and particu* 
larly for a note that I had fent with the King's 
letters, and thofe of the other perfons abdve-men'- 
tioned. This note contained very ftrong argu- 
ments and exhortations to the King to yield to tLe 
Grand Signior's pleafure -, but it ended with fome 
invc<5lives againft the Han •, which I confefs was not 
prudent at this jundure. I had the addrefs to 
tear oflF, unperccived by the interpreter, the laft 
lines of my note, which the interpreter had had the 
imprudence to deliver to me, and boldly anfwered, 
that the Han was much to be blamed, to reproach 
me with correfponding with the Swedes, fince he 
might fee by the note itfelf, if he could read Ger- 
man, that 1 laboured only to accommodate matters, 
which we all fo ftrongiy wiflied. He returned more 
fatisBed than he had reafon to be, and took back 
the note to (hew it, upon what I had faid, to his 
matter, who knew but too well the contents, and 
had given it to him only to confound me, in cafe 
I Ihoiild deny it ; for the Han had all the letters, 
that were found with the note, opened and ex^- 
plained to him by a German interpreter, whom he 
kept. He had not forgot it, but diredly per- 
ceived, as I have learned fince, that it was' not 
come back out of my hands whole } and greatly 
fcolded the bearer. 

A little after this, having difguifcd myfclf as a 
Janiffary, to go to ^eak to the interpreter Savari, wHo 
was concealed in one of the houfes in the fuburb, I 
was much furprized to hear a great noife at my door, 
and fending to know what was the matter, I was 
much more fo to fee a Myrfa enter with about forty 
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Tartars, who after a very rough compliment told 
me, he had orders from the Han to arreft me, and 
deliver me up to the Bafha, as foon as the city 
gates fhould be opened. I anfwered him cooly, 
that I had nothing to reproach myfelf with, neither 
had I any thing to fear ; and that I would not only- 
willingly put myfelf into the BaOia's hands, but even 
into thofe of the Han, to give an account of my ac- 
tions. 1 made the Myrfa fit down, and h^d fome cof- 
fee and ftrong waters ferved up, which he feemed not 
todiQike, and afterwards prefenting him with an old 
watch, of which theoutfide was the beft, I fo far gain- 
ed his favour, that he gave me leave to go out, on 
pretence of (peaking to Count Tarlo, to theJPa- 
latine of Kiovia, and other Polifh Lords, who had 
put themfelves under the Jian's protedion, and 
who, to avoid being involved in the danger that 
thrcatned the Swedes, lodged in the fame fuburb ; 
but it was Savari only whom I wanted to fee. I 
reckoned that I fhould learn from him feveral par- 
ticulars which might be of fome ufe to me, againft 
the King's obftinacy, in cafe I could obtain once 
more the liberty of fpeaking to his Majefty. This 
interpreter confirmed to me, but too fl:rongly, what 
had paflfed at the Porte, in relation to the King. 
Between three and four in the morning, I came 
home, and found the' Myrfa fmoking his pipe, and 
more uncafy than when I left him. He made me 
fome reproaches upon my (laying fo long, but I 
foon appealed him by faying that if even the Flan 
knew that I was gone to thofe gentlemen, he would 
take no umbrage at it, fince tht y vyere his friends 
and under his proteftion. I advifed him to repofe 
himfelf for a few hours, and that I would do the 
fame till the city gates iDhould bp opened ; giving 
orders to my people, as he nrnght do to his, to 
awake us a little before that time. He agreed to 
it, and being awaked by break of day, I put on a 
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Swedifh drefs, and we mounted our horfes wtth bis 
forty men. Having alighted at the Baffia'i, we 
found him up, or rather he had not lain down, the 
reafon of which I fhall mention by and by. He 
was in a little kiojk of his palace, that looks to the 
Niefter: the Myrfaand I went in, leaving the Tar- 
tar guard at the door. As foon as he faw nje, he 
aflced the Myrfa what was the matter ; and being 
informed of it, he made him withdraw, that I 
might be at liberty to tell my ftory. I complained 
much of the manner in which the Han treated me. 
After hearing me with great coolnefs and gravity, 
he warned me carefully to avoid giving the Han 
any reafon to bear me a grudge ; for he was vio- 
lent and pafiionate, and had it in his power to 
make me repent it. Afterwards, ordering the 
Myrfa to be called in, he told him to make his 
compliments to the Han, and that he would be 
anfwerable for my pcrfon and conduft. As the 
Wyrfa went away I had the fatisfaftion to fee the 
nar of his Tartars attacked and driven away, like 
a herd of bufFalos, by the Baflia's Janiffaries, with 
their long ftaves, the only arms they carry when 
upon guard : the Janiffaries were not only well 
difpofed in my favour, but hold the Tartars in fo- 
vereign contempt. The Bajfha told me, half an 
hour afterwards, that I might return home, and 
mske myfelf eafy, but not to meddle any more 
with the King of Sweden's affairs, fince he very well 
faw that he was bent on bringing matters to the 
lad extremity. Neverthelels, I begged of him 
tiiat I might go once more to the camp, and make 
^ final effort. He to'd me I co«ld not do it with- 
out the Han's confent, and that it was needlefs to 
atlc it ', fo after thanking him I returned home. 
He had not flept all night, as I havefaid, but had 
tn:ployed it in ftriking a mafterly blow. The 
firft 01 del s lie gave after the Janiffaries were return- 
ed 
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cd to the cityj was, that the gates (hould be (hut, 

and that after the laft evening prayer, every one 

fliould go to his refpeftive lodgings. He then 

:Jield a divan, at which Bouyouk-Imraour, the 

Tchiaous-Baftaw, and the Capigi-Bafhaw aflifted : 

after* which, when cVery body was afleep, he or- 

•dercd thirty of themoft mutinous of the Janiflaries, 

to be ftrangled in their beds, during their firft fleep, 

and afterwards thrown into the river with a Jarge 

ftone faftened to their necks. At break of day, a 

little before the opening of the gates, he had af- 

iembled, according to the refolution taken in the 

divan, all the furbagys, bdabachis, colonels, and 

' the . principal officers of the Janiflaries, and the 

oldeft of the private men, and producing the hat- 

chcrif of the Grand Signicr, caufed it to be read 

.by a cady, faying, * that any one might come and 

examine the feal and fignature, and convince 

himfelf that it was an original and genuine order, 

not a forged one, a? fome had dared to call it, 

to countenance their rebellion. That they had 

incurred the guilt of high-treafon, and confe- 

quently were looked upon as feparated from their 

wives, and ranked in the number of infidels; that 

in quality of Serafkier he could not avoid giving 

notice thereof to the Sublime Porte, and that 

they had nothing to expedbut a terrible tempefl:, 

which hung ov^r their heads, if they did not 

repent of their faults, and immediately execute 

the orders of the Grand Signior againft the King 

of Sweden, who was become unworthy of his 

favour, and of his imperial friendship, by his 

refiftance to his Highnefs*3 will, who wanted 

only to co.:duft him in fafety to his own country. 

That he himfelf was very forry to be reduced to 

ufe violence ; and that he Ihould be greatly pleaf- 

ed if the King would of himfelf quit the place 

where he was, that he might write to the Porte, 
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CaUkly (tx> ufe the Bafha's term) that is to' fay^ He 
is decampings he is fecting out ; but that having 
never been able to perfuade him to it ^ to a£fc 
fo.wife a part and (o agreeable to his own intereft i 
he advifed theni as a friend, to take advantage 
of the confidence which that Prince had always 

f)laced in them, to induce him to take this refo* 
ution, whilft it was yet time ; by propofing to 
him to put himfelf into their hands, and go with 
them, ii he thought proper, and plead his cauie 
before the divan at Adrianople, &r. that if in fpice 
of all this, he ftill perfifted in his obftinacy, be 
hoped that they would .make no difficulty 
to attack him, and that they ought to confider 
what riches were in the Swedifh camp, from his 
SubUme Highnefs's liberality, who had made ib 
many prefents to the King of Sweden, ill horfes^^ 
rich harnefs, caparifons, fabres, and money : be* 
fides which, every private perfon had a great 
deal of ready money, jewels, furniture, equi- 
pages, horfes, 6fr. that all this would fall to 
them, as well as the Swedes they fhould take 
prifpners, who would become their flaves. That 
he advifed them once more, to reflect upon it 
for their own fakes, and as foon as was pofllbte 
to go and fpcak to the King, and conjure him 
by his plighted word, and by the orders of the 
Grand Signior, not to let himfelf fufFer violence 
for his obftinacy/ This long fpeech of the Ba- 
flia produced the efFeft which might be cx- 
pefbed ; the Janifiaries anfwered unanithoufly, 
that all that he faid was jufl: and reafonable, and 
that they would take it upon them to make the King 
depart of his own accord, or they would force him 
to it. 

When I returned home, I lay down drefled 
»nd booted, to take a little reft ; but my mind 
W4s fo diftraded with what bad pafTed, and fo un- 
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eafy about whtt was ftill co happen, that I fcarce^y 
dumberedy when about nine in the morning I was told 
that a number of JanifTaries defired to fpeak with me. 
I was agreeably furprized, on coming out of mj 
room, to fee between fifty and fixcy officers of the 
Japifiaries, moft of them of my acquaintance, with 
their long beards, and each of them a white (lafFin 
his hand. They acquainted me with what had pafied 
between the Baflia and them, and added, '^ that 
they were going to the camp, as mefiengers of 
peace, which their white ftaves, without any 
** other arms, plainly (hewed ; that they would 
offer their fervlces to the King, and afTure him, 
in the name of their whole corps, that they were 
ready to attend and guard him as the apple of 
their eye, whether he chofe to go to Adrianople, 
to fpeak himfelf to the Sultan, or to return to 
his own country ; and that they would 
fooner be cut in pieces, than fuffer any harm 
** to be done to him." I applauded their zeal, 
and generous principles, and wifhed them all the 
fuccefs they hoped for. I wrote to Mr. Grpthu* 
fcn to fecond their oflFers and propofals to the King, 
and I fent my interpreter with them to fee what 
pafied. Some time after, I mounted on horfeback 
to meet them on their return ; but how great was 
my furprize at feeing them come back in lefs thw 
half an hour, fome with dejedtion, others with rage 
in their looks. I haftily afked them what was the 
matter ? one of them anfwered me bluntly ; Sueie 
Kralldeli oldgu^ The King of Sweden is turned mad : 
others fhaking their heads called him, Demir Bacbe^ 
Head of Iron. I was aftonifhed at their words, 
after the converfation I had with them juft before ; 
tut I learnt by my interpreter, that coming to the 
entrenchments where General Hordh was, and afk- 
ing to fpeak with the King, . to acquaint him with 
their errand } that General, who was reckoned to 
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be the only one who flattered the King in -bis de- 
fign, of oppofing force with force, went and in- 
formed him of their meffage. His Majefty fent him 
back to tell them, that, // they did not depart^ he 
nvouldgive orders to fire upon their beards^ or to. ^ 
cut ^ff their beards. If thofe were the King's words, 
you muft confefs, that it was not prudent for the 
general to repeat them, for it was the moft infult- 
inganfwer that could be made to the people of the 
Eaft, and the moft provoking : accordingly, they 
were highly incenfed. This chagrined me much, 
and confirmed the thought which occurred to me 
during the converfation and difputcs which I had 
with the King, upon his inflexible refolution to 
come to the greatell extremities^ namely, that he not 
only promifedhtmfelf pleafure and glory in engage- 
ing in a battle in which his forces were fo much in- 
ferior to thofe of the Turks ; but that he had taken 
it into his head, to do,an adtion fo aftonifhing, as 
to be hardly credited by pofterity. In faft, thofe 
meffengers of peace became, all on a fudden mini- 
afters of war ; for no fooner had they entered the 
city, than they made ready to execute the Grand 
Signior*s orders, by girding on their fabrcs and their 
other arms. Some time after, we perceived the 
army in the fame order as the day before^ except 
the Han, who had ftaid in his tent ; and what made 
mealfo fear that the affair would prove ferious, and 
that we fliould not get over it cheaply, was, a ful- 
Icn filence, which prevailed every where, and that 
the mufic was never heard during the whole march. 
Upon which the Polifti Lords went again to im- 
plore the proteftion of the Han, which they ob- 
tained. 

The Bafha, when he came near the camp, drew up 
the Janifiaries along that fideof theSwedifh entrench- 
ments which was weakeft ; and having ordered thear- 
tiikry to be brought to bear upon the King's boufe, 
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better than the day before v it began to fire verY 
briikly : after which he gave orders for the attacks 
which were almoft as foon executed as given, for 
the entrenchment was direftly forced, either from 
the unequality of numbers between the befiegers 
and the befieged ; or, what is moft likely, becaufe 
the Swedes made no rcfiftance; or, in faft, as 
I heard feveral people fay, that they fuffered 
themfelves to be impofed on by the aflurances of 
fome Janiflaries, who were near enough to make 
them preftnts of tobacco and coffee, aifuring them 
that things would pafs as on the preceding day. 
Be that as it will, it is certain, that all thofe who 
guanded the entrenchments, were the firft who were 
made prifoners, or furrounded, without firing a 
fhot, or drawing a fword: every thing that was 
- found in the ^houfe was plundered. 

During thefe la'anfadions, the King, who was on 
horfeback with a fmall number of officers, was 
prefent in all places, where the danger was moft 
preffing, and his people gave way moft, to ani- 
mate them by his example, and by his words. 
But feeing them furrender without making any de- 
fence, arid thoufands of Turks and Tartars pour- 
ing into the camp; he found his only refource left, 
was to defend his houfe; accordingly clapping fpurs 
to his horfe, he made his utmoft efforts to get to 
it; but in an inftant he was furrounded in fuch a 
manner with Janiffaries, who wanted to feizc his 
perfon, that he hardly could advance one ftcp. 
. Neverthelefs, he forced his way through the crowd, 
attacking them fword in hand, at the head of a 
fmall number of his people who followed him ; 
cutting, and backing, on right and left, every 
thing i\\2X oppofed them ; at length he got to a 
door of his houfe, where after he had haftily a- 
lighted from his horfe, he fell down, A Janif- 
fary who had been WQunded, difcharged his piftol 
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fo near to his head, though it was aimed at 
General Hordh (who was endeavouring to enter 
with the King, and who, as he has faid fince, haci 
wounded him) that the bail grazed his nofe and 
the tip of his ear, and Tinged his eyebrows. The 
King found means to get up, and continuing to 
' keep off with his fword, the crowd of Turks and 
Tartars, as did the few who followed him ; he got 
into his houfe, the door of which was opened to him 
by Colonel Chamber, attended by five or fix men, 
who defended the entrance of it againft the Turks, 
who had loft ten or twelve men, three of whom his 
Majefty had killed, or mortally wounded, with his 
own hand. The King being entered, followed by 
a gentleman of the court, a corporal of the dra* 
bans, and two drabans, feveral inferior officen» 
dragoons, and valets, in all about thirty people; 
the door was (hut. He was much furprifed, that 
having left in. it a garrifon of a hundred mcrij 
he (hould find no more than two and twenty ; and 
to learn that the Turks and Tartars, coming in at 
the windows, had made prifoners of all this gar- 
rifon, excepting thefe few, who had retired and 
entrenched themfelves, as it were, in the apart- 
ment of Marfhal Duben, which they held out a- 
gainft the enemy, who had pillaged the other 
apartments. 

The King muftered his people that came in with 
him, and the remains of the garrifon, which might 
make up all together about forty two fighting 
men 5 the chief of which were Colonel Chamber, 
already named, the Drabants, Wolbcrg and Axel 
Bofen, Mr. de CliflcndbrfF, chamberlain to the 
King, Mr. Palmberg, a gentleman of the court, 
and Mr. Erenpreus, fecretary of the chancery; 
After reviewing them, and endeavouring to ani- 
mate them by promifes of great preferment, he or- 
dered the door of the outer chamber tQ be opened, 
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which he found full of Janiflaries : notwithftand- 
ing the inequality of numbers, he did not hefitace 
to attack them, putting feveral to the fword, and 
forcing the reft to leap out of window. He next 
ordered the door of the great hall to be broke open, 
which, like the other, was filled with a greater 
multitude •, to the number I have been told, of a- 
bove three hundred Janiffaries, who were plunder- 
ing the furniture; amongft which was the King's 
plate, which had been faved at Pultowa. Their 
number did not hinder his Majefty from inn- 
mediately attacking them with his fmall company. 
The Janiflaries did all they could to overpower this 
balttalion, and feparate the King from it ; and were 
adually very near making themfelves matters of his 
f>erfon, if he had not killed two Janiflaries, and 
wounded a third ; who being irritated by his wound^ 
with one ftroke of His fabre cut quite through a 
fur cap his Majefty wore, and would have fplit his 
fcull, if he had not grafped the fabre with his 
left hand, on which he received a flight wound. 
He had hardly cfcaped this danger, but another 
body of them furrounded him, and undoubtedly 
would have taken him, if feveral of his people 
had not difengagcd themfelves from thofe they 
were fighting with, and run to his afliftance. See- 
ing him fclf again at the head of his battalion, he 
charged the Janiflaries with fo much courage, that 
in lefs than an hour he made himfelf mafter, not 
only of the grand faloon, biit of the audience 
chamber alfo^ and of the whole houfe ; after put- 
ting to the fword all who made refiftance. A poor 
Janiflaryj frighted probably at this tragick fcene, 
and who had hid himfelf under the King's bed^ 
would have fliared the fame fate, if he had not 
embraced' the King's knees, crying Aman, aman, 
that is to fay, quarter or pardon. The King grant- 
ed it, on condition he would go and tell the Ba- 
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cha, and the Han, what he had feen: which 
having fworn to perform faithfully, the King him- 
fclf helped him to get out at a window. And here 
I muft do the juftice to the Janiffaries in general, 
to fay, that excepting him whom I have fpokcn 
of (who was exafpcrated by the wound he received 
from the King) not one attempted his life, tho' by 
fparing it, fcveral loft their own lives : and this, 
from fome remains of afFeftion to him, as they 
pretended, or to gain eight or ten ducats, which the 
Bacha had promifed to whofoever Ihould aflift in 
taking him alive. Be that as it will, the King, 
feeing himfelf thus mafter of the whole houfe, 
ordered the doors and windows to be barricaded a- 
new, and had embrafures made to fire upon the 
affailants. The Turks, not a little furprifed at 
what had paffed, and at what the Janiflary, whofe 
life the King fpared, had reported to them, held 
a kind of council of war ; in which, readily judg- 
ing that it would ftill coft them a great number of 
people if they fhould pcrfift in their dcfign of car- 
rying off the King from his houfe ; on a fudden 
they changed the fcene. The cannon, which at firft 
had fired but by intervals, now battered the houfe 
with the greatelt fury. You will perhaps be fur- 
prifed how this houfe was not beat down, and le- 
velled with the ground: but you muft know, that 
bcfides that the walls were of a confiderable thick- 
nefs, the bricks were fo foft, that the cannon balls 
only made holes, without doing any other damage. 
In the mean time, the King, who wanted neither 
for powder nor ball, (with which he had found 
means,during the blockade, to fill all theftore-rooms) 
made frequent difcharges upon the Turks through 
the windows and embrafures, and killed many. 

This manoeuvre laftcd till towards night; the 
Turks were much furprifed at their fmall progrefs, 
and that it fhould coft them almoft as many people 
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to , attack him at a diftancc, as when they had 
tried to feize his perfon within the houfe. 

At laft they bethought themfdves of an expe- 
dient, which was, to fade n matches and other com- 
buftibles to the arrows of the Tartars, a fliower of 
which was in an inflant poured on the roof of the 
houfe 5 which confifting only of a few thin planks 
joined together, it foon took fire, and the whole 
in a few minutes was in flamesj and, in theifluc, 
confumed to the value of upwards of two hundred 
thoufand crowns, in rich prefents made to the King 
by the Grand Signor, the Han, and the Vifirs ;. 
confifting of tents, fabres, faddles and bridles a-, 
domed with jewels, rich houfings, and harnefTes. 

The King, afraid left the fire ftiould gain the 
cieling, went up with fome of his people to ex- 
tinguifli it, if poflible-, but having nothing in the 
houfe but fome bottles of wine and brandy, and 
there being no way to pull down the roof» 
he was obliged to return to his apartment, from 
whence he fired anew upon the Turks, as if no- 
thing had happened. They were the more fur- 
prifcd, as they imagined that he had a mind to 
bury himfelf in the ruins of his palace. At lafl:,. 
the whole houfe appeared to be nothing but a funeral 
pile on fire, in which this hero feemed to iivc 
and gather new ftrength, like a falamander. The 
flames having at laft: reached the cieling, in a 
few moments feveral pieces of burning wood fell 
upon the befieged ; who feeing the prcfllng dan- 
ger, befought the King not to be fo cruel to his 
perfon as to fuffer it to perifti in the flames. He 
aflured them that there was no danger as long as 
their cloaths did not take fire ; exhorted them to 
have patience, and animated them to defend them- 
felves to the laft man, and rather to die like brave 
men, than fall into the hands of their enemies ; 
promifing, at the f^me time, great rcwarUsto thofe 
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who fliould follow his example and not yield ; 
but it fhould feem that the heat of the fight and 
his heroic ardour, hindered him from perceiving 
the contradidlion there was between what he re^ 
quired, and what he pronriifed : mean while, the 
danger hourly encreafed, and it was much to b^ 
feared that the cieling falling, would bury them in 
flames; fome large coals having already fallen 
upon the King himfelf, every body preffed him 
again, to quit the place and force his way through 
the Turks and Tartars and fave himfelf, whilft it 
was yet dark, amongft the vines. I do not know 
what might have happened, if the Drabant Axel 
Rolen had not took it into his head to tell him that 
it was far better to did with arms in their hands 
like brave men, in the midlt of the enemy, than 
€0 perifli in cold blood among the flames ; that 
at fifty paces diftance, there ftood a houfe built of 
ftone with a flat roof, called the new Chancery, where 
there would be no fear of fire ; that if the whole 
body would fally out in clofe ranks, each man 
with bis fword in his right hand, and a piftol in 
his left,, and clear his way through the Turks and 
Tartars, it would be an eafy matter to reach it, 
and hold out another much longer fiege. Whe-^ 
tber the idea of this new fight tempted the King, 
or that he believed the thing to be really praftica- 
ble, or that he perceived, he fliould be no longer 
maAer of his people, and that they would aban* 
don him in the houfe alone, if he fhould obfti* 
nately remain in it, he confented to the propofaf. 
He then formed a kind of battalbn of his little 
gariiibn, and putting himfelf at their head^ fallied 
out the firfl! with his drawn fword ; but advanc- 
ing with too much ardor, and being by that means 
fepatated from the reft, he unfortunately fell down ; 
whether it was occafioned by a piece of wood being 
in the way, or, as fdme people fay, that a poor 
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frighted cook took him by his belt and made hltti 
fall; the Janiffarics, who were upon the watchi 
threw themfclves upon him, and at length dlf;irn1cd 
him, though not without much troilblc. 

Be that as it will, fuch was the manner, in which 
this hero fell into thfe hands of his enemies ; ^yhat 
is moft extraordinary, is, that as fodn as he fa\«r 
himfcif difarmed, in an inftant from being all fire^ 
he bccarhe quite calm. 

He direftly aflcecT who had taken hinii, and btf- 
ing told it was the Janiflaries, ht feemed fatisfiedi 
for he had a great averfion to the Tartars, and it 
Was that which made hirti alk the queftioil. 

The Bafliaw received him at the entry of his 
tent with all pcffible refpeft, and delired him to 
fit down, which 4s always the firfl: compliment a- 
mong the Turks at ^ Vifit. The King did ndt 
comply, but chofe rathef to Aand accbrdirig to his 
cuftom; altho' the heat and length of the battle muiS 
certainly have fatigued him. The Bafliaw theti 
made a great many excufes td his Majefty for the 
extremities to which he had been obliged tb come^ 
and thanked God for his prefefvation. The King 
on his fide made others, for his people's ndt having 
fought better -, adding that if all his retinue had 
but done as he and the few that were in hi5 hoiifd 
afted, he would not have taken him for a long 
time. The Bafhaw anfwered that they had buc 
too well defended themfelves, and that it had coft 
him more than 200 flain, both Turks and Tartars j 
to which the King replyed, that was nothing iri 
comparifon of what would have ^happened, if liis 
people had fecondcd his ardour. This extraordi- 
nary converfation would have ftill proceeded much 
farther, if the BalhaW had not deflred the King to 
mount a fine Turkilh horfe richly cdparifoned 
in the manner of the country, then at the door 
of the tent, which he did, and proceeded to thtf 
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city, furrounded with a great number of Turkifh 
officers and JanifTaries ; and there alighted at tlie 
Bafliaw's houie, who had caufed one of his beft 
apartments to be prepared for him. During the 
adion, I had remained with Mr. JefFeries, at the 
back door of his houfe which looked towards the 
King's camp -, and we were every moment inform- 
ed of what paffed, by fome Emiflarics whom we 
had among the Turks and Tartars, but efpecially 
by a gentleman named de la Motraye, whom I 
had brought from Conftantinople with me, and 
lyho was a traveller, and very curious to know C' 
vents: having gone on horfeback difguifed as a 
Tartar to fee the adlion, he came from time to 
time to give us an account of it. My fears and 
anxiety now gave place to my hopes, and confidering 
the facrifice of more than 100 men that the Turks 
had made to take his Majefty sdivCj without kil- 
ling more than 1 5 of his men, I no longer faw 
any thing to fear, excepting as to the purfe, in order 
to deliver the prifoncrs, fevcral of whom had already 
been offered to be fold to me by their matters. I 
muft confefs indeed, that in refped to them, it was 
to me one of the moft afFefting fights, to fee a- 
mong others on the day of the a^ion, fevcral 
Tartars on horfeback leading their prifoners cou- 
pled together like dogs; among thefe were feveral 
generals and young Swedilh officers of the firft 
. quality, as Meff. Sparre, DahldorfF, and Hordh ; 
the counts Bielke, 6?f. who addreffed themfelvcs 
to me, to entreat me to have pity on them and 
purchafe them. I gave them all the afTurances in 
my power, and I promifed to do my utmoft to 
ferve them. At the fame time I recommended 
them to the Turks and Tartars, to whom they 
belonged, who promifed to be reafonable and to 
take care of them. I nevcrthelefs could not help 
laughing to fee feveraf Tartars ridiculouQy drelTcd 
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Jike l^rge apes, to which they had no fmall refem^ 
biance^ wearing the Bne laced cloaths which they had 
fei?«ed, above their coarfe ftieeps-lkinsj in form of a 
furtout; hats above their bonnets, three or fourabovci 
each other; wigs at their belts, inftcad of handker- 
chiefs, which they called kill cdlpas * horfes-hoodSj 
and other things that they had pillaged. 

After this tranfadlion I pafl&d the night morfe 
quietly than 1 had ddne for a long time •, and next 
inorning early I repaired to the Balhiw, who im- 
inediately gave orders to conduft me to the King^ 
where were Meff. Grothufen and Ribbings the firft 
taken by the Janiffarics, and the other by the Ba- 
ihaw's own people, who had inftantly fet them at 
liberty to keep the King company. His Majefty 
was in his ufual drefs with his tk)ots, .but his clothes 
were Ibmewhat torn, and bloody in feveral places. 
His bonnet was cut in one corner, and his left 
hand a little wounded, bef.des two fmaill fcratches, 
imt on the nofe and the other at the ear^, and his 
eye-lid a little burnt. Notwithftanding all this^ 
he looked as contented as 4f he Ifad had all the 
Turks and Tartars in his power. I approached 
him with my hands Joined^ faying to hini that I 
thanked God to fee him again fo well, a happinefs 
which I almoft durft not flatter myfelf with, the 
Evening before, in the midft of all the dangers 
that he .was fiirrounded with. He a'nfwcred me 
imiling^ that the danger was not fo great near 
at hand as at a diftance$ to which 1 replyed, 
that appearances muft then have been very de- 
ceitful, but that it ieemed to me that 30 or 40 
perions be(ieged/m a houfe, againft which were 
fired fomc hundred cannOn-flioc, and which was 
all in flames, ran a terrible rifk ; and that no- 
thing lefs than a miracle of providence could 
have faved his Majefty. He ftill anfwcred that 
k was nothiiig, and ihfenfib'y the converfation 
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fell upon the aftion itfelf, of which he gave me in 
a iomcwhat lively manner a pretty long account, 
only from modcfty avoiding the circumftances 
which regarded himfelf perfonally, and would, ne- 
ver agree to the current report that he had killed 
15 JanifTaries with his own hand, faying that ic 
was a falfehood, and that we ought never to believe 
above one half of what was fpoke. I replyed 
that even that was enough, but he ftill leflcned 
it; faying that he remembered but one, who had 
pufhed him againft the wall, and whom he run 
thro* the body with his fword up to the hilt, and 
two others in his own apartment whom he believed 
dead. This converfation, at which no body was 
prefent but Mr. Grothufcn, and Mr. Ribbing, who 
came in and went out at different times, continued 
near two hours, and then his Majefty took me by 
the hand to whifper fomcthing to me, upon which 
the two gentlemen imm^iately left us quite alone. 
He recommended to me the deliverance of the 
prifoncts, and the Bafhaw in the mean time en- 
tering, we changed the difcourfe. I then took 
the Bafhaw afide, to te!l him that it was a fhame 
to fee the King in that manner without a fword, 
and that he ought to return him his own ; but he 
haftily anfwercd me, that I certainly believed him 
a great fool to make fuch a requefl to him, as the 
King would then renew the battle, which he had 
no defire to fee. He then led, me to his chamber 
of audience, where having afked him what they 
would do with the King, he anfwered me that he 
had orders to caufe him to be conduded to Ad- 
rianople, but he knew not whether they would not 
fend to his conduftors fome other orders on the 
road, to convey him diredlly to Theflalonica, or to 
an ifland in the Archipelago in exile. I then fpoke 
to him in favour of the priloners, for whole liberty 
he promifcd me his authority or afljflance. I af- 
ter- 



[ 197 3^ 

terwards returried to the King, who afked me what 
the Bafhaw had faid to me. . I onJy told him the 
article concerning the prifoners, with which his 
Majefty feemcd pieafed, and recommended them 
to me anew. I anfwered him that I was diredlly 
going to fct about procuring their deliverance. In 
the mean time. Sir, I fend you this account in 
hade, by which you will fee the ftrange cataftrophe 
of this great battle, of which there is no example 
in hiftory either antient or modern. It is evident, 
that if they had all inclined to fight like the King, 
and applyed themfel-ves only to the defence of the 
houfe, that it would have held out againft iq,ooo 
Janiflaries for feveral days. *Tis believed that the 
King will very foon be fent off with his chief of- 
ficers, to be condufted to fome caftle or ifland. 
1 hope, however, that all would yet be well, pro- 
vided the King inclines to an accprnmodacion with 
the Emperor. I am, &c*. 

P. S. The King has been Gck in bed for thefe 
two days, rather from his having overheated him- 
felf than from his wounds. Neverthelefs, we are 
aflured that they v/ill caufc him to fet out to-mor- 
row, with a retinue of 40 or 50 perfons. He de- 
fires that I would follow him to Adrianople; and if 
they conduft him thither, I will follow. Hower 
ver, this night I difpatch a courier with this letter. 
The King is far from being well. Adieu, Sir, the 
courier is to proceed to Holftein, to fpeak to you 
by word pf moui;h. 



O3 LETTER 



( aoo ) 

the tnoft cxprefs terms to pay, before every thingelfe, 
fiotonlymy laid letters ofcxchangefor 240oocrQV(rns, 
hut alfq that they Qiould pay with the fame difpatch 
and on the fame foot all the fums that I (hould af- 
firm were advanced by order, and for the fervice 
of his Majcfty, without my being obliged to pro- 
duce cither difgharge or attcftation, or any thing 
clfeii but that. my word alone. Ihould be fufficient 
for that ; and that he ordered the fenate under 
pain of his difpleafure, not to make any fcruple 
or (lifpute, efpecially, as I had done mod imporr 
tgnt feryices for his Majcfty, in moft prefling ocr 
(lafions. I produce this circumftance to repeat to 
ypur excellency what I have often mentioned, that 
IS, the great confidence his Majefty had in me, and 
Ijis natural generofuy. I did not fail to expreis ipy 
gratitude to him in the moft exprefs terms, upon 
\yhich he immediately fent.for Mr. Ficff, who h^d 
only obtained his liberty aboyt twp hours, and, 
caufed the order to be expedited in all its forms, 
^nd puj it into my hands. Befides, Mr*/Mullern 
at the fan^e time gave me a letter to your excel- 
lency tq ferve in place of difpatches, in cafcl (hould 
not be allowed to join the King, of .whi.^h ktter I 
have the honour to fend you a copy. 

1 quitted his apartment a moment after, to go and 
fpeak to the Bamaw, and having told him, that the 
King had much at heart the procuring the liberty 
pf all the prjfoners, with which cpmmi(Iion he had 
charged me jhe anlwered me, that he begged of 
, me to have patience till after the King's departure, 
which would be in two or three days at the fartheft; 
and that it would be fufficient, in the mean time, 
to procure the liberty of forty or fifty officers to 
accompany him-. . . 

I returned to the King to give him ap account of 
what the Bafhaw told me, and his Majefty named 
a pai t of thof^, whoni he. would wiffi to accom.pany 

him. 
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hitn. About mid-day I. went home, cat my 
dinner' in great hafte, and employed the reft of 
the day in fearch of the prifoners, whom the Kin^ 
had named to me, and in treating with their ma- 
ilers. Meflrs. JefFeries and de la Motraye, alfo 
employed themfclves in this aflfair with fuccef, and 
we had the happinefs to purchafe fo many as to make 
a retinue of fixty perfons to the King about two 
days after. 

Next morning 1 was awaked by the unexpefted ar- 
rival of a courier from Germany, who having paffed 
through Jaffi the capital of Moldavia, there found 
King Staniflaus a prifoner. This Prince, who hacj 
been in Pomerania ever fince the lofs of the battle 
of Pultowa, had ufed his utmoft endeavours to pre* 
vail with the King of Sweden to abandon his inte- 
rcfts, and to make his peace with King Auguftus* 
But as his Swedifli Majefty would never confent to 
that. King Staniflaus, after a conference that he 
and the Field Marflial Count Stcinbok had witli 
count Fleming, and in which they had agreed upon 
a fufpenfion ot arms, and certain conditions of peace 
with King Auguftus, had fuffered himfclf to be 
prevailed on to undertake a journey to Turky in 
perfgn, to ufe his utmoft endeavours with the King 
of Sweden, to obtain his confent, in regard to the 
treaty, the articles of which they had before hand 
agreed upon. Although there is a great probabi- 
lity, that this whole negotiation was nothing 
but a political trick of Count Fleming, to gain 
time for the junftion of the Saxon and Mufcovitc 
armies with that of Denmark, King Staniflaus, 
however, fct out in good earneft incognito, with a 
fingle officer, and a couple of domeftics, under 
the name of a Swedifli Lieutenant-colonel, and 
arrived happily as far as JaflS, where he was known 
by fome accident or other, and as he arrived about 
pi unlucky time, that is to fay, during the adion 
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of Waroitza^ the Prince of Moldavia had thought 
proper to caufe him to be arretted, and to give in- 
formation to the Porte, of the arrival of a fecood 
Kinc in the Turkifli territories. I bad no foooer 
read over my letters, than I drefled myfelf in great 
Kafte, and went to the King of Sw^n lo give 
bim an account of thsit extraordinary event. He 
bad already been informed of it a momcBt before 
by the Bafhaw. I am bold to affirm, that this 
event gave him more uneafine(9 than. all that had 
Uthrrto happened in regard to himfelf. I found 
him in a great rage, efpecially, againft Count Stein* 
bok, to whom a few days after he caufed a terrible 
letter to be written, upon his fufFering himfdf to 
be duped by the fine words of count Fleming, ad-* 
ding, that he could not repair that fault, but by 
gaining a vidory. After he had exhaufted his bile 
II little ftgainft General Steinbok, and againft King 
Staniflausi alfo for buffering himfelf to be per- 
fuadcd to xindcrtake fo inipropcr a journey, and 
f^fpecially. for not taking better meafures not to be 
difcovercd, he told me, that the moft prefilng bu- 
finef$ now was to fend fome trufty perfon to him, 
to tell hin^ to behave fo chat it might not be known 
who he was, for fear leaft the Turks (houW take 
the advantage of his coming, and even facrifice 
bim to King Auguftus, if they (hould find their 
account in it. I anfwered him, thalt this was in 
truth to be feared 5 but as his Majefty himfelf had 
juft told me, that they already knew him -, it was 
now too. late for him to think of keeping himfelf 
incognito. We had on this point a long difpute, 
his Majefty .affuring me, that he might very well 
deny who he was, or maintain even tho' the Turks 
ibould know him, thac he abibiutcly was not King 
'.Staniflaus ; and I in ray turn ^ffured him, that 
would fignify nothing, as the Turks would rather 
believe their own eyes and cars than all the affu- 
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ranees he could give them to the contrary. At 
length having promifed him, that I wloud take 
jill fuicable meafures with King Staniflaus, to make 
Kim quit the Ottoman empire before the Sultan 
pould difpoie of his perfon, that propofal quieted 
him, and he charged me to infift chieSy upon his 
quick return to Germany, without hearkening to 
any propofah the Turks might make to him in re** 
gard to a peace with King Auguftus. I promifed 
to do my beft, and we parted both very well 
fatisficd, the King with the new proofs I gave him 
of my at(tachment to his fervice, and I with the hopes 
i conceived that my interview with King Staniflaus 
would furnifh me with an occafion of doing a ler- 
vice to the King of Sweden in fpite of himfelf^ by 
endeavouring to procure a peace^ with King Au- 
guftus. 

I went next day at five in the morning to wait 
on the King, whom I found quite drefled and rea- 
dy to fet out. However, his departure was put off 
till about ten, and there was a great deal of going 
and coming, before every thing was ready. I had 
in the mean time a. long difcourfe with his Majefty^ 
which turned upon King StaniQaus, and upon the 
deliverance of the Swedifli prifoners who remained 
at Bender. He again recommended this lafl: article to 
me, with all poffible earneftnefs, promifing me, that 
I fhould withoui; delay be repaid the money I (hould 
advance for that purpofe ; and that he certainly one 
day would not fail to remember the fervices I bad 
done him. But when I wanted to take my leave 
of his Majefty, and afk his orders for Germany^ 
he interrupted me, to tell me, that tho' he had al- 
ready kept me in Turky longer than I inclined, yet 
he hoped that I would not depart in the (late that 
affairs were in at prefent ; and that he wifhed 
greatly that I would come and fee him at Adria- 
hople as foon as I could, altho' it (hould be only 
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for a couple of days, cfpecially, as he was fure, 
that I would there find affairs in a much better fitu- 
ation for hisintereft, than they appear to be at prefent- 
I anfwcred, that it was very uncertain whither they 
would conduft his Majefty, and ftill more whether 
they would give me permilTion to fee him and fpeak 
to him. The King would not hear of that, and 
aifured me in his ordinary manner, that all would 
be well ; and that he would never leave Turky to 
return to his own dominions without an army of 
ico,ooo Turks and Tartars. Whatever objcftions 
I made on this head, he feemed to be more te- 
nacious of his opinion than I could be of mine, 
and our converfation would never have been ended, 
if the Balhaw had not entered to tell his Majefty 
that every thing was ready for his departure, and 
that the chariot was at the gate with his people 
on horfeback. The King having anfwered, that 
he was alfo ready, and that he would ftt out im- 
mediately, the BaJhaw withdrew*to allow us to 
fpeak together for another moment. The King 
then prtficd me again, that I would give hilfi my 
word to come and fee him at the place whither 
they fiiould conduft him, affuring me, that I fhould 
remain there no longer than I pleafed j and that it 
fhould abfolutely depend upon myfelf to fet out 
whenever I (hould think proper. However defirous 
I was of laying lv>ld of the prefent opportunity to 
return to Chriftendom, I neverthelefs could not 
refufe his Majefty, who tcftified fo much friendftiip 
forme, bcfidesthecuriofitylhad to fee an end of his 
adventures in Turky. Accordingly having anlwer- 
ed the King*s requeft in fuch a manner that he was 
fatisSed, we parted, he to go into the chariot that 
they had prepared for him, and I mounted my horfe 
to accompany him to Cauchan, a fmall city, and the 
capital of Budziak, wichi^ two or three leagues of 
Bender. His Majefty lay down at his length in 

the 
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the chariot, Mr. Grothufen went into it to keep 
him company, and fat down at his feet>, Befides 
this chariot, which was pretty magnificently co- 
vered with cloth, there was another for Chancellor 
Miillern and Mr. FieiT. About fifty officers on 
horfcback, without fwords, followed thofe coaches^ 
the chief of whom were the Generals DaldorfF and 
Hordh, the Counts Bielck and Pofle, and Meffrs* 
Ribbing and Rofcn, Marlhal Duben, (s?c. The 
Bafhaw with his court and Turkifh mufic, pre- 
ceded the cavalcade, which was melancholy enough, 
in refpeft'to the fituation in which that hero was, 
who a few years before faw himfelr at the head of 
40,000 men, in a condition to hold the balance of 
all Europe. I was on horfcback at fome diftancc 
from the coach- window, out of which he looked now 
and then. When he perceived me, he made a fign 
for me to draw near that he might (peak to me, and 
thereby obliged me to gallop almoft continually dole 
to the window all the way to Cauchan. They bad 
there .provided a houfefor the reception of his Ma- 
jefty, and apartments both good and bad for us 
among the Tartars, Moldavians, and Jews, who 
arc the inhabitants of that city. In Che evening a 
fupper was fcrved up to the King in the Turkifti 
' falhion, upon a fmall table about a foot in length, 
which was placed on the fopha on which he was 
feated. The King went to bed early, and next 
morning fet out on his -journey in the fame manner 
as before. I took leave of his Majcfty, who again 
recommended to me King Staniflaus and the pri- 
foners, and the laft thing he faid was, that he 
hoped foon to fee me again ; upon which having 
left him, I clapt fpurs to my horfe and returned to 
Bender, where I arrived in a few hours. 

*Tis faid that they are conducting the King to 
Adrianople, but others fay to Salonichi, to lend 
him from theAce by fea into his own country, and 

others 
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others again into fome ifland, where he is to fe-^ 
main till he has paid all bis debts. We (hall koovif 
the iflfue of his journey in a few days. In the firft 
cafe I will follow the King, and there wait for your 
orders ; in the fecond I will fee out poll for Gtv^ 
many by the way of Adrianople ; and in the third 
I will go thither direAly to follow my retinue, 
which is to fet out in »two or three days. I 
reckon that they will fend home all the Swedifli 
prifoners here by the way of Germany. 1 have 
in this expefkation written to Count Reventlau, in 
regard to a paflfage thro' the territories of the £m<^ 
peror. I recommend to you Mr. Baumann the 
bearer of this prefent letter ; he is a lively face* 
tious man, very prudent, and who has ferved a 
long time in France. I will not fail to inform you 
by another courier by Cronftadt of the caitiilrophe 
of all thefe extraordinary fcenes« I am extremdy, 
impatient to fee you again, to tell you by word of 
mouth how much I am, &r. 

P. S. I muft tell you that after fome fearch, we have 
found, there are only fifteen perfons in all miffingj- 
of whom twAve or thirteen were killed in the at- 
tack of the houfe. The principal were the Cham- 
berlain DyflfcndorflFond Mr. Palmberg. The run- 
ner whom I brought along with me, and who 
was Mr. Grothufen's valet de chambre, was killed 
in one of the King's windows, fighting like a Ko&,- 
dg/ainA mote than twenty Janiflaries. 
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LETTER L. 

To his Serene Highnefs the Buke. 

SIR, Bender^ February 18, I7i4, 

TH E bearer of this letter, Captain Baumann, 
nephew of Baron Stralenheim (whom I have 
thought proper to difpatch on account of the ex- 
traordinary conjefture of affairs here at prefent) will 
have the honour of informing your Serene Highnefs 
fully by word of mouth of all that has been omit- 
ted or perhaps forgot in the letters, which I have 
written on this fubjeit to Baron Goertz. After his 
Majefty had been detained five or fix days in the 
feraglio of the Ba(haw, he at length, on account 
of his bad health and wounds, altho' flight, was 
put yefterday in a chariot after the TurkiQi fafhion, 
in which Baron Grothufen was placed with him, 
and was conducted from hence on the road tp 
Adrianople to Cauchan, about two leagues from 
hence, where he pafled the night, I had the ho- 
nour, not only during the days of his confinement 
here, to difcourfe with him often for whole hours 
by his bed-fide, preferable to his Swedifh domeftics, 
but alfo when he fet out yefterday to accompany 
him as far as Cauchan,^ where he recommended to 
me ftrongly both on the road and when we parted 
to take care of his people ; and to affift, with my 
advice, the Generals Sparre and Zulick, tb whom he 
had given the command of that fmall and unhappy 
corps* As the Baftiaw favours me with a very in- 
timate friendfliip, 1 flatter myfelf that I fball be of 
confidcrablc fetvicc in this point 5 and to-morrow I 
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fhall pafs the whole day with him, to get dn ae^ 
count of the prifoners, and to procure them t^ci^ 
liberty. Befides, the King has not only giveri me 
fecurity for the repayment of 24000 crowns, and 
an order to the Senate to fatisfy me direftly and 
without a receipt, by paying me mortey of the 
bank, without reckoning the currency for alJ that 
on this new occafion I ftiould dilburfe for His fcr- 
vice; but likewife the Chancellor of the court has 
given me ad interim, a letter to Baron Goertz, (of 
which to day I have fent him a copy) that may 
ferve me as credentials in cafe that I (houid not 
again fee his Majefty. 

They ftill flatter the King that they Will conduft 
him to Adrianople, there to have a conference with 
the Grand Signior, and that all will ftill go well. 
God knows whit will come of it : as to my felf, 1 
begin greatly to doubt a good iflue, and I am a- 
fraid they will conduft him to Salonichi, upon the 
Archipelago ; there to embark him, or to fend hiift 
perhaps to feme unhappy iHand. In cafe this laft 
courfe be taken, I will fct out poft direftly for 
Germany, by the way of Adrianople ; but in the 
firft cafe, I will ftop at Adrianople, there to wait 
for the orders of your Serene Highntfs ; and as t6 
the fecond, if they fliould take it in their heads to 
lend off the Kin» by fea to Italy, France or Eng- 
land, 'tis moft likely that all the Swedes that have 
been left here will pafs thro* Hungary to Germany^ * 
for vvhich purpofe I have written to Count R^ 
ventlau, to found the inclinatiort of the ihipe- 
rial court, and then afk a paflage for thofe troops, 
Meir Mullern, Fieff, Daldorff, Haerdh, Grothu- 
fen, Glafenap, Duben, Klingflierna, Duwalcf, 
Bielke, Ribbing; the Captains of the Guards', 
Count Poffe, Adlerfeld, &ff. are with the King, 
and his Majefty has fent me to-day a lift of 60 per- 
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fons whom he wants to follow him immediately. 
We ftiall fee to-morrow if the affair is prafticablc : 
I hope every thing from the humanity of the Ba« 
ihaw. To this extraordinary cataftrophe is joined 
another no lefs fingular, which is that King Stanif- 
laus, who was on the point of coming hither with 
propofals known to your Serene Highnefs, was 
firft made a prifoner without being known at Jazzi» 
and afterwards conducted towards this city after he 
was known, where we expedl him every moment. 
We impatiently wait to fee how all this will end. 
As to the Polifti Lords here, they were immedi- 
ately, upon the breaking out of the kalabaiik, put 
under the proteftion of the Cham of the Tartars, 
who is at prefent endeavouring to reconcile them 
with the Republic I have the ho- 
nour to be, with profound refpedt, &f^. 
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To Count Reventlau. 

SIR, Bender J Feb. 19, 1714. 

THE bearer of this letter, Captain Bauman, 
nephew of Baron Stralenheim, whom I have 
thought proper to difpatqji to Holftein, will tell 
your excellency by word of mouth the circum- 
ftances of the flrange cataftrophe that happened 
here, if you have not yet learned them from one of 
my narratives, which I fent off two days ago, I 
find three things very curious in this great event, 
cf which we have no example in hiftory. The firi^ 
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i% that inflexibility, but at the fame tjtnc, cxtraor* 
dinary bravery of the King-, the fccond, riie pro- 
deuce and honour of fcvcral Turks ; and tho 
third, the good order that they obferved during 
the blockade and the two days pf thc'attack, which 
b the whole continued 20 days. Xhe King let 
out two days ago about midday in a Turkish cha^ 
riot, in which Mr. Grothufco alfo went. The o^ 
thers followed in chariots and upon horfeback, to 
the nuniber of about 60 peribns. A Ba(baw of 
two tails commands the efcort, which confifts^ 
about 200 horfe. *Tis faid they are condufting 
^e King to Adrianople, others to Salonichi a port 
in the White Sea, where they propofe to embark 
him. We (hall know in a few days what' will be 
the iifue. I had the honour to accompany his Ma^ 
jelly to Cauchao, about four hours journey from 
hence. He recommended to me his people who 
are kept at Bender, and had given me an order to 
the Senice, for them to re-pay me atl the ex- 
pences I fhall be at on their account, even without 
a difcharge, upon my declaration alone. As I am 
extremely well with the Bafhaw here, I find my- 
felf in a fituation to do good offices to thofe un- 
happy prifoners, great part of whom I have al- 
ready delivered. I fent off my retinue in a few 
days, and I propofe to go poft by Adrianoplc, to 
fee the King again if it is poifible. It has been 
impoflible to gee difpatches, as the King's leal said 
all his papers are loft : but in the mean time, Mr* 
Miillern has given me a kind of letter of credenee 
to Baron Goertz, with whii b I have reafon to be 
iatisfied. There has been fuch a general pilis^e, 
that not a fingle Swede has a (hirt or a ducat left* 
I beg of you inftantly to difpaccb Mr. Bauman, and 
to give him paffports that he may go by Hanover 
to Holftein, by the (horteit road* As I have like* 
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wile Qcc^don for all my money on this occaGoti, t 
beg. of your Excellency to advance him as much 
as he (hall h^ve ^ccafion for in his journey. If 
they condudt the King to Salonichi to put him od 
Ihip-board, or if they fend him to any iQand ot 
caftie 5 I fet out poft for Germany by Adrianople. 
But if the Emperor and he are reconciled, and if. 
he gets his affairst in good order, 1 will there wait 
the .orders of the court* In this unhappy affair, I 
hav^ done eflenttal fervices to the King and to all 
the Swedes, as Mr. Baumari will tell you. To* 
hier row I go to the Bafliaw's, where we are to fend 
for all the Swedes one after the other, to procure 
their liberty »id alfign their quarters. I beg of 
you t« procure an order to the nfcw Governor of 
Cronftadt, to fuffer my baggage and all the 
Swedes that (hall be along with it^ to pafs freely^ 
if yoii could, Sir, under haAd, engage the impe- 
i&al court, to oifer to the Porte a pafikge both for 
the Kmg and the Swedes that are here, to the 
number of 500 men^ under the command of Ge^ 
nerals Sparre and Zulick, and Colonels Mentzer 
ahd Hierta, you would do an important fervice to 
the wbole naftion. Mcff. Miillern, FiefF, DaldorfF^ 
Haerdh, Grothufen, Duben, Bielke, Pofle, Rib- 
bings Adlerfeldt^ fcf^. follow the King. You will 
find among my equipage fome fine Turkilh and 
CarcalTian horfes^, which during thefe troubles I have 
had almoft for nothing : you may take your choice 
of anyof them* I am, as ufual, ^c. 
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LETTER Lit 

To Baron Goertz. 

SIR, Bender J March 5, 1 714'. ^ 

ABOUT fifteen days ago 1 fentoff Mr. Bau- 
man, to inform you by word of niouth i» 
what manner the King has been taken prifoncr by 
the Turks, and conduced to Adrianoplc. As I 
was with him during all that affair, and almoft of- 
tener and longer than any of his own people, dur- 
ing the five or fix days that he remained in the fe* 
raglio of the Emperor, he recommended his peo- 
ple to me very ftrongly •, and as I have the honour 
to have infinuated myfelf very ftrongly into the 
favour of the Balliaw, I have fucceeded fo well* 
that we delivered in one morning more than 700 
perfons, upon notes that I gave to the Janiffaries 
that they had fet at liberty fo many people. At 
prefent, there a^e more than 1000 people free» to 
each of whom, by the Grand Vifir's order arrived 
two days ago, is given a thaim, which coniifts in 
a pound and a half of meat and as much bread to 
each perfon. . They are, befides, all lodged in the 
fuburbs; and as game is free and very plentiful,, 
they find means to live very well. Befides tha.t, 
Mr. Jefferies and 1 keep open table for .15 or 16 
covers, everyday; to which is fometimes added 
a fmall table of 7 or 8 ; where perfons of dif- 
tinftion come and dine without ceremony, which 
is a great help to them. At the fame time I took 
care to cloath all thofe poor Swedes, who were al- 
moft: all naked, except General Sparre, who had 
the precaution to fend the greateft part of his bag- 
gage to my houfe before the kalabalik ; fo that they 
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cannot altogether be enough thankful to snc. I 
bad the happinefs befides, to recover a great many 
papers of the King's chancery that cfcaped the 
fire ; and alfo the plans and accpunts of the three 
officers whom the King had fent into Egypt *, and 
cowards Jerufalem. 

As we are not yet certain of the King's fate, we 
Kkcwife do not know if the people, who are here, are 
to wait his return,or are to go By Germany. When 
the King paffed the Danube at Smaillo, the Bou- 
jouk-Imraour (chief groom) went before him pofl: 
lo inform the Emperor of all the circumftances, 
and to prevail with him, according to the meafures 
taken on that point with the Bafliaw here, to per- 
fuade him to come to 'Adrianople, and to have a 
conference with him. The Imraour muft have 
reached the Grand Signior five or fix days ago. 
We expedl to learn fometbing pofitive before the 
end of the week. There runs a report that the 
Jani0aries have refiifed to eat the forba, or the 
rice-foup, which the Emperor gives them, which i$ 
a proof of their difcontcnt ; that the Grand Sig- 
nior has alked them the reafon of it, and that they 
returned anfwer, that the King of Sweden had been 
maltreated, and therefore required that all that he 
had loft at the kalabalik fliould be reftored to him ; 
and that the Grand Signior himfelf fhould conduft 
hinn with his army to the frontiers of Poland, and 
procure him a paflage thro' that Kingdom. Altho' 
this merits confirmation, the Bafhaw has aflured 
me that the King would go to Adrianople, accord- 
ing to all probability, and would return here and 
pafs thro' Poland. A little patience will foon clear 

* Thefc were the Major de Loos, made Major General and 
^epucy Governor of the city of Hamburg in the year 1737, 
'wiiere he died th« year following ; Conrad Sparre, afterwards 
made a Colonel ; and Caj^tain Gyllenfchip, likewife made a 
Colonel. The two laft were alive in 1742* 
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lip every thing, altho' the road to Sglonichi goes 
veiy near to Adriaaople. However it be; I muft 
wait for certain news about this, before I can ie^vo 
this place. 

So much as to the concerns of the King of Swe- 
den. As to King Staniflaus, you know that he 
came ^nto this country upon certain defigns. Ha- 
ving informed the King of this, as I mentioned in 
my laft, he begged of me at his departure from 
hence, to fend a courier to hira to make the beft 
of his way back. Upon this, at my return to 
Cauchan, I had a great defire to go myfelf to 
Jazzi, and I begged of the Bafhaw to give me a 
paiTport. He anfwered me that that was unnecef- 
fary, as he had already fent an order to the Hof- 
podar of Moldavia, to fend King Staniflaus hTther 
with a good efcort. He was accordingly brought 
from Jazzi the firft of this month, and 1 2 days 
after the departure of the King of Sweden. The 
Bafhaw fent to meet him, and to make him a pre** 
fi^nt of a horfe magnificently caparifoned ; and the 
cannon fired when he entered the city, where he 
went to a houfe that was prepared for him. Net* 
ther the Tartar Han, nor the Bafliaw, have yet fecn 
him ; as they wait to know upon what footing the 
Porte will receive him. The former is entirely in 
the interefts of King Agguftus, fo much that he 
propofes to the Poles here to be reconciled to the 
Republic : but as they exprefled fome fteadinefa, 
he to day aiked that the King (hould give in a 
picmof ial of what he wanted ; of which the fol- 
lowing are the principal heads. 

That the Porte having once declared that they 
would not hear mention made of King Auguftus, 
find having acknowledged him King Staniflaus by 
fcveral manifcftoes, i^c. i3c. he requires of thei^, 
I. That they would not receive any other mini- 
ft^rs b^fides his, 4. That they would addrcfe 
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thcTOfelvcs to him only, as to the affairs and in- 
tereftsof the Kingdom. 3. That oA that footing 
he would take meafures with the Porte againft the 
Mufcovites. 

They promifc to fend this memorial to the Porte. 
I believe, if King* Auguftus would promlfe this laft 
point, they would readily prefer him to King ISta- 
niflaus-. However it be, the fate of the King of 
Sweden will decide that of King Staniflaus in this 
country; and one may fay that the King of Sweden 
willj>c the moft zealous minifter that King Staniflaus 
ever could have at the Porte. If affairs turnout ill 
for rhe former, the latter will be happy to be able to 
get out of this country. If the King of Sweden 
were in a humour to agree to a peace with King 
Auguftus, Staniflaus woyld confent to it and all 
^would be well; but I am furc he will not hear of 
this. At the worft, King Staniflaus may do it 
alone, if the King of Sweden dbes'not fupport 
him. To conclude, I have fo many things to 
fay to you on this head, that having neither time 
nor opportunity to mention them now, I' defer 
them all till my return. 

The King of Sweden having begged of me ac 
parting, when I told him that King Staniflaus was 
flopped at Jazzi, to endeavour to fee him, and to 
afliire him that all would be well. I performed 
this without the Bafliaw*s knowledge, at a village 
within a league of this : where in the difgiiife of a 
Tartar, I faw him incognito. At prefent I am 
more in his confidence than any of his Poles. I 
manage and flatter him as much as I can, as I 
,hopc by him to pufli - - - - — and to difpofe 
the King of Sweden to conclude a peace with Po- 
land. I hav€ proceeded on the fame plan with 
Poniatowflci for more than a year. But the op? 
portunity has never yet been fo favourable, as it will 
be when I (ha^ fee the King at Adrianople or Sa* 
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lonichi. By the confiderable fcrvice I have done 
thcfe people, I have procured their cftccm, and 
thereby I have rcafon to hope every thing. As we 
ihall have fome pofitive news this week from Ad- 
rianoplc, I wait only for that to go thither poft 
in fix days, and to give you from thence news of 
all that paffes, I am, &?r. 

P. S. I have received your letter in cyphers, o£ 
the 30th of December. I have nothing elfe to 
fay to you on that point at prcfent; but that \ a 
peace with Denmark will always be advantageous 
and agreeable to his Swedifli Majcfty, thcrdbre 
you may boldly do your utmoft to procure it. * 

LETTER LIII. . 

To bis Serena Higbnefs. 

SIR, Bender^ Marcb 17, 1714* 

YOUR Serene Highnefs will have ktn both by 
my moft humble narratives, and by my let- 
ters to Baron Gocrtz, how, after the ftrange kala- 
balik, his Majefty the King of Sweden has been 
condufted from hence towards Adrianople ; and 
how King Staniflaus, having been (lopped at Jazzi, 
arrived here on the ift of March, under a ftrong 
cfcort by orders of the Balhaw. Since that time 
we have been in the greateft uneafinefs as to the 
fate of the King of Sweden, till at length 1 re- 
ceived to-day by a courier difpatched from Kar- 
nabat, about 20 hours on this fide of Adrianople, 
four letters at once, from Mcff. Miillern, Fieflr, 
Grothufen, and Poniatowfki : by which, after fe- 
veral gracious afluranccs of thanks fitm his Swedifli 
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Majefty, on account of the Swcdifli » prifoners de- 
livered and fupported by my care ; I have learned 
to my great joy, that the Porte begins to repent of 
the violence committed againft the facrcd pcrfon 
of the King, and feems greatly inclined to repair 
it by all poilible marks of diftindion, and an ho- 
nourable efcort acrofs Poland 5 the Emperor ha- 
ving given orders, not only to furnilh magnifi- 
cently a fcraglio adjoining to Aclrianople, there to 
lodge his Majcfty, but alfo having fent orders to the 
Hiin and Bafhaw here, to treat King Staniflaus as 
the guefl: and friend of the Porte, At the fame 
time, his Highnefs has refufed to grant an audi- 
ence to Mr. Commentowfki the Ambaflador of 
King Auguftus, which the latter flattered himfelf 
with obtaining; and has even caufed him to be 
guardeid more ftriftly than before, which is a cer- 
tain mark that the face of affairs will foon change 
in our favour. Befide^, we have certain news that 
the Emperor is very foon to take the field in per- 
fon, having already given orders for that purpofe 
to <^aufe bridges to be thrown over the Danube, 
and magazines to be formed neceflary for tfie ar- 
my; and it is believed ascertain, that the King of 
Sweden will return here in four or fix weeks at the 
fartheft. 

However, in two days I fet out poft for Adrla- 
hople, notwithftanding the remonftrances of all 
the Swedifh Generals and officers that are here, 
where I hope to arrive in five or fix days, and from 
whence I (hall not fail of lending your Serene 
Highnefs true and frequent accounts of every thing 
memorable. Major General Rank muft yet be 
ftill at Cronftadt. To- day I fend you, at a hazard, 
a courier protefted by a Fehrman or paflport of 
the Balhaw, to purfue his route fafely thro* Wa- 
lachia to Adrianople. At prefcnt I cxped the or- 
ders of your Serene Highnefs in a few weeks as to 
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my difptcchc^ Carried to Holft^o by Captain Bzu- 
man. In cafe you (hall chink it proper chat I iball 
fiiil remain in this Country, I mpft humbly beg of 
you to caufe to be expedited for me new letterspf 
credit upon Conftancinople ; Mr. Cook, mybanker^ 
being quite exhaufted by the great advances he ^ 
made tor his Swedifli Majefty« I have the honguc 
to bey ^c. 

P. S. By my money, I foiind means of gettmg 
out of the hands of the Turks, after the kalabalijc, 
a great number of very curious plans and defigns, 
which ac my return I £bali have the honour of mpft 
humbly prefenting to your Serena Highnels* 

L E T T E R LIV. 

To' Baron Goertz: 

SIR, Bender y March 17, 1714. 

I Take the opportunity of two couriers whom 
King Stani(Uu$ ie;nd$ to Sweden, and to the 
army of his Excellency Marihal Count Steinbok| 
to inform your Excellency that to day I received 
letters from Mcff". MulJern, FiefF, Grothufen and 
Fcniatowfki, from Karoabat, about ao hour« 
from Adrianople ; by which the King has fent ,mc 
the moil obliging compiicqents in the world,, af^ 
furiog me of his favour, and of fihc repayment of 
all that I fhall have advanced on thefe occaQons, 
and inviting me to come ^ix^ fee him. But whitt 
is more aftooi(hingi^ is the happy change In his 
Majefty's affairs. They have fent a Capizzt Ba^ 
ihaw. to meet hi m^ that he might be well treated on 
the road. General Popiatow&i is con» from Adria* 
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lioplc to Kam^bat, to ^ffure the King that the Em* 
pcror defircjs to renew their antient friendfcip, xq 
make amends for what is pafled, to conduft the 
King in perfon back to Bender, to fend with him 
^n army thro* Poland ; and laftly, not to give an 
audience to Commentowfki, the Ambaffador of 
King Auguftus and the pretended Republic. A 
jBne feraglio is preparing at Adrianpple, or in its 
neighbourhood, for the King. But Poniatowfld 
(who after ftaying two days at Karnabat, is return- 
ed to Adrianoplej believes that he will hot remain 
there fifteen days, as the Emperor is to begin hi3 
njarcb againft the Mufcovitcs; the orders for build- 
ing bridges over the Danube, and forming the ne- 
ceffary magazines, being arrived here to-day. Be- 
fides all this, the Bafhaw here has been ordered to 
tre^it King Staniflaus, (who by my former of the 
I ft of March, you know is arrived here) ^s a friend of 
the Porte. Thefe, Sir, are very uriexpeded revolu- 
tions, and what I had not the leaft thought of, tho* I 
have for fome titpe beep acquainted with the incon- 
ftancy of the Porte. ' To day I have difpatchcd a 
courier to Mr. Rank, who muft already be at 
Cronftadt, with a Febrman or order of the Bafhaw, 
by which he may with all fafety come and join me 
at Adrianople, for which, after to-morrow I fef 
out poft, and where I (hall be in five or fix day^ 
at the lateft. I hope alfo that this courier, who at 
the worft'wilj come and join me alone, will bring 
me the news of Germany, about which I am very 
anxious. I know ''nothing of what has hapened 
tince the battle of Gadcbufch *, except that Count 
Stcinbok has marched towards Holftein, Since 
that time feveral reports have prevailed j fometimes 
that the count has defeated the Mufcovites ; fome- 

* There fs an txaA account of (his TiQory in I«aaibeiti*s 
Meipoir$, vd^'VlI. p. 6)6. 
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times that they have (hut him up in the narro^v 
territory near Tonningen ; that he has afked that 
forfrefs for a retreat, but that it has been rcfufed 
him, that the court might keep an exa6t neu- 
trality. God knows what is in it, but all is well, 
provided the Mufcovitcs are not in Holftein. I 
believe it is a no lefs troublefbme affair, than the 
Tartars were at Warnitza. At Adrianople I cx- 
peA an order to return in cafe of need without any 
further difpatches ; altho' I have reafon to expefl: 
them even very favourable, and likewife new let- 
ters of credit at all adventures on the Englilh Am- 
baflador or fome Englifh merchant, as Mr. Cook^ 
by the money he has advanced to the King, is not 
able to make me large advances. 

I chiefly expeft news of the fuccefs of the peace 
with Denmark. King Staniflaus is come hither, 
as you know, to make his peace with King A u- 
guftus, and he feemed even willing to renounce all 
pretentions to Poland. But fince the late declara- 
tion of the Porte, he will not agree to a peace but 
on (Condition of keeping Poland. It is certain, 
that none could better fupport King Staniflaus than 
the Porte, if they would do it in carneft; and 
perhaps in that cafe King Auguftus would be in the 
humour of reftoring the Peace of Alt Ranftadt to 
fave Saxony. In that cafe we might intermeddle 
in the affair, and get great thanks from King Sta- 
niflaus. Perhaps my brother * could be of good 
fervice to us in this affair. I (hall write to him. 
a fliort letter on that head. I have nothing morer 
at this time to fay to your excellency, except to 
afk of you the continuance of your friendfliip, 
and to affure you that no one can be more than 

* Pi ivy Coanjcllor to the Elcftor of Brunfwlck Laneb«rg^ 
George I. King of England. 
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L E T T E R LV. 

To the Same. 

SIR, Bender^ March 20, 1714." 

XOU know by my prccecding letters, that the 
King has ordered me by word of mouth, 
by writing to take care of his officers, that 
they may not die of hunger and mifcry. The only 
means to prevent this is to get them fome money, 
A perfon here has furnilhed me with fome. . * . • 
1 fet out this moment to fee the King at Adriano- 
pie * . J[ am, as ufual, ^c. 



L E T T E R LVL 

To the Same. 

SIR, Mriampky March 29, 17 14. 

A Courier, that lets out this moment for Vienna, 
hardly gives me time to tell you in two words, 
that I arrived here yefterday from Bender,- and that 
this afternoon I mount my horfe to go and fee the 
King, who is arrived at Dcmir-Tocca, about fix 
hours from hence ; where they have furniflied a 
fcragho for him, and where he will remain for 
fome time. His affairs begin to put on a good 
face. The Grand Signior to perfuade the 
public that he had no hand in what pafled, pro- 
mifes all imaginable fatisfaftion, and 'to procure 
him a paflage thro* Poland againft wind and tide. 
The Tartar Han is on the road, and it is not 
doubted but he will be depofcd before his arrival. 

The 
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The fame thing will happen to Ifmael Ba(kaw of 
Bender* and fevcral Agas will there be ftrangled* 
Befides, the Grand Signior has difgraced his fa- 
vorite All BafhaW, arid taken his daughter from 
him i dcpofcd th? Mufti, the Kiflar Aga, the Caf- 
fegi BaQiaw, and the Hafiiadar Baihaw. All thtfc 
revolutions and difpoficioos promifc a happy ifltie 
to the King'^ atfairs, and will largely fill the coffers 
of the Grand Signior i as th6 favouricd tloac^ 
'tis faid, was in pofieffion of no left than 15,000 
ducats in gold, and that the Kiflar Aga will have 

very little lefs Send me. Sir, ^ 

letter of credit hither by Mr. Thahnan, upon the 
Secretary of the Emperor Mt. Fteifchman, ^ho is 
here. They oblige me to Conclude -, therefore 1 
am, fcfr. • 

L £: T T E R LVIL 

To the Same. 

S I R, Jdrian^kf Jpril ^j 1714. 

I Add to my foregoing, that the Tartaf Han, 
upon his arrival within 30 hours of this pbce^ 
was depofed by the Boujouk Imfaour, and is com- 
dufted to Rhodes, or the ifland of Scioinbttiifli* 
ment* His brother Carpian Gherai has got his 
place. The Imraour fome hours after, wa» dSo 
depofed upon the road ) and the Chiaous Baflsaw 
here. Two days ago at ten in* the ntotning, the 
Grand Vifir, Soliman Ba(haw, bad the fame fate, 
and is ilicceeded by Ibrahim Capcain Bafliaw, o^ 
chief Admiral. He is a bold, enterprifing and 
honed man, much beloved by the Grand Signior, 
aivd hitherto a friend of the King of Sweden. 
I Buc 
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But as it is not feven years fincc he was a caiki or 
comnion waterman *, he ftill preferves a little of 
his '^formcr rough trianners. We muft fee what 
he will do for the King in his prefcnt poft. With- 
in thefe two days, they have begun to talk of peace 
with the Mufcovitc^, whofe hoftages have been 
fcnt for hither ; to caufe Poland and Pomerania to 
be ^acuatcd by the Mufcovite troops ; to demand 
20 fenators of ^l^oland as hoflages that the King 
may fafely pafs to his own dominion^ with an 
army of '6 or 8000 men, and to make a confidera- 
ble army advance to the frontier to open a paflage 
fop the King by force, if thofe hoftages fhouTd 
not come» of which there is no great appearance. 
We muft fee whether the Kin^will be fatisfied 
with this Plan, or if the Vifir will be of the hu- 
mour to do fomething more for him. 

I was with the King three days at Demir Tocca^ 
witbifi fix hours of this place, where he is very 
well lodged. He continues always abed, under 
pretence of fome indifpofition, altho' he was ne-' 
vcr ia better health. He received me very gra- 
cioudy. I was two evenings fucceffively with him 
and Grothufen alone, feated on the fopha till mid- 
night. I return to him to-morrow, and I fhall 
aik tny difpatches before his departure from this 
country. We have had no news of a long time, 
fo that we know , nothing of what pafles in Hol- 
ftcin. I fear much that the Swedes, and perhaps 
alfo the Mufcovites, h^aye diffurbed the fair of 
Kiel. I wait with impatience for news concerning 
my. difpatches, by Mr, Bauman -, and I am, (^c. 

I am allured that my friend Ifmael Baihaw at 
Bender is ftrangled. 

♦i Hi» hifldry may be found in Motraye, vol. 11. p. 15^. 
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LETTER LVIll. 

To bis Serene Higbnefs. 

SIR, AdrianopUj April 14.^ ^7^3* 

I Hope your Serene Highnefs is fatisfied with the 
moft humble narratives that I have the honour 
to fend you, and with the letters I have written to 
the Privy Counfellor Baron Goertz; both from 
Bender and this place, in relation to what has paf- 
fed, as well at the kalaballk, as fince the depar- 
ture of his Majefty from Bender-, and how the 
Emperor, to convince the public that he was not 
concerned in the laft violence, has given all the 
fatisfadlion imaginable to his Majefty, by depofing 
fucccflively the Mufti, the Kifler Aga, the Tartar 
Han, the Balhaw of Bender, the Boujouck Im« 
raour, the Tchiaous Bafhaw, and at length the 
Grand Vifir. The new Vifir Ibrahim -Bafhaw, 
who within thefe feven years was nothing but a 
common kaiki or failor, and made fince Captain 
Baftiaw, is however reckoned, not only a very ho- 
neft man, very brave, and very enterprifing ; but 
alfo a great friend. to the King of Sweden; and 
fince it is certain that^tjie Turkilh Emperor is fo 
well inclined to his Majefty, we have all the rea- 
fon to hope a happy IfTue'of his affairs, both from 
the great preparations thar they ftill continue to 
make underhand, and from the great defirc that 
his Highnefs exprefies to put himfelf at the head 
of the army, notwithftanding all that has been 
given out in favour of the Mufcovites; when the 
Emperor, fome time ago, gave orders to caufe 
tlieir hoftages to be brought hither. On the con- 
trary, we flatter ourfelves in favour of the Swedes, 
^ . 2 that 
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that their arrival here will be any thing Eut fa- 
vourable to them. We even pretend to -have cer- 
tain news on this point from the feraglio, and that 
the war being infallible, will be puflied with the 
utmoft vigour; and that his Highncfs is firmly 
refolved to reftore his Majefty fccure and latisficd 
into his own dominions. In a few days we will 
know for certain what will become of it, as his 
Majefty fets out to-morrow from Demir-Tocca, 
which is about fix hours journey from hence, to 
come and lodge at Demir-Tafch, in a feraglio of 
the Emperor, which is only about a Ihort quarter 
of a league from Adrianople, where, as 'tis faid 
the new Grand Vifir, and the Tartar Cham, Car- 
plan • Gaeray, have orders to receive him on the 
part of his Highnefs. 'Tis believed the Emperor 
will go there incognito to fee the King, and even 
that they will talk together a little. His Majefty 
ftill keeps his bed ; he is however very well, and 
it feems to be a (ham diftemper to avoid the cere* 
moniaK I will go to-morrow with Mr. Ponia- 
towlki to meet him at fome hours diftance from 
thky altho' we arrived together from Demir 

Tocca only yefterday By the 

laft news from Vienna, we have learned that Ton- 
ningen is again in poflfefllon of the Swedes, their 
army having taken it by furprife. His Majefty 
has exprefifed great fatisfadion at this, being much 
afraid for that army if it had not found that re- 
treat. . . . . . And altho* I took all the 

pains imaginable to pcrfuade his Majefty that the 
army would find itfelf greatly ftraitned there, and 
would meet with infinite difficulties in recovering 
that falfe ftep, if not affifted by fome foreign pow- 
er; he would not believe me, ahho' he told me, 
he would fee with pleafure whether the guarantees 
of the peace of Travendal, would at all meddle 
in that^^ffair, would pufh it with vigour^ and endea- 
* ' Q^ voiir 
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vour to diflodgc the enemy from his German pro- 
vinces. I expcft now at length to receive my dif- 
patches in a h^ days, and to have very foon after 
the honour of declaring to your Serene Highnefs 
by word of mouth, that none can be with more 
profound refpeft than I am, &r. 

LETTER LIX. 

To Baron Goertz, 

» 
SIR, Jdrianopky April 23, I7i3# 

TO - D A Y 's declaration is to decide the fate 
of his Majefty in this country, as the new 
Tartar Han and the Grand Yifir have cauied tents 
to be raifed near the ieragiio of the King, within 
l^alf an hour of the city, to confer with his Majefty 
touching his departure from this country. But ac 
thefe Gentlemen have infilled, that the King ihould 
come to the tent, and the King has refufed this 
under pretence of bis .diftemper, the interview has 
been they Oiy put off to anoi;her time. I fear this 
claim of theirs is a meer evaiion to difpenie with 
the efcort which the King demands. We (hall fee 
in a fhort time what will become of it, and at my 
return I will bring you politive news. It is a 
difficult matter to fend any thing certain from 
hence, as the aflfairs to-day alter before to-morrow, 
and one no fooner fends one piece of news, than he 
is obliged to contradift it next poll. Befides, the' 
King begins infenfibly to be convinced of the bad 
ftep taken by Count Steinbok in pafling the Trave. 
I am terribly afraid of that affair, unlefs the gua* 
rantces interfere and cry ftop. I fliould wifti to 
know by one of your letters befoxie my departure 

from 
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From hence, what is doing in Holltcin, is we khovii^ 
nothing hitherto but what the Gazette tells us, that 
the King of Denmark has difmiffed all the fervant^ 
of the Ducal Houfe, and has put others in thcii: 
place ; that his Highnefs his fent Count ReventlaU 
to the court of Denmark -, and that your Excel- 
lency was to go to Hanover to a(k leave of the 
Eleftor, that his Highnefs the Adminiftrator might 
live at-Zell during thefe troubles. As the impe- 
rial fecretary at Adrianople has fent to tell me this 
moment, that it was impoffible tq flop the courier 
any longer, I have not time to write to his High- 
nefs, or to fay any thing more to your Excellency^ 
but I am, Cs?^. 

P. S. ^As Count Reventlau is ftill in Holftein^ 
and the court may in the ^refent conjunftures have 
fomething to infinuate to the imperial court, I 
could perhaps as I pafs at Vienna execute the orders 
of the court, if I found inftruftions there at my 
arrival. 



LETTER LX- 

To bis Serene Highnefs the Duke. 

SIR) Adrianople^ May 3, 17134, 

I Have had the honour moft humbly to mentiori 
to your Serene Highnefs in my laft narrative^ 
how, after fevcral expedients agreed to, to give 
fatisfadion to his Majefty as to the violence com-* 
mitted at Bender, the Emperor had alfo depofed 
the Grand Vifir Soliman Balhaw, and given his 
place to Captain Balhaw Ibrahim, formerly a com- 

Q^ a mon 
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mon caiki or failor, who feemed incKned at firft to 
continue the war with vigour againft the Muf- 
covites, and to condud the King of Sweden with 
a confiderable efcort acrofs Poland into his own- 
dominions. His reign however was of very Ihort 
duration, having been not only depofed a few days 
after his promotion, but alfo ftrangled. It would 
be hard to tell the true reafon of this. The MuA 
covites, however, flatter thcmfelves, that the new 
confirmation of the peace is the caufe of it. The 
Swedes on the contrary pretend, that this misfor- 
' tune has happened to him, for not having finifhed 
the affair fo foon as he had promifed to his High- 
nefs. But the true reafon of it feems to have been 
his imprudence in exprelfing an over fondnefs for 
popularity, which gave umbrage to the Emperor, 
who is of an exceffive jealous difpofition *. His 
place is not yet filled up, but the favourite who 
was but lately difgraced, and who is fon-in-law of 
the Emperor, and named Ali Bafhaw, has been 
made vekil or vicar in waiting. It is even believed 
that the vifiriat will not be filled up fo foon. Mean 
while the new TartarHan, after the death of Ibra- 
. him Bafliaw, has treated with the King by orders 
of the Porte, and propofed to his Majeuy to march 
with a jcontiderable army to the frontiers, where 
they might then treat with the Mufcovites and 
Poles, both about making a good peace, and alfo a- 
bout a palTage thro' the territories of the republic. But 
as the King has declared, that he does not chufe to 
depart till the number of the efcort be determined, 
and the Emperor's hatcherif be given thereupcfn 
for his fecurity, there is fo much the niore reafon 
to believe that the treaty is at prefent broke off, as 
the French ambaiTador, who was very earned: in the 

* Mr. Theils in his memoirs has aifigned another reafon 
diiferenc from all thefe^ p. 84, and 85. ^ 

affair^ 



[ 229 ] 

affair, hts received orders from the Porte to return 
to-day to Conftantinople. The Mulcovites on this 
flatter themfelves that there is no longer any hazard 
of the peace's not being adhered to. The King on 
the contrary conftantly maintains, that this has no- 
thing to do with it ; and he even pretends to have 
pofitive alTurances from the Grand Signior, that 
every thing Ihall turn to his advantage, whqn the 
HQw Grand Vifir fliall be arrived, whom we do not 
yet know, but who 'tis believed will come here 
in about fifteen days. The iflue of all this will 
appear in a few weeks, during which, however, 
we live in the greateft uncertainty in the world, 
being obliged to contradift one poll, what we 
wrote in a former. Mean while, I have with grief 
been informed by the letters of the privy-counfelior 
Baron Goertz, and of Count Reventlau, dated at 
Hamburg and at Hufam, and brought hither by 
an ofBcqr difpatched from Count Welling, in what 
manner Count Steinbok is fo blocked up with the 
Swedifli army at Tonningen, that it will be de- 
ftroyed in a (hort time with famine and difeafes, 
if fpeedily fome means be not found by the media- 
tion of the guarantees to get it out of that narrow 
territory where he has imprudently inclofed it, and 
from whence all endeavours mufl be ufed to bring it if 
poffible. I did not fail direftly tS make reprefen- 
tations on this matter to Chancellor Miillern, and 
to his Majt-fty himfelf, fhewing them there was no 
other means of preferving that army, and of fav- 
ing the territories of the young Duke, than by 
making the guarantees interfere in it. Notwith- 
ftanding all I could fay on that head in the warmed 
and moft preffing terms, his Majefty ftill continues 
in the mift^e that fome people with wrong inten-» 
tions have put him into, namely, that Count Stein- 
bok may keep his army a long time yet in Ton- 

Q^ 3 ningen. 
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ningen, not being able to imagine that tte danger 
which threatens him is fo great as I reprefent it. 

What leems more cfpecially to give the King 
a diflike to the plan that I have propofed to him, 
and hinders him from approving it, is his regard 
to his fortreffes in Pomerania, which thereby he 
heiays would run a great rifk of being loft, unlefs 
%hi guarantees effeftually interpofe their good of- 
fices in the treaty to be made, by compelling his 
enemies entirely to quit the empire, and confe- 
quently to evacuate Pomerania. We have greatly 
flat^red ourfelves here with the aftual afliftance of 
England in this affair, and 'tis likewife greatly 
wilhed, that your Serene Highnefs would make 
cattjam communem^ a common caufe with Sweden, 
and perfift in prefGng the guarantee. There has 
even been a letter on this point in the Chancery 
thefe feveral weeks, ready to be difpatched to your 
Serene Highnefs, but I fear in this refpe£t it will 
arrive too late. At prefent they begin plainly to 
obferve the confiderable fault the Count committed 
in quitting the Trave, and fhutting himfelf up in 
. that confined country which has no outlet. 1 hey 
however at the fame time complain of Major-Ge- 
neral Earner at the Hague *, for having infiftcd 
only upon the evacuation, and not upon the im- 
portance of th^guarantce. I anfwered, that the 
maritime powers wer^ plainly not in a condition, 
or not in an humour to furnifh their guarantee, a$ 
Sweden afked it ; and that confequently Mr. Barner 
had only endeavoured to obtain what appeared to 
him pradlicable. I wifh foon to know fomething 
certain about it. I have the honour to be, i^c. 

* In the fcrvice of Holftein Gottorp, and then at the 
Hague, v^here he was charged on that occafion with the cha- 
lai^'er of envoy extraordinary of the adminiftra'.or. See Lam- 
bcti, tcm. viii. wheie Hiay tc found the diiTeicnt memorials 
that he prefcnted to the Hates general. 

L E Tt 



[ «3« ] 



LETTER XLI. 

To Baron Goertz. 

SIR, MrianopUj May 23, 1713. 

BY an officer difpatched hither by his excellency 
Count Welling, I received about three days 
ago two letters of your Excellency, the firft from 
Hamburg, the 15th of December, 1712, which 
Mr. Rank, (who is at prefent for the fecond timet 
on the road to Belgrade, about feven days journey 
from hence) ought to have brought me, and the 
other from Hufam of the 20th of April. I doubt 
whether Mr. Rank will fucceed, I have the honour 
however to know him on the footing you fpeak to 
me of, and altho' he had not all the good qualities 
which you mention, that of his being your friend 
would be fufficient for me to do my utmoft to ferve 
him. I have already provided apartments for him 
near me in the village where I lodge, about a quar- 
ter of an hour's journey from the King's quarters, 
and as much from the city, I am even going to 
fend as far as the firft poft to meet him, becaufe it 
it is no fmall embaraffment to a ftranger who is 
ignorant of the cuftonas of a country, to come 
to a place, without having any one to apply to. 
I expedl him in feven or eight days at fartheft^ 

Here we have been not a little difturbed, upon 
hearing the bad condition to which Count Stein- 
bok and his army are reduced, efpecially the King, 
whom his court had thought proper to flatter, that 
the Count would be at no lofs to (lay there a con- 
fiderable time. On account of this prejudice, he 

Ct4 wiU 
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will be far from approving of this evacuation, 

I anfwered to this, that plainly 

the fituation in which the count found himfclf, 
had fufFercd him to think of nothing clfe but the 
prcfervation of his army ; and that he would never 
have agreed to the propofal for an evacuation if 
there had not been a neccflity for it. That as to 
meafures not having been taken conjointly, it was 
not my fault that they had not been taken,* as I 
fpoke of it immediately upon the entry of the Muf- 
covites into Holftein ; but that they had always 
deferred from day to day to explain themfelves on 
that head. That after all it is not the fault of the 
tniniftry of Holftein, that the guarantees will not 
do what Sweden aflcs of them, and that in a cafe 
fuch as that of Count Steinbok, one muft do what 
they can, and not what he would. Your excel- 
lency has great reafon to fay, that although even 
they could fave that army, that the King's affairs 
in the general would not be a whit the better, while 
he does not make a peace with King Augiiftus. I 
every day preach on this point ; and that it is 
the only means of making affairs profper both here 
and in Chriftendom : but they are backward to 
hearken to me. I believe, however, that fooner 
or later tliey muft confent to this. You fee. Sir,* 
by my account, our news here, or rather you 
do not fee them, for we are always in the greateft 
uncertainty, where all this will end. The Muf- 
covites after Ibrahim Bafhaw's being ftranglcd, the 
conferences broke between the King and the newr 
Han, and the departure of the French ambaflkdor, 
flatter themfelves with a peace as certain. Th? 
King on the contrary pretends to have good advice, 
that all this amounts to nothing, and that the ar-» 
rival of a new ViGr will greatly change the face of 
affairs, in which he is confirmed by the march of 
jhc proopi? tpwafc^s ;hc Danjjbe. { know not what 

to 
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to fay of it ; only, I can never believe that the 
King will pafs through Poland in the manner he 
defires. All this muft be cleared up in a few weeks, 
I wait to fee the laft determination, and then I 
have nothing more to hinder me from fetting out. 
I am with all imaginable attachment, fifr. 

ff 

•ft 

LETTER LXII. 

To the Same. 

SIR, Mrianople^ May 30, 171 3* 

AS I know, that in the prefent lituation of af- 
fairs, you are very anxious to have pofitivc 
news of what paffes here, I would not fail to inform 
you by the way of Tranfylvania, that fince my laft, 
which I have fent away a few days ago by Belgrade, 
affairs have again taken a new face here. The Muf- 
covites having refufed in a very haughty manner 
an annual tribute of .40,000 ducats, which the 
Porte afked of them for the Tartar Han, the trea- 
ties have been broke, and after many ana/ma Jick^ 
tim^ which are the fcolding of this country •, they 
have been made prifoners in their houfes. They 
Will be fent to Conftantinople to the Seven Towers, 
if fomething worfe does not happen to Meffieurs 
the hoftages. At the fame time, orders have been 
fent to all the Bafliaws to repair hither, and to the 
troops to aflemble at the Danube. The King ac- 
cording to all appearance will fet out in a few days 
for Bender, to go through Poland with an efcort, 
according'to his old plan. We hope alfo that the 
fort will give him the 2000 Durfes which he has 
6 alkedji 



I 



[ 234 ] 
aflced, (a purfe is 500 crowns). Wc will know 
fomething of this very foon. 

The King always pretends to be perfuaded, that 
his aflfairs will fucceed according to his wilh in this 
country 5 and that Count Steinbok will not be 
driven to an extremity. I am terribly afraid of 
this laft. Mr. Rank is not yet come, but I now 
expedt him every day, fince I have heard that he 
is fet out from Belgrade. I have nothing to add, 
but to affure your Excellency that I am, &€. 

LETTER LXIII. 

To his Serene Highnefs the Buke 

SIR, Jdrianople^ June 22^ ^7^2- 

TH E Ottoman Porte having forbid for thefc 
two months, (as affairs are at an extraordi- 
nary crifis, and in great confufion) to give Febr- 
manns or pafs-ports to any one whatever ; I have 
not been able fo often as I could have wifhed, to 
fend my mod humble narratives to your Strene 
Highnefs. Mean while, I take the happy oppor- 
tunity of the departure of a Spahis, which the Eng- 
lifli nation difpatches fecretly to Belgrade, to in- 
form your Serene Highnefs that affairs are not yet 
come to maturity, appearances being always fo 
ftrong for and againft, that one is greatly at a lofs, 
to fay any thing pofitive, as on one fide the troops 
are all in motion towards the frontiers, while on the 
other fide the Mufcovite hoftagesare ft ill here, and 
the Porte treats with them daily about a peace. 
Before yefterday it^ feemed almoft concluded; fo 
that the Mufcovitqi and the Polifh Partifans of 

King 
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King Auguilus Battered themfelves with a public 
audience. But fmce yefterday and to-day their 
hopes fcem again toJiave vanifhed, the Emperor 
not only fufFering no mention to be made of peace, 
but alfo declaring that he was firmly refoived to 
put himfelf at the head of the army, to march to- 
wards the Danube, and to fend the King of Sweden 
with a ftrong efcort, and in a remarkable manner, 
through Poland. They have alfo talked a great 
deal about publicly acknowledging King Stani(laus« 
We fliall fee if all thefe fine appearances are lafting, 
in the mean time I comfort myfelf with the hopes 
of feeing all affairs fini(hed next week, and then I 
will be able to^fay fomcthing pofitive. As far as I 
can penetrate, his Majefty muft certainly have 
very ftrong affurances of a happy iffue of his affairs, 
which feem to be fo much the better founded as it 
known that the Em percJ^ himfelf is quite of a different 
opinion from his miniftry in regard to them, jvhich 
will very foon be evident. However, the letters 
that came yefterday by the poft of Cronftadt, in- 
form us, that the conferences about a reciprocal 
evacuation of the Schlefwick and Holftein were 
broke off, and that the Privy-counfellor Baron 
Goertz was returned to Hamburg without having 

concluded any thing, I have 

nothing elfe at this time to inform your Serene 
Highnefs of, but to repeat to you the profound 
veneration with which I have the honour to be, 

P. S. Major Baumann, who arrived here yefter- 
day, has fent me the difpatches that were entrufted 
with him, but as I have been wholly employed 
hitherto in decyphering them, and reading them 
with, attention ; I have not been able yet to 
talk to his Majefty about them. For a few days 
I therefore put off ?o fend a full anfwer to^hem, till 
7 the 
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the Emperor's rcfident fhall difpatch a courier to 
Vienna. Mean while Major Baumann is not very 
welcome here, as he left Bender without the King's 
pcrmiffion, and he is accufed here of having talked 
pretty freely about the kalabalick or fplutter at 
Bender. I will do my utmoft to obtain his pardon. 
We flatter ourfelves fince yellcrday that tbeMufco- 
vite hoftages, will be fcnt to the Seven Towers. 

LETTER LXIV. 

^0 Baron Goertz. 

SIR, Jdrianoplcy July 13, 1713. 

YO U have fo flattered li^y honour in your Jaft 
4etter about the plan of a negotiation for peace 
between the King of Sweden and his enemies, and 
a particular accommodation wit4i King Auguftus, 
that I have moved heaven and earth within thefe 
fifteen days to bring the King into your plan. Af- 
ter talking to him very long on that head, and 
reading to him all the pieces which you fent me, 
and which relate to that, as your Excellency will 
have fcen by two of my letters, I prevailed on Ge- 
neral Poniatowfki, JMr. Miiilern, and General 
Rank to talk to him of it one after another, the 
one in the name of King Staniflaus, the other by 
virtue of his office, and the third as from his Ex- 
cellency Count Welling, and after I had been at 
pains to prepare the King, the day before yefterday 
I put ino his hands a long memorial, which all thofe 
gentlemen have feen and much approved, and 
which contains many folid reafons, drawn in part 
from your Excellency's letter, that ought to pre- 
vail with^hc King to give his confent to this plan 

of 
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of peace, and afterwards to an accomtiiodation 
with King Auguftus. To -morrow Mr. MiiUcrri is 
to afk the King his refolution upon that memoriaJ, 
Co communicate it to me. He does not quite de- 
fpair of obtaining^ fomething. On the other hand, I 
have written two letters to King Stanidaus, and 
have fent him a cypher that he may give me his 
anfwer : I inform him in thofe letters, that Mr. 
Baumann has told me from his Excellency Count 
Fleming, that notwithjianding all the advant^es 
tvbich the allies of the 77orth have gained in Holjleinj 
the King his mafter isfiill inclined to agree to the flan 
formed by them in Mecklenhurgh. I exhort him to 
embrace that plan, to prevent the total ruin of 
Sweden, and to prevent the Porte from facrificing 
him to their intereft. Count Tarlo who is a man 
of abilities, and who for thefe two years has wilhed 
for nothing more than this accommodation, being 
obliged to repair to Bender with all the other Poles, 
there to confult upon propofals which the Tartar 
Han is to make to them in the name of the Porte, 
has promifed me to do his utmoft to infpire King 
StaniQaus with fentiments favourable to this. He 
has begged of me alfo to acquaint his Excellency 
Count Fleming with this. To conclude, the 
whole fuccefs of this affair will depend upon the 
propofals of the Tartar Han, while the Porte feigns 
,only a defire of fupporting King Staniflaus, by 
their caufing an army of 60,000 Turks to march to- 
wards the frontier, and by the depofition of the old 
Reis Effendi, a great friend of King Auguftus and 
the Mufcovites, which happened two days ago; 
there is nothing to be expedted of the King of 
Sweden in this affair, but if on the contrary the 
King lofcs this hope, we may very likely fucceed 
in our defign. Though we will not be able to tell 
juftly how it will be in fifteen days, yet we will be 
able to form fome conjcfture. I am now going 
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to mention to you an affair of the lad importancff 
but for God's fake let no one know it. It is this, 
that the King by means of Poniatowflci corrc-- 
fponds with the mother of the Sultan, who afiurea 
him that all things will fucceed (o his admiration. 
I know not whether they deceive him» but I know 
yery well that the expreflions of thofe letters are 
very ftrong, Miillern even knows nothing of this 
correfpondence *. 

I fhall now fpeak to you of the affairs of Mr. 
Baumann, be has given me your difpatches, and 
has toid me by word of mouth all that he pretends 
to be charged with. But as he left Bender without 
the King's permifllon, he was forbid the court, at 
his arrival. If he had inclined to prefent a requeft, 
he might perhaps have obained his pardon, altho' 
he has been accufed of talking very difrefpeftfuUy of 
the King about the affair of Bender. However it 
be, as he was afraid the Pardon would be more 
troublefome to him than advantageous, fince, if 
the King fhould even forgive him, he might make 
him trot all his life after him, without ever giving 
him any fatisfadlion, he chofe rather to retire to 
Conftanttnople, where he will embark for France, 
as in the prefent conjun6lure$ it is very difHcult to 
obtain a fehrman of the Porte to go by the pofk to 
Germany. 

A letter from count Gyllenbourg from En- 
gland, who commends Count Dernath extremely, 
and begs that your Serene Highnefs would be 
pleafed to continue him; the King declared to 
me that your Excellency having quarrelled with 
Mr, Wich the Ehglifh Rcfident at Hamburg, it 
Were proper that Count Welling fhould endeavour 



• So that M. Motraye was wrong to criticife Mr, Volta're 
in his hiflory of. Charles XII. about this correfpondeoce with 
(he Sultan Valide, which however is well founded. 

to 



to accommodate the difFerences, as the rupturt 
may do hurt to the affairs of Sweden and Hoi* 
ftein. I was charged to fpeak of it to your Ex- 
cellency. 

I muft alfo inform you, Sir, that by the laft 
courier that was fent to Germany, orders were 
given to Mr. Welling, to enter into an alliance with 
the King of Pruffia againft the Czar and King 
Auguftus. I believe in that cafe Stettin will be 
ceded to him, or fome confiderable advantage pro- 
cured to him in Polifli Pruffia ; but I doubt much 
whether the court of' Pruffia will engage againft 
King Auguftus, however they flatter themfelves 
with this here. This hope, joined to the pre* 
tences that the Turks make, will hinder the King 
at prefent frdm hearkning to an accommodation 
with King Auguftus. All that Mr. Miillern hopes 
to obtain is, his confentfor a general peace, which 
may be fettled without preliminaries at Hamburg 
or Dantzick. He reckons, that afterwards he 
may, as conjunfhires appear, be prevailed on, a4 
to the other point. ^ Mr. Miillern prefled him 
yefterday as to his refolution upon my memorial, 
but he made as tho* he could not find it, and 
when he alked him the contents of it, he anfwered, 
// contains nothing particular ; the Adminijlrator ajks 
enly^ that -we would not conclude a peace without the 
indemnification of the Ducal Houfe^ and rejlitution 
being made to it^ which is but juft and pleads for 
itfelf'y afterwards he gives me advice in regard to 
King Auguftus. Mr. Miillern pretended to ac- 
quiefce; but we have agreed that to-morrow if the 
memorial cannot be found, that I fhail prefent a 
copy of It, to pu(h him to give his refolution; 

This memorial, however, was drawn up lo 
pretty ftrong terms. *' The introduftion con- 
" tained a itqueft not to make peace with Den- 
*• make, before entire rcftitution fliould be-made td 

•* the 
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•^ the Dueal Houfc. I then propofed an accom* 
^* modation with King Auguftus, as the only 
*' means to procure fuch a peace. 1 mentioned 
" all the advantages that might be drawn from 
that accommodation, and th^t to give an op- 
portunity to King Auguftus to quit the alli- 
ance, a negotiation for peace muft be fet on foot 
in the north, by the mediation of two powers 
whom you know, which was fo much the more 
neceflary, as, befides the great advantages that 
might be drawn from it, it might perhaps be con- 
** eluded, without his being included in it, while the 
•* Porte on the other fide, might perhaps force King 
•* Staniflaus and the Poles of his party to come fo 
•' an accommodation with King Auguftus, and 
*' thereby take out of his hands thofc advantages 
*' he might have from himfelf, if he would but 
apply them. I at length concluded, with alk- 
ing of him full powers for his Excellency Count 
Welling, for the carrying on qf that negotia- 
*' tion, and an order to take all neceflary mea- 
*^ fures with your Excellency for that purpofe.*^ 

I do not defpair of obtaining thefe laft points. 
If it were in Mr. Miillern's power, he would en- 
deavour to get your Excellency named AmbalTador 
to that congrefs, on the Part of the King of Swe- 
den. But as I know not whether the King would 
incline fo, or whether your Excellency would ac- 
cept of it in the prcfent conjunctures, and only 
pulhed this afFair under hand, and in fuch a man- 
ner, that it may always depend upon your Excelr 
lency either to accept it or refufe it. 

Before I conclude, I muft mention a word to 
you of our troops. If the alliance with the King 
of Prufiia fucceeds, they propofe to make a new 
tranfportation of troops, to join them to our 
forces, thofe of Meklenburgh and fome other pro- 
teftant princes, as thofe of Caflel, i^c. and in 

that 
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that manner form a confidcfable army. For this 
rcafon they do not wifli that our troops (hould be 
engaged in the Emperor*s fervice^ unlefs in fuch a 
manner that they may be withdrawn in two 
months. They wifli, befides, that the Court of 
JFIanover could be brought to enter into the alli« 
ance. I have even an order in writing in anfwef 
to a memorial I prefented fome time ago, to caufe 
his Eleftoral Highnefs to be founded by the court 
of Holllein, whether he would not enter into fome 
oflfenfive alliance with the King, to reftore tran* 
quillity in the circle of Lower Saxony; Couftt 
Welling will have full powers as to this, and they 
will cndeavQur to procure the houfe of Hanovcf 
fome advantage at the future peace* 

General Rank> who is greatly your friendj and 
who does all juftice to the Serene Houfe, reckons 
to fet out from hence whenever the anfwer Ihall 
arrive from Bender, as to the propofitions made 
by the Tartar Han to King Stanidaus. I know 
not whether he will fucceed in the plan of mar- 
riage, upon which, *tis faid, he was come. But 
he pretends that he is not concerned at that, and 
even that he does not intermeddle in it. He lod- 
ges with me in a village about a q.uarter of an 
hour from Adrianople, and as much from the 
King's quarters. 

I yefterday received a letter of your Excellen- 
cy*s, dated the 3d of June, in which you tell mc, 
that notwithftanding the Ordinary proceeding o( 
Count Steinbok, his Serene Highnefs and his Mi- 
nifters engage their particular credit to find money 
to tranfport the Swedifli troops. I read the whole 
letter to the King! he was charmed with this paf* 
fage, and repeated fevcral times. That's well \ it 
were to be wijhed that Baron Goertz could fucceed iH 
this affair 5 and at the fafne time fave the Germati 
regiment J f for which we are not a little afraid* I 

R have 
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liavc promifed that we will do our utmoft to fuc- 
ceed. He blames Mr. Steinbok much for not 
having taken more care to fecure Tonningeh. To 
conclude, you may afllire yourfelf. Sir, that you 
are extremely in his favour. Secretary Morhof 
writes me from Vienna, that the imperial court 
has promifed him Mandata inbibiioria 6? executoria 
ngainft the King of Denmark, and CommiJJoria 
for the direftors of the circle. It were to be 
wiflied that the court of Hanover, and that of 
Pruffia would take this affair to heart, and that 
the allies of the north were obliged to evacuate all 
the cities of the Empire. 

The bearer of this letter, Mr. Motraye an En- 
glifli merchant, is going to England about his 
own affairs. As he is well acquainted with the 
Ottoman court, and alfo with that of Sweden, he 
will be able to tell you by word of mouth, cir- 
cumftances concerning both of them, that will 
perhaps be interefting. He has done fomc corifi-^ 
derablc fervices to the King, and to me likcwifc. 
I beg of you therefore to grant him, in cafe of 
need your protedion. He is a merry little fellow, 
intriguing, bold, and honeft. I recommend to you 
my Imall concerns at my return, and I am, &?r. 

POSTSCRIP'Tofthe lotb of Jdyi 

Chancellor Miillern having deCred me to come 
to him this morning, told me that having had a . 
long converfation with the King about entering 
;ipon a negotiation for peace, his Majefty had dc^ 
clared that he was ready to agree to a reafonablc 
peAce, and that it was with that view that he had 
written about 15 days before, to the King of 
France and the Queen of England with his own 
hand. But that the EngHfh Miniftry Ihewed too 
great partiality, by pretending that the Queen ful- 
filled 
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fiilled her engagements to Sweden by ofFering htt 
mediation, by which pretext, they want to Ihift 
ofF the obligations they are under by alliances and 
guarantees. That not openly . to affront her by 
difdainfuUy rcfuGng her mediation, and^ by de- 
manding that of France alone, or of any other 
power ; his Majcfty was inclined to agree to a 
fufpenfion of arms for a year or thereabouts, of 
which, the Bilhop of Bfiftol * had fpote fome 
time ago to Mn Engeibrecht f at Utrecht -, that 
this armiftice may cither be general, or only in re- 
gard to the Empire j that . the powers who were 
guarantees, had a right effedually to force th^ 
enemy to accept this armiftice, and to oblige them 
to evacuate the Duchies of Schlefwick, Holftein^ 
Mecklenburgh, Bremen and Pomerania ; that fuch 
a fcrvice would entirely reftore the confidence 
.which we formerly had in England, and that dur^ 
ing the fufpenfion of arms, meaqs might be found 
to remove all the difficulties that happen at the 
conclufion of a general peace. As the court of 
Holftein would find its a(:count in the prelimina^^ 
ries of that armiftice, the Chancellor believes that 
we would do well to give inftruAions to our Mi* 
jnifters in England and Holland, to labour under* 
hand to promote this plan, but in fuch a mannet^ 
that it may feem not to come fronl the Swedes, 
but as a thought that has come into the mind of 
the guarantees^ thereby to facilitate ^ general peace. 
Thefe are the King's fentimcnts, which on this 
Qccafion are communicated to Mr. Engelbrdchr at 
Utrecht, and to Count Gyllenbourg in England. 

* Mr^ Robinfon^ who had been a lotig tiiti^ at th^ caurt pi 
Sweden, in quality of Engliih AmbaiTador. 

f Chancellor' of the peace of Bremen for his Swedifli Ma«* 
jefty, and Envoy of the circle of ther Upper Rhine at the con* 
grefaof Uirecht. 

* 
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Another Poftfcript. If you pleafe. Sir, to give a 
fmall prefent to the bearer of thi% Mr. Motraye, 
of 200 crowns or fo, on account of the 
eourr, for the trouble he has ta^cn in going as 
far as Hamburgh to put into your own hands the 
letters I have entrufted him with', it would not be 
thrown away, as he is a good honed fclJow, in- 
triguing and faithful, and one who has done me 
feveral good ofiicss in this coon try. He is a mer- 
ry little fellow, who docs not want fenfe, and who 
will be able to tell you many pleafant circum- 
fiances of our tranfadions here; altho* he is other- 
wife ft comical little figure, and particularly 
good at making fine bows. 

I forgot to mention in my large letter, that I 
rannot follow the King, among many reafons, be- 
taufe I have* fcnt away my equipages, and to pur- 
ehafe others, I would need more- than 5 or 6006 

trowns I hope that having faccetdcd 

pretty well in executing jpny commiflions, the court 
i^itl not expofe me to remain here. I am always 
ftK>ft zcsAouUfy l^c. 

LETTER LXV. 

^0 bis Sertne Highnefs. 

SIR, Adrianopk^ July 18, 17 13* 

YOUR Serene Highncfs will have feen by my 
lafl moft humble narrative of the 22d of 
June, how Mr. Baumann has delivered to me the 

difpatches he was charged with 

The bearer of this letter, Mr. Motraye an Englifli 
merchant, who goes from Conftantinople to Ham- 
burg about his own affairs, will have the honour 

to 
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to inform your Serene Highnels by word of month 
pf the fituation in which affairs are here, knowing 
pcrfedly well the beings of this country, an4 
what pafles here; and having bceq ufefully cm- 
ployed by the court of Sweden on different occa.-' 
fions. The peace recently concluded between the 
Turks and Mufcovites ♦, (which almoft in every 
point agrees with the former treaty) feems no^ 
very folid or defigned to laft; as oti one fide thfcre 
is no great appearance that the Czar, fince the un-. 
happy fuuation of the army of Stcinbok, redgcccj 
to ftand at bay in Holftein, will confent to ratify 
this peace ; and as on tbe^ other, the Grand Sig** 
nior feems meditating fome defign of great im- 
portance, that no body as yet can penetrate into, 
but which is made evident by the continual marches 
of the troops of Afia and Europe, both JanifTaries ' 
' and Spahis, who are all in rnotiou towards the 
frontiers, followed by a numerous ^tiUery, 

Moreover, the Porte has tg^ken the refolution 
of maintaining King Stanifla^us upon the throne of 
Poland, for which purpofe the Tartar Han ac- 
companied with all the Polilh Lords here, fet out 
for Bender 15 days ago. The refult of this confe- 
rence on one fide, and the ratification of the Czar 
on the other, which ought to be here, within 30 
days, reckoning from the figning of the treaty ; 
(a term that will expire about the beginning of 
September) will throw greater light upon all thefe 
affairs. Meanwhile the Reis-Effendi has been de- 
pgfed foqie days ago, a^ the Mufti was degraded 
ycfterday. The Swedifh party rejoices at the dif- 
grace of the former, he having been always a 
great friend to the Mufcovites and King Auguflus. 
The ppefent Grand Vifir, or rather he who does 
his office, Ali Bafbaw, fon-in-law of the Empe- 

• A copy of this treaty is inferted in Theirs Memoirs. 

R 3 ror 
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ror is extremely hated by the people, lb that cvea 
his Highnefs runs a great rilk of being dethronedji 
or even worfe, if he does not quickly difmifs him,, 
Your Serene Highnefs will befides fee, by my 
letter of to-day to Baron Goertz, the plan upoa 
which Meff. Miillern, Poniatowfki, Rank and I, 

were afting in concert More* 

over, your Highnefs may be aflured that the King 
will never make a peace with Denmark, without 
procuring to the Serene houfe an entire reftit^tion 
of its dominions, which it has facriBced ftom it$ 
afFeftion for him, and a perfcft indemnification 
for what it fuffers, and has fuffered on this occa- 
fion. At the fame time, his Majefty has ordered 
me to give his thanks in a particular manner ta 
your Serene Highnefs, for the care you have takei\ 
in the ranfoming and tranfporting of the army of 
Steinbok; altho* Steinbok, he faid, no way dc- 
ferved that care which had been taken of him, af- 
ter the imprudent condudt he had followed. . . • , 
I have the honour to be,' with a profound refpeft, 

t. E T T E R LXVI, 

* To Baron Goertz^ 

SIR, Adrianopk^ Auguft j^^ *?'?• 

THE Emperor's refident having acquainted 
me yefterday that he is to difpatch a courier 
to Germany, I lay hold of this ppportunity to in^ 
form your Excellency of the contipuatipn of ouj: 
news here. 

The Porte feems ^t length in good earneft rc- 
folved to rcftorc King Staniflaus to the throne ot 

Po- 
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Poland. It is with this view ih/it the Tartar Haf> 
IS gone to Bender about a month ago, to take tht 
ncccflary meafures with the King and the Poles* 
After fome conferences, in which they feem to 
have been very well pleafed with each other, it has. 
been refolved to march with an army that may a- 
mount to 40,000 Turks, without ^reckoning the 
Tartars, to Chozim near Kaminiec, under pre- 
tence of fortifying that important place. King 
Staniflaus, according to the news I have received 
fron^ himfelf and from Count Tarlo, was to kt 
out from Bender as yefterday, and the Serafkiep 
Abdy Balhaw, the fame day with the troops of 

\ Ifaccia on the Danube, from whence it is ten day» 
march to Chofim. There the Republic is to be 
invited to acknowlege their lawful King, and 
thofe who refufe to fubmit to him to be threatned 
with the refentment of the Porte. As - - - - is 

adually with he flatters himfelf that 

affairs will fucceed wonderfully, and that with fome 

he would be able to gain over - - — 

Notwithftanding all this. Count Tarlo ftill flatters 
me with the fuccefs of our fcheme, and promifes 
me pofuive news of it in 20 days. The following 

. are my fentiments of this affair. If the Porte on 
one fide has a fincere intention of reftoring King 
Staniflaus, and if he on the other finds means to 
draw over Siniaffki to his party, then the revolu- 
tion may take place more eafily than is imagined ; 
but if on the ,contrary the intention of the Porte 
is only to gain fomething from the Poles, as they 
have done from the Mufcovites; and if the Re-^ 
public adheres firmly to King Auguftus, then all 
will end in an accommodation. But however it 
be, the affair is at a crifis, that it muft end either 
one way or another. I believe however, that the 
true dcfign of the Porte is to reftorc King Scanif-i 
laus, if the Poles themfelves are inclined tq K 

R 4 aad. 
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und if it can be done without drawing them into a 
War with that kingdom. But if things (hould noc 
turn out fo, they will probably endeavour to gain 
fome thing from King Auguftus, and facri&ce the 
interefts of King Suniflaus. We fhall know in a 
ihort time what will happen ; but in the mean times 
vc may obferve that the grand intention of the 
peace lately concluded, feems to be the reftoratioa 
of King Staniflaus, as in one of the principal ar« 
tides, the Czar engages not to interfere in the- lealfc 
with the aflfairs of Poland. Now as the Czar 
will never fuffcr that rcftoration, a war with the 
Mufcovites is almoft again certain, and the Porte 
items already to cxpcd it. We muft alfo confider 
that if a peace be concluded between the Romaqi 
Emperor and France, that all thefe projeAs will 
end in fmoke, from an apprehenfion of a war with 
Germany, which the Turks arc terribly afraid of. 
I every day remonftrate that the true intereft of ihe 
King ar.d the kingdom of Sweden, requires an accom- 
modation with King Auguftus, for fear left the for •» 
wardnefs of the Turks Ihould only render the 
chriftian Princes more backward, fed furAananatur 
fahula. There runs a report that money will be 
given to his Mjjtfty next week, and that he will 
be defired to go to the monaftery on the Danube 
with the Janiflaries to be more at hand. I wifh 
with all my heart this may happen. As Chozifii 
will foon be a kind of Utrecht, and the center of 
great news,, I fliould wifli to be able to go thither j 
b&t I fear the King will not agtee to it, from an 
apprehenfion left L (hould infpire King Staniflau? 
With fentiments of an accommodation. I have a 
conftant correfpondence with him by letters, and 
I will endeavour to efiecl what I think will be moft 
conducive to the intereft of the moft Serene Houfe, 
but with all the cLfcumfpec^tion imaginable, \ 
am, l^c. 

P/S. 
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' P: S. The Kin^ of Sweden has had a kind qf 
continued fever thefc three weeks. I faw him two 
days ago, when he Teemed to me much funk. 
He hopes it will foon be over. 




LETTER LXVIL 

7i bis Serene Highnefs. 

SIR, Mrianopky Auguft 6, 17 13. 

AS I doubt not but my moft humble narrative 
which I difpatched about 15 days ago has 
reached your Serene Highnefs, I would not mils 
the opportunity of the departure of a courier 
which the Emperor's refident difpatches to Vienna, 
to give you the continuation of the news of this 
country, 

Itnow almoft evidently appears, thatfincethe peace 
concluded with Mufcovy, the Turks have a fixed de* 
fignof attempting to reftore King Staniflaus to the 
throne of Poland, for which purpofe, they have 
not only caufed an army of 40,000 men (exclufive 
of Tartars) to march to Chozim on the frontiers 
of Poland, under pretence of repairing the decayed 
works of that fortification ; but alfo the Han of 
the Tartars, after feveral conferences with King 
Staniflaus and the Poliih Lords of his party, has 
fet out for Bender with that Prince and his retinue, 
on their way to the fortrefs of Chozim, there to 
invite the Republic fo named, to acknowlege their 
lawful King, by promifing them in that cafe all 
protection, and on the contrary, by threatning all 
the rebells with fire and fword. Notwithftanding 
all thefe fine appearances, the intention of the 
Porte fecBis at bottom to be to force the Czar 

(who 



(who doubtlcfs would oppofe the dethroning of 
King Auguftus) to break the peace with the Turks, 
which by making him the aggreffor, would be the 
only means of making the effendis or lawyers, and 
thereby the people, to approve of the war, a thing 
Which the Grand Signior moft earneftly wiflies. 
However I know not, and i doubt greatly, whe- 
ther the Porte would have refolution enough to 
execute with a high hand, notwithftanding their 
prefent fwaggering, a defign of this importance. 
As far as I can penetrate into this confufed chaos 
in which affairs are, it feems to me that this refto- 
ration will depend entirely upon the difpofition of 
the Poles, who form the oppofite republic. If 
they declare for King Staniflaus, or if he is ib 
lucky as to engage in his party a good body of the 
troops of the crown army, or that of Lithuania 
(as he is actually already in treaty with the chiefs 
of thofe armies) the Porte may perhaps pufli their 
great defigns into execution, eafier than is ima- 

fpncd. But if on the contrary (which is very 
ikely) King Auguftus Ihould happen to enter into 
more ftrift engagements with the Republic, and 
that King Scaniflaus (hould find no adherents, the 
Roman Emperor alfo incKning to fupport the par|y 
of King Auguftus againft the Porte, it migkt 
then facrifice the intereft of King Stanillaus to the 
.advantages it would hope to draw from King Au- 
;uftus, and acknowlege this laft for King of 
^oland. This will appear in twenty days at the 
fartheft. Meanwhile we are expefting here every 
moment the fecrctary of the Grand General Kiow- 
fki, to learn from him the refult of the conference? 
at Bender. 

Your Serene Highnefs will fee by aU thK that 
there is little appearance of an accomodaition qp 
our part with Kin^ Auguftus, fince his MajeiTy. 
jaovv flatters him felt to be able to maintain King 

Sea- 
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S.taaiflaus agaipft wind and tide. T • • • Hi» 
M^jcfty for thefc three weeks paft has fuffered 
much from an almofb continual fever, which has. 
pulled him down greatly. Within thefe few days^ 
however, he begins to recover, fo that now he 
.fecms out of danger, . . , , . We are in- 
formed here, to our grief, that the King of Den- 
mark ftill continues the blockade of Toiningen, 
We greatly wilh that the guarantees of the peace 
of Travendahl, would a(ft conjointly n with the 
circle to calm all thefe difturbances, and' to oblige 
the enemies of Sweden to a fufpenfion of arms in 
the provinces of Germany. I have the honour to 
t)e, with a profound refpcft, fcfr. 

t E T T E R LXVIH. 

T0 Baron Goertz. 

SIR,' Adrianofle^ Auguft 20 y ijt^. 

1 Doubt not but you have by this time received a 
very long letter that I did myfelf the honour to 
write to you by an Englifh merchant. 

Affairs here are again at a ftand thefe 1 5 days, 
as it ia the news on the frontiers that are to decide 
every thing. We expeft them in three weeks at 
fartheft, as King Staniflaus muft by this time bp 
arrived at Chozim with the army. We flatter our- 
fclves that the Poles in great numbers will declare 
for that Prince ; but I can hardly believe that this 
will happen fo foon* However it be, affairs are 
at fuch a crifis, that they muft end fome way or 
Othqr : and I make no doubt, but King Staniflaui 
will confult his fafety, if he perceives that the Turks 
j^n't a^ finccrely, or are not in a humour to pufh 

the 
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the affair with all neceflfary vigour. It is on thefe 
news (hat the departure of the King of Sweden 
entirely depends. In 35 days the Turkifh Lent 
begins : it lafts 30 days, and after that there is 
three days of Carnaval. I doubt not but all will 
be finiihed before that, as the ratification of the 
Mufcovites ought alfo to arrive in four weeks. I 
always believe that the Grat\d Signior wifhes for 
Vfar, and that by this affair he wants the Czar to 
become the agrgeflbr. 

Colonel BaQewitz is arrived here within thefe 
three days; but as he has been more than ten 
weeks on the road, he brings no news, but a letter 
from hi9 brother, who iQfbrms him that the troops 
of Brandenburgh, Hapover, and Wplfembuttel, 
are on march to caufe Pomerania and Holftein 
to be evacuated, and to fequellrate them by th^ 
Emperor's order j but that the commanders of the 
Swedifli fortrefles wiH not confent to this without 
an order of the King, which will be very difficult 
to be obtained, tho* in my opinion he had better 
fee his provinces fequeftrated than loft. I muft do 
Colonel Baflewitz the juftice to fay, that he fpe^ks 
as he ought of the conduft of Count Steinbock, 
and commends him greatly for not furren.dering at 
the firft capitulation propofcd by your Excellency. 
I am with much refpeft, fcfr. 

» 

P. S. The Gazette of yefterday fays, that the 

King of Pruffia is going to befiege Stettin. We 

can hardly believe this. 
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LETTER LXIX. 

To bis Serene Htgbnefs. 

SI R, Mrtanopk^ Juguft li^ 1713. 

ALT HO* fince my laft moft humble narrative 
I have nothing new to Write you from this 
place, as all depends wholly upon the news which 
we hope to receive in 10 days from Bender, I 
^ould not however fail to renew the proofs of the 
profound refpeft which I have for your Serene 
Highnefs. As far as 1 can penetrate into the po- 
litical mifteries of the Ottoman Porte, its true in- 
tentions feem ftill to be to reilore King Staniflaus 
to the throne of Poland, as it finds that meafure 
convenient for its own interefts. However, I 
greatly doubt whether it will have refolutioft en* 
ough to finiih that great work: and I believe that 
all will even depend upon the Poles or the pretend- 
ed Republic. !f it declares for King Staniflaus, 
they will not fail to fupport it ; if on the contrary 
it firmly adheres to the interefts of King Auguftus, 
and will acknowlege no other fovereign than him, 
the Porte y^\\\ then likely enter into a treaty with 
this Prince, and prefer his interefts to the reftora-^ 
tion of Kifi^ Staniflaus. 

We may, ten days hence, be able to fay fomc- 
thing pofitive on all this, as King Staniflaus, aC'*^ 
cording to our calculation, flaould arrive as to-day 
tt Chozim, accompanied by the Cham of the Tar- 
tars, and the Serafkier, Abdy Baflhaw. We now 
^ fxpeft, in five or fix days, the ratification of the 
peace concluded with Mufcovy, as th^ Ambafla- 
dor who brings it had arrived at Bender when the 
4 Lft 
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laft poft came away. The Ttirks who favour tlie 
Swedes maintain^ chat after the arrival of that ra* 
tification^ the Emperor will no longer delay to 
make his intention public, fince the Czaf being 
obliged by the late peace no longer to interfere in 
any manner with the aflfairs of Poland, will make 
himfelf the aggreffor if he refufes to t-atify what his 
Ambafladors have concluded with the Porte on 
that fubjed. I hope to fee an end to alt this bu- 
fincfs before the beginning of the Turkilh Rame* 
zam, which commences with the firfl: new nooofi, 
and confequently in lefs than 23 days; and that ia 
the mean time, his Majefty the King of Swedoi, 
who at prefent is much better, will'at length begin 
bis journey to quit Turky in good earneft. 

Colonel BaiTewitz, in the mean time arrived 
here about 1 5 days ago, charged with fome letters 

from Count Steinbok .1 ought, howe-* 

yer to do him the juftice to fay, that he talked 
very fenfibly to the King on all that has palSl^ed in 
Holftein, and that he even publicly difapproved of 
the condudl of the faid Count Steinbok. A few 
days ago, there likewife arrived here a Captain of 
a Ihip name TeifF, and one named Lowenheim^ 
Secretary to General Meyerfield. The laft has 
been difpatched exprefs from his general, to make 
a merit with the King, of his not haying ob^ed 
the orders of his excellency Count Welling,^ and 
not having confentcd to. the entry of the Pruflian 
troops into Stettin. Altho* Chancellor Miillcrn, 
and feveral others, take all ^ imaginable pains to 
prevail with the King to approve of the treaty 
made with Pruffia, I fear they will notfuccced; 
but however, that this forward impertinence and 
refufal of General Meyerfield will meet with great 
approbation. Altho' I have no inftruftions abom 
this affair, having received no news from HoJftein 
fincc the arrival of Captain Bauman, I do not fail 

howe- 
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however to defend to the utmoft of my power this 
treaty with Pruflia, and often to remonftrace, thac 
Sweden would be in a manner 'wholly undone, if 
to crown their misfortunes, the King of Pruffia 
ffaould declare againft her, which is much to be 
feared if the King refufes to ratify fo advantage- 
ous a treaty, and which is a lucky ftroke in the un^ 
happy fituation in which his affairs are. I have 
the honour to be, with moft profound refped, &<;« 

P, S. A courier arrived yefterday in the even- 
ing with the news that King Staniflaus has been 
fent back to Bender, and that the Tartar Han is 
gone by himfelf to the frontiers. This confirms 
me in the opinion that I have always held, that the 
Turks will undertake nothing extraordinary if the 
Poles do not declare for King Staniflaus. 

^J|» •■» ^K* *■» *■• ^V *■• ^W* ^m^ '■* *■» *W» *■* *B»^ *■» *>» *B» ^nC' *■• •»• *■• *»* *■• *■* •■» 

LETTER LXX. 

T!o Baron Goertz* 

SIR, Mrianopk^ Auguji iZ^ '7^3- 

YOUR Excellency will fee by the annexed 
narrative to his Serene Highnefs that affairs 
here are dill quiet, and that all depends upon the 
news that ffiall come from the frontiers, which we 
exped here in lo or la ^ays. If the Poles aA 
according to our wiffies, affairs may fucceed very 
,well fot* King Staniflaus, if not, we need make no 
doubt but the Turks will facrifice the interefts pf 
King Staniflaus to their defire of gaining fome- 
thing from King Auguftus. I have not failed 
however, agreeable to my orders, to write feveral 
times to King Staniflaus, That affairs ure atfucb a 

7 crifii 
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erifts^ tbat they tmft finijh fotnt way or other ; /ki$t 
if be does not fee 4 great appearance of bis refiora^ 
txoiHy he ought abfolutelj to think of a^ accmmoda^ 
tum^ and in that cafe^ he ought only to confuit bis 
interefts and bis prudence^ without giving heed to alt 
the falfe hopes tbat they will always be giving him 
from this place. I doubc not in the ieail but he 
vi\\\ refleft upon what I fay. Today, one named 
Spiegel in the fervice of King Auguftus, called a€ 
my lodgings, and confirmed to me from his maf* 
ter, nearly what Mr. Baumann told me frotti Ge-^ 
neral Fleming. Ac another time I ihall enlarge 
upon this affair, if the news from the frontiers are 
not fuch as we could wifh. I will leave, this coun-^ 
try with fatisf action if I fucceed in this ; for yout 
excellency knows already by my former lettefs, chat 
it is not my intention to follow the King. Mr. 
Rank, who fets out this week, will tell you from 
me fifty folid rcafons for this. All the favour there- 
fore, SSf, th^ I aik of you is, not to urge, that I 
Ihould ftay yet longer, after fuch a difagreeable re-^ 
fidence as I have had for near three years and a 
half, in fo barbarous a country, and at fuch a 

troublefome court The Secretary of 

General Meyerfield is arrived, to make a great 
merit to his mailer for bis refufing to obey the or* 
ders of Count Welling. I fear they will rather 
approve this ill timed refufai, to lofe every thing 
in formay rather than the treaty concludkl with 
the King of Pruflla, of which I have no intdU- 
gcnce, either from yoiir Ewrclkncy or from thij 
Court. I ^M) as ufual, as much as any one cm 
bfc, t^c. 

P. S. A courier arrived from Bendery brings tht 
news that King Staniflaus has been fent back ihi- 
ther, and that the Cham of the Tartars marches 
alone towards the frontiers. He fays alfo that 

Mr. 
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Mr. Tdrnchild miniftcr of the King of Sweden 
with King ScaniHaus is on the road. I- doubt noc 
but this laft feeing the difficulties that appofc bis 
ri^ftoracion, begins again to talk of an accommo- 
dation. 

LETTER LXXL 
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SIR, Adrianbple^ September i4, 1713. 

IF General. Rank is arrived before this letter, he 
will have informed you by word of mouth 
©f many circumftances which I mentioned to him*. 
Affairs inftcad of changing for the better, go every 
day from bad to wcjrfe. On the one fide Ali-Ba- 
ihaw, fon-in-law of the Grand Signior and Grand 
Vififi feems not at all a good Swede : but I am 
grcrftly deceived if he is not a very ferifible man, 
and one who will put an end to affairs one way or 
other. The Mufcovite ambaflador arrived with 
the ratification two days ago, and yefterday he had 
an audience of the Grand Vifir with the hoftages. 
They reckon they ftiall have their audience of the 
Grand Signior on Sunday or Tuefday iirft ; but 
others chink it will not be before the 15th of the 
moon. Meanwhile, upon an order from the Porte^ 
King Staniflaus has been made to return to Bender, 
which has fo fpoilt affairs in regard to the Poles, who 
were expefted to join them (although I never had 
any great opinion of it) that they are noc repair- 
able even If the Porte fhould incline it. Befides^ 
they have obliged Mr. Funk and Mr. Poniatowfki 
to retire from the city to Demertafch, although 
they are all fick, and more than eighteen Swedes 

S have 
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have died there. Ycftcrday they fcnt the S^cdifh 
interpreter, who was a German renegado, into exile, 
without doubt for having fpoke too freely of the 
prefent miniftry, and even of the Emperor. To 
conclude, according to all appearance aflfairs here 
are taking a bad turn. But what on the other 
hand is ftill ^orfe, all thefe affronts cannot yec 
bring the King to take any falutary meafure. 
Every body talks to him on this point, and I my- 
felf have prefentcd to him two very ftrong memo- 
rials fucceflively upon the affair which your Excel- 
lency knows. But hitherto no anfwer, under pre- 
tence that he muil firfl: wait for the return of the 
courier, who has been fent to Count Welling, with 
fome propofals to the court of Prufiia. Mr. Miil- 
lern believes that then the King will come to ibme 
determination : but Grothufen thinks, that will not 
happen till he is on the frontiers. Perhaps they 
are both miftaken : perhaps he will not depart in 
that manner. However it be, the lethargy, and 
infenfibility in which every one feems buried^ 
makes me mad fometimes that I fhould give my- 
felf more trouble than I need. But I begin alfo to 
be difgufted. My only comfort is, that according 
to all appearance wenre got to the Vllth fcenc of the 
Vth aft of the tragedy, and that confequently that 
it will foon end either one way or another. I doubt 
not but after the audience of the Mufcovites they 
will propofe to the King to agree to an accommo^ 
dation with King Auguftus, to go home by Bel- 
grade, or by fea, or even to ftay in one of die 
ifllnds of the Archipelago, or cities of Afia, as 
long as he pleafes. 1 know not what courfe he 
will take, but I know what courfe he ought to have 
taken long ago. I am as ufual, £s?r. 



P. a 
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P. S. Mr. Mcyerficld makes a.great merit of hli 
refufal, and of his great promifes of the defence he 
is to make at Stetcin. 



LETTER LXXII. 

^0 his Serene Higbnefs the Duke. 

SIR, Adrianople^ OSloher 6^ 1713* 

AFFAIRS here in Turky turn every day 
worfe and worfe for his Majefty, fo that 
there is. no longer any hopes of a rupture with the 
'Mufeovites, nor of any fuccours to King Staniflaus 
for his regaining the throne of Poland. The Muf- 
covites have already had their audience, and the 
Polifh miniftefs have had conferences of eight hours 
at a time for fome days with the ReisJEffendi, in 
which 'tis faid they difputed about the fmall bit of 
the Ukraine belonging to the republic, but ufurped 
by the Mufcovites, and ceded by them to the Ot- 
toman Porte. When both parties havfc once agreed 
the difpute, they will receive their audience immedi-^ 
ately after. As the Porte and the King of Sweden now 
both pique themfelves upon not making the firft 
propofal, a6Pairs, it is likely, will continue in theif 
languifhing courfe, and his Majefty perhaps not 
refolve fo foon to quit Demirtafch, although 
• there are a great number of fick there, and of the 
150 Swedes who have their refidence there, 22 are 
already dead. I have the honour to be with a moft 
profound refpeA, i^c. 
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LETTER LXXIIL 

?i Baron Goertz. 

SIR, Adrianopky October j6, 17 13. 

TH E pieces here annexed will (hew you 
almoft word for word, the propofitions which 
the Porte has at length made, both by word of 
mouth and by writing to his Swedilh Majefty, with 
the anfwers that have been given to them. But I 
beg of your Excellency to take fuch care of them, 
that we may not fee them again in the Gazettes, as 
has happened to fcveral pieces of news that I have 
written to Chriftendom ; as there arc not above 
fo'jr or five perfons at the moft who get intelligence 
of what paffes in the conferences between the Porte 
and the King, in the number of whom I have found 
means to be. 

Your Excellency will fee by this, that according 
to all appearance his Majefty will fet out from hence 
in a fhort time, to repair to feme place upon the 
road to Poland, where he will pafs the winter. 
The little appearance there is of their giving him a 
nufnerous cfcort, or of his Majefty's trufting to a 
fmall one to crofs Poland, and the courfe which 
he has chofen notwithftanding all this, makes Mr. 
Miillern and Poniatowfki believe, that by tbUs ap- 
proaching the frontiers he intends to agree to an 
accommodation with King Auguflus. But Gro- 
thufen, who is more fhrewd than the reft, believes 
no fuch thing ; and as he knows the King better than 
any one, he fuppofes that he is feeding hirt^felf with 
vain hopes, and extravagant defigns ; and that 
he keeps on good terms with the Porte, only to 
gain, or rather to lofe time« I am almoft of the 
6 fame 
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fame opinion, though I wifli with all my heart I 
may be deceived. I had a few days ago a convcr- 
fation of three hours with the King on this fubjeft. 
Among a hundred good reafons, which it would 
be tedious to repeat here, I told him, that his Ma* 
jefty being known to the world as a great King, 
and an expert general, it would now be neceflary 
to make himfelf known by fuch a ftroke to be 
not lefs a great politician. He anfwered me in Ger- 
man, that it did not correfpond with his fornicr, 
condudr. I offered to procure him the affurances 
of almoft all the chriftian Princes, that it would do 
no injury to his glory. Afterwards having told me 
a few particulars about raifmg a new army, and I 
not feeming to affent to them, he told me, that 
the fire which for fome time had been hid under 
the afhes, might yet burn out anew, provided 
they knew well how to blow it. To this 1 anfwer- 
cd, that it was rather to be feared, that by fuffer- 
ing it thus to lie under the afhes, and blowing too 
much, it fhould happen entirely to go out. All 
this tended to nothing. However it be, they have . 
promifed me a pofitive refolution, upon which!, 
always prefs them earneftly. • If I were but furc 
that he would agree to the plan, I vvould ftill fol- 
low him, although to my great inconvenience and 
lofs. If not, I will wait at Conflantinople for your 
laft orders, and nothing then (hall oblige me to ftay 
any longer here. ••'.••! hope that this 
will convince him of the fincere attachment I have 
to his perfon. I am, &?r. 

Adrianophy O£fober 13, 1713. After the audi- 
enceofthe Mufc0viteambaiIadors and hoftages^ and 
fome conferences between the Reis Effendi and 
Meffrs. Commentowlki and Goltz, the Teflfterdar 
Muftapha Effendi having by Prdcr of the Grand. 
VifirAli-Baffaaw, caufed the Capichi-Bafhaw to be 

S3 called. 



called, who is with the Kipg of Sweden, put intc> 
his hands the annexed ivriting, fealed^ to be giv^n 
to his Mdjedy, and to tell him by word of mouth 
at the fame time, that he might be certain that the 
Porte would continue to fatisfy him as far as they 
could, provided the King a(k fuch things as they 
couKl execute j that having had a conference with 
the ambaflfador of the King, and of the republic of 
Poland, they would be very glad to know the fen- 
timcnts of the King, as to his pafTage through that 
kingdom as a friend j that in truth the feafon was now 
too tar advanced to ftt out direftly, but next fpring 
it depended upon his Majefty to go through Poland, 
by any route he pleafed ;«anci that in the mean time 
he (hould be furniftied with money for his expences. 
His Majefty having granted an audience to the 
Capichi-Balhaw at feven in the evening, anfwered 
him, that he was ready to fet out that Winter, hop- 
ing that the Porte would take fuch meafures as would , 
render his, pafTage fecure. But if that could not 
be done, he would go to any place the Porte fhould 
propofe, provided it was fuch that he would have 
all his people about him, their being feparate oc- 
cafioning a good deal of inconvenience and expence. 
As to money he had nothing to fay, and that the 
Porte might do in that as they thought proper. 

The TefFterdar having alfo caufed Count Cryf- 
pin the envoy of King Staniflaus to be called, told 
him that the Porte fince the peace concluded with 
the Czar, being on the point of renewing the treaty 
of Caplowitz with the King and the republic of 
Poland : all the Poles here and at Bender muft hold 
themfelves ready to fet out for Poland, where no 
injury Ihould be done them. Count Cryfpin hav- 
ing faid that they would rather all become flaycs, 
and having alfced leave to acquaint King Staniflaus. 
with that, the TefFterdar having anfwered^ tb(a, 
ihe Porte would take ear,e of that \ adding, why/ 

were 
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were they fo averfe to return to their own country, 
fince the conqiicfts the Mufcoyites were every day 
making from Sweden, left them no longer any 
hopes of fuccecding in their plan. 

Since thefe conferences nothing hais happened on 
account of the ramezzan or lent of the Turks, but 
as it is finifhed this week by the Bairam, the Grand 
Signior is foon to go to Conftantinople, and the 
King to fome other place. 



PROPOSITIONS 

Of the Ottoman Porte delivered in writing to the 
King of Sweden^ drawn up z'jth September. 

O£loher 1 7 1 3, at Demirtafcb. 

4* 'THl H E ambaffador of the republic of the 
X King of Poland, being come to the Su- 
blime Porte to confirm anew the peace of Carlo- 
witz, upon which point, as they are adlually hold- 
ing conferences they want to know, 

II. If it will be neceflary to treat with that am- 
baffador concerning a friendly paflage through Po- 
land for his Majefty, who is adually in this coun- 
try ; that in this cafe it will beabfoldtely neceflary, 

III. That his faid Majefty declare his fenti- 
ments of this afFafr, and that he do not as formerly 
make very difficult propofitions, but fuch as the 
Porte can confent to, when tlie time of his depar** 
ture fliall come. 



S 4 The 
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The ANSWER 

Of bis Maj^ to the Propofiiions. 

To L art. T T IS Majcfty perceiving that the Porte 
X X inclines to an accommodation witl^ 
King Auguftus, and his Pfirty in Poland ^ and tha;: 
King Staniflaus has no longer any thing to hope 
from them, his Majcfty will no longer infill upon 
his reftoratioo ; but he hopes they will, nq^ put 
any conftraint upon that Prince, wbofe interefts are 
ipfcparable from his own.. 

lo II. art. His Majcfty being very glad that 
the Sublime Porte ftill continues in their reiolution 
of procuring him a fafe paffage to his own do- 
minions, begs the Porte will communicate what 
they refolve upon, before they ratify it, that he 
may be able to give his opinion of it. 

To ill. art. To conclude his Majefty's bein 
very forty in not being able to prevent his being a 
burthen to the Porte hitherto, now afks nothing, 
but will rely entirely upon the generoficy of the 
Grand Signior, \iSrho knowing what is needed, will 
think of making him ledve his empire honourably 
and arrive fafely in his own dominions, by which 
he will make his Majefty for ever indebted to him^ 

LETTER LXXIV. 

# ' -■ • . . ... 

To Baron Goertz. 

SIR, Alrianoplcj Novemler gj 1713. 

ALTHOUGH fccretary Hahn fet out for 
Bender the ift of this month, and I gave him 

a letter 
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a letter for yqur Excellency, however, as I Wievc 
that this which goes diredly by Belgrade will ar- 
rive fooner, I would not fail to inform you, that 
after fix weeks labour and attention on my party I 
have at laft received an anfvVcr ; that in regard to 
our affairs, his Majefty promifed not to make a 
peace unlefs we were included, and unlefs the moft 
Serene Houfe were entirely indemnified, and to 
order his minifters in foreign courts to take thp. 
tame care of our affairs as of thofe. of Sweden* But 
as to the great affair, all the anfwcr I received was, 
that it was of too-g«at confequcnce to be able 
to give an anfwer about it (o foon. As this lafl: 
^nfwer determines nothing and it.fcems they de- 
fer thus only to lofe time, L have thought proper 
to difpatch Mr. Hahn. I make no doubc but 
King Scaniflaus will take this courfe, and renounce 
all claim to the Crown of Poland, thereby ta 
oblige the King of Sweden, to enter, whither he 
will or not into this plan, Poniatowfki alone knows 
of the journey of Hahn, and he fupports the affair 
with all his intercft, • v • • • * I will 
endeavour in the mean time to have my recreden- 
tials next week, to go to Conftantinople to. wait 
^hc anfwer from Bender, and the return of Hahn 
from Germany. This plan is to procure me a full 
power from the King of Poland, to conclude a 
feparate peace with King Staniflaus on condition, 
however, that the King of Sweden (hall have liberty 
to accede to it at any time^ to which an obliging 
letter from the King of Poland to the King of Swe- 
dep, and another from Count Fleming to Chan- 
cellor Miillern, would do no harm, and might per- 
*haps produce a good efftft, I know not whether 
this plan will be executed, but I ftill beg of you to 
procure me in regard to it the orders of his Serene 
Highnefs my mafter, with ample inftruftions, in 
which you will tell me alfo whether it will be ne- 

ceffary 
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tcfl&ry to get the Porte to enter into it as a medi« 
acor or guarantee. Above all, I beg of you not to 
oblige me to return to the court of Sweden, for the 
reafon above-mentioned, unlefs I fhould find it pro- 
per, and it (hould become a part of the plan ; as 
it plainly appears that his not taking part in it pro- 
ceeds from his flattering himfelf with vain hopes. 

The Grand Signior having declared, that within 
twenty days he will return to Conftantinoplei after 
having caufed fhe King of Sweden to fet out in an 
honourable manner, nobody doubts but his Ma- 
jesty will depart in eight days, to pafs the winter 
at Demotica, within fix hours of this, or at the 
monaftry on the Danube. The Mufcovites and 
Poles will follow the cqurt to Conftantinople, un* 
kfs^ affairs happen to take fuch a turn here, as to 
oc^cafion fome new kalabalik. Before I conclude, 
I muil tell you, fir, that the laft Gazette having 
made mention of the delivery of Stettin, and ibme 
particular letters having fpoken of feveral intrigues 
of Mr. Baflewitz *, in debauching the burghers 
of that place, the King is in a great pafllion againft 
him. I faid that • • • • • ^^ and to con- 
clude that his Serene Highnefs would not fail of 
giving his Majefty fatisfaflion, when he fhould 
complain of the faid Bafilewicz. lam, ^e. 

P. S. I have given 300 ducats to Mr. Hahn for 
his journey, for which he has forgot to give me a 
receipt, by reafon of a little debauche that we made 
9t my lodgings the evening before his departure 
with Meflrs. Miillern, Dubcn, Poniatowflci, and 

• Affcrwards firft miniflfr to his Royal Highnefs the reign- 
ing Duke of Slefwig-Holiiein, and created a count by the Em* 
^eror in whofe fervice he enteiied» having been difmiiTed by his 
malter in a manner ^try well kiPavvn 10 the wocld. 

FIcifhman, 
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Fkiihman. I cxpcQ: your orders at Conftanti- 
nopie as foon as poffibk. 

•N 

^^^^i^^^^^^imm^^^^^^ €»^#® lie 

LETTER LXXV. 

31:? ^be fame. 

SIR, Jdrianofkj November 12, i7x3» 

• , . . • 'Tp H E moft frefh piece of news 

we have here is, that the 
King fas out to-morrow, or the day after to-mor- 
row for Demotica, there to pafs the winter, and 
perhaps fome time longer too. The Mufcovitcs 
have had their audience of leave and ratification* 
However, the two hoftages follow the court to 
Conftanunople. The Polifh ambafladors will have 
theirs the day after to-morrow, apd *tis faid that 
the Porte has defifted as to its pretentions to the 
Ukraine. The court fets out in fifteen days at the 
lateft. Such at length is the end, or rather will 
be the end of all thefe kalabaliks aiid revolutions. 

Adrianople^ November 13. The Refident, 
Fleifchman, received a courier two days ago from 
Germany,, who confirms the furrendery of Stettin ; 
but as he has brought no letters for me, I can- 
not 'exadlily tell all the circumftances. He has 
orders likewife from the Emperor to make 
advantageous and obliging offers to the Swedifli 
miniftery, in regard to the return of the King thro* 
his dominions, and in regard to a mediation be- 
tween him and his enemies. I introduced him 
ytffterday to Chancellor Miillern, with whom he 
had a conference about two hours ; but as his Ma- 
jcfty fets out for Demotic^ to-morrow morning, 

Mr. 
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Mr. FIcifchman will take a tour thither in eight or 
ten days to have the rtfolution of his Majefty, and 
that he may be able to fend back his courier. The 
Poles will hot have their audience here as was be- 
lieved, but will follow the court to Conftantinople. 
1 cxpefted to have obtained my re-credcntials 
here, but the King having wilhed that I Ihould 
come to Demotica to take my leave, I believe 
I (hall accompany Mr. Fliefchman thither, and 
that afterwards we (hall go to Conftantinople to- 
gether, where I will wait for an anfwer tp my laft 
difpatches, and then haida at a gallop to Hamburg. * 
The affurances which your Excelltrncy gave to 
Madam Ki^lmanfegge, that my departure depended 
upon myfelf, make me believe 'hat I (hall be i?o/- . 
hedu that is, welcome. I am more than any one, 
6fr. 

LETTER LXXVL 

7o the fame. 

SIR, Conjiantinople^ December 2%, ^7^3' 

MY two laft from Adrianople, will have (hewn 
your Excellency in what manner I proceeded 
to get our plan to bear in fpite of the King of 
Sweden, and to force him infenfibly for his own good 
to give his confent to it ; and alfo the reafops which, 
induced me to abfcnt myfelf from the court under, 
fomc fpecious pretence, and to come hither to wait 
quietly the return of the courier and your inftruc- 
tions, that I may have an opportunity of afting 
with freedbm, and in the manner I liked beft with- 
out giving umbrage to any one. Staniflaus's an- 
fwer to your letter, which Poniatowfki by his or- 
der 
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cler communicated to me, will fliew you what arc 
his fentiments. 'He flatters himfelf that fome au- 
thentic piece from the King of Poland, would in- 
ipire the King of Sweden with fuch fentiments as 
as we could wifh. I who alfo pique myfelf upon 
knowing him a little, can hardly perfuade myfelf 
that he will yield. Yet I do not defpair but that 
in the end he will fufFer the thing to take place, 
to have a pretence for excufing himfelf to the 
world, by faying that King Staniflaus having con- 
cluded it without his knowledge, he was obliged to 
confrnt to it. The return of the Janiflafy who ac- 
companied Mr. Hahn to Bender, and a very ftrong 
letter frdm King Staniflaus, have difcovered to 
him the intrigue, and the fecret journey (of which 
I had informed no one but Poniatowflci that it might 
not be prevented.) He appeared greatly difplealcd 
with Hahn, and Poniatowfki tells me, that if he is 
not accompanied with feme other perfort at his re- 
turn, he will not Be very agreeable to the Kinj?, 
although he conduced himfelf here very prudently. 
My friends at court tell me, that the King did not 
at all appear diipleafed with me, on account of the 
zeal which he believes I have for his interefts ; but 
that neverthelefs he can never perfuade himfelf, 
that this journey was undertaken without my 
kn6w!edge, as I wanted to make him believe, 
by a pretended letter from Hahn, which I fent to 
court. However it be, I have done my duty by 
endeavouring to perfuade him, and he his in not 
believing me. I ftill continue my correfpondence 
with King Staniflaus. Marflial Adlerfeldt has 
informed the chancery, that I have advifed his ma- 
iler to fettle his own alfairs, indepcndant of thofe 
of any other. Which, however, is only in fome 
meafure true, having only advifed Staniflaus to 
threaten the King fo tp aft, to oSHge him thereby to 
give his confent. To conclude, Sir, you may de- 
pend 
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pend upon it, that I u(c all the endeavours in my 
power, to bring this great affair to fucceed, and I 
beg of you to affurc Count Fleming of this. I 
have alfo a very regular correfpondence with Poni- 
atowflci, Grothufen andMiillern, and I conceive my 
letters in fuch terms, that they may be always (hewn 
to the King, writing upon a fmall billet apart what 
I do not judge proper that the King ihould know« 
You already know, Sir, that the Emperor^ has 
caufed an offer of his mediation to be made to the 
King, in the moft honourable and moft obliging 
terms. However, as it is not the fafliion ever to 
take any refolution, and they have given almoft 
the fame anfwer, as in our affair •, that they 
mud defer till the arrival of fome courier from 
Pomerania, to know what (late affairs are in there. 
To-day Mr. Fleifchman fends back his courier. I 
have informed the court of this, that they may 
have their letters ready, and give fome pofitive 
anfwer by Mr. Stiernbok at Vienna, with which 
'Mr. Morhoff may acquaint him. 'Tis faid that 
the congrefs of Brunfwic is begun, and that if the 
King will not give his confent to it, they will pro- 
ceed in affairs without his concurrence. I fear that 
if he docs not give fome attention to direct his af- 
fairs, they will direft themfelves; and I do not 
know his intention. Some believe that he will not 
leave his country Yill he has concluded a peace, 
and all his debts are paid, which amount to half a 
million of crowns, and others think that he will 
fet out incognito. I believe he will pafs the winter 
at Demotica, in the beft manner that can be dooc 
without money, to wait for fome great revolutioD. 
He is to quit his bed, which he has kept iince the 
month of February, in a few days ; that is, as foon 
as his houfc, his table, and his equipage (hall be 
regulated, and fome money procured. I believe 
that as Mr. Cook has been .very well paid hitherto, 

7 that 
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that he will ftill furnifh fomc money to fupply their 
rfioftpreflSng wants. 

I cxpc6t with impatience fome certain intelligence 
about' the fequeftration of Pomcrania, (againft 
which they at firft cried out greatly, although af- 
terwards by my continual remonftrances they came 
a little to approve of it) and alfo as to my inftruc- 
tions. 1 am as much as poffible, £5?r. 

P. S._ affairs here are in the utmoft tranquillity: 
An audience has not yet been granted to the Poles, 
that they may thereby gain fomething; and the 
Mufcovites will not depart till the limits be fettled, 
which is put off till the following fpring, under 
the frivolous pretence that at prefent it is too cold. 
The Tribute to the Tartar Cham, which is not yec 
regulated, will alfo ferve as a pretence to the Porte, 
dill to find fault and take offence. 

AnQtb& P.S. I received yours of the i^thof 
September from Gottorp, only a few days ago. 
Since that time I have had no news or intelligence 
of what is doing at home. I have written to Mr. 
MorhofF, to addrefs all my Packets to Mr. Fleifch- 
mann, which 1$ the moft certain way. The King 
of Sweden has been very bad, but not to extre- 
^ tnhy. Mr. Steinbok ought not to exclaim againft 
us, but agaihll himfelf. Thanks to my afTiduity, 
they arc perfuaded of this at the court of Sweden, 
and the adjutant whom he has fent, will lofe his 
latin if he endeavours to perfuade them to the 
contrary. I took the precaution to leave in the 
chancery all the copies and pieces that may ferye 
for our juftification. 
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LETTER LXXVW. 

To Barm Goeriz^ 

SIR, Adrianople^ March iS^ 17 14* 

AS I have only once had an opportunity of 
writing fully to you fince the arrival of Mr, 
Duhring, on account of the great difficulty of 
fending couriers, or even letters to Germany under 
this Grand Vifir; therefore for the direction of 
your Excellency, I judge it neceflary to begin with 
a Ihort detail ot the ftate of affairs here, rcferving 
any fuller information till I fhall have the honour 
of feeing you in Germany this fpring, to which 
his Majefty has confented. I ihall begin with our 
troops. I have not failed to fpeak to his Majefty 
himfelf, and afterwards agreeable to the orders 
I received, to prefent a memorial to him con- 
cerning the maintaining of the horfes of the 
dragoons that are at Stettin, and for the fubGft^ 
ance alfo of the troops which are come from Bra* 
bant. The thing was, I perceived, upon the 
point of being rcfufed, if I had not upon reflec-* 
tion, inferted in the memorial that hi^^ Majefty 
might ufe the troops as if they were his own. He 
tipon this took a fancy. Thai they Jhould take the 
oath of fidelity to him^ upon his affigning them their 
quarters^ their rations:, and fuit able fay while they 
Jhould be in hisfervice, and that the moji Serene Hou/e 
would confent to leave them in his fervice. He even 
wanted forthwith to conclude a treaty with me on 
that head ;, but as I have no fuch orders, and as 
my long abfence and diftance from the court pre- . 
vent me fr^m knowing if fuch a treaty would be 
convenient for us, I excufed myfelf 3 however, a^ 

I 
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I perceived that without that, there was nothing to 
be done, I begged of the King to fend a full power 
to Count Welhng, to treat on that head with the 
mod Serene Houfe. That was agreed to; but 

. next day it was judged proper to addrefs that or- 
der to General Ducker at Stralfund, and to give 
him a full power to take into his Majeftfs fervice 
the ^fftbole regiment of Count Dernath, with as many 
infantry as the moft Serene Houfe Jbould be pleafed 

• ^^ offer: it being likewife his Majefty's intention, 
to fend out the dragoons who are in garrifbn at 
Stettin, and to replace them by the battalion that 
was in the pay of England : or elfe, what would 
dill be. more agreeable to the King, to perfuade 
the Pruflians, to make a numbet* of their troops 
to go out of Stettin, equal to that of the dragoons 
who are to evacuate the place, that they may be 
the lefs burdenfome to the city.. In this cafe, if 
Fruffia would confcnt to it (which however I 
greatly doubt) his Majefty is alfo ^ery willing to 
take into his pay that called the Holftein battalion.* 
This, Sir, is all that I could obtain. It bejongs 
to you at prefent, to judge if this treaty ^ould be 
agreeable to us, or if we can find any other means 
of keeping up thofe troops. I aifo required, as a 
condition fine qua non^ that thofe troops fhould 

. be difcharged whenever the moft Serene Houfe 
ihould defire it; and I know that Mr. Ducker will 
agree to it, if it be ftrongly infifted upon. As to 
the other conditions, fuch as the nomination of the 
officers, i^c. I did nbt judge it proper to talk of 
them, as you can agree with Mr. Ducker about 

- them much better than can be done here. At the 
worft, if you do not judge it proper to conclude 
the treaty, this order (which is fent off by this 
courier in the packet to Mr. FriefendorfF) will prc- 
yent Mr. Ducker from diHodging our troops from 
Pomerania. ...*«. Before I entirely leave this 

T af. 
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affair, I will cell you» chat having karned chat 
chey were endeavouring co do Major General Horn 
bad offices, and even co take his regimer^e from 
kirn for having taken chat title; I (hewed the ad- 
vancages his Majefty would even draw from that, 
and the necefllcy there was for it, in fuch terms aa 
I hope would put a flop to an order. that had 'Cvcn 
been comnqiitted to paper, that he muft eijcher xc- 
turn CO his regimenc or quic che fcrvice. They 
readily agree chat che regency was in the wrong, 
10 addrefs themfelves rather to the PrufGan Go- 
irernor than co ours ; but as they fetm inclined to 
feierve to themielves, to what pucpofe I know not, 
the right of difapproving what has been a£ted in 
Fomerania, they avoid concerning themfelves in 
this affair. 

I now come to the memorial which Adjutant 
'.General Duhring put into my hands. 1 have had 
occafioa to read ic to the King from one end to 
. the other, with the two pieces annexed ; and to. 
.fpeak 10. him on that Iie^ fo clearly and in fuch 
llrohg terms, chat I am miich deceived if he has 
not enttrely quitted any fmall fufpicions chat might 
hav-e reoftained. What confirms me in this is, tnat 
hs has alked that memorial from me. I left out 
totM fatirical expreffioos, and others chat might 
flicw refemtnent, and then delivered him a copy. 
My intention at prefent is to return to Demotica 
whenever I ihall have difpatched this poft, and to 
oblige him by a fmali memorial, which I will prc^ 
ient to him, to declare exprefsly, whether be doesj 
. er d^es not^ defire us to intermeddle in bis affairs f^r 
the future? that I may be abk at my return to ia- 
form bis Highnefs and the Miniftry of hia inten- 
tions. If be chufes the firft, which I make no 
dqubt ofy I will endeavour to bring foo^e pofitive 
refolution as to the plans which we have laki for 
. him. Till I arrive at Berlin (which will probably 
' 8 , not 
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hot be till the end of May) we njuft ftill traycrft 
and feek to gala time, as fuch is the iltuacton of 
(:0njuiidi:ures9 that I (hall certainly be able to bring 
you fomething decifive. 

On one fide. General Liewen is arrived frpnni 
Sweden With difpatches of the utmoft confeqjuencei 
and which intreat the King's return in the moft 
preffing terms i on the other, the Porte is on tha 
point of corbing to a coDclunojn with Mr. Com- 
mentowflci, as to his Majefty*s paflage thro* Po* 
land with 6oo«i men j fo that, according to ap- 
pearancej they will without delay make foaie pro- 
pofais on that head ; and what is rnofe^ they have 
juft granted leave to King Staniflaus to go whither 
he pleafes, which will give him a^ opportunity of, 
retiring to Cronftadt in Tranfylvania, under the 
proteftion of the Roman Emperor, there to wail 
the ifTue of his affairs, as by this time he has r-e-* 
- folded. All thefe circumAances will naturally oblige 
the King to take fome courfe or to (hew evidently 
that it is not his intention to leave this country } 
cither of which will put it irt our power to take 
our own meafures. 

As to a peace with the King of Poland, I dafe 
almoft pofitively afTure you, that nothing about \t 
is at prefqnt under confideration, and that hitherto 
they have entered into no other courlc to procure it^ 
as you fear. I have done all that was poffible to 
4iicover the aSairj but aJl that 1 could learn is^ 
th^t King Staniflaus ads from bimfclf^ and ha? 
difpkiched the chamberlain Tornchild, and.afterr 
wards Colonel Menzer, not to treat, bu|: to prefs 
the King of Polandr-to fend fomething real, by 
which the King of Sweden, may be convinced of 
the finccrity of his intentions j which is always the 
only thing that prevents them here fron^i hearkning 
to any propofal. The Han of the Tartars has 
alfo made the fame propofals for fome tim^e paft^ 
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having offered his mediation and that of the Porte, 
and the anfwer has been given almoft in the fame 
tone, and in general terms. Meanwhile MiiUern 
and Poniatowfki, make not the lead doubt of fuc- 
cefs in this affair, provided Hahn returns with fome 
plenipotentiary* I have notice of his arrival by 
your Excellency's lad letter ; but it does not men- 
tion a word of his return, on which account I am 
very uneafy, as it is the only thing that ftill keeps 
me in this country. At the worft, if he does not 
return before my departure, I wfll endeavour to 
obtain fome commiflion on chat head. 

As to the alliance with PrufTia, it feems to me 
that hitherto they have no great liking to it, whe- 
ther it is that they will not facrificc Stettin, or 
whether from the opinion that the Miniftry here 
are very tenacious of, that nothing effential will 
ever be concluded at Berlin; the deiign of the 
King of Pruffia, being folely to gain fomething 
without riflcing any thing. In the mean time, I 
informed your Excellency in my laft, that if that 
court, as a proof of its good intentions, would 
procure reftitution to be made to us; they would 
then in all likelihood come to an accommodation 
with it, efpecially if France and England would in 
good earneft oiake the fame propofal. I have la- 
boured much in this affair, and alleged the ftrong* 
eft reafons in the world, without being able to 
obtain any thing elfc, than a permiffion to your 
Excellency to flatter Pruffia, provided that can 
contribute to our obtaining reftitution ; and an or- 
der to the Minifl:ry of Sweden not to contradict it. 
I will alfo endeavour to bring fomq dccifive refolu- 
tion with me on this head. 

General Licwen (whom the Boftangi Bafliaw firft 

obliged to go to Conftantinople, from whence he 

was fent back on the 21ft of this month to Demo- 

tica, and to whom I found an opportunity of do- 
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log fofnc fervice during this kind of imprifonmcnt) 
has told me in confidence that - - - - - - 

^ He alfo begged of me above all things to hinder 
Mr. Baflewitz from being Tent to Sweden, becaufe 
he would be affronted there, on account of fome 
very imprudent and infolenc fpeeches he made in 
public concerning the fucccflion of the young Duke, 
faying that he was foon to go to Sweden to put 
the crown on the head of that Prince. I can 
hardly think thispoflible; but I very well know 
that here they are not at all well pleafed with his 
conduft. It belongs to himfelf to juftify it. 

This Mr. Liewen, moreover, appears to me to 
be a man of good fenfe, and one who will tell 
things as they are. The great defign of his com- 
ing here is, doubtlefs, to endeavour to get the 
King out of this country, or to procure to the 
Princefs and the Senate a full power. .•...;. 
Befides, they afk another Admiral, another Gene- 
ral, and a Prcfident of the treafury. Some tell 
me thlit the Hereditary Prince of HeflTe wants the 
fecond poll, but I doubt whether it will be grant- 
ed him. His marriage is a fecret that even Miil- 
lern knows nothing of. I have my fpies upon 
duty, and upon my return I will endeavour to in- 
form you of every thing. 

I am forry that the court of Hanover (hews fo 
little good- will towards us and Sweden, cfpecially 
as the King feems rather inclined to conclude ah 
alliance with it than Pruflia. It feems to me that 
they reckon here a little too much upon France, 
and in thofe hopes negled taking meafures with 
the other powers. 

The King feems not difpleafed that the Princefs 
has taken her feat in the Senate, after thefdid rea- 
fon for it, which have been menrioned to him; 
but he did not confent to it before^ hand, as Mr. 
Rank believed, 'Tis faid that the diet in Swedeh 
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has determined in every thing to the advwtage of 
the King, and that all depends upon his Majeily's 
quick return inro his own country, if he does not 
want to fee all their reiblutions overturned. 

The plan of a peace between Sweden and Dca- 
inark, will never be reliihed here upon the footing 
of an exchange of the Puchy of Bremen, &r. 
for thofe of Skfwick and Holilein, for they will 
pot even hear the propoTicions that Dennnark wants 
to make on this bead. I fee by the extract of 4 
letter of Count Keventlau from Hanover, which 
Mr. MorhofF has communicated to me, that the 
King of Denmark wants to quarrel with us, on 
^ccoimt of the attempt made to fend in provifions 
to Tonningen, and that he refuies to keep to the 
treaty concluded on that head. I fear this will 
greatly retard the rcftitution we expcft, unle& Pruf^ 
fia oblige him to it. I fee plainly that he will with 
difficulty confept to it, as long as it is not known 
upon what foot he is with the King of Sweden. I alfo 

Ferceivc that he has (bme foundation for this, but 
cannot make them comprehend it here. It feems 
to me that they would like Harlequins divifion 
very well here ; all en one fide^ and nothing on tbt 
ether ; altho* I have often toJd the King that the 
bafis of all contracts is do ut des^ facto ut facias.. 
But the worft of all is, that they always de'ay till 
^rasy crasy the moft prelEng rcfolut ons. Befides^ 
money is a thing fo rare here, that they have aU 
xnoft loft the ufe of it, and almoft do not know 
whether the coin be round or fquare. Without 
the Tbaim of the Turks, which however confift« 
only in a portion of bread, wine, meat, rice, fcf^, 
and Mr. Cook who famifiies wherewith to fupply 
|)is Majcfty's table, I know not what would become 
of them. At Bender, the fcarcity, if poffible, 
muft ftill be greater, and he that gets ten crowns 
P|>PR ft remit(^ce ^ 9n hun^fedi tJ^nks he ha« 
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macle a good bargain. No body knows whatth6. 
King owes, (o great is the confuflon; but I be^ 
)ieve that it will amount to half a million, exclu-* 
five of the letters of exchange which are to be 
payed at Hamburgh j and I know not how the 
King can leave this country if he piques himfelf 
upon paying his debts before his departur'e -, efpe* 
cially as 1 fee no appearance that the Grand Sig- 
piorwill again empty his coffers to fill thole of bid 
iiibje^ts, which is quite contrary to the genius of 
the Turks. However it be, you may ea/iTy judge 
from this fcarcity, what they are likely to effeft in 
a country where no body can make a ftep without 
money. 

A fehrman of the poft, which is properly a 
paflport to leave the country with the poft, will 
coft at Icaft 30 or 40 crowns; and befides, therd 
)S no fmall dif&culty in obtaining it under this 
Grand * Vifir. You know by my foregoing, ihat 
the firft Mr. Duhring was happily brought to 
Conftantinople ; I fay happily, as I juft then ar- 
rived at that city. The fecond was detained here 
at the houfe of the Boftangi Bafhaw, till an an* 
fwer ftjould be received from court, which- was tert 
days in coming. General Liewen has been obliged to 
make a tour to Conftantinople, from whence he was 
afterwards fcnt to Demotica. My valet de Cham- 
bre is the only one that has happily efcaped, and 
who has come to me direftly. I have, however, 
found means to get all their letters; not only thofc 
for my felf, but thofe alfo for the court of Swe- 
den, but this could not be done without prefcnts, 
fomctimes to one, fometimes to another. To con- 
clude. Sir, a man that would do the leaft thing in 
this country, ought almoft always to have his 
hand at his pUrfc. Befides, .there muft be Janif- 
faries, interpreters, and ib many other kind of 
gentry, quite yfclefs in our country, but which 
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nevcrthclcfs coft money. All the fmallcft conve- 
niences which arc needed by the Franks, are ex- 
ceflively dear*, but what cofts more than all the 
reft are, the couriers that muft be difpatched upon 
the fmallcft affair, as there is no regular poft in 
this country, I do not doubt - but this article will 
ftand-me in 40QO crowns during my abode in this 
country. You may judge in proportion of the 
reft, ajid whether it is to be wondered if a perfon 
fpends 2^ good deal of money. I am willing to 
confefs between ourfelves, that I am not quite 
the beft ceconomift in the world i witnefs, that I 
have twice difmifled all my domeftics, fold off my 
horfes and furniture, that I might be able to go 
poft, once after the battle of the Pruth, and 
another time after that fine affair of Bender ; an4 
that afterwards, extraordinary conjunftures and 
the orders of the court, obliged me ftill to remain 
and to purchafe every thing anew. But befides, I 
(defy the moft expert ceconomift to remain four 
years in this country, and at a court where mo- 
pey is fo rare, without fpending large fums, efpcr 
cially if one wifhes to make any figure, and to 
fathom what is going forward. As to the advan- 
ces I have made to the King, and which amount 
in all to about 30,000 crowns, it was impoffible 
to keep myfclf clear of that, on account of the 
credit which they knew I had at Conftantinople, 
and of the affurances the King gave me that all 
Ihould be forthwith paid at Hamburgh; befides 
that part of that money, was fo charitably employ- 
ed in faving fo many perfons of rank and honour, 
that I could not help advancing it, even at the 
hazard of Iqling it entirely. However it be. Sir, 
I hope thv at my return they will fo order mat- 
ters that I fhall have no room to complain, that 
pver and above the bargain, I have been obliged . 
forqin fpyfclf in a journey that has made ^)e lofp 



my time, my youth, my pleafures, and perhaps 
my fortune; and all this in a barbarous country, 
and at the moft troublefome court, without doubt, 
in the world. I hope your Excellency will have 
greater attention to this than any one, as you can- 
not imagine how earneft I have always been that 
jujlice fhoqld be done to your merits and fervices, 
jin which I may almoft reckon that 1 h^ve ^t length 
fgcceeded; and truly no one is with move zeal and 
attachment than I, i^c. 

P. S. The following is the order to Mr. Gener 
ral Dudcer in regard to our troops, which I have 
thought proper to alk of the Chancery, tp addref? 
it to your Excellency. I fend along with it a letter 
to Baron Horn, which doubtlefs regards his own 
affairs. I fend this packet alone by one of. my 
domeftics to Peterwaradin, to put it into the poft, 
for not having yet got the Febrman of the poft, I 
could not fend back Mr. Duhring. But as they 
Jiavejuft promifed me one, I will fend him off in 
ten or twelve days, with difpatches of confequence. 
To-morrow I will go to Demotica, where they 
want me to pufli the King to fome refolution in 
regard to the plans I prefented to him. We aft 
all in concert, and by that means we prefs him i(^ 
much, that we will cither get from him a wing Of 
k feather. 
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LETTER LXXVIIL 

to the Same. 

SIR, AdrianopU^ May 6, 1714. 

I Write this to you at all hazard by General 
Poniatowfki, who fets out this night from my 
lodging to Bender to fpeak to King Staniflaus; 
who has obtained at length, after the audience of 
Mr. Commcntowfki, permiflion to retire where he 
pleafes. 1 will mention to you in hafte, that our 
affairs go on well, and that his Majcfty being per- 
iuaded of our zeal, does not approve the defigns 
of making the Duke be looked upon as of age in 
Sweden. What is more, his Majefty feems detei- 
mined to fet out at length in good earneft; to 
which the revolutions to be feared in Sweden, and 
the rcmonftrances of Meff. Mullern, Feiff, Liew- 
en and Poniatowfki have greatly contributed. I 
fay nothing of my own, but I believe they have 
done no harm. 

We fhall know fomcthing more pofitive about 

it in ten days, after which I fet out fronri hence 

with General Liewen, having my difpatches alrea* 

dy in my pocket. I believe his Majefty will even 

refolve to pafs'thro* Germany, if the Porte per- 

fids in darting new difficulties as to the paflfage 

thro' Poland, as there are difficulties in reality. I 

believe alfo, that they are not far diftant from en-^ 

tering ino a negotiation for a general peace, by the 

mediation of the Emperor and of France, as they 

are already engaged to it in a manner, by the an- 

fwer made to the former. If your Excellency 

judges this may be for our advantage, I can pufh 

the affair in paffing thro* Vienna, if \ there find 

order* 
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onfcrs for it at riiy arrival. This letter is ftiort, 
and written in a great hafte, but I believe it is not 
the leaft comforting. I Ihould be glad to receive 
fuch another from your Excellency as to the ex- 
pences, which I cannot help making in this coun- 
try. I am, fcfr. 

LETTER LXXIX. 

To the Same. 

SIR, Adrianopky May 12, 1714. 

I Set out to-morrow for Demotica ; 1 hope this 
wiU befor the laft time, as my difpatchesarenow 
ready andfigned ; but alfo as General Liewen, who 
is to go with me, has told me, that he will havq 
his difpatches in a few days. 1 am extremely glad 
to have contrafted a ftrift friend (hip with this ge- 
neral. We may draw confiderable fervices from 
it upon his return to Sweden, as he is an honefl: 
man, and has, fenfe and courage. Befides, he is 
not to fet out from hence without knowing exadly 
when, and in what manner the King is to depart, 
and the orders that- he gives in the mean time to 
the regency. And as I will conduft him to Berlin 
tb have fome difcourfe with your Excellency, I am 
perfuaded we may take meafures together that will 
be very well fuitcd to our interefts. Befides, your 
Excellency will know by my laft letter, which I 
committed to the care of General Poniatowiki about 
eight days ago, when we went to Bender, to fee 
lihc liling his mafter before his departure from Cron- 
l^adt; thiat Mr. Commentofki has at laft had his 
^ttdicQCe In which nothing elfe was ftip^ilated than, 

I. That 
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1. That the Mufco vices (hall never for the fu- 
ture enter Poland : 

2. That they will no longer oppofe the King's 
paflTage through chat Kingdom. 

And that che Vifir may be no longer troubled 
ivich che bufinefs : chis tail affair has been remitted 
to the Tartar Han to regulate it with King Au- 
guftus. But as they eafily perceive, that in this 
laft manner it will never turn out to the advantage 
of the King of Sweden ; and that the affair will be 
protraded co a dreadful length ; they have endea- 
voured to perfuade the King to take another route, 
and they believe they have fwayed him a little, as 
within thefe few days he has caufed a declaration 
to be made to the Porte by the French ambaflador ; 
that if they were any ways embaraflcd with his 
paflTage through Poland, they need only mention 
it, and he would think of fome other courfe. It 
is the anfwer to this, that we are at prcfent ex- 
pecting, and which is to determine e<^ery ching.^ 
What is certain, is, that the King having received 
a great number of remon ft ranees, reprefcnting the 
neceflity of his prcfence in Sweden, fecms to have 
refolved in good earneft to depart at laft. This 
muft certainly be faft, fince 1 Thomas begin to 
believe it. 1 ftill flatter myfelf that *m likely I 
may receive a commifllon to make fome propofals 
at Vienna, as to bis route through Germany. 

Moreover, Sir, as the King after the peace can 
no longer refufe to confent to the Emperor's medi- 
ation, and as a congrtfs for the pf ace of the north 
would doubtlefs turn out to our advantage ; my 
plan is to infmuate to the court of Vienna, by the* 
bye that the King will not refufe that mediation i£ 
the Emperor caufe a fecond offer of it to be made. 
In the mean time, as I would not chufe to do any 
;hing at a hazard, 1 beg of your Excellency to 
fend forthwith to Mr. Morhorf in(tru£Uons pn this 

point 
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point for me, 1 have a very favourable occafion 
to infinuate what I want on this head, by means of 
a letter which his Majefty's refident at Conftanti- 
npple has written in my favour to the vice chancel-* 
lor of the empire. 

' I defer difcourfing of the affairs which intereft 
you 'till my return. I (hall only fay ip. general, 
that the King is perfuaded of your zeal > that he 
does not approve of the proceedings of the fenate 
with Denmark, and in regard to the young Duke's 
being reckoned of age ; that he will never conclude 
a peace at our expence, and to conclude that we 
may flatter ourfelves with his particular protedion 
upon his return, upon which alfo will depend the 
accommodation which you know of. 

The regency of Stettin complain of us, and the 
King would have given fome heed to their com- 
plaint, if I had not happened to fay to him that it 
was the cuftom of lawyers and magiftrates to be al- 
ways complaining of the: poor foldiers. I was 
obliged to read to him more than three times the 
paflTage in your letter about the revolutions to be 
feared in Sweden, and it had a good effecf):. I am, 

P. S. The plan you have propofed in Sweden, 
is quite agreeable to the King, provided it does not 
coft him what you know. He will take all our 
troops, it being his defign to form a new army. 
He is very glad that Mr. Ducker is not gone, and 
ilill more that be of himfelf a(ked for our Dra- 
goons. 
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^0 the Same. 

S I R, Demotka^ June i6, 17 14. 

TANDEM bona caufa triumpbat. The 
King gives all due juftice to our attachment, 
and to your zeal in particular. Thanks to youif 
letters and memorials^ and to my remonftrances^ 
* • ' • ' But what makes our court more 
than all the reft, are the indefatigable pains taken 
by Count Von Denratb and General Ducker, to 
have an arooy on foot in Gernuny by the -time his 
Majefty arrives there. He talks to me every day 
of our troops, and efpecially of the regiment of 
dragoons, and I doubt not but he will be vtxy glad 
to take them all into his fcrvice. . . • . * 
Let us now come to the great affair. 

I cannot deny, but that the meniorial you know 
of, is mine : but 1 can prove by the chara6ter of 
Hahn himfclf, and the teftimony of Poniatowfid 
and Mtillern, to whom he faid the fame things^ 
that he has not only advanced thofe propofitions, 
but alfo two or three that I did qot think proper to 
add. It only remains then that I fbould juftify 
the ftile. As to this, we ought firft to confider 
the title which fays, advantages to be expeHed^ &c* 
and fecondly, that piece was never given with the 
intention of being (hewn to the plenipotentiaries of 
King Aug-uftus. . . . • * After this pream- 
ble, you muft know, Sir, that Tornchild was 
folely difpatched by the vivacity of King Staniflaus. 
and addrelied to Lagnafco againft all rules, and 
without the King of Sweden's knowing a word 
of it* At prefent his Majefty preteniis, that King 

Auguftw 
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Apguftus having difavowed my memotjal never 
bad a fincerc intention in that rcfpcft. To unde- 
ceive hind) I have caufed another memorial to be 
prefented by Mr. Mullern, in which I prove to 
him s that the affair being almoft become public^ 
King Auguftus could not do otherwife, that he 
might not fall out with the Czar before the time» 
nor Fleming likewife to keep off Lagnafco, who 
plainly was to know nothing of the affair ; and that 
at prefect to get the fox out of the hole^ the Kipg 
t^ Swedei) need only declare by me, that if King 
il«igiLiftus has a (incere i^ntention he is ready to treats 
We muft fee if I can (Atain this point. At the 
•worft Mulletn believes that it is abfolutely necef- 
fary, that you be upon good terms with Mr. Torn- 
childy as it is an infallible means of bringing the 
matter to bear, and that it Ihould paf3 through 
the channel of King Staniflaus, with whom yoa 
would do well to keep a correfponderice of letters, 
or even to fend (bme pcrfon to him. I do my Mtr 
mod to bring him to what I want, and whatever 
,he does is well executed here. The letters hereto 
annexed, and open, will procure you an oppor- 
tunity, I am particularly well acquainted with Me. 
T<wnchild : he is a very honeft man, who does not 
waot underftanding and knowledge ; but as he was 
formerly not in the King's good graces, and con- 
fequently was not empk)yed, he has no experience. 
Bcfidca, he has a certain ftiff* formal air, tho' in truth 
very noble fcntifnent$, which, however, arcfet off with 
a grave and Spanilh deportment, fitter for the Pre- 
iident of the council, than for a negotiator, who 
ought to have an infinuating behaviour and eafy 
manaer$. • • • • • i toW all this to the 
King the other day, and alfo laughing I • • • • 
However it be, 1 take the liberty again to advife 
you to kave every thing in ftatu quo^ till my ar- 
rival, as I can give you great information in every 

thing. 
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thing: I have my difpatches and my credentials 
quite feady. I wait only for the return of one of 
thy Janiffarics from Conftantinople, who is to 
bring the decifive anfwer for my mounting my 
horfe, and being the forerunner of the King of 
Sweden. After a good deal of difputing and de- 
lay, from whom the firft propofals (hould come, 
the Porte has afked, that the King fhould fend 
fome perfoii with propofals and demands, figned 
with his own hand, and fealcd with his feal : but in- 
ftead of that the King has declared by Mr. Defal- 
leurs, natjince the Porte will not give him the pro- 
teSion of the efcort fo often promifedj he now alks 
no more than the fehrman or pafport. As it is I 
that difpatched the couriers, and as Mr. Defalleurs 
is my intimate friend, I am informed of every 
thing. It is not doubted but the Porte will give 
the fehrman in a few days ; and that his Majefly 
will then find himfelf obliged to pafs through Ger- 
many. They would without doubt alfo give more 
money, if they would fet about that affair in a pro-' 
per manner. It would certainly do no harm, as 
they owe here to Turks, Greeks, and Jews, be- 
tween 5 and 600 purfes, which they might then 
be able to pay with 300, as a great part of that 
money has been negotiated at Bender, where they 
give at the rate of 20 for 10, and fometimes for 
5 crowns a receipt for 100 crowns. Judge by 
this if the intereft or exchange, which we pay to 
Mr. Cook, and which amounts to about 25 per 
cent, is fo cxceflive in this country, where the richeft 
man pays ordinarily 1 5 per cent, per annum. 

You doubtlefs by this time know, that King 
Staniflaus has fet out from Bender for Cronftadt, 
accompanied by Count Tarlo and Mr. Adlerfeld, 
and fome others. 'Tis believed that he will go to 
Deux Ponts. Poniatowlki is gone to join him, 
and I believe he will follow him. He is without 

doubt 
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doubt one of the hpnefteft men in the world, and 
very much my friend. The moment that the an- 
fwer comes to Conftantinople, 1 will difpatch a 
courier to Cronftadt, which Ihall be charged with 
a copy of this, and others letters for Chriftendom. 
As I write this by a French merchant, who is to 
leave Adrianople this afternoon, I beg of you to 
make my excufe to his Highnefs, and to fend him 
the contents of this. Inform alfo Count Welling 
of the news hereto annexed ; Duhring and I will do 
him good fervices. As there is no better means 
to prevail with the King to confent to a negotiation 
for the peace of the north, than by the mediation 
of the imperial court ; I could carry on fome in- 
trigues as to that bufinefs, .when I pafs at Vienna, 
provided I find my inftrudlions for it with MorhofF. 
I will have a fine opportunity for it. I am, ^c, 

P. S. Our young Duhring is very much fn the 
King's favour. By my example you may fee, that 
blundering fpoils nothing. I told his Majefty, that 
his mother being afraid that ftudy would fpoil 
the foldier and the martial air, took great care 
that he fhould not know a word of Latin, in which 
(he had fucceeded to a miracle. This is an anfwer 
to your two letters of the loth of March and 17th 
of April. 

LETTER LXXXL 

To his Serene Highnefs. 

SIR, AdrianopUy June 21, 17 14. 

TH E grejit difficulty of fending letters fafely 
to Germany, and the continual deferring of 
the King's departure from day to day, are the rea- 

^U^ fgn 
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foD, that I cannot fo often as I could wifh fuUfil 
my duty. In the mean time the privy-counfellor 
Baron Goertz will not have failed to give an ac- 
count to your Serene Highncfs of what I have had 
the honour to inform him of from time to time, 
concerning the prefent fituation of affairs here. 
' Chancellor Miillern has received the letters of your 
Serene Highnefs, both for himfelfand your Ma- 
jefty, and he communicated them to me before he 

delivered the laft to the King '. 

His Majefty not only exprcffcd himfclf in the moft 
gracious terms in regard to it, but has alfo given . 
an anfwer to your Serene Highnefs, and promifed 
to fend peremptory orders, concerning the bufi- 
nefs to the fenate at Stockholm. His Majefty, 
moreover, is perfeftly convinced of the uprightnefs 
of your Serene Highnefs's intentions, and of your 
attachment to him and the kingdom of Sweden. 
I have, bcfides, the honour to in- 
form your Serene Highnefs, that the King defires 
to take all the troops of Holftein into his pay, 
that by the affiftance of thpfe regiments, he may 
be enabled to form a new ;army in Germany; 
General Ducker will without doubt receive his 1^ 
orders to-day on that point from his Majefty. But 
what is ftill better, he will in all probability be him- 
felf very foon in your neighbourhood, where it will 
then be more eafy to fettle every p^Mnt. The hopes 
of a fudden departure from this country is now 
greater than .ever, as fince the renewal of the 
treaty of Carlowitz with the republic of Poland, 
by its ambaflador Commentowlki *; the Turks 
having afked the King for his requeft in writing, 
fubfcribed by himfelf ; his Majefty only anfwered, 
that there was no need of it : and what confirms 

* B/ which, however, the Turks referved to themfelvcs 
the liberty of conducing the King through Poland. 

this 
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this probability of an approaching departure, is, 
that his Majefty imnnediately after that refufal fcnt 
an order to Conftantinople to the French ambaf- 
fador the Marquis of Defalleurs, by one of my 
Janiflaries, to aflc only from the Porte a fehrman 
or paffport £or himfelf and his retinue, which 
makes us conclude that he is refolved to pafs through 
Germany, although nothing pofitive as to this can 
yet be affirmed. Thefe fifteen days We have been 
cxpcfting the anfwer of the Porte as to this pointy 
and no later than yefterday I, fent another exprefs 
for this purpofe. Mean while, we make no doubt 
of fobn obtaining this fehrman, and perhaps the 
Porte will alfo add to it a good fum of money, 
provided they only aflc it in a decent manner ; fo 
that his Majefty may quit this kingdom with ho- 
nour and diftindion. I wait only for this anfwer 
to take poft immediately after, to be the forerun- 
ner of his Majefty, fo that v^ith my difpatches and 
credentials, which are now all ready in the chan- 
cery ; I hope at laft, after fo long waiting, tOvCn- 
joy the happinefs fo much wiftied for, of declaring 
to your Highnefs by word of mouth, that no one 
can be with more zeal and refpefb than I am, &r. 

P. S* The Porte waits for the opinion of the 
Han of the Tartars, as to the fehrman which his 
Majefty demands, as I learned yeftcrday from the 
French ambaffador. 
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LETTER LXXXII. 

To Baron Goertz. 

SIR, jidrianopkj June 2^^ 1714- 

BY this opportunity, by the way of Cronftadc, 
I fend you the duplicate of my two laft letters 
of confcquence. I alfo add to them a letter for his 
Excellency Count Fleming, with a memorial which 
your Excellency will have the goodncfs to caufe to 
bedecyph^red, and then to fend him a copy. It will 
clearly (hew that I advanced nothing, but that 
with which I was at Icaft commiffioned by Mr. 
Grund, and if there is a fincere intention to bring 
this work to a conclufion, they muft follow tht 
plan contained in the laft page of the piece joined 
to the letter of his Excellency Count Fleming. A$ 
Poniatowfki whp without doubt is one of the 
honcfteft men in the world, is throughly in th« 
favour of his Swedifti Majefty, he will be abfle to 
perform very important fervices in this aflFair. Yotir 
Excellency would do well to addrefs yourfelf to 
him, for which the letter that I have fent with this 
will give you an opportunity. I have nothing to 
add fince.my laft, but that the anfwer is not yet 
arrived from Conft^ntinople* about the fehrman 
which the King has demanded, as by a letter that 
I have received this night from Mr. Deflaleurs, 
the Porte has fent to know the fentiments of the 
Tartar Han in this affair. However, we flatter 
ourfelvcs that all will go well ; and that money 
will be given by the Porte, if they go about it in 
a proper manner. Mr. Liewen waits only for this 
anfwer to carry it to Sweden. He is a man of 
merit and refolution ; but I believe that I fhail 

6 take 
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take the poft, and fhall go before him to wait for 
him at Vienna, where I hope to find my inftruftions 
in regard to the congrefs for a peace. A report 
prevaiFs that Pruffia will in the end do fomething 
in good earned for us. 'Tis fomewhat late, but 
better late than never. If that happens, and the 
King of Pruflla fhould (hew fome fpark of good 
will to the King of Sweden, we may hope to bring 
about fome treaty. I am perfefl:ly, ^c. 
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S I R, 

I Kept the Packet which was cicfigned to have 
been fept tp. Cronftadt, to fend it by the prcfent 
courier of Mr. Fleifhman, and I keep the Hunga- 
rian of Cronftadt yet eight days, to fend by him 
other news. I have kept this packet quite ready for 
three days, and I only write this to your Excel- 
lency, to tell you, that my JanifTary returned this 
morning from Conftantinople,. and brought me 
letters from Meffrs. Deffalleurs, Fierville and Cook, 
by which I. learn, that although a meffenger fent 
to aflc the opinion of the Tartar Han, they, how- 
ever, inform us that his Majefty (hould write a 
letter to the Grand Signior, without ceremony 
(that is to fay, without an envoy's being obliged 
to deliver it at a public audience) concerning his 
departure, and they promife that he will have the 
neceflary paflTports ; and all that he will have occa- 
fion for at his departure, and even a good fum of 
Money, They alfo wi(h that he would write to 

U 3 the 
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the Vifir, and they affure us, that that would bring 
his affairs to a quick and happy conclufion. 

I fet out in a gallop for Demotica, whenever I 
have fcalcd this, to urge the King to agree to thefe 
propofals, and to make him fend to Conftan- 
tinople with the letters a man of parts (and this 
oqght certainly to be Grothufen, who fince the 
departure of Poniatowlki, is the moft proper for 
the affair) and who knows a little how to manage 
the Turks. I am fure in this cafe they would 
have all, and more than they could wifh. I doubt 
not even but they would give a thoufand or two 
thoufand purfes, if they go about it in a proper 
manner. Some fmall aflfairs that I have here to 
regulate yet, oblige me to conclude, and I fliould 
do it here, if that could be done without firft af- 
furing you that nobody is with more veneration 
and zeal than I, ^c* 

P. S. As the King is in Challach (that is to fay 
in good health) all will be well with us. 

LETTER LXXXIV. 

To bis Serene Highnefs. 

SIR, Demotica^ July i6, 17 14. 

I Had the honour moft humbly to mention to 
your Serene Highnefs in my laft narrative, 
how his Majefty had fent an interpreter to Conftan- 
tinople, to afk permiflion of the Porte to fend 
them an envoy. When that interpreter returned 
to Demotica by the poft the day before yefterday* 
and when I received the news of it by my refluent 
^here, I went thither at a gallop, and immediately 

after 
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after my arrival I had a converfation with the King 
of near four hours continuance quite by ourfelves ; 
during which I had he honour to read to him, 
from one end to the other, all the letters that the 
French and Englifli ambaffadors and the Emperors 
rcfident wrote to me on this fubjeft -, and alfo that 
of the envoy of France to his interpreter. They 
contained in fubftance that the Grand Vifir upon 
the declarations made by the Frepch ambaflador, 
and the refident of the Emperor, / That their re- 

* fpeilive mafters would with pleafure fee the King ef 

* Sweden pafs through their territories^ anfwered, 

* that his Majefty was at liberty to fend to Con- 

* ftantinople a minifter with a public charafter, 

* and with a lett^ far the Emperor, which may 

* be prefented to him at a folemn audience, but 

* that he begged of the King at the fame time to 
** acquaint the Forte with the route he woulgl be 

* pleafed to take, that they might be able to take 
^ their meafures accordingly (a route which ac- 

* cording to all appearance he will chufe through 

* Germany.' Next day Baron Grothufen was 
named envoy extraordinary to Conftantinople, and 
they are now working at his equipages which will be 
magnificent, and are preparing his difpatches. I 
am overjoyed that the King has made that choice, 
there being nobody here that is better acquainted 
with the Turkifti genius than he, and there is a 
probability, that by his infmuating behaviour, he 
will gcin the Grand Vifir, who is a fenfible man, 
and perhaps thereby gain the King a thoufand 
purfes, to pay his debts before his departure. The 
fchrman or paffport is to be delivered to the envoy 
on the day of audience, fo that his Majefty ac- 
cording to all appcarajice will be able to fet out in 

forty or fifty days. The anfwer 

of his Majefty to the laft letter of your Serene 
Highnefs ought to have been expedited two days 

U4 ago 
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but it has been put off till after the departure of 
the Envoy. General Liewen will fet out very 
foon, and I might have accompanied him, my dif- 
patches and my credentials being quite ready, if 
his Majefty had not done me the favour to declare 
that he wifhed I would remain till Grothufen had 
his audience, to determine then for certain the day 
of his departure, I have the honour ^o be, with 
profound refped:, 6?^. 

LETTER LXXXV, 

To Baron Goert^. 

SIR, Bemotica^ July i6, 1714. 

I Have detained the Hungarian, the bearer of 
this packet to Cronftadt, for fifteen days, at the 
expence of 20 ducats, to inform you by him of the 
iffue of the negotiations at StambuU^ or Conftan- 
tinople. The interpreter whom they had fent 
thither to afk leave of the Porte to caufe a letter 
of his Majefty to be prefented by a perfon in a 
public character, being returned two days ago; 
and I being informed of it by my refident at thi? 
court, I immediately went thither .at a gallop froqi 
my place of abode, which is a fine country feat 
between Adrianople and Demotica; where I lodge, 
defignedly that my face, after two or three days 
abfence from the court, may be always new, and 
confequently agreeable ^. Ipimedi^tely after my 

• Mr. Motrayc, in the fecond ^'volume of his travels, p. 
210 fay^ that Mr. Fabricius then lived at Tartafki, a fmall 
village about nine miles from Demotica ; and p. 213 he fays, 
rh^t when he left Conftantinople he went co vif:t Mr. Fabri- 
cius, 
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arrival, I had an interview of near four hours with 
his Majcfty alone, to read to him my letters from 
the Ambaffadors Dcfalleurs and Sutton, the Envoy 
Fierville, the German Refident Fleifliman; Bruc, 
the firft interpreter of France, and Mr, Cook, 
which all in general contained, that the Vifir after 
the declaration of the Ambaflador of France, and 
the Emperor's Refident; that the paffage of the 
King thro' their matters territories, would be very 
agreeable ; declared that his Swedifti Majefty 
might lend a Minifter with whatever charafter he 
pleafed, but that they begged of him only to 
mention the route by which he would chufe to go* 
1 believe there will be no difficulty in this, and that 
it will be Germany. Next day our chief friend 
Colonel Grothuten was named Envoy; and they 
are now actually bufy about his difpatches and equi- 
page. He will take with him Colonel Rofen, the 
Rittmeifter Rofen, Colonel Bielke-Talftrom, ne- 
phew of General Rank, and a Captain of the 
Guards named Buddenbrock. The two nephews 
Duhring, have not yet obtained permiffion to 
follow him, the King faying that he mutt not be 
partial to his family. I will fpeak for them to- 
day, and I hope with fuccefs. This Grothufen is 
a fine fellow, and the moft expert here in Turkifh 
affairs. In a nation of blind men, he fays him- 
felf, he that has but one eye is a King. You know 
that he has loft an eye at leaft in regard to fight. 
However, as he is perfeftly acquainted with the 
Ottoman Genius, I make no doubt but he will gain 

ciu9, who had a country houfe two leagues from Adrianople, 
where he lived like a prince, with a coach and fixhorfes, which 
ferved him to go fometimes to Adrianople, fometimes to De- 
motica ; fix fad die horfes, with a pack of twenty hounds for 
hunting in the fineft plain in the worlds a good table, good 
company, ^c, 

thr 
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the Vifir, and that this will be as good as looo 
purfes of ready money to the King, 

The King having declared to me that he fhould 
be glad 1 would wait till the audience was paffed, 
that he might thereby tell .me exaftly the day of 
his departure, and then fend me poft, perhaps to 
the court of V^ienna; I did not chink proper to be- 
gin with filh on the eve of Eafter, after having 
waited with patience for more than four years. 

The inclofcd is a duplicate of my memorial to 
his Excellency Count Fleming. If you #ould 
have the affair fuccecd, you muft manage Torn- 
fchild, and efpecially Poniatowlki. The only 
means is that by which I write to the latter to-day, 
the news of this place. I am moft perfeftly, *^c. 

A Supplement* Would you believe it. Sir, I 
am become one of the mpft famous hunters of the 
Eaft ? Game is moft plentiful in my territories, and 
every morning regularly at fun rifmg, I take two 
hares and four partridges. In this I never fail. 
I have, among others, three hounds, who are the 
beft in all European Turky. 1 will bring them 
with me for a breed. 

LETTER LXXXVI. 

To the Same. 

SIR, Jdriancple^ July 2 ^y 17 14. 

AJaniflary of the Rcfidcnt Fleifchman, who 
paflcs this way, and is to fet out for Ger- 
many at three o*clock in the morning, gives me 
an occafion of informing your Excellency that the 
Envoy, Mr. Grothufen,^ went hence for Conftan- 

tinople 
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tin'ople two days ago. I was hunting at Hapfa, 
which is the firft Conak, fix leagues from hence, 
and there I had an interview with him, to take 
meafures together for promoting the defigns of his 
IVIajefty the King of Sweden. He is to addrefs to 
me all the letters that are intended diredly for the 
King. He, as well as the French Ambaflador, 
ivas very defirous that I fliould have accompanied 
him V that I might have^ been there as a fort of 
Governor to the moft extraordinary Envoy, But 
as it IS poffible that I may receive fome commiffioa 
to the Imperial court, I did not think it was proper 
to abfent myfelf. Befides, Mr. Grothufen is un- 
doubtedly more capable, and has a more fincere 
inclination, than any man his Majefty could have 
found at Demotica, to procure a round fumdf mo- 
ney, which is the principal hinge on which all 
turns at prefent. He has a train of feventy two 
people, which, according to my opinion, and our 
cafli-accounts, is too much by one half. But if 
his Majefty was defirous it (hould be fo, the Envoy 
never faid nay, efpecially about fo great a trifle as 
the throwing away money to no manner of pur- 
pofe-, and we may venture to fay (begging pardon 
for the comparifon) that the King and he under- 
ftand one another in this point, like pickpockets at 
a fair. I cannot fufficiently exprefs to you how- 
much reafon I have to be fatisfied with the con- 
du6t the King begins to obferve in refpeft to me, 
to my affairs, and to his own. For, ift, he re- 
ceives me in the moft gracious manner imaginable. 
2dly, he is entirely inclined towards the moft Se- 
rene Houfe; and 3ly, he is fincerely and truly 
impatient to depart. The letters he has written on 
this laft head to the Grand Signior, the Grand Yi- 
fir and the Mufti, are conceived in the very beft 
terms. He fays in the firft: That deStiny having 
detained him in this country till now^ he fends his 
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Minifter to return thanks for the good reception be has 
had \ he referves to himfelf the teftifying bis acknow* 
kdgments till his return to his own dominions : He de^ 
dares that he has a mind to pafs through Hungary and 
Germany, and entreats the Grand Signior to hear his 
Minifters propofals concerning what may he requijite 
for his departure. In this letter to the Grand Vifir^ 
be entreats him to procure a fpeedy audience for bis 
Minifier^ ajfures him of a perpetual friendfhip for the 
Porte, and of a perfonal regard for him in particular. 
The letter to the Mufti contains nearly the fame, 
mutatis mutandis. We owe this great change to 
General Liewen and the Chancellor : my endea- 
vours alfo have done no hurt. As foon as his Ma- 
jefty*s departure fhall be fixed I fet out poft, and 
am always with the fame regard, (^c. 

P. S. The wife conduft of the Grand Vifir, hai 
alfo contributed much to the King's departure. 

LETTER LXXXVII. 

To his Serene Highnefs. 

SIR, Adrianople, Sept. 4, 1714. 

I Have nothing to add to the mod humble nar* 
rative that I fent off laft week for Peterwara- 
dein *, by a courier of the Emperor, except that 
I have fincc made a vifit to Dcmotica, where I 
ftaid four days, to endeavour to difcover the com- 
miflions that Mr. de Lowen has brought here. A3 
far as I could learn, the only reafon of this journey 



* It is not foond among the other difpatches. 



muft 



[ 301 ] 
muft be the affair of Baflewitz, although he will 
by no means confefs that he has it in 'charge. In 
the mean time, no body yet has got at the fecrec 
of this afFair, and we ftill lefs comprehend what 
reafon could induce General Ducker to meddle in 
it, by fending here the inftrudtions and papers of 
Baflewitz, as he has done. They were add refled 
direftly to the King, who opened, and gave them 
to Chancellor Miillern without reading them. It 
ftems clear from hence, that his Majefty gives no 
attention to it, knowing Baflewitz fo well as he 
does. This too, appears through the whole, as 
far as I can learn ; becaufe Mr. Lowen, who re- 
turns as a courier to Stralfund, is to carry no an- 
fwcr to his di (patches. They even flatter me that 
the orders that are fent to Sweden with regard to 
Baflewitz, will be very far from being agreable to 
him. 

I arn likewife perf waded. Sir, that all thofe flight 
fufpicioDS of no importance, by no means change 
the fincere and true friendfliip that his Majefty has 
for his Serene Highnefs : quite the contrary, his 
Highnefs will with pleafure fee the efTedls of it at 
the firft interview in his Majefty's dominions, 
where a perfeft harmony cannot fail to be re-efta- 
blifhed. As for other things, we learned yefter- 
day by a courier from Conftantinople, that Gro- 
•thufen has had his audience of leave from the Turk- 
ifli Emperor, in which that Monarch's anfwer to 
the King's letter was given to him *. After this 

audi- 

* Mr. Grothuren was at Conftantrnople only in quality of 
Envoy extraordinary from the King of Sweden, and by no 
means invefted with the character of Ambaffador cxtraordina- 
I ly^ which Mr. de la Motraye attributes to him in his 2d vol* 

page 211. He left Deoiotica July 20th, and arrived at Pera 
the 28ch, with a train of Gentlemen, Officers, Secretaries, and 
Domelticks, 72 people in all. He alighted at. Mr. Cook's, 
who gave him his hoafe ; whether the Porte fent, according 

to 
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audience, he will likewife have one from the Grand 
Vifir, after which he will fet out diredly on his re- 
turn hither, where we cxpeft him without fail in 
the end of next week. Then in all probability his 
Majefty will take a firm refolution to^depart from 
hence in 15 days, to be joined in Wallachia on his 
route, by fuch of his people as ilaid at Bender, 
and afterwards crofling Hungary and Germany to 
return to his own dominions. According to all 
appearance his Majefty will take poft on the con- 
fines of Germany, to go incognito to Stralfund. 
In the mean time, the Porte has named the Capigi . 
Bacha, who is to efcort the King to the frontier, 
with the relais neceflary for tranfporting his atten- 
dants. But as for the money with which we had 
flattered ourfelves, that hope is vanifhed, and only 
Mr. Cooke has refolved to advance from forty to 

to cullotn, velvet culhions and other furnitare of a Sopba* 
The day after he caufed his arrival to be intimated to the Mi- 
nillers of all fuch powers as were at peace with the King his 
mailer. When he had got ready his equipages in the magni- 
ficent manner the King had defired, he took his firft aadience 
of the Grand Vifir, Auguft 13th, with the ufual ceremonies. 
There nothing was fpoken of but the departure of the King, 
who would have it fixed for the beginning of Oftober. The 
Grand Vifir promifed the necefTary efcort to the frontiers of , 
Tranfylvaoia» bat without mentioning any advance of money, 
for which there was fo urgent occafion. Upon this, Mr. Brae 
had orders to found the Grand Vifir on that article, bat got 
for anfwer, /hat if was medlefs to /peak of it, fince the imperial 
dignity and the laijj of true helie'uers did not permit the lending of 
money. N|r. Grothufen, after a fecond attempt, which fuc- 
ceeded as little as the fird, entirely defifled from that demand, 
and no more mention was made of it. Augufl the 18th, he 
was admitted to an audience of the Grand Signior, and next 
day received and returned the vifits of the foreign Minifters. 
On the 2 1 ft he had a third audience of the Grand Vifir, and 
on the 26:h his audience of leave of the Grand Signior. Hav- 
ing (laid fifteen days longer at Conftantinople, he had a fourth 
interview with the Grand Vifir, and having taken his audience , 
of leave of him, he left that place Sept* loth, and was at De- 
moticaonthei6ch» 

fifty 
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fifty thoufand crowns to the King. The fame day 
that the Envoy had his n audience of leave, the 
Prince of Walachia *, (who was arretted fome 
time ago) with his fons, and fon-in-law, had 
their heads ftruck off. His wife and daughter 
were given as flavcs to the Boftangi Bacha, who 
has put them in his harem. 

As foon as the Envoy is returned, I will take 
poft to come in perfon to affure your Serene High- 
nefs, that none can be with more refpeft and zeal, 
than I am, (^c. 

• The followirg is the account that Mr. de la Motraye gives 
us of this affair in his 2d torn. p. 112. The day of the audi- 
ence of leave, and immediately after the audience, the Grand 
Signior went to one of his kioflcs on the fea fide, and having 
caufed the Prince of Walachia to be brought to him, with his 
two fons, his fon-in-law, and his maitre d' hotel, or chamber- 
lain, who had been in prifon for two months, on account of 
the accufations I have mentioned elfewhere, he ordered them 
to be beheaded in a fmall fquare in the front of the Kiofk, 
which was put in execution before his eyes ih the following 
manner, and in little more than five minutes. 

The Executioner made-jthem all ^neel down on their jcnees, 
at a certain diflance from each other, and take ofF their caps ; 
and after having allowed them to fay a Ihort prayer, he firft 
ftruck off with one blow of a fabre, the head of the Maitre d* 
hotel, then that of the fon-in-law, and affer wards that of the 
eldeft fon. But as. he was raifingtbe fabre to llriketheyoun- 
geft, who was about fixteen years of age, the youth feized with 
terror, beg'd his life, offering to turn Muflulman. The father 
on this reprimanded him, and exhorting him rather to die a 
thoufand deaths if pofTible, than deny Jefus Chrift for the fake 
of living a few more years on the earth; he faid to the Execu- 
tioner, 1 will die a chridian, firike, and inilantly he was treat- 
ed as the others had been. Laftly, he beheaded the father^ 
after which their bodies were thrown into the fea, and their 
heads expofed to view before the great gate of the feraglio,. 
where they remained three days. Such was the end of this 
unfortunate Prince, after having governed Walachia for twen- 
ty fix yeiirs. His name was Conftantine BeiTarabas. See the 
reft of his hiftory and the caufe of his misfortunes, in la Mo- 
traye, tome 2d, p. 206. 

L E T- 
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LETTER LXXXVIIL 

7i Baron Goertz. 

SIR, AdrianGpky Sept. 4, 1714. 

I Have nothing to add to my long letter of Au- 
guft 29th *, which I fcnt off the day after for 
Vienna by a courier of the German Refident, ex- 
cept. that I made a trip to Demotica, to difcaver 
thefubjeftof Mr. Lowen's journey. Almoft eve- 
ry body fays that he comes only for the affair of 
Bailewitz, altho' he himfelf will by no means al- 
low It. What is certain is, that he has brought all 
Baffewitz*s papers, and among others, his firft in- 
ftruftions ; the whole in a packet direfted to the 
King, who however gave them to Mr. MiiHern 
Mrithout reading them. It is faid that the.. Admi- 
niftrator has once more had an intention to feize 
Baffewitz, but that General Ducker caufed him to 
be fafcly efcorted to Stralfund, from whence he is 
to go to Sweden. Meanwhile, no body knows the 
true circumftances of this affair ; but we are fure 
enough that all honed men, and the King at the 
head of them, does juftice to Baffewitz's intrigues. 
I have even been affurcd, that no anfwer is given to 
all thefe difpatches, at leaft not by the courier that 
is to carry this, (who I believe will be Mr. Lowcn, 
as he is furnilhed with money for the journey, 
which it would be hard to find here at prefent,) . I 
am alfo flattered that they are to ibnd orders to 
Sweden, which will not be agreeable to Mr. Baffe- 
witz. . In the mean time, I am al- 
ways reproached with having hid from the King, 

*" It i| xu>t found among the difpatches. 

or 
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• t>Y at l^a^ from Count Welling^ the propofals with 
which we had a mind to deceive the Czar. Indeed 
we oU^f to ha^?e informed: the'm of It, aii welnow 
not, at prefent, how to ad in it. ;....,, I am 
tven perfwaded that aH will go well, when the Ad- 
miniftrator (for whom the King always preferves a 
true friendfhip). and your Excellency (haU let the 
Kmg In Pdmerartiaj and that we Ihall theii find 
means ef *ftabliflimg a folid harmony. 

We received yefterday a courier from Cdnftant!- 
noptd, bf vAiorn We learned that the Envoy had 
had 'bh auditnc^ of leave from the Grand Sig- 
nior, Acguft 2€th, and had received hrs High- 
fi^fs's Ifertdr foi^ the King. They have already 
named the Capigi Bacha's who are to accompany 
his? Mfajefty to the frontfers^ with the horfes 
and carriages re^ifire. Grothufcn was to fee the 
Vifir oftte more and then to fet out, fo that he may 
behiireftext week. There* is no probability that 
the'Pofte will give^ money to the King, but Mi^. 
Cod^c will flirriifli froM 40 tb 50,000 crowns'. 
The beft news is, that there fcan Be now ho^doubt of 
the King's departure, and that his Mfajefty will fet 
out iri lefs thafn fifteen days after Ororhuren's\ re- 
turn. His' people at Bender, to the number of" 
700, uhder the Orders of General Sparre, will 
join hJm in WaSichia, and they ate to tadce thfc 
route of Hungary. After having pafled the 
Turkiffi frontier, his MajcKy will go pdftihciognr* 
to\ I aiDf &r. 
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LETTER LXXXIX. 

To Baron Goerfz. 

SIR, Demotica^ Sept. 17, 17 14, 

HAVING gone to meet the Envoy Grothu- 
fen, at his return from Conftantinople, I 
arrived here yeftcrday in the evening, and found 
*Mv. Lowen ready to ftep into the coach on ^ his 
way to Adrianople, and from thence to Germany ; 
to that I have only time to tell you, that I have 
received your Excellency's four letters, dated the 
1 6th, 1 8th, 22d, and 25th of Auguft. I could 
have wiQied your Excellency had been always at 
Vienna, on account of the pleafure I would have 
had in receiving your letters. I have already this 
morning had an opportunity of reading the mod 
elTential paflages in them to the King himfelf : 
but I cannot yet fay any thing pofitive about the 
fending to Vienna, becaufe the Chancellor is dan* 
geroufly ill; and in the mean time nothing is done. 
For the fame reafon, I can fay nothing of the com- 
miflions with which I expefted to have been charge 
ed. I know only that the King is much fatisfied 
with the court of Vienna, and that we hope this 
will induce him to keep on good terms with- ia 
We all labour to have the title of King of Spain 
given, and to have his Imperial Majefty's media- 
tion accepted of. I may be able to tell you more 
about all thefe things at my arrival. Next week 
the King will fet out by Walachia, and by Cron- 
ftadt in Tranfilvahia, from whence perhaps he 
may proceed incognito. I fhall go before him fome 
days \ but as I (hall go poft^ I reckon that I Ihall 

be 
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he at Vienna perhaps as foon as General Liewen^ 
Who travels flowly on account of his indifpofition. 
The qucftion put to General Horn, relates to 
himfelf perfpnally, and not to the mod Serene 
Houfe, Mr. Meyerfield, his enemy, has done hiin 
ill offices at court, and it is taken amifs that he 
has accepted that poft, without intiniating it to 
the King. I am about to fet all thefe things to 
rights. As the King has promifed me an anfwer 
for the Adminiftrator, we (hall-get certain intelfi- 
gence as to this point. ...••..! am^ with 
much rcfpeft, (^c. 

P. S. Mr. Cooke has advanced to the King 
above 100,000 crowns: the Porte has given no 
money, altho* we wanted more than a million ; but 
in requital, they treated the Envoy very well. We 
have he^rd of the death of the Queen of England. 

LETTER XG. 

To his Serene Highnefs. 

Sir, DemoJudy Sept. 19, 1714s* 

I Had the hohdur of receiving your Serene High-^ 
ncfs's letter to the King of Sweden, dated thd 
15th of laft month, together with what was in-^^ 
c?ofed, and I neglefted not to deliver it this mofn- 
irig-into his Majefty's own hands. Who inftantly 
opened it, and read it frdm Beginning to end. I 
have already, beforehand, and by way of precau- 
tion, often talked to his Majefty on that head ^ 
but as he has been prejudiced againft Major Gene- 
ftl Horn, for having accepted that poft, vt^ithouc 

X 2 giving 
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giving him the leaft notice of it, all my reprelen- 
tations were fruitlefs, and they conftantly infift^d 
that they would wait for the declaration of the ikid 
Mr. Horn. This morning I again introduced that 
Yubjeft, in prefcnce of Mr. Feiff, Counfellor of the 
chancery, who warmly efpoufed the caufe of Mr. 
Horn : but I could draw no oxhtr anfwer from bis 
Majefty, but that he would write about it -to your 
Serene Highncfe, and that anfwer will finally de- 
termine the fate of this affair, and what are the 

King's fentiments In other refpefts. 

Sir, I can do myfelf the honour again to afiure 
you, that the King on all occafions tellifies a ten- 
der friend fhip for your Serene Highnefs ; and his 
Majefty appears full of gratitude for all that ^e 
moil Serene Houfe has done in favour of his |n- 
terefts. But at the fame time, I take the liberty 
to recommend the affair of Stettin to your Serene 
Highnefs, chiefly, and before every thing elie, as 
we have certain and n iterated advices ^ that the King 
of PruJJia artfully endeavours to feize that town^ iy 
dejiring to reinforce bis quota of the garrifon, and to 
fend into it a great quantity of ammunition. His 
Majefty has repeated to me feveral times, that I 
ftiould write to your Serene Highnefs, and urge 
you earneftly, to be extremely on your guard on 
that quarter, and vigilantly to watch the ftcps of 
the Prufiians. 

The Envoy Grothufen had his audience of . his 
. Majefty the day before yefterday, and then pre- 
fcnied the Grand Signior's letter with the ufual ce- 
remonies. Yefterday was brought hither from 
Conftantinople, the fum of 60,000 crowns,, that 
Mr. Cooke and others have negocia^d for (he 
King : fo that according to all appearance his Ma- 
jefty will frt out from hence next week, taking his 
route by Walachia and Hungary, ali}hough there 
has not yet been any intimation givcri at Vi^na of 

what 
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what i-oute the King \^ill take. I Ihall fet out be- 
fore him by pbft, and will wait at Vienna for your 
Serene Highnefs's orders, having the honour td be,, 
with profound ,refpeft, i^c. 



LETTER XCI. 

To Baron Goertz. 

, S I R, Demotic a J Sept: 19, 1714. 

I Have received your Excellency's letter of Au^^ ^ 
guft gdi with the poftfcript, the letter from 
Count Dernath, and other pieces annexed. I went 
next day to Aieet the Envoy Baron de Grothufcn, 
who IS return^ loaded with honours and ctvilities, 
but without any of the Porte's money, altho* no 
lefs than 2000 purfes were afkcd. I have only 
time to tell you, that I read to the King this 
rrtorning, the moft effeiitial paffages of the patket. 
\ . * . . . Althotrgh the Chancellor is in a 
itJAnncr at death's door, and confequently no bufi- 
nefs is done, the King has, however, promifed 
me to make Mr. vonKochen difpatch an anfwer ta 
the two letters of tht Adminiftrator, of which one 
regards ----..• the other is con- 
cerning the affair of Major General Horn, who fs 
in difgrace with the King. I forgot in my former, 
tb recommend to you by a, N. B. a very exprefs 
order from the King : That our Garrifon of HoU 
fieiners i^ SteHin^ Jhonld be equal to that of the 'Pruf^ 
JianSj for fear of ^any furprizey as their tagerneft to- 
be mafters of that plac^^ difcovers itfelf more and 
more every day. I believe the King will fet out 
next week by Walachia, where his people from 
Bender will join him 5 and perhaps he will go /»- 
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ccgnito through Hungary. Hitherto, we have not 
yet inade any compliment to the Emperor ; we 
arc labouring to have it in the due forms. I fetout 
pbft in a few days, and I reckon that I fhall be ac 
Vienna, perhaps before this letter. I am, ^c. 

* • 

LETTER XCir. 

To Baron Goertz. 

SIR, AdrianopUy SepL 22y 1714. 

I Forgot to tell your Excellency in my former^ 
that the King approves of the marriage of his 
filter the Princefs Ulrica Eleonora, with the 
Prince of HcflTe-Caflel : fo that now there is no 
doubt of it*s being a match. They depend on 
having 6000 Helfian trpops, for augmenting the 
army in Pomerania. 

Mr. Liewen has been detained here three days 
for want of horfes, iince all that can be found are 
taken up for the King, who is to fct out from 
hence next week. I fet off before him by port on 
Thurfclay next. I expeft your orders at Vienna, 
where I will come direftly to wait on your Excel- 
lency, before 1 gp to my family. The King muft 
have written to the Senate by the laft courier, that 
they would have done much better to have come 
io an explanation with his Serene Highnefs, before 
they fent to their Minifters in foreign courts, the 
orders that we complain of. ...... I arp, moft 

pcrfcftly, 6?f. 
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LETTER XCIII. 

To Count Rcventlau. 

SIR, ytdria^opky September y}^ 17'4* 

TH E bearer of this, my valet de chambre, 
will tell your Excellency by word of mouth, 
the reafons that hinder me from paffing by Pcter- 
waradin, as I had always flattered myfelf. He is 
charged with letters ofconfequence for the imperial 
court, the chief of which is in the packet annexed 
apd addrefTed to your Excellency, fo you will have 
the goodnefs to difpatch him as foon as pofllble. 
The King fets out from Demotica to-morrow. 
It will take him fourteen marches to Rufgik on the 
Danube, and ten to the frontiers of Tranfilvania, 
fo that he will be in the territories of his imperial 
Majefly before the end of Oftober. I recommend 
myfelf to your Excellency, * and am, with much rc^ 
fpeft and zeal, ^c. 

P. S. of the fame date, I refer myfelf to the 
bearer of this, my valet de chambre, who will in- 
form your Excellency of the reafons oif his being 
fent to Peterwaradin, and from thence to Vienna. 
I have received a letter from Baron Goertz, in 
which he acquaints me of his arrival at Vienna 
jufl: at the time when I had taken leave of the 
King, and was going to take poft'that I might not 
fall behind him on the journey. I have fent my 
man to Peterwaradin, and I myfelf will follow the 
King to Rufgick on the Danube, where I fhall 
take poft for Cronftadt. His Majefty fets out to- 
morrow froni Demotica, and his firft ftage is 

ta 
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to be at Dctnirtafch near Adrianople *. In thirteen 
days he will pafs the Danube at Rufgick, and be« 

fore 

• On the ift of Oaobcr, the day fixed for the King's de- 
parture from Democicfty a Capizzi-Bafliaw caofed a very fine 
tent quite new to be fet up near Demirtafch for the firH Conack 
or (lage of the King, and then went to Demotica to condudt 
the* march with fix chUus» 300 horfe, and fixe/ waggons^ 
which were all ready. Hib Majcfly before his departure re- 
jected the propofal that was made to him, to caufe the bonds 
tobeaUered» which feveral JanifTariesy Jews, and others, who 
had taken advantage of the neceffity of the Swedes, both at De* 
motica and Bender, and had given theM only ytry little, at the 
lame time exa^ilne from them bonds for fix times as much, 
l^otwithflanding all that could be reprefented to him In behalf 
of the debtors, by alleging the Turkifli law fo fevere againi^ 
nfurers, and by remonflrating to him, that if all the debts 
were reduced to their jnft value, they would be fo fmall, as to 
render it unnecciTiry for the creditors to foilow his Majefty to 
Sweden, as feveral of them were preparing to do, fi nee they 
could then be paid at ConHantinople ; his Majrfty, great and 
generous in every thing, anfwercd, to this propofa). If any of 
my ofiicers or dragoons have given a bond of loocroWns for 
10, I will caufe them to be paid in Sweden. He (hen pre- 
fented each of the creditors with a horfe worth ro crowns to 
follow him. They mounted their horfes about ten o^clock in 

the morning of the fecomi of Oftober, and 

arrived at the above-mentioned tent about four in the after- 
noon. Meanwhile Apli-Baftiaw, Senaflcier of Bender, in the 
room of Ifmael-Balhaw, had orders to do the fame thing for 
the Swedes at Bender, under the command of General Sparre, 
as was done for thofe at Demotica, that is tp fay, to fimiifh 
them with horfes and waggons for the journey, and to defray 
their expences to the frontiers. Thofe orders were adutflly' 
executed, and they were in m<irch on that fide to join his Ma- 
jefty at Walathia. 

The King arriving the fiift at the tent which the Cftpizfei- 
Bafhaw had ereded, alighted, and entered it, which he had 
DO fooner done, than the Capizzi-Balhaw made him a compli- 
ment from the Emperor his mailer, who wifhed him a good 
journey, and feat him that tent with a fabre, the hatnilrof 
which was enriched with jewels, and eleven horfea* His Ma«» 
jefly inclined his head, and faid that he thanked his Higbnefs 
for all his civilities, and then went out of the teat to fee the 
horfes, which were all Arabs. The Capizzi-Bafliaw was pre- 
iriited in his turn with a iiut fable. His Majeily paiTed the 

night 
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fore the end of Oftober the frontier of WalachU 
m Tranfylvania. I believe he will perform the 

whole 

Bight in that tent, and next morning early continned his jour* 
ney, the coarfe of which was directed towards Rafgick* . They 
did not proceed above four leagues a-day, the civil and fleg. 
matick gravity of the Turks retarding the march from their 
rtffped to the King. They encamped generally at night near 
fome villages marked for the conack or ftage, but always too 
fmall to lodge fo many people. A chiaus and a quarter-mafler 
of his Maj eily with an interpreter, preceded the march to pre- 
pare every thing, both in regard to lodging and provifions for 
the men and horles, and all at the^xpence of the Grand Signior, 
and in good order. But the King, who began to be tired of 
that wearifome gravity of the Turks, wannng a little to dif- 
compofe their flegmatic difpofition, on the 6th of October, or- 
dtred the trumpet to found for their makrng ready to march 
at one in the morning. 'The CapizziBafhaw, the Chiaus and 
the other Turks, bemg awakened by the foand, were greatly 
furpriftd that the King ihould chufe to fet out at fuch an 
untimeotts hour, but darft not however contradict him, and 
accordingly they all mounted their horfes in one of the darkeft 
nights, in which they were obliged to light torches to find their 
right way among feveral narrow defiles, which were formed 
by the mountains and* woods, of which Bulgaria is full. In 
this very comical manner, which, above all things, made the 
Turks mad, they arrived at day-break at a village named 
Commorowa, marked for the ilage, where his Majelly, inftead 
of taking any repofe, no fooner faw it full day-light than he 
re-mounted his horfe to take an airing till mid-day. On his 
return, Mr. Fabricius having given him an account of what had 
happened during the night, and how feveral waggons had 
broke down, and adding, that the Turks who were not much 
accuftomed to thofe nodurnal marches. Teemed very dull and 
fleepy. Ah ! faid the King fmiling, 'tis good to roufc them, and 
to learn them to wake fometimes. The greateft part of the wag- 
gons that were detained by the difficulty of the roads did not 
arrive at the ftage till the afternoon. The King having gone 
early to bed, at two in the morning ordered the fignal to be 
given for marching as .before ; and in this manner, ibmetimes 
a little fooner, and fometimes a little la'er, ct^tinued bis 
journey during the night, till he came to Rufgick, where ho 
arrived on the i7thof O61ober. 

The King having there learned, that the Emperor was mak- 
ing great preparations for hi^ rccepiion, faid to Mr. Fabricius 
who was to go before him, that he woulc' b^* obliged to him 

if 
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If hole journey incognito. The advances of friend- 
fliip which the imperial court continues to make, 
are very agreeable to his Majefty. By the bearer 
of this an order is fent off to Mr. Steirnhock to 
return a great many thanks and compliments on 

if he woold publilh every where, that he defired to pafs incog- 
nito^ and would look apon ic as a favour if they would take ro 
nodce of him, if they ihould even know him on the road. 
Mr. Fabricius ufing the freedom of fpeech, which his Majefty 
was pleafed to allow him, faid to him, ** Sir, if your Majefly 
" abfolutely defires to pafs incognito, I believe J could put you 
'' upon an infallible method." *' What^s that ?"' anfwered the 
King. << It is. Sir, rephcd Mr. Fabricius, to take one of Mr. 
*' Grothufen's black wig5, to buy a night-cap and a night- gown« 
*' or to borrowthem from Mr. Miillern, fiom Mr. Daben, or Tome 
** other body that has fuch thmg» ; and when your Majefly 
paifes through any city, to lod^e always in the belt inn, 
directly to call for wine, to be often thirty, to chat with the 
landlady if ihe is young and handfome, or with any other 
buxom girls of the houfe, to have your boots pulled ofF» 
'' to call lor your night-gown and flippers, and after eating 
** and drinking heartily, to go to bed and fUcto till late in 
** the morning. If you do this, I dtfy all the world to difcover 
" the King of Sweden.'* His Majefiy froilcd, " Ah ! very welli** 
faid he, *' I fhall follow your advice, if not wholly, at leali 
•' in Tome part." The King, in the mean time, having crof- 
fed Walachia, left all his retinue behind on the 7(h of 
November at Pedefly in Walachia, and when he found 
himfelf on the Emperor's territories, being accompanred alcne- 
by Colonel Duhring, he pafTed through Tranfylvania and 
Hungary, near to Vienna and Nuremberg, and through CafTel 
and Brunfwic, and arriv^-d on ihe 22d of November at Stral- 
fund, having put on an old peruke that he might not be known 
duriog his journey, and calling himfelf a Swedifh cornet. 
He croiTed all that country in lei's than fifteen days, and ne- 
verthelefs, on his arrival at Stralfund, he did not appear in the 
leaft fatigued : but on the other hand, Mr. Duhring was excef- 
iively wearied, and had all the difficulty in the world to fup-^ 
pore the fatigue to the end of the journey. Compare Lumer's 
H^ftory of Charles XII. Lamberty's Memoirs of the year 17 14, 
p.. 852. Moiraye, torn. 2. Voltaire, l^c. The whole route 
of Mr. Fabricius is to be found in the 2d vol. of Motraye^ 
travels who has given an account of all the particulars except 
the daces, in which he is \^jy defedive, as in many other thing9« 
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this head. But I doubt whether the King MriU 
write to the Emperor, before he enters his ter- 
ritories ; though I will not be pofuive but he may 
fend fome perlon with a compliment when he has 
paft the frontier. Unfortunately the Chancellor is 
fick, which in a manner puts aftoptoevery thing. 
^ I fhall be at Vienna before the end of Oftober, and 
ihall then have the happinefs to tell you by word 
of mouth, that I am with much refpect, &fr. 

Another, fupplement. They are much inclined 
here to concradt a fricndlhip with the new court of 
England. The Grand Signior has fcnt eleven horfes 
to the King, with a tent, and a fabre. 



LETTER XCIV. 

2I9 his Serene Highnefs. 

SIR, ZelUj November 22, 1714. 

YOUR Serene Highncfs will doubtlefs have 
learned my departure from Vienna on the 
1 8th of November, by a letter which Baron Goertz 
did himfelf the honour to write to you in the end 
of laft week. I am now arrived at Brunfwick 
[the famous congrefs was then held there'] where I 
have ftopt for fome days to endeavour to fathom the 
fentiments of the imperial minifters, and the other 
minifters. of the Kings and Princes intercfted in 
the affairs of the north, and I flatter myfeif that I 
have been of fome fervice to his Swedilh Majefly, 
by a reprefentation of the true notion they ought to 

form 



J form of the magftanimous intentions of tiaat great 
Prince. I arrived here at my father's y^^rday^ 

^^ ahd as I have fqme prQfling affairs to (tdtt with 
him, I cannot fct out for Hamburg till to-mo#ov 
evening, to enjoy the happincfs I have fo much 
defired, of paying my refpcds tliere to your Serene 
Higjinefs, and to inform ydu of fomc news, that 
perhaps will not be difagreeable to you, having 
the honour to be, with profound rcfpcft, •' 

S bR, 

Your moft Serene Highnefs's 

mofthumble, moft obedient^ 

and m(^ faithful fervant. 
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